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mppaul2 (2012-12-20 19:17:47)

Thank you for this post and references to others for the Holborn! I am on the edge of a second FF for 2013

dedicated to a certification program I am pursuing as part of my job. I already carry a personal finchley and I am

nervous about breaking out to a second planner, but this program is so rigorous I do not think my personal can

handle the additional needs. I will go back a review the other post you refer. 

Reader Under The Spotlight - Tracy R (2012-09-24 00:00) - Steve Morton

Today I would like to introduce you to Tracy, her blog you will know I’m sure as we have linked to it many

times. ’[1]The Crazy Suburban Mom’ but I don’t think she is crazy at all, I would rename the blog the

Creative Suburban Mom!! 

[2]

1. When did you buy your first Filofax and what was it? 

My very, very first planner wasn’t a Filofax. It was a cheap no-name purple, plastic hot mess bought

sometime in the early 80’s. I wrote about it not that long ago in a post called - A disorganized, cluttered, 

and imperfect joy - (Link is here) The purple monstrosity was little bigger then a personal Filofax but

smaller then an A5 and as awful as it was, the promise it made of an organized life was the spark for all
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further planner purchases. 

My first official Filofax was a Personal Portland bought new at Bloomingdale’s sometime around 1990. I

still have it. It’s my car Filofax and contains car related documents plus street addresses/phone numbers

of places I want to go or go to frequently, and vacation ideas. 

2. What other brands have you used or considered using? 

I use/used a few brands; Franklin Covey (a brief flirtation), Daytimers ( I used them on and off in the

90’s), success choice ( love the leather and paper but it would work best for people who use that ring

configuration unless you love re-punching holes), a Moleskine here and there, and a Midori Traveler’s

notebook (love)

I always check out binders put out by high end leather companies, too. I’ve never bought one of those

because while many can use personal size inserts, almost none of them use Filofaxes A5 size. 

3. Out of the organisers you own which is your current favourite (Style and Size)? 

That’s like asking which of your children you love more.... I love the Malden’s slots and pockets but prefer

the Emerald Finsbury’s color and the Portland’s leather. 

4. How many Filofax organisers do you own? 

I have an A5 Grey Malden, an A5 Emerald Green Finsbury, the Portland personal, a Pink Pocket Rio

(my wallet), and a little, baby yellow Piazza (not currently using). 

5. What do you use your Filofax for? 

The yellow mini piazza’s job is to look pretty, the pink pocket Rio is my wallet, the personal Portland

lives in my car and the two A5’s are my brain away from, and at, home. I switch back and forth between

the Malden and Finsbury but they hold everything from calendars,to business cards, to letters I’m writing, 

interactions with various customer service departments, to postage stamps and sticker overflow. 

6. What was the feature about Filofax you like most? 

Well, obviously the rings allow for total customization but the slots, pockets and compartments add so

much usable space in a small (relatively) footprint. I love that I can just get a pen and write something

down, I don’t like on-screen keyboard writing. 

7. If you could design your own Filofax what would it feature? 

I’ve thought a lot about that and considered writing a post many, many times. I’ve never done it because

what is perfect for me might not be for anyone else. For me it would have to be A5 sized because that’s

what works for me. Other wishes are kind of general; I’d like to see a binder in minimally processed

leather (or maybe patent leather) because it will last forever. If I scratch my Filofax I want to see more

Filofax, not a plastic backing. 

Also it would have what ever rings the early Filofaxes had. That Filofax doesn’t have the same quality

rings is the main reason I’m afraid to make the investment in a new one . 

It’s a shame because I’d love to support Filofax, the company, not just Filofax, the brand. 

8. How do you carry your Filofax? 

Well, I have a very large purse that if full, would hurt me. So carrying any size is feasible. 

9. Which Filofax in the current range do you like the most? Are you going to buy it? 

I wish there was a new Filofax I loved but the one’s I like don’t have 30 mm rings which is a deal breaker. 

I do look on eBay all the time for old ones. 

10. What is the most you have ever spent on a Filofax? Which model? 

I bought the A5 Gray Malden new and it was a little over a hundred dollars but at the same time I bought

an A5 purple Finchley for $9 during the Swedish sale. I rationalized the price of the Malden by telling

myself I only paid $55 for each - Which made me feel a lot better. 

11. Turning to Philofaxy, what do you like the most? 

I love that if I don’t know the answer to a question someone there does. And like everyone has said

” 

before me, the sense of community. My family is bewildered by Filophila so it’s a relief to have a place

where people get me. 

12. And what do you not like about Philofaxy? 

Forgive me, Philofaxy but... The background color of the Philofaxy site is my least favorite thing. It

doesn’t do a thing for you... 

13. What was the last music album CD you bought or downloaded? 

I’m pretty neutral about music, even in my car. I love listening to audible books and subscribe to lots of
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podcasts. I’ve downloaded tons of apps also, but music isn’t really my thing. 

Thank you Tracy for going under our Spotlight. 

1. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/

2. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-lWEeQeLrG8s/UEyJf8Qk32I/AAAAAAAANEo/_46E3GN79OY/s1600/meandvee4.jpg

EmmaNoey (2012-09-24 20:44:20)

Your blog is so much fun to look through- neat ideas for filofax, plus interesting vintage/retro links. And your

dogs are so cute! Makes me want a greyhound, although I’m not in a position to right now. Ventura sure looks happy! 

Lime Tree (2012-09-25 00:36:48)

Hi Tracy! 

I agree that your blog should be called the creative suburban mom not crazy! I love all the costumization you do

on your Filofaxes. Still can’t believe I missed the cute pouches you were selling a while back. By the way where is

the 80’s hot mess link? The one that started it all :)

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-09-25 02:56:19)

EmmaNoey - Thank you so much for the comment! I appreciate it so much! 

Tracy

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-09-25 02:58:49)

Lime Tree, It was a post I wrote in august. 

Don’t know if I can add links here but if I can —-> 

http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/08/ a-disorganized-cluttered-and-imperfect.html

There’s no picture of the purple planner, it’s long since disintegrated! 

I wish I could more of those pouches, like the red riding hood one, but I can’t find them anymore! 

Tracy

Ling (2012-09-25 03:49:11)

I loved reading your post. With all of the FC enabling lately, I wonder why you didn’t like it? 

I enjoy looking at your setup, I use mostly grid paper too and like to doodle on them. And I’d love it if you’d

create more templates. Love them! 

mstraat (2012-09-25 09:24:09)

Tracy, I love your blog. (And Ventura and Ginger.) Your writing is really engaging. Thanks for stepping under

the spotlight! 

Ms. C (2012-09-25 09:43:55)

Hi Tracy! Great to see you featured here-you have been such an inspiration to me! 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-09-25 10:16:16)

It’s not that I didn’t like Franklin covey really... And now their line is so much bigger there’s something for

everyone I think. 

I bought one because I’d gotten the personal portland and it was small for me. But the leather is so beautiful and

it was really well made. Filofaxes weren’t really being widely sold here anymore so I bought the FC to size up. 

Loved the size but it didn’t have the same quality (at that time anyway). The inserts now are really varied but at

the time all I could find was standard business type inserts and they didn’t work for me. 

I will work on some more templates, glad too! I wasn’t sure anyone was really interested so I put it on a the back

burner. Is there anything you’d like to see?? 

Tracy

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-09-25 10:16:57)

Thank you so much for letting me know - I can’t tell you how much all these comments mean to me. 

Tracy

563





Tracy Reinhardt (2012-09-25 10:18:17)

Ms. C - I’m so glad you let me know! Bloggings kind of an odd thing - sometimes I think I put stuff out there and

no one hears me! It makes me feel so much better to know people are reading and enjoying! 

Tracy

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-09-25 10:20:45)

Just want to ask.. If I tried making some personal inserts would people be interested? 

Tracy

Deborah- Jane (2012-09-25 15:40:22)

Now that is a silly question would we be interested...is the sky blue...of course we would... 

Free For All Tuesday No. 86 (2012-09-25 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

Tuesdays are your chance to ask any Filofax related questions you might have. 

So fire away and we will collectively try to answer your questions or offer opinions. 

1. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-bJDrXVhsvXI/T-3uAaeb2dI/AAAAAAAAL9Q/I7Nbi2OZwrU/s1600/keepcalm1.png

Morag (2012-09-25 01:38:47)

Not really a question but I have discovered (mixed up with diary pages) my Filofax Slimming Magazine Calorie

Counter!! I forgot I even had one. It’s full of useful information and fits perfectly in my personal size health filo. It

seems to date from 1987 (I’ve been an organiser from a very young age lol)

T-na (2012-09-25 01:39:53)

Is 19mm the largest pocket size rings available from Filofax? Including the discontinued models, not just the

current ones. Thanks! 

Jenna (2012-09-25 02:09:26)

Not a question either, but I realized this week that I pretty much only use the diary section & financial section of

my filo on a day-to-day basis! If somethings not in my diary I don’t think about it. I had this idea last week to

insert a flyleaf in between my week on 2 pages to stick stickies for lists, to-dos, homework, ect and its working

great for me! :D I took out the to-do section as well, it was just bugging me because it wasn’t getting used at all. 

Anyone want a BNIP pack of cotton cream to-do sheets? I have no use for them now. 

The Real Drama Mama (2012-09-25 02:49:55)

I always wondered about the rings on the pocket size binders. I have had pocket size Chamelon, Finsbury, and

Malden. The Malden holds more than the Finsbury and of course the Chamelon is beautiful but very small rings. 

I could live without my personal if the pocket had bigger rings. I am having to still use both a personal and pocket
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binder because i just can’t see lugging my personal every. 

Steve Morton (2012-09-25 03:03:28)

I think 19mm is the largest they have ever sold in Pocket size... but I am happy to bow to someone who knows

different! 

Hamish MacBear (2012-09-25 03:49:06)

It would appear that the Time Management diary inserts are no more - you can still order by phone but they

are being discontinued. Sadly, this appears to be yet another nail in the coffin for Filofax as a serious time

management tool - according to Filofax, there is no demand for the time management insers, which comes as no

surprise as the inserts were always hidden away in some secretive corner of the website. 

Alison Reeves (2012-09-25 04:12:11)

And of course they sell out every year - makes you wonder if they would sell more if they made more! 

Steve Morton (2012-09-25 04:16:07)

Alison.... you should be in marketing, but with a grander title than that.. 

So are they going to be available for 2013? 

There are alternatives available of course (cough) Ray and Steve Enhanced TM inserts... 

Helen Conway (2012-09-25 04:26:58)

Is there a current discount code for City Organiser? 

Helen

Who accidentally met and fell in love with a Holborn yesterday! 

Lostwithoutyou (2012-09-25 04:42:52)

I’ve seen some 2013 TM Inserts on ebay. 

Alison Reeves (2012-09-25 05:31:46)

Steve - I do a lot of marketing for my customers!!! FF don’t deserve to sell any of them the way they tuck them

away and don’t promote them. 

However I won’t be buying the FF TM inserts this year. Firstly I am trying to go down to a personal size (possibly

FC for that extra half an inch!), secondly I’d rather print out yours and Rays even if I have to edit slightly. These

FF inserts are expensive (especially if you want the weekly and daily set) and I sort of resent the fact that they

are hard to get hold of - they should be a mainstream item. Also the paper is pretty poor - I am a fountain pen

fan and like decent paper. 

Alison Reeves (2012-09-25 05:32:56)

Oh, did he make your heart race - is he handsome and charismatic in the flesh? 

I’ve never had the pleasure of stroking one I’m afraid, but I do like the layout as described by other users. 

Steve Morton (2012-09-25 05:36:50)

I don’t think there’s one at the moment, what size/type of Holborn are you interested in. I saw one there on

Saturday in their sale area... 

Give them a call

Steve

Helen Conway (2012-09-25 05:43:34)

A5,wine.... Like Richard Gere in his prime. 

Steve Morton (2012-09-25 05:49:51)

They had an A5 Holborn Zip on the sales shelf, but I forget what colour it was, priced at £50 something.... 

Your Richard Gere would be my equivalent... Felicity Kendal in her younger days! 
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Tim (2012-09-25 06:04:54)

It’s not a Philofaxy exclusive discount, but City Organiser are promoting a 10 % code for September of ”1111”. 

I keep looking at that new tan A5 Flex, but am loathed to spend more on Filofax products, with their current

attitudes! 

Steve Morton (2012-09-25 06:11:04)

Thanks for that Tim, I must have missed that. I’ve added that to the graphic link in the side bar. 

Steve

Yu (2012-09-25 06:27:04)

Argh! *ordered something before she knew about the code*

Tim (2012-09-25 06:30:22)

You can almost imagine this Filofax memo.. ”Secret. We don’t want anyone to know that Time Management

inserts have been made for 2013. 

If you really must know, they are product code TM701351. 

But don’t

tell anyone and certainly don’t put them on our website, because folk might want to buy them. We need

to sell as few as possible so that we can discontinue them next year, by claiming that there is no longer any demand.” 

Steve Morton (2012-09-25 06:37:06)

And it would be very bad if someone posted links on the interwebs and the twitters as to where you might be able

to buy them from... 

http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Filofax-Professional-A5-2013-Week-Two-Page

s-Dated-Diary-Pack-TM701351-

/280963807728

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Filofax-Professional-Dated-Pages-Diary/dp/ B008KM952O

Currently Unavailable :(

and elsewhere:

https://www.google.co.uk/search?hl=en &btnG=Google+Search &meta= &q=TM701351

Hamish MacBear (2012-09-25 06:52:14)

Thanks for those links, Steve - I’ve just purchased the 2 pages per day insert for 2013 from eBay. 

Butanben (2012-09-25 07:04:06)

Personally, I fall for any chap who has a crinkle factor of 10!!! Let me explain.... The crinkle factor is that moment

when a chap’s smile is just for you, his eyes sparkle with happiness and crinkle up around the edges whenever he

laughs or smiles.A chap with a high crinkle factor and sparkling eyes has me utterly smitten!!! I am not smitten

by crinkle factor in a Filofax though!!! LOL!! 

Maus (2012-09-25 07:20:55)

Has anyone ever seen the new Osterley colour ”orange”, which is now available on the CO site? 

industrious housewife (2012-09-25 07:38:02)

It looks gorgeous doesn’t it! 

industrious housewife (2012-09-25 07:39:42)

Everyone see Filofax latest post on Facebook???? 

Think they might be listening! 

industrious housewife (2012-09-25 07:40:12)

https://www.facebook.com/filofax

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-09-25 07:44:21)

I’ve just replied, pointing them here for all of our many, many requests!!!! 
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Paul Taylor (2012-09-25 08:24:20)

Would anyone mind reposting the text of said Facebook entry from Filofax? I don’t ’do’ Facebook (walled garden

/ invasion of privacy concerns) but something like this might be of general interest even among the Facebook

refuseniks like myself. 

Paul B (2012-09-25 09:07:16)

I think their Marketing department must be staffed by ex-Army guys from the Stores section. The same guys who

would tell you, when you needed to exchange an item: ”Can’t you see? These are the Stores. Stores are for storing. 

If we were meant to issue you anything, we’d be called Issues”. Sigh....... 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-09-25 09:08:15)

”Check out our range of useful inserts at http://tiny.cc/3jhzkw– we have everything from road maps of France to

handy Finance Sheets. Quick question for you - what kind of insert would you like to see to make sure you stay

super organised?” 

Paul B (2012-09-25 09:11:37)

Ye Gods!!! Is Filofax’s facebook page sponsored by London Fashion Week? Sad to see that ”fashion” is the

pre-eminent theme coming out of their website. Maybe we are in a minority, as they have 4,927 likes, and even

Filofax can’t have THAT many employees. Oh well. I’ll stick with my vintage products, my printer and Philofaxy

”Files”. Steve, shouldn’t you rename them ”Philes” ?? 

Kerry (2012-09-25 09:37:03)

Hello, I’m a first time poster but keen philofaxy reader! 

I just got my first personal, it’s a vintage with Made in England and real calf stamped in gold and has gold rings

which I love, but they don’t have filofax stamped on them. Is it me, or is that odd? 

Thanks! 

Alondra Karwowski (2012-09-25 09:59:02)

I wouldn’t mind having some extra to do sheets :) are they for sell or will they be a nice donation? 

Cecilia Tudo (2012-09-25 10:00:55)

yes? What size? 

T-na (2012-09-25 10:19:26)

Thanks, Steve. I was browsing some of the Filofax sites (.it, .de, etc...) and noticed a 23 mm rings description on

a pocket Butterfly. Couldn’t tell if that was a typo or not. 

crofter (2012-09-25 12:08:56)

I was so pleased to see in the first post of the Finds that Letts is in talks with Excompta to be bought out. That

would certainly take care of the paper problem. I would doubt they would take much interest in the binders, they

are in the paper business. That is really not a concern for me, I have to big a collection of binders any way, but

with them and their planning products, you would see a lot more options. 

The other major point, they are very, very interested is satisfying their customers. For those of you that follow the

Quo Vadis blog, that is very evident. I think it would be a great win/win situation for both companies. 

Laura (2012-09-25 12:22:05)

Hello all, wondered if anyone could help me out. I’m looking to buy a pocket size diary insert like this one:

http://www.filofax.de/store/diaryrefillsdetails.asp?productId=2514

Needs to be ruled, and equal sized boxes for each day. 

Does anyone know of anywhere in the UK I could get this from before I pay for the international shipping costs? I

want them for the rest of 2012 and 2013. 

Thanks! 
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Jen (2012-09-25 12:39:41)

Post-It Labels - Do they have these in the UK? If not, I apologize. I love them. They are full sheet adhesive so

they stick wonderfully well on the front of my binder for reminders or lists. 

I have these on my dashboard:

http://www.post-it.com/wps/portal/3M/en

US/Post

It/Global/Products/Product-Catalog/?N=42-94424795+5893916 &rt=r3

These on my desk:

http://www.post-it.com/wps/portal/3M/en

US/Post

It/Global/Products/Product-Catalog/ /Post-it-Super-Sticky-Patterne d-Label-Pads-2-in-x-3-in-Neon-Colors-50-Pack?N=6253269 &rt=rud &x=0 &y=0

I’m coveting these:

http://www.post-it.com/wps/portal/3M/en US/Post It/Global/Products/Product-Catalog/ /Post-it-Designer-I-D-Labels-R ed-Apple-Diecut-2-1-in-x-2-3-in-60-Pk?N=6244224 &rt=rud &x=0 &y=0

My Staples only carries a few, but I’m thinking a search is in order. 

Helen Conway (2012-09-25 14:26:17)

There is a sales shelf??? I am excited. I have just reorganised my day trip to London from Bath tomorrow to take

in a detour to CO and Have also just spotted on Google maps that there is a Daunts bookshop at the top of Bow

Lane... Yipee! 

po (2012-09-25 15:16:21)

Hi everybody, being a Philofaxy reader for a long time I have never asked anything but read ”free for all...” with

pleasure. However, now I have encountered a sad thing with my Pocket Hampshire. I hadn’t used it for a while (in

favour of Personal Hamilton) and when I opened it I found that a credit card holder had glued itself to the binder. 

I removed it carefully but now the leather is all sticky and full of stains. Has anyone experienced something like

this and know what to do to get the binder back in good condition again? Grateful for your suggestions. 

Tim (2012-09-25 15:38:56)

You may be right and indeed I hope so. Sadly, based on my own senior management experience of venture

capitalist exits strategies, mergers and takeovers, I suspect the opposite could happen. Excompta will be seeking

big synergy savings to justify their purchase. Looking at the current product ranges, there is a lot of overlap and

duplication, which would suggest ”opportunities” for consolidation and product rationalisation. Quo Vadis binders

and Flex, for example. 

Sadly, the paper-based organiser and diary market is currently in sharp decline. Now is unlikely to be the time to

see expanded product options from any large operator, although I’m sure that excellent products like Quo Vadis

would become far more available in the UK. I’m not suggesting that Filofax would disappear, but maybe nothing

like the current range. 

I agree that the French company certainly won’t tolerate current paper quality or poor customer service! 

(I also commented on today’s webfinds). 

Jenna (2012-09-25 16:16:31)

Just a donation! I have a personal sized pack, shoot me an email @ Jedi-jenna@hotmail.com if you’d like them. :)

Alondra Karwowski (2012-09-25 23:42:46)

Emailed you :)

David Popely (2012-09-26 12:34:47)

i think this really, genuinely is the last nail in the coffin for FF as a genuine Time Management tool for me. Yes, 

of course, the print-on-demand versions are available (and are great), but the very fact that we have to dig out (or

design) these inserts in the first place jut shows that FF aren’t at all interested - which is to be expected now that

the Presly Gang and Phoenix are selling up. Presly has a further 30 company directorships to fall back on, so

he’ll be OK, along with his daughter (no comment). The brand may or may not be capable of rescue by Exaclair

(if they get the chance). Exaclair’s existing diary portfolio includes the excellent Quo Vadis layouts, but to all

intents and purposes, FF at present are nowhere near being on the map as a serious time and task planning and
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management tool. 

Looks like it’ll have to be TMI for me in 2013 - I want to deal with a company that’s still in some way interested..... 

David Popely (2012-09-26 12:38:22)

Good thinking - start listening to your customers after the story has broken that you’re selling the brand and

company. Why am I unimpressed? 

Also unimpressed with the half-hearted attempt by Slam PR to have some of their PR cronies post positive things

about the Temperley range and their fashion focus generally. check out the Twitter profiles of the posters - some

of them have less than 5 followers. 

’I’ve got a little list’, as Gilbert and Sullivan once said.... 

David Popely (2012-09-26 12:39:32)

So...Tim...how would you turn a Quo Vadis diary into a decent TM tool? ;)

Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-09-26 15:03:45)

@butanben

Mmm. Tom Hardy

Sorry. Somewhat off topic, but he has the crinkle factor for me! 

:-)

crofter (2012-09-27 00:25:55)

Hi David and Tim, 

I have no earthly idea about how you would turn Quo Vadis into a great tool, but I am sure of one thing; they

would listen to suggestions, and respond to them, and if it is feasible they will produce the product you want. 

That is a lot more than we have now! 

Web Finds - Mardi 25 Septembre 2012 (2012-09-25 10:00) - Steve Morton

Gosh I leave the system running over the weekend in my absence and I was amazed at how many posts

and articles had appeared when I got back from my weekend à Londres... 

So here they are:

1. [1]French firm in the frame as diary maker Letts/Filofax goes up for sale again - Scotsman

2. [2]21 Signs That You Are Failing At Time Management - Time Management Ninja

3. [3]Meet up in Köln - Filomaniac

4. [4]Journalling School (10) - Filomaniac

5. [5]Journalling School Session 10: Past, Present and Future - My Life All in One Place

6. [6]Filofax as objet d’amour - The Crazy Suburban Mom

7. [7]Comparing the Midori Traveler’s Notebook to an A5 Filofax - The Crazy Suburban Mom

8. [8]Lessons Never Learned - Well Planned Life

9. [9]Temperley for Filofax - Violet Review - Imysworld

10. [10]Guest Post from Kiddy Qualia - How she uses her Filofax - Imysworld

11. [11]I’m back!! And an update :) - The Life of The Perpetual Student

12. [12]filofax heavyweight champion! - Paper Lovestory
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13. [13]my filofax week #23 - Paper Lovestory

14. [14]more homemade inserts - Paper Lovestory

15. [15]Philofaxy meet up. 22/9/12 - Rapunzel’s World

16. [16]My thoughts on the new Temperley for Filofax range - Rapunzel’s World

17. An Open Letter....... - Austin Linda Rides Again [Link Removed as the post was deleted]

18. [17]Could it be that Letts, the owner/partner of Filofax is getting ready to sell? - Austin Linda

Rides Again

19. [18]There is something rotten in the state of Filo - Productive Living

20. [19]Filofax Fortnight #6 - Pride, It leaves you hollow

21. [20]Philofaxy September 2012 Meet Up - JarFM

22. [21]Filofax App? - Lady Tamlynn

23. [22]New Set Up - picture 4 - Sense of Gravity

24. [23]My Filofax Collection Part 2 - Within Dreams We Live

25. [24]Filofax inserts using a cute notebook - Nothings Original Anymore

26. [25]Look what I found! - Lilly Actually

27. [26]My Domino Snake set up for uni - Lilly Actually

28. [27]Yet Another Divider Post: Pennybridge - Wandrrlust

29. [28]When Life Gets Crazy& - Wandrrlust

30. [29]Making Filofax Dividers - Femme Musings

31. [30]Hot List Sheets - Cloudberry Musings

32. [31]New Filofax Personal Inserts - Glossette

33. [32]My new weight loss Filofax - Filofax Fantasies

34. [33]Question of the Week - Strangest Place You’ve Taken Your Filofax? - Bryan Sherwood

35. [34]The Most Important Part of My Filofax Planner - Bryan Sherwood

36. [35]Uni Filofax Set Up - In Hope of an Organised Life

37. [36]Do you know where your addresses are?? - Plannerisms

38. [37]Creating time out of nothing - Mother’s Always Right

39. [38]Moving on up...- Imysworld

40. [39]Maudiemade - Jagged Little Thoughts

And you have been busy doing Filofax videos too... Click watch in You Tube if you want to see the full

details of the video and comments etc. 
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IFRAME: [40]http://www.youtube.com/embed/Av4V8YJVsI4?rel=0

IFRAME: [41]http://www.youtube.com/embed/Na8jrGEfMcA?rel=0

IFRAME: [42]http://www.youtube.com/embed/eRha8Is0nxE?rel=0

IFRAME: [43]http://www.youtube.com/embed/EmkSiKsqCdw?rel=0

IFRAME: [44]http://www.youtube.com/embed/2R3Ct9Uh as?rel=0

IFRAME: [45]http://www.youtube.com/embed/9LR7o4jHdaM?rel=0

A bientôt

1. 

http://www.scotsman.com/business/management/

french-firm-in-the-frame-as-diary-maker-letts-goes-up-for-sale-again-1-2543082

2. http://timemanagementninja.com/2012/09/21-signs-that-you-are-failing-at-time-management/

3. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/09/meet-up-in-koln.html

4. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/09/journalling-school-10.html

5. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/09/journalling-school-session-10-past.html

6. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/09/filofax-as-objet-damour.html

7. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/09/comparing-midori-travelers-notebook-to.html

8. http://wellplannedlife.blogspot.fr/2012/09/lessons-never-learned.html

9. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/09/temperley-for-filofax-violet-review.html

10. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/09/guest-post-from-kiddy-qualia-how-she.html

11. http://thelifeoftheperpetualstudent.blogspot.fr/2012/09/im-back-and-update.html

12. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/09/filofax-heavyweight-champion.html

13. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/09/my-filofax-week-23.html

14. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/09/more-homemade-inserts.html

15. http://icclewu.blogspot.fr/2012/09/philofaxy-meet-up-22912.html

16. http://icclewu.blogspot.fr/2012/09/my-thoughts-on-new-temperley-for.html

17. http://austinlindarides.blogspot.fr/2012/09/could-it-be-that-letts-ownerpartner-of.html

18. http://productiveliving.blogspot.fr/2012/09/there-is-something-rotten-in-state-of.html

19. http://clareio.blogspot.fr/2012/09/filofax-fortnight-6.html

20. http://jarfm.com/?p=437

21. http://ladytamlynn.blogspot.fr/2012/09/filofax-app.html

22. http://senseofgravity.blogspot.fr/2012/09/new-set-up-picture-4.html

23. http://withindreamswelive.blogspot.fr/2012/09/my-filofax-collection-part-2.html

24. http://nothingsoriginalanymore.blogspot.fr/2012/09/filofax-inserts-using-cute-notebook.html

25. http://lilyactually.blogspot.fr/2012/09/look-what-i-found.html

26. http://lilyactually.blogspot.fr/2012/09/my-domino-snake-set-up-for-uni.html

27. http://wandrrlust.org/2012/09/24/yet-another-divider-post-pennybridge/

28. http://wandrrlust.org/2012/09/24/when-life-gets-crazy/

29. http://femmeinistspectator.wordpress.com/2012/09/21/making-dividers/

30. http://cloudberrythoughts.blogspot.fr/2012/09/hot-list-sheets.html

31. http://makeupgeeek.wordpress.com/2012/09/22/new-filofax-personal-inserts/

32. http://filofaxfantasies.blogspot.fr/2012/09/my-new-weight-loss-filofax.html

33. 

http://www.bryansherwood.com/bryan_sherwood/2012/09/

question-of-the-week-strangest-place-youve-taken-your-filofax.html

34. 

http://www.bryansherwood.com/bryan_sherwood/2012/09/the-most-important-part-of-my-filofax-planner. 

html

35. http://organisedstudentlife.blogspot.fr/2012/09/uni-filofax-set-up.html

36. http://www.plannerisms.com/2012/09/do-you-know-where-your-addresses-are.html

37. http://www.mothersalwaysright.com/creating-time/

38. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/09/moving-on-up.html

39. http://jaggedlittlethoughts.blogspot.fr/2012/09/maudiemade.html

40. http://www.youtube.com/embed/Av4V8YJVsI4?rel=0

41. http://www.youtube.com/embed/Na8jrGEfMcA?rel=0
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42. http://www.youtube.com/embed/eRha8Is0nxE?rel=0

43. http://www.youtube.com/embed/EmkSiKsqCdw?rel=0

44. http://www.youtube.com/embed/2R3Ct9Uh_as?rel=0

45. http://www.youtube.com/embed/9LR7o4jHdaM?rel=0

Tim (2012-09-25 10:25:07)

At first glance you may skip over it, but everyone here should read the top story (no. 1 above) from today’s

Scotsman (”French firm in the frame as diary maker Letts goes up for sale again”). This could have enormous

consequences for the future of Filofax. 

1) Letts (Letts Filofax Group) is the company that owns Filofax. 2) The CEO of LFG is to announce the trading

figures for 2011 shortly. He is already hinting that they will be bad. We all know that! 

3) The venture capitalists that own the bulk of LFG are rumoured to want out. VC’s don’t usually hang around

in declining markets. 

4) Groupe Exacompta Clairefontaine. Who are they? They are a huge firm involved in all sorts of paper/

stationery/ office things. Most interestingly, they own Quo Vadis, the nearest French product to Filofax. If they

succeed in purchasing Letts Filofax, what will happen. Range consolidation for sure! 

We shouldn’t speculate too much, but turbulent times may lie ahead... 

Alondra Karwowski (2012-09-25 10:31:17)

Thank you for featuring my Metropol video’s :)

Natalie (2012-09-25 12:07:08)

Thank you for the great links to the wonderful blogs. I enjoy it again and again to browse on your blog. 

Greetings

Natalie

Jenna (2012-09-25 16:17:09)

2 posts on one day? Its like christmas time! :)

Josh (2012-09-25 20:16:26)

I had similar thoughts, Tim. 

At least from the American viewpoint, the Filofax brand is much better established than QuoVadis, which would help keep Filofax viable. But one must wonder what we will see in the future. 

John (2012-09-25 21:16:04)

One obvious benefit would have to be a paper upgrade. Clairefontaine paper is of peerless quality. I might do a

somersault the day I see Personal cut-and-punched Rhodia quadrille or Dot Grid refills. . . 

Mony (2012-09-27 03:23:55)

ho messo i titoli :) grazie

Hannah C. (2012-09-27 10:20:09)

I’m just now getting around to watching the videos, and I’m being told that the Temperley video (first on the list)

has been removed by the user. 

Steve Morton (2012-09-27 11:42:56)

Yes they have, but I think they have uploaded a new version, so I’ve linked to it. Try again.. 

Philofaxy Meet Up - September 2012 (2012-09-26 00:00) - Steve Morton

So another London meet up is complete. 

572





’But Steve it was just another London Meet Up?’

Well yes and no... I will admit the format of the day on Saturday did use the tried and tested formula of

the previous ones, but we have been tweaking and refining it with each meet up... the same as we tweak

our Filofax set ups, looking for that ultimate bit of perfection. 

A quick run down of the day and then I will get into the detail and some background for those of you who

as yet haven’t attended a meet up to see if we can demystify the magic of a Philofaxy Meet Up, what is

the secret behind them... 

So I flew in to London from Poitiers my local airport here in France on Friday afternoon, arriving in

London in the thick of the evening rush hour, which is a bit of a shock compared to quiet and peaceful

rural France. Once again I was booked in to the Holiday Inn Express in Southwark Street just behind

Tate Modern, although there are a growing number of hotels now available in this area of London. 

After breakfast I wandered across to Tate Modern and monitored Twitter and had my phone to hand

to keep in touch with people on their way to London. Our meet up was timed for 12.00 noon with us

booked in to the restaurant for 12:15. With one exception every one was there by 12:10, big thumbs up, 

thanks everyone, this was a great start to a great afternoon. 

Because our numbers have swelled from 10 to 14 people, Tate couldn’t accommodate us all on one long

table as in the past. However, in the end this didn’t seem to matter as we all moved around after we had

finished eating and I think we all got to talk to everyone else either at the Tate, during the walk across to

City Organiser or later on that evening. 

As usual it was a case of ’who is going to be first’.... first to finish dinner? No.... First to get out their

Filofax organisers that they had brought along! It didn’t take long before they started to appear and

pages where being turned and discussions and explanations where being given and ideas exchanged. 

[1]
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[2]

[3]

Andy surprised Rebecca when he produced a large Dodopad folder that his wife had used in the late

1980’s, Rebecca was rather taken back and Dodolighted to see a bit of her companies history still preserved

and loved. 

This was our sixth London meet up in less than two years, we had people that had been to a meet

up before as well as new people, but some people had not been at the same meet up together, so they

were also meeting for the first time. Very few introductions were needed, with people being on Twitter, 

Facebook and of course Philofaxy, more and more people know each other quite well these days, and it

was great to watch everyone instantly be relaxed and at ease with each other. 

574







[4]

[5]
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[6]

[7]
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[8]

Alison the Globe Trotting Philofaxy Meet Up Attendee

London, Chicago.... 

[9]

I got to chat with people about Philofaxy in general and some of these discussions triggered ideas for

future posts, so I was frantically making notes so I didn’t forget them. 

At about 3pm we settled up our bill at the Tate and we formed up to march, sorry I mean walk to City

Organiser over in Bow Lane, once again we were lucky with the weather, not a drop of rain all day thank

goodness. 

Then as we approached City Organiser, all the excitement and chattering started to die down as we got

within a few metres. For those who had never been there before it was like entering the ’Magic Kingdom’

there was silence... for a few seconds.... then people remembered to breath again.... no this wasn’t a

dream it was real, all those organisers in one place for them to look at and touch. 

Having the whole of City Organiser to ourselves was once again an excellent part of the whole meet up

experience and a big thank you to Andy for agreeing to open just for us on Saturday, normally his day off. 
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[10]

Tracy and Imy

[11]

The

Dynamic Duo[12]

Well Imy what do
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you think of the new Temperley?[13]

I

think you can guess Tracy’s reaction![14]

Andy introduces

some of the new Letts Notebooks

[15]
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[16]

[17]

[18]

This was were the serious business of the day was going to take place, shopping lists came out, eyes started

scanning the displays and items were being picked out and placed on the counter. 
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[19]

[20]

Purple Maldens

It wasn’t all about buying though, we got to closely examine the new Temperley organisers as well as the

limited edition ones. Quite a lot of discussion took place around a table at the back of the shop about

these and comparing them with other organisers from the standard range. 

Laurie will be doing a review of a Temperley soon so it will be interesting to see what she has to say

compared to what the group thought. 

I think most of us ventured down in to the ’Aladdins Cave’ which is the basement office of City Organiser. 

As you can see there were a few familiar office staff already sat at the desks gazing around the walls of

shelves of Filofax black boxes.... and Andy then told us, oh we haven’t had our big Autumn delivery yet... 

I wonder where they will all end up being stored..! 
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[21]

The new office staff at City Organiser try out their desks! 

[22]
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[23]

I am sure most of us have been to a store to look and may be buy a Filofax before. However, the unique

experience about doing the same thing at a meet up is that you are shopping with ’friends’. You can

examine the whole range of organisers, or even the whole stock of one particular model/style to be able

to pick out exactly the one that you like the best, best the pattern of the leather or the shade of colour. 

[24]

Which Purple Malden would you

like? 

We managed to get everyone outside for a quick group photo before the daylight disappeared and some of

our party had to leave for early trains home to different parts of UK. 
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[25]

L-R Yasmin, Andy, Anita, Saz, Christa, Thomas, Tracy, Imy, Alison, Jess, Keji, Rebecca, Preethi

As some of us were staying in London, and a few people only had a short train journey to get home, so

we agreed to meet up for a meal in a restaurant in the evening. 

I had spotted Vapiano whilst I was over last time in May, when I mentioned it to Thomas, he was very

complementary about Vapiano and so we met up there in the evening. 

[26]

More discussions took place, others continued from earlier, a few drinks were consumed as well as some

lovely food and deserts. 
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[27]

[28]

Sadly we had to end the day there, go home or back our respective hotels. After a quick night cap we

turned in for the night. 

Sunday dawned with grey skies and the forecast of rain and high winds, so I implemented a hasty change

of plan for lunch and we went back to Vapiano’s again... this time a reduced number of us (Thomas, Imy, 

Tracy and myself), but we were joined by my son Philip and Maudie (of [29]Maudie Made)

We had a great meal and lots of discussion. I’m not quite sure what my son Philip made of it all, he

was the only non-Filofax user there!!! But he joined in the conversation as much as everyone else, so it

couldn’t have been too bad! 

It was lovely to meet Maudie as well for the first time. She is also another diary insert maker so it was

interesting to compare notes about how we create our different diary inserts. 

With it still raining outside we all said our goodbyes and headed off for trains. I had a quiet night in the

hotel and flew back to France on Monday morning, but I also managed to visit The Pen Shop in Stansted

Airport on the way through. The manager remembered me from last May!!! So we had a chat and I left

her with some Philofaxy cards. 
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[30]

The Pen Shop Stansted Airport

The weekend has left me full of happy memories of conversations and things we shared on the two days

and now of course I can look forward to the November meet ups... one in [31]Edinburgh and the other in

[32]London. 

Again thank you to everyone who came to the various events over the weekend. And of course to Andy

for giving us full access to [33]City Organiser
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12. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-s2K_brfPSXM/UGHmlJ1tiXI/AAAAAAAANSU/72PbQ4FzfTs/s1600/IMG_3018.jpg

13. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-JUFe3cTn_JM/UGHmqJfj_mI/AAAAAAAANSs/RKBw9ZXjCZ8/s1600/IMG_3021.jpg

14. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-tDLE36bXqVk/UGHmmgah9aI/AAAAAAAANSc/zNEKQPSIbg8/s1600/IMG_3019.jpg

15. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-QFJsHwtlcSs/UGHmoqz152I/AAAAAAAANSk/ZnSjpxniAvg/s1600/IMG_3020.jpg

16. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-B_p9PJWKaFc/UGHmrzdEh8I/AAAAAAAANS0/04dOLMSZZM4/s1600/IMG_3023.jpg

17. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ODv9B1F0FXI/UGHmtVqAeoI/AAAAAAAANS8/odj_qZHI2wc/s1600/IMG_3024.jpg

18. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Xuec1N__X94/UGHmu6JpDhI/AAAAAAAANTE/E8B0Cd4PxEs/s1600/IMG_3025.jpg

19. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-zDs6TWEjkF0/UGHm4yKku2I/AAAAAAAANT0/wTGvM6zfPzs/s1600/IMG_3035.jpg

20. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-t15JND3MlmI/UGHm1Z2Iy1I/AAAAAAAANTg/NsCoOA9prxA/s1600/IMG_3031.jpg

21. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-riuCKnaMEzQ/UGHmw_qsoSI/AAAAAAAANTM/7NZvhf2OXHk/s1600/IMG_3027.jpg

22. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-rIc9Aug7ssI/UGHmyQ75bBI/AAAAAAAANTQ/JrKHArm1KwM/s1600/IMG_3028.jpg

23. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-TRXHU7QiGmI/UGHmzmYxRsI/AAAAAAAANTc/K-qT1u9oxw0/s1600/IMG_3029.jpg

24. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-o6abR_NmtXs/UGHm3Ba5HKI/AAAAAAAANTs/CgZZ9XAhZ6Q/s1600/IMG_3034.jpg

25. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-juS3YM3SROc/UGHm6U5z-LI/AAAAAAAANT8/l3hfv_epTsc/s1600/IMG_3042.jpg

26. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-qd-VeL1gH_0/UGHmRPnvFOI/AAAAAAAANQs/lLZCVF81-NU/s1600/24092012028.jpg

27. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ER4QHJK5Zas/UGHm7yoNqgI/AAAAAAAANUE/tU_NBmM9YHI/s1600/IMG_3045.jpg

28. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ZHR7Yes4vSM/UGHm9tJUDrI/AAAAAAAANUM/nsXDm9Wu8AM/s1600/IMG_3047.jpg

29. http://www.maudiemade.com/

30. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-J5bIgJ9srok/UGHmS1BTrTI/AAAAAAAANQ0/IRzDo1nXMgY/s1600/24092012031.jpg
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31. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/09/philofaxy-meet-up-edinburgh-17-november.html

32. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/09/philofaxy-london-meet-up-24-november.html

33. http://www.cityorganiser.co.uk/

Josh (2012-09-26 00:39:41)

Looks like a brilliant Meetup! We all wish we could have been to this star-studded event... Steve (the King), Imy

and Tracy (the dynamic duo), Anita... I’d particularly have loved to have met Lord Dodo! Looks like tons of fun. 

Will have to try to get to London for one of these sometime! 

Globetrotting Cacti (2012-09-26 01:10:05)

Loved reading the write-up, Steve. Fantastically fun day meeting old and new friends. Have to admit I felt far

more relaxed this time around (last time my husband was freaking out about me meeting people off the internet

and I was instructed to send him regular texts throughout the day.... this time he knew I was with friends!). Steve

- thanks so much for organising, you do all the hard work so we can all enjoy the day. P.S. LOVE seeing The Pen

Shop photo.... my highlight of flying from Stansted (they have some really old inserts there, and makes flying

budget worth it!). 

Becki Ritson (2012-09-26 02:10:43)

Looks like brilliant fun. I’d love to come along to one of these! Maybe next time... 

Becki Ritson (2012-09-26 02:10:54)

Looks like brilliant fun. I’d love to come along to one of these! Maybe next time... 

Ling (2012-09-26 05:04:25)

What a nice write-up, but I keep wondering: what did everyone buy? 

Patricia (2012-09-26 06:50:04)

Looks like a fab day! 

michele (2012-09-26 07:34:12)

This was a fantastic write up of a great meet up! Wow the basement of the store with all those Filofax boxes -

how could you stand that! My British boyfriend keeps telling me to fly to London for a meet up and I would love

to go one day SOON! 

Lord Dodo (2012-09-26 07:38:58)

Thanks again to you Steve - it was a brilliant day - I met friends old and mostly new but as you say knowing each

other online makes actually meeting ’in the flesh’ almost completing the circle. I have to say it never occurred to

me to be cautious about meeting people I’d not ’met’ before! 

I’ll be interested to see what Laurie has to say about the new ’Violet’ Temperley. I did in fact buy one and I have

to admit to loving it. But I am using it as a wallet to replace my old Classic. (I guess neither Imy or Tracy will

ever speak to me again!)

It was wonderful to meet Andy from City Organiser too and to see a 32 year old Dodo Pad, perfectly preserved

and MUCH used and loved, was indeed my highlight of the day! Thank you and I look forward to coming along to

another meet up soon. 

Laurie (2012-09-26 07:53:20)

Unfortunately for me it’s not the Violet Temperley I’ve received on loan but the yellow Ikat one. Too bad because

I think the Violet looks gorgeous but the Ikat is very disappointing. Not only the print (you either love it or hate

it I think) but the construction seems very cheap. I have off-brand Filofax-like binders I bought 8 years ago that

are better constructed. Too bad, especially considering the price!! I will post the review soon. 

Looks like a wonderful meetup!! 
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Alison Reeves (2012-09-26 08:47:43)

Looks wonderful - you are all so lucky to get together - I must try and get there one day! I don’t think you would

get me out of COs basement though - I’d want to move in with all that lovely stock! Can’t wait to hear what

everyone has bought - I’m sure there will be blogs and reveals soon! 

Alison Reeves (2012-09-26 08:54:11)

On meeting strangers from online - I remember when I met up with David Popely for the first time, my OH was a

little dubious, but we arranged to meet in a FF shop and moved onto a coffee shop so I guessed there was no real

problem. In the event it turned out to be the start of a very pleasant online ’friendship’. I also met up with Helen

Conway at the Quilting Festival at the NEC and my only regret is that I was unable to spend more time with her

as I had my elderly mother and my niece in tow! 

Ordinarily I might be more cautious, but I have to say every interaction or meeting I’ve ever had with the

Philofaxy community has been lovely - a bunch of truly nice people. 

David Popely (2012-09-26 12:28:31)

I’ve also recently met Cloudberry, and again, it was (I am sure) the start of what will be a very pleasant

friendship....obviously standard caution is on order, but I would urge people not to shy away from meeting other

Philofaxy members.....we’re basically a good bunch, and the breadth of our shared interest makes it easy to spend

time together talking. 

Alison Reeves (2012-09-26 13:03:33)

Yes - the problem is usually getting a word in edgewise as we all want to talk so much!!! There is always so. much. 

to. say. 

Hannah C. (2012-09-26 13:24:37)

What a lovely write-up! 

It is my dream to one day visit City Organiser. Preferably with Philofaxers. Since I am in the US and have no

money, this is definitely a dream....but who knows what will happen someday! 

Also, I had to laugh when you said you were at a Holiday Inn Express - we have those here, and I didn’t know

they were an international thing. :)

David Popely (2012-09-26 13:40:27)

I’ve stayed occasionally at the Holiday Inn Express in Croydon - it’s very nice, although I usually use the

Travelodge for reasons of price. The HI people are really helpful though - I recommend calling them rather than

booking online, just for the pleasure of their service! 

kanalt (2012-09-26 13:57:29)

Wow, this meet up puts our shopping selection in New York to shame. Where we go has a good selection for the

US, but nothing like this! And you had so many people! I hope, hope, hope I get to London some day. I would

love to attend a meet up there! 

Steve Morton (2012-09-26 14:37:40)

Yes 14 of us this time! 

Can I just say that if anyone from the US manages to travel to UK on holiday I would do everything possible to

arrange a meet up around their visiting dates, assuming we had enough notice etc. 

It’s just the way Philofaxy works, you would do the same for us in the USA I’m sure.... and you have I know

already with both Saffy and Alison D visiting different meet ups in the USA. 

Steve Morton (2012-09-26 14:38:44)

Do Pens and Leather have a store you could visit? I will look it up in a moment..... 
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kanalt (2012-09-27 05:27:47)

I don’t believe that pens and leather has a store. There are a few places in New York that sell filos, but none of

them have the selection that your stores in London do. 

If - no when - I make it to London, you’ll be the first to know! 

Anita (2012-09-27 07:30:11)

I had such a wonderful day & thanks to Steve for arranging it. Really enjoyed the meal afterwards as well & my

lovely husband collected me from the station at 11:30 p.m.! Blog post to come :)

michele (2012-09-27 08:26:21)

@kanalt, I will drag you with me! John said it again, ”you should go to London for a meet up!” 

Steve Morton (2012-09-27 08:35:36)

I only bought a couple of packs of plain cotton cream paper so I can print off my own personal size diary insert. 

I also collected another item at the meet up that Tracy had bought for me off Ebay, this will appear in a post

soon.... so all will be revealed! 

Steve

Jennifer Bunagan Reyes (2012-09-27 18:58:59)

Jealous!!!! Could you have taken anymore pictures of those purple Maldens!!! haha. Thanks for sharing! Seems

like most of us from the USA are in envy of the wide range of Filofaxes you have in the UK and those Philofaxy

meet ups! Now, how to ship us over there... 

kanalt (2012-09-28 08:07:53)

Drag me, drag me! I won’t protest! ;-) actually, I have thought about that - rounding up as many Americans as

possible and doing a group trip to London. It’s probably not very feasible, but a nice idea anyway! 

Robert Wasserman (2012-09-28 21:48:33)

It sounds as though your London meet up was sucessful. If I ever went into the City Organiser, my wife may never

see me agsain. I really like those kind of stores. 

Rapesco Diary Punch 66-P - Updated Review (2012-09-27 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

I reviewed this punch shortly after buying it in August 2009. So think of this as ’Long Term Review’ a bit

like you see in Car Magazine! I’ve updated the information and added some more details as well. 

Do you have a Personal size and Pocket size organiser? Or just one of those two sizes? And you want to

be able to punch your own pages, but the cost of a Filofax Punch seems a bit high at £27.75 each ( $55

or ¬49)? Then this punch at a typical price of about £10 plus postage might be your answer... 

The [2]Rapesco Diary Punch 66-P has two sets of sliding punch blocks which you can easily move in their

slots. Each punch block has three 6mm punches spaced 19mm (3/4”) apart. 
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With the punch blocks in the outer most position, it will punch up to 8 sheets of paper for a Personal size

organiser. Slide both punch blocks fully towards the centre and it punches 6 holes perfectly spaced for a

Pocket Filofax. As the Mini uses the same ring spacing as the Pocket but only 5 rings not 6 this punch

works for that size as well. 

The punch also has a middle setting for both punch blocks this equates to a 38mm spacing between the

two sets of three holes. This is the setting to use if you have a Mulberry A6 size organiser. 

It will not punch pages for an A5 as standard, although with a little bit of experimenting (remember I

am an engineer!) you can punch holes the right spacing for an A5 organiser, but it involves two punches

of the three holes and careful alignment in the punch. You need to punch it twice with the top or the

bottom of the paper 32mm above the centre line of the highest hole. The paper will be just beyond the

centre of the punch. 

The punch is easy to empty, the whole base unclips... but don’t do as I did... turn it upside down on my

desk only to discover that because it has the slots... the chads (the bits of punched paper) manage to

escape through the slots!! 

I have had the punch for 3 years now, admittedly not in daily use but I would recommend it to anyone

who has a Filofax or Mulberry organiser. 

IFRAME: [3]http://rcm-uk.amazon.co.uk/e/cm?lt1=

blank &bc1=000000 &IS1=1 &bg1=FFFFFF

&fc1=000000

&lc1=0000FF

&t=pemburyvillag-21

&o=2

&p=8

&l=as1

&m=amazon

&f=ifr

&md=0M5A6TN3AXP2JHJBWT02 &asins=B002DPLI24

IFRAME: [4]http://rcm-uk.amazon.co.uk/e/cm?lt1=

blank &bc1=000000 &IS2=1 &bg1=FFFFFF

&fc1=000000

&lc1=0000FF

&t=pemburyvillag-21

&o=2

&p=8

&l=as1

&m=amazon

&f=ifr

&md=0M5A6TN3AXP2JHJBWT02 &asins=B000J6EXM6

1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/__NjIPaFKXqQ/SosJMXRVSwI/AAAAAAAAEBY/vkcol0IjSOw/s1600-h/PF66P0B1.jpg

2. http://www.rapesco.com/punching/product.asp?id=PF66P0B1

3. 

http://rcm-uk.amazon.co.uk/e/cm?lt1=_blank&bc1=000000&IS1=1&bg1=FFFFFF&fc1=000000&lc1=0000FF&t=

pemburyvillag-21&o=2&p=8&l=as1&m=amazon&f=ifr&md=0M5A6TN3AXP2JHJBWT02&asins=B002DPLI24

4. 

http://rcm-uk.amazon.co.uk/e/cm?lt1=_blank&bc1=000000&IS2=1&bg1=FFFFFF&fc1=000000&lc1=0000FF&t=

pemburyvillag-21&o=2&p=8&l=as1&m=amazon&f=ifr&md=0M5A6TN3AXP2JHJBWT02&asins=B000J6EXM6

Josh (2012-09-27 00:48:17)

Just a comment, I purchased one of these and found it slightly defective. I should have returned it but I don’t

think I realized the extent of the problem until I’d used the punch for a while. The two blocks of three punches

were not aligned exactly to the same depth, thus the pages end up with the top three holes slightly closer to the

edge of the page than the bottom three. I also don’t like how this punch has no guide to help you get the pages

slotted in correctly, I find I need to just eyeball that the center of the page is at the center of the punch, and

frequently misjudge! 

Still, it certainly gets the job done and is undoubtedly a much better value than the absurdly expensive filofax

punch. 

I did discover the Franklin Covey punch, which costs about $25 (I think) and is very precise and well made. I

recommend it. 

indigogarden (2012-09-27 01:12:58)

I always draw in a circle for one of the holes and use that to aline the punch. Seems to work well. I think you did

get a defective punch. Mine seems to punch straight and true every time. 

Paul B (2012-09-27 03:12:00)

I bought two of these, one for each location, as I work away from home. It has been absolutely invaluable. I have

the massive Rexel 420 for heavy duty work, but this 66P is fantastic. I also struggled, like Josh, in getting the pages

lined up. The an usual, a Philofaxy reader came to the rescue and posted a photo of an Avery tab, stuck underneath, 

which is the perfect line-up for Personal sheets. I have the Filofax brand punch for A5 and Personal and they are

a nightmare. This is easy to use, the handle is MUCH easier than the sliver of metal Filofax provides, and it
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doesn more sheets. And the bonus of being able to do pocket and mini is a great design. Cant recommend it enough. 

Steve Morton (2012-09-27 03:59:10)

Josh, 

It sounds like you had a faulty one. I’ve not seen the Franklin Covey punch over here in Europe I will look out for

it to see what it costs over here. 

Steve

Steve Morton (2012-09-27 04:03:19)

Another reason for doing this updated review was the discovery of the mid setting which is suitable for Mulberry

A6 size organisers. 

A6 is slightly shorter than Filofax Personal but wider. And being the standard ISO proportions, you can of course

scale any of Ray and my inserts to fit. 

Alison Reeves (2012-09-27 04:07:30)

I hadn’t thought of that Steve - good point. 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-09-27 04:49:50)

I had one of these, but it puckered the paper on one of the holes, so I gave it to the ladies who make S &L dividers

on facebook. They use card so it should be ok for that. They had one but it was really faulty, making the holes

really wonky! 

In its place,I bought a KW Trio punch which I have had no problems with at all! It feels really sturdy and does

A5 too! Highly recommended over the Rapesco! 

Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-09-27 05:48:34)

As a convert to Mulberry, I can whole-heartedly second Steve’s comment that because the Mulberry agenda page

size is A6 you can easily scale any of the Ray and Steve inserts - I set my printer to do 4 pages per A4 page, then

it’s just two quick guillotines and a punch and there we are! 

Lynne Dove (2012-09-27 06:11:59)

Very helpful Steve. I have recently purchased a mulberry and was not aware that my rapesco would work with it. 

Thanks also to Amanda for the printing tips. 

Paul Taylor (2012-09-27 10:40:43)

Another vote for the KW-Trio which I’m using for my A5. It’s a good piece of kit and does a variety of sizes, as I

understand it the same as the Rapesco but also including A5 without having to faff around to punch the other end

of the page etc. I got mine from Hummelman Kantorvakhandel in the Netherlands (no affiliation). 

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-09-27 12:03:41)

You can also get punches from Daytimers.com for the personal and from Franklincovey.com for the personal size

filofax. I have a Franklin Covey for compact/personal and a Daytimers for Classic (similar to A5). Both are about

$25, I think. I’ve had the FC compact punch for years and it is still going strong. The Daytimers punch is new. 

So far I’m impressed. It’s a heavier dutier punch than the FC. 

Wherever I get it, I wouldn’t be without my punch! 

Tim (2012-09-27 14:18:52)

If you ever come across an original 4/6 hole Time Manager (TMI) punch, buy it! I’ve had mine for 25+ years and

it still can cut several pages at a time, as clean as ever (although I did try the aluminium foil blade sharpening tip

that was on here a few months ago!). The later version (6 hole only) isn’t as robust or heavy duty. 
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Free For All Friday No. 202 (2012-09-28 00:00) - Steve Morton

How many manufacturers are there of ring bound organisers? If you start with the obvious ones. Filofax, 

Franklin Covey, Day Timer, Sucess, Mulberry, but can you name the others? 

To qualify they must have a ring system that allows you to remove the punched paper. Please include a

website address of the ones you suggest in the comments. 

But it’s also a Friday so please feel free to discuss anything you like that is Filofax or ring bound planner

related. 

crofter (2012-09-28 00:20:28)

First one that comes to mind is the Glen Royal, which at this point in time I consider to be the ”cream of the crop” 

crofter (2012-09-28 00:23:42)

Sorry it is: glenroyal.com

robynlouise (2012-09-28 00:39:22)

My favourite - Collins Debden! 

www.collinsdebden.com.au

Savannah (2012-09-28 02:11:02)

Scully

Raika

Aspinal of London

Time System

Day Runner

Tim (2012-09-28 02:30:40)

Time Manager (TMI) www.timemanager.com

International Personal Planner Systems www.ipps.co.uk

Savannah (2012-09-28 03:04:06)

I forgot Mont Blanc, Planner Pads and Kate Spade. 

Cloudberry (2012-09-28 03:31:49)

Time System International www.timesystem.co.uk

They have a rather nice ostrich-style in brown in A5....tempting. 

Paul Smith made one too in their signature wavy line design. Sadly sold out at City Organiser. 

Paul B (2012-09-28 04:01:41)

The Bridge do beautiful binders, and there are occasionally a couple on Ebay UK, usually around half

price. The leather is wonderfully thick. (http://www.leather-goods-and-more.co.uk/products/the-bridge-acces

sories/the-bridge-filofax-organiser-019108-brown/ ). 

I saw a posting on some Aussie products but the only one i bookmarked was Poco (http://www.pocoprofile.com.au/

). 

Paperchase do some cool and funky binders (but quite female focused), and great inserts. Cheaper than FF and

better paper too, in my opinion. 

Don’t WH SMith still do their own binders these days? or did they get consigned into the rubbish bin of history? 

Same with Microfile. Still going? 

gdigesu (2012-09-28 04:32:16)

Davinci is an alternative:

http://global.rakuten.com/en/search?k=Davinci &tl=205820
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gdigesu (2012-09-28 04:36:58)

The Glenroyal, reviewed by Gerard:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com.br/2011/12/guest-review-glenroyal-orga niser-gerard.html

gdigesu (2012-09-28 04:42:15)

Cross does also have some product lines

http://cross.com/planners-and-journals/explore-leather-collections/a utocross-leather.aspx

gdigesu (2012-09-28 04:47:17)

Regarding the state of the ring binder industry, there is an interesting and controversial analysis here:

http://www.plannerisms.com/2012/09/the-future-of-planners-industry.h tml

Elke K (2012-09-28 04:54:54)

Chronoplan; 

like their clear day markers a lot... 

http://www.chronoplan.com/

Tim (2012-09-28 05:13:50)

Some very interesting views - there’s always thought-provoking thoughts on Laurie’s Planerisms blog! 

I recently acquired an iPad2 and I’m staggered at what it will do - especially when synchronised via The Cloud. 

I’m a very long standing paper fan but can see me ending up with just a Filofax Flex notebook with year planner

and everything else digital. 

My daughters came home from school last night to announce that every child there will have an iPad from January

2013. This is not some posh school but a standard Yorkshire (UK) comprehensive (”high school”). Parents are

being asked to contrubute £10 ( $15) per month to a Government-backed scheme. Their paper planners will go and

all homework (except English) will be submitted online rather than in writing books. Maybe this is widespread

elsewhere, but it still came as a shock to me. I can certainly see why Letts Filofax, Moleskine etc are panicking

and up for sale. 

Anita (2012-09-28 05:17:43)

I came across this one which shows the brand name as Napa, but haven’t really found anything like a website

when doing a search though:

[1]http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Napa-Personal-Filofax-Organiser-Bla ck-Leather-/261102594389? 

pt=UK BOI Office Office Supplies Stationery ET &hash=item3ccaed6955 #ht 500wt 1199

Just wondered if anyone else had come across them? 

And another (off topic) eBay find... vintage Filofax sunglasses :)

[2]http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Vintage-FILOFAX-sunglasses-/2211310 84356?pt=UK

Women

s

Vintage

Clothing &hash=item337c709244 #ht 500wt 1199

1. 

http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Napa-Personal-Filofax-Organiser-Black-Leather-/261102594389?pt=UK_BOI_

Office_Office_Supplies_Stationery_ET&hash=item3ccaed6955#ht_500wt_1199

2. 

http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Vintage-FILOFAX-sunglasses-/221131084356?pt=UK_Women_s_Vintage_

Clothing&hash=item337c709244#ht_500wt_1199

Paul B (2012-09-28 06:32:09)

I saw one on Ebay UK about 2 weeks ago, but the seller wanted more for it than the new price, which seemed odd. 

I love the Paul Smith Filofax, its very striking. 

Mary (2012-09-28 06:45:40)

Hello, 

on a different topic I would like to ask the teachers among the community. Do you keep different diaries for school

and personal stuff or do you synch two different ones? Still struggling to juggle school commitments with family

schedules... 
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Thank you

fluffyferret (2012-09-28 07:55:51)

Hi, 

I need some advice about storage. What have you found to be the best for storing Filofax diary pages etc Filofax

black storage boxes or another say cheaper Filofax? 

Elke K (2012-09-28 08:02:05)

@Mary:

I am a teacher as well - I keep two different Filofaxes. 

I have an A5 red Finchley which is my school planner - I have lesson plans, grades, ideas, school appointments and

everything that is school-related in there. 

For everything else, I have a persoal-sized Filofax (keep switching it, at the moment it’s a personal Holborn in

wine). I have all my personal stuff in there. I put school appointments in there as well (in the diary section), but

nothing else work-related. 

For me, this system works perfectly:

First, I like to have my personal stuff separated from my work stuff. 

Second, I don’t want to bring my personal Filo (which has all my private stuff in there, such as addresses, health

info and much, much more)to work - wouldn’t want to lose it there or leave it somewhere at school for a student

to see. 

And I wouldn’t want to have and see all my school stuff with me in my free time ;)

Hope this helps :)

Alison (2012-09-28 08:35:09)

I use the Filofax black boxes!! 

findinghope (2012-09-28 08:44:52)

I’m

wondering

has

anyone

ordered

from

a

company

called

Atelierducuir

yet? 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/AtelierduCuir?ref=seller info

I’m not planning on getting a new binder/filofax soon but some of their products look quite well made and

reasonably priced so they would be definitely in the run for future purchases. There are no reviews yet so I’m

quite curious whether the binders can keep up with the pictures in real life. 

Their main business seems to be in making personalised products that customers can use as corporate gifts

http://www.marimeks.com/

mstraat (2012-09-28 08:53:02)

Franklin Covey sold off their planner division a while back and it is now Franklin Planner at

www.franklinplanner.com. 

Alondra Karwowski (2012-09-28 09:58:13)

I simply stick them in an envelope and put them in my stationary box. 

Tim (2012-09-28 10:22:15)

WHSmith still do own brand inserts but no longer binders (I think). Microfile was taken over (by Collins?) a few

years back and the range quickly dumped by their new owners. 

LFZ (2012-09-28 10:28:47)

This is my first post! I’ve always been obsessed with organization and have recently switched to a binder system

with the purchase of an A5 Malden. So far so good although it is a little bit heavy. I just found the Filofax

community on this site and the awesome blogs out there so thank you for all of the information! I am going to try

to stop ”lurking” and post more so here I go with my first questions :)

For those of you who use both weekly and monthly diaries:

1. Where do you keep your monthly pages? Right now, I have mine in a separate tab with a Filofax ruler to let
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me know where to turn to. Ideally, I’d like to see the monthly page next to my weekly page. Should I move my

month page in between the week pages and just move it back each week? Or should I just keep it separated and

hope that I get used to looking in 2 places? 

[Side note: this is going to pose a problem for 2013 because I bought month on 2 pages. I printed a month on one

page for the rest of 2012 and I think I like that better. TBD...]

2. When do you fill in your months? At the beginning of each month and the add activities as needed? Or do you

do it each time you add an activity to your weekly pages? I don’t usually like to write things more than once but

really feel like I need a birds eye month view for quick reference. 

Thank you! 

Lisa

Kels (2012-09-28 10:38:00)

Lisa I have my months and 2DPP in the same tab. I keep the months FIRST with a top tab to mark the current

month. I then have the 2DPP right after the last month with the today ruler to find the current day. 

i would like to have my months merged in with my days (as many wire-bound planners do), but right now, it’s

working for me. 

Sandra (2012-09-28 10:46:34)

I keep lesson plans, work notes, and work meeting details in a separate Filo from my personal diary. However, I do

write unusual meeting times/dates in my personal diary to help my sometimes sketchy memory. 

Cecilia Tudo (2012-09-28 10:53:06)

I have all my work stuff in an A5 and personal things in a personal size zip up which is also my wallet/purse. 

Stefanie (2012-09-28 10:57:25)

I just bought an A5 Cuban (no zip) and I’ve found that the two pen loops are different sizes! The front one takes

a thicker pen than the back. I haven’t noticed that feature mentioned anywhere, so I’m wondering: is this a flaw, 

or are they all the same? 

I like it the way it is, since it snugly holds a skinny pen, I just thought it odd... 

Steve Morton (2012-09-28 11:09:15)

Hi

Yes most A5’s have this different size pen loop feature the same as yours. 

Steve

findinghope (2012-09-28 11:20:44)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

findinghope (2012-09-28 11:23:59)

I keep them in a pretty cardboard box and separate the different kinds of inserts by holding each group together

with an elastic/rubber(?) band

janet (2012-09-28 11:25:01)

Smythson

austinlinda (2012-09-28 12:00:59)

My Cuban personal size Zip also has 2 loops. One is really stretchy and takes my Acme ”Crayon” rollerball pen. 

The other one is not quite as big. 

Also available, re: the different ring systems is one made by Coach

Butanben (2012-09-28 12:04:39)

I do exactly the same as Sandra. A4 Strata for school to take back and forth and decant this week’s lessons into... 

huge policy folders etc kept on desk at school. Diary school and home combined in an A5. One diary, never ever two, 
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as so easy to miss something, or to double book oneself. I colour code... school in light blue, home in purple and social

in pink. I use a Dodo pad as an at school overview for homework set, extra curricular, duties and meetings in the day. 

Butanben (2012-09-28 12:12:30)

Stefanie, my Cuban A5 is exactly the same. I think that the thicker loop is for a pen and the thinner one for a

pencil. My Cuban is unzipped and is in the ink colour. What colour did you go with?? 

Scoot (2012-09-28 12:44:06)

With most people using paper to organise their affairs I think you’ll easily find reasons for Filofax’s problems in

the repeated complaints on this site. 

Other organiser makers& 

http://www.diarpell.it/index en.asp

with organisers listed here& 

http://www.intempo.it/sito/Articoli linea.asp?flgr= &IDSettore=1 &IDMacroFamiglia=8066 &CodFamiglia=

&Ricerca2=

And & 

http://www.lucrin.co.uk/c-leather-diary-organizer-2012-163-2-0.htm

Paul B (2012-09-28 13:13:27)

A really interesting set of links in this FFAF. Love the power of the Philofaxy community :)

NeonLicht (2012-09-28 13:35:59)

I just started using a slim organiser. It’s not a Filofax, since I wanted to try something cheaper to find out if

personal size paper and 11mm rings would work for me before investing in a nicer binder. I keep everything time

sensitive, both professional and personal, together (before in PocketMod booklets, A7 in size). All information

related to work, either teaching or anything else, is stored in different, dedicated, A4 binders or folders depending

on the amount of paper and where and when I might need to use it (office, classrooms, laboratories, computer

classrooms, home). 

NeonLicht (2012-09-28 13:58:29)

Collins (http://www.collinsdebden.co.uk/), Microfile, Factafile. 

I’m not sure if manufacturers outside of English speaking countries might be of interest, but anyway: Finocam

(http://www.cabero.es/); Regina (I don’t know the manufacturer, but they are available in some online

shops like http://www.cruzaltpens.com/tienda.php/2012/04/18/agenda- %E2 %80 %9Cregina- %E2 %80

%9D-2320-marron-50-45-e/). 

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-09-28 15:02:52)

You can use individual rings purchased from the office supply store and make covers. If you’re using personal size, 

you can buy storage books from Franklin Covey or Day Timers for about $7 or $8 each. I have the storage binders

for all my years from 1993. It’s fun to look back and see what we were doing those years. 

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-09-28 15:04:43)

I didn’t know that. I’ve been using FC products for years and I missed that change. 

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-09-28 15:06:32)

Planner Pad actually sells ringed binders, too. http://plannerpad.com/covers.asp

Jotje (2012-09-28 18:15:51)

I use the Ikea cardboard boxes that are meant for DVD movies/video’s. I just label the box with the year so I can

find my stuff back if needed. 
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Arnold.DeRoy (2012-09-28 18:42:49)

Also Harvard Planner

Arnold.DeRoy (2012-09-28 18:43:51)

Oops the weblink did not store. 

http://www.executive.org/planners/home planners.asp

Jen (2012-09-28 21:28:26)

I use both. I have an A5 for school that keeps my appointments and tasks for there and a Personal for my...well, 

personal stuff. I do put some of my personal appointments in my school binder if they affect what time I need to

leave. 

Both calendars are also on my phone. 

Hannah C. (2012-09-28 21:30:08)

MomAgenda has a ”personal portfolio” which is ring-bound: http://www.momagenda.com/products.cfm?cID=21

&pID=69

I don’t think anyone has mentioned this, but in the States one can find ring-bound planners at Target - they are

typically Mead brand and come with colorful canvas covers. Barnes and Noble also has them - clear plastic covers show up every year around the time school starts, and then year-round they have their more staid-looking binders. 

Brian Ronald (2012-09-28 22:03:16)

No love here for Paperchase? You can see their own brand binders and inserts mingling with their Filofax stock

here:

http://www.paperchase.co.uk/stationery/organisers-+amp-filofax/icat/ sorganisersandfilofax/

Wendy Miller (2012-09-28 23:46:10)

For any other Down-Underers, Baron & Buxton Leathergoods make binders, and sell refills for them as well, 

although the paper seems at least as thin as filofax refills :-/

http://www.leathergoods.co.nz/

Their personal size has a full zip wallet at the back - really handy! 

Cheryl (2012-09-29 03:18:05)

I used to use and love Scully...they used to be available at finer office stores and leather shops in the US but I

never see them anywhere. The online selection is small compared to what they previously offered. I thought the

paper and leather were very classy :)

Cheryl (2012-09-29 03:25:00)

Ha! Thats funny...thats how they started–as Franklin Planner back in the day. 

Iris (2012-09-29 03:55:21)

In Germany, [1]tempus, [2]org-rat and [3]bsb-obpacher are quite popular. 

1. http://www.tempus.de/shop/

2. http://org-rat.de/

3. http://www.bsb-shop24.de/

the Merry Lemon (2012-09-29 08:12:23)

Louis Vuitton makes binders in A5, personal and pocket size. They wear like iron. I have all 3 sizes for well over

15 years, used constantly, they have softened but hardly show any wear. (mine are all the LV monogram, but they

also make them in some of their other leathers.). I also have a slim A5 from Bottega Venetta, it’s over 20 years

old. The leather is beautiful and only gets better with age. Louis Vuitton also has a cover that will hold an A5

notebook or planner (bound, no rings). I love the quality of these binders. For that same reason, I like to use

vintage filofax. Some of the newer binders do not even feel like leather. Like the Adelphi, for example. 
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Cheryl (2012-09-29 13:10:58)

Apologies if this one was already mentioned as I scrolled though rather quickly. Success Canada...this is a link to

their catalog:

http://succescanada.com/cat2012.pdf

They have some nice looking binders but I can’t speak about the paper or the quality of the binder as I’ve never

used them. I just bookmarked this website awhile back. 

Cheryl (2012-09-29 13:17:41)

I haven’t but I do have this site bookmarked for future reference from when I was doing a planner search a few

months ago. If you order one, please do a review! 

Stefanie (2012-09-29 16:02:50)

Thank you both for your replies! 

I went with the black. Although I was a little concerned about it looking too ”business” it’s a nice change from my

other Filo, a grey personal Malden. And since I intend for the Cuban to be my career Filo (I’m a writer), maybe

it’s fitting that it look professional. 

The Ink colour looks lovely :)

Web Finds - 29 September 2012 (2012-09-29 00:00) - Steve Morton

Well here we are again, what a week it has been too... I hope you have had a good week. If you missed

[1]Tuesdays Webfinds they are still available to enjoy. 

Want to unwind? Go and grab a coffee, tea or something a little stronger and enjoy the following posts. 

1. [2]The future of the planners industry? - Plannerisms

2. [3]How the Planner Industry Feels About Digital - Plannerisms

3. [4]guest post: Mai’s setup! - Paper Lovestory

4. [5]Meet up in Hamburg - wer hat Zeit und Lust? - Filomaniac

5. [6]Filofax® Family Organizer Review - Simply Stacie

6. [7]Yep, still got a Filofax Rio as a wallet - The Crazy Suburban Mom

7. [8]Filofax enabling: forgive me... - The Crazy Suburban Mom

8. [9]Philofaxy Meet up - September 2012 - Imysworld

9. [10]Download your free meal planner for the Filofax Personal - My Life All in One Place

10. [11]365/30 Lists: Ideal inserts - Filomaniac

11. [12]George Costanza’s Wallet?? - Thoughts and Exploration

12. [13]365/30 Challenge #26: Ideal Inserts - Wandrrlust

13. [14]September, 26/30: ideal inserts you wish were made& - Notes in a Filofax

14. [15]Travel Stickers in my Travel Filo - Mish Mash Muddle

15. [16]Review: Maudiemade inserts - Jagged Little Thoughts

16. [17]How to Design and Create Your Own Planner Pages Using Word- Homemakers Daily
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17. [18]Welcome to the Family - Purple Finchley - Behind my Purpley Life

18. [19]September, 27/30: Diary formats tried& diary formats to try& - Notes in a Filofax

19. [20]Filofax update - Ruban x Rose

20. [21]Filofax Unveils Noteworthy Re-Style to its Flagship Pen and Paper Store - Arken

21. [22]City Organiser - Philofaxy Meet up HAUL!!! - Imysworld

22. [23]All Stars Guest Post: Helen from Fennel Books - Vanjilla

23. [24]How I Use my Filofax: time management for work/life balance - The Post Grad Mama

24. [25]Essex UK Mini Meet Up? - Jar FM

25. [26]365/30 Lists: Diary formats - Filomaniac

26. [27]The Mulberry agenda - one month on - Paper Pens Ink

27. [28]What did I buy? - Cloudberry Musings

28. [29]All Stars Guest Post: Notes On Notes On A Scandal - Fennell Books

29. [30]Philofaxy All Stars Guest Post: Helen, High Intensity Training - All Things Gay

30. [31]GUEST POST - Lola Karwowski - Insider her Filofax!... - Imysworld

31. [32]Stickers for your 2013 Filofax set up - The Crazy Suburban Mom

32. [33]Philofaxy All Stars: What’s in Tracy’s bag? - Deligted

33. [34]Cover Story Finalists - Filofax UK

And this weeks videos

IFRAME: [35]http://www.youtube.com/embed/C9NcxAZsgGI?rel=0

IFRAME: [36]http://www.youtube.com/embed/W0Wa6zxWVZY?rel=0

Enjoy

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/09/web-finds-mardi-25-septembre-2012.html

2. http://www.plannerisms.com/2012/09/the-future-of-planners-industry.html

3. http://www.plannerisms.com/2012/09/how-planner-industry-feels-about-digital.html

4. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/09/guest-post-mais-setup.html

5. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/09/meet-up-in-hamburg-wer-hat-zeit-und-lust.html

6. http://www.simplystacie.net/2012/09/filofax-family-organizer-review/

7. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/09/yep-still-got-filofax-rio-as-wallet.html

8. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/09/filofax-enabling-forgive-me.html

9. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/09/philofaxy-meet-up-september-2012.html

10. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/09/download-your-free-meal-planner-for.html

11. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/09/36530-lists-ideal-inserts.html

12. http://www.thoughtsandexploration.com/2012/09/george-costanzas-wallet.html

13. http://wandrrlust.org/2012/09/26/36530-challenge-26-ideal-inserts/

14. http://notesinafilofax.wordpress.com/2012/09/26/september-2630-ideal-inserts-you-wish-were-made/

15. http://mishmashmuddle.blogspot.fr/2012/09/travel-stickers-in-my-travel-filo.html

16. http://jaggedlittlethoughts.blogspot.fr/2012/09/review-maudiemade-inserts.html

17. http://homemakersdaily.com/how-to-design-and-create-your-own-planner-pages-using-word/

18. http://mypurpleylife.blogspot.fr/2012/09/welcome-to-family-purple-finchley.html

599



19. 

http://notesinafilofax.wordpress.com/2012/09/27/september-2730-diary-formats-tried-diary-formats-to-try/

20. http://www.rubanxrose.com/2012/09/filofax-update.html

21. http://arken-pop.blogspot.fr/2012/09/filofax-unveils-noteworthy-re-style-to.html

22. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/09/city-organiser-philofaxy-meet-up-haul.html

23. http://vanjilla.blogspot.fr/2012/09/all-stars-guest-post-helen-from-fennel.html

24. 

http://postgradmama.wordpress.com/2012/09/19/how-i-use-my-filofax-time-management-for-worklife-balance/

25. http://jarfm.com/?p=507

26. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/09/36530-lists-diary-formats.html

27. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/09/the-mulberry-agenda-one-month-on.html

28. http://cloudberrythoughts.blogspot.fr/2012/09/what-did-i-buy.html

29. http://www.fennellbooks.co.uk/journal/2012/9/28/guest-post-notes-on-notes-on-a-scandal.html

30. http://allthingsgay123.blogspot.fr/2012/09/philofaxy-all-stars-guest-post-helen.html

31. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/09/guest-post-lola-karwowski-insider-her.html

32. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/09/stickers-for-your-2013-filofax-set-up.html

33. http://deligted.blogspot.fr/2012/09/philofaxy-all-stars-whats-in-tracys-bag.html

34. http://www.filofax.co.uk/aboutus/news.asp?newsId=156

35. http://www.youtube.com/embed/C9NcxAZsgGI?rel=0

36. http://www.youtube.com/embed/W0Wa6zxWVZY?rel=0

Mony (2012-09-29 09:01:46)

http://mammastressataxd.blogspot.it/

ora credo che vanno bene post ? :) ho messo titoli ,grazie :)

Mony (2012-10-02 03:25:35)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Steve Morton (2012-10-02 04:04:24)

Grazie inizierò a controllare i tuoi messaggi da includere nel Webfinds. 

Mony (2012-10-02 07:47:57)

Grazie Steve :)

Date for your Filofax - 7 October 2012 (2012-09-30 00:00) - Steve Morton

New York

Sao Paulo

London

Paris

We are going to run another conference round-table voice chat using Skype. 

I’m sure we are gradually getting to know each other’s voices, but I will make a point of going ’around

the table’ to get everyone to introduce themselves this time. 

So...When, Where, What, Who and How? 

When? - Sunday 7 October from 11am (US East Coast time), 4pm London time, 5 pm Paris time etc. 

See the clocks at the top of this post to see roughly what time you should be on line. 

Where? - an on-line chat using [1]Skype. 

What do I need? - just a micro-phone and some head phones(in ear phones work fine) and a free Skype
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account. Using headphones reduces ’echo’ on the call. 

Who - All of you... connect up with Philofaxy and we will attempt to get as many of us linked in to

the audio conference as possible. 

How -

1. Connect to Philofaxy by firstly searching for Philofaxy inSkype, I will then add you as a contact. 

2. Then ’Start Chat’, I will then add you in to the chat room. 

3. Then if you request it, I can add you to the audio conference as well. But if you just want to chat

via keyboard that’s fine. That way it’s slightly less hectic for me! 

Come and join in the fun, even if you only pop in to say hello... 

As with previous round-tables there will also be a parallel text chat room going at the same time as the

voice conference. 

If you need any assistance setting up Skype, please pop a comment in this post and I will try and help

you get one line. Skype is free for computer to computer calls.... 

Here is my post on how to [2]improve your Skype audio with headphones or a headset. 

Hope to be chatting with you on Sunday 7 October 2012. 

1. http://www.skype.com/

2. http://steve-morton.com/2011/07/30/improving-your-skype-audio/

Jess FY (2012-09-30 12:11:28)

This sounds awesome, not something I’ve taken part in before, I hope it is something I will be able too :). Jess xx

Kerry Jones (2012-09-30 16:07:05)

Sorry for posting here randomly. 

Some time ago I bought two (one red , one black) brand new and boxed Filofax Dundee. 

They are in as new condition. 

Do you have any idea of the kind of price I should get? 

I am trying to raise funds to buy my disabled son some specialist speech software. 

I would really appreciate an honest opinion . 

Thank you , 

Kerry
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BlogBook v0.4, 

LATEX 2ε & GNU/Linux. 

http://www.blogbooker.com

Edited: January 17, 2013



[bookmark: outline]





[11]

[12]

When everything is in place it is very thin and neat. I haven’t’ yet quite worked out my system, so when

I have, hopefully Steve will let me share it with you. 
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[13]

[14]

On the whole I am very impressed with the cover. It feels nice to use and I think it will stand up to the

wear and tear of the office. I’d love to see how other Flexers use their Flexes. 

Thank you Helen for your detailed review, some interesting changes they have made. 

1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-0OrToAwOFos/UCK04JydhVI/AAAAAAAAMlU/0XDmKNorJg0/s1600/Picture+1.JPG

2. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-HuPG05sfifM/UCK0-AleEBI/AAAAAAAAMl0/2YI5nVxrdrg/s1600/Picture+2-1.jpg

3. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-UH_8WLswBCc/UCK0_X11QgI/AAAAAAAAMl4/adIY_nV35Cs/s1600/Picture+2-2.jpg

4. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-6cTwBwnChds/UCK1Abb77yI/AAAAAAAAMmA/AuGD3-5_TXI/s1600/Picture+2-3.jpg

5. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ZubjjcvuxZA/UCK1BV033kI/AAAAAAAAMmM/mtcsne6aStI/s1600/Picture+3.jpg

6. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-iVjsWNpzuIo/UCK1DMApKuI/AAAAAAAAMmQ/6FOpxXhXbUM/s1600/Picture+4.jpg

7. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-C_5wsCQoJNY/UCK1D988_4I/AAAAAAAAMmY/lK4deWCD2oI/s1600/Picture+5.jpg

8. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Fo2dVI82C_E/UCK1F91PcaI/AAAAAAAAMmk/Dwn6dhRDnK8/s1600/Picture+6.jpg

9. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-YFSiTrTT3lc/UCK1HKNRjJI/AAAAAAAAMms/cpiNWhE2QFU/s1600/Picture+7.jpg

10. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-fhkrFj6WNFs/UCK1ISpXIkI/AAAAAAAAMmw/-gXyc7zmPE8/s1600/Picture+8.jpg

11. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-T2XU4UL96E4/UCK1JXyGvmI/AAAAAAAAMm8/bCz-L2aeyjk/s1600/Picture+9.jpg

12. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-h2PxWBwIB_A/UCK05KOqhmI/AAAAAAAAMlY/7Sectn9r95Q/s1600/Picture+10.jpg

13. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-XnmO5f-XTpU/UCK06Ad3W3I/AAAAAAAAMlg/iLek5UBUn1Q/s1600/Picture+11.jpg

14. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-xqmDnTOC3Ig/UCK07I8cdyI/AAAAAAAAMls/-PtcIZ7sXKE/s1600/Picture+12.jpg
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Julia (2012-08-30 03:47:59)

Lovely review (and lovely colour), thanks! (I too am quite unimpressed at the leather-card pen loop... given the

quality of the cardboardish card they used. They should come up with something more in tune, I had an older flex

I gave my mother and that particular felt disappointingly cheap even with the vinyl covers...)

carou (2012-08-30 04:37:41)

Thanks for the review, Helen! 

Good to know that they fit a moleskine volant. I love the volants, but always lament a lack of ”pocket space” to fit

notes and bits that I need to carry with me. This may be the solution :)

Jotje (2012-08-30 05:34:50)

I cannot believe that Filofax would sell such an expensive purple leather cover and then stick a grey card in it as a

penloop?! 

Other than that: it looks great! But it would be even better if they had included a small ring option .... ;-) (nuff said)

Steve Morton (2012-08-30 05:39:12)

Just need Tim to go to work on it and fit a small set of rings.... 

Tim (2012-08-30 05:48:16)

Thanks Helen for a very intereting review and thanks to Steve for including my guest post on today’s ”You might

also like” selection. 

Filofax have yet to show any of the new Flex models on their websites, yet City Organiser (UK) and Pens & 

Leather (USA) have been listing some - but not all - for several weeks. My favourite is the new leather tan A5. 

Filofax are clearly planning to completely saturate the marketplace with new versions of the Flex. When launched

last June, there were just three 1st Edition models in three sizes. That’s all they are listing now. However, with a

little delving onto different websites, I’ve added them up and reckon there will now be no less than THIRTY SIX

Flex models to choose from in the next few weeks! I think these will be as follows:-

First Edition Pocket: Black, Grey Slate, Pink Magenta

First Edition Slim: Black, Grey Slate, Pink Magenta

First Edition A5: Black, Grey Slate, Pink Magenta

Smooth Pocket: Black, Grey, Red, Pink

Smooth Slim: Black, Grey, Red, Pink

Smooth A5: Black, Grey, Red, Pink

Smooth for iPad/ A5: Black, Red

Lizard Print Leather Pocket: Black, Blackcurrant, Ruby Red

Lizard Print Leather A5: Black, Blackcurrant (Helen’s), Ruby Red

Lizard Print Leather for iPad/ A5: Ruby Red

Nappa Leather Slim: Black

Nappa Leather A5: Black

Nappa Leather for iPad/ A5: Black

Vegetable Tan Leather A5

Vegetable Tan Leather for iPad/ A5

All I can say is - phew! Note that the only leather slim model appears to be the Nappa in black. Smooth models

will be described as ”leather look”. 

Tim (2012-08-30 05:53:32)

They look naff, but, to be fair the card pen holders wear pretty well. As you saw on my guest post a few weeks

ago, I’ve got two in my A5 Flex that act as the binder closer - so they get stretched by both the pen and the Flex

contents. There’s no sign of them breaking after 15 months of use. 

I’m resisting buying a leather Flex so far. I know that I would have a modelling knife to it within hours - as Steve

has suggested! 
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Horsellian (2012-08-30 06:22:08)

Thanks for the review; it’s very interesting how the pockets are different from the First Edition ones - I’m not sure

that would suit me at all. 

I also love seeing what other people do with their Flexes, as there aren’t very many Flex set-up posts out there. I’ve

recently posted a bit about how I use my Flex on my (very new) blog - [1]http://antidisorganisation.wordpress.com-

/2012/08/28/my-filofl ex/. 

1. http://antidisorganisation.wordpress.com/2012/08/28/my-filoflex/

Ling (2012-08-30 06:23:14)

After reading about how you customized your Flex I was wondering if you’d go for a leather A5 flex with and

build in the rings or a compact A5 if you had to choose? 

Tim (2012-08-30 07:34:11)

Hi Ling. Before I customised my Flex, I just wanted a compact (i.e slim) A5 Filofax. At that time, the only

model with 20mm rings was the Adelphi which (without being sexist in any way) was not in any way a masculine

organiser. Now we’re awash with 20mm A5 Filofaxes! (Luxe, Boston etc.). 

However, my Flex customisation has been so successful (for me) that I won’t now be tempted by any of the 20mm

ringed Filos. The 13mm rings I fitted to my Flex are just enough for me - especially now I’ve got an iPad 2 and

am doing even more digitally than I was last year. The Flex fits into an A5 pocket in my messenger bag and

weighs barely 500g with contents and pen. 

I do want a leather version though. So, I’m currently debating whether to try an A5 leather Flex as sold. To keep

it slim, I would make some of my own booklets - 3 month diary/ agenda (using Philofaxy templates), home-printed

key information booklet and a homemade slim notebook. The fourth main slot would have the standard Flex year

planner and I would have a jot pad. 

It might work, but I suspect I would quickly want to return to my current set-up. I can see me with a beer and a

modelling/ craft knife fitting my 13mm rings to the new Flex, late one night! It would be an irreversible operation

though! 

The ability to add/ move/ remove pages with a ringed mechanism is my ultimate in flex-flexibility! Even if I made

my own booklets for a Flex, they would soon look tatty and have hand written updates on them. With a ring

mech any page can quickly be replaced with updated info. 

Anyone else trying to go slim A5? 

Stephen Gazard (2012-08-30 07:55:12)

Tim I followed you and took the penknife to the Flex and put 13mm rings in ... works great .... I then ordered the

leather version but sent it back as a most importantly the internal layout was different - I use all the six credit

card pockets plus the bottom pocket holds post it notes and spare blackberry battery etc ...... and secondly it was

much more ’soft’ so you needed to lean it on something to write .... a real shame as it looked 100 % better than

the first edition and smelt lovely as ever .... 

Kelly Russell (2012-08-30 08:09:01)

Hi Helen (and everyone else)

I really purchased one of these, to go with my new Purple Malden and like you was really dissappointed with the

pen holder. 

It is good to know that the Volants fit as I’m not a fan of the flex notebooks. 

Thanks, Kelly

Kelly Russell (2012-08-30 08:10:01)

recently purchased... 

Ling (2012-08-30 08:16:28)

Tim, thanks for your extensive reply, it’s very useful. I actually bought a first edition A5 after reading your

tutorial, but I can’t find 15mm rings here in NL. 

I just love the vertical pockets. I have bought a Holborn personal and will be using that when it arrives. But if I
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can’t get used to the personal size, I will think about a compact A5 and in the meantime I hope to find 13 or 15

mm rings. Stephen, may I ask where you found yours? Wait, you cut them out of a Filofax slimline, if I remember

correctly. 

Ling (2012-08-30 08:30:50)

That’s a really nice idea, thank you so much for sharing. I didn’t know about this kind of bine spine. How does it

look when the Flex is closed? Do you think one size bigger (16mm internal diameter) would fit nicely or would

that be too large? I can see myself using this for hobbies and such. I could even make several booklets for different

subjects. 

Tim (2012-08-30 08:42:20)

A kindred spirit! For those still looking for a slim ring solution, Horsellian’s idea looks great! It also saves the Flex

from surgery! Well done Horsey! 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-30 13:06:54)

Wow - I’ve never heard of these binding spines before. What a brilliant idea! I suppose there is an investment in

the punch. 

I have been considering using a Flex as a notepad binder - I like to take notes in meetings etc in a bound notebook

- I currently use A4, but was thinking of going to A5 so that it matches my FF. 

Decisions, decisions! 

Sirpa-Kaarina (2012-08-30 13:58:44)

Hi, 

Is it possible to use a A5 leather flex as a cover for a tablet? 

DEM (2012-08-30 15:10:12)

Great idea! Thanks for sharing those rings! 

Horsellian (2012-08-30 15:10:22)

Yeah - the punch isn’t cheap, particularly if you’ve not got other uses for it (though I got quite a good deal on

ebay IIRC). 

Mine gets used a lot: it binds sheet music for my husband’s choir, ’workbooks’ for my preschooler, books of

resources for my Brownies, etc. etc., so it’s worked out a good investment for me. 

Horsellian (2012-08-30 15:17:46)

I’ve not got a great pic of the Flex closed - only [1]this one of it with a Metropol personal on top of it! You can see

it’s quite neat looking closed though - nothing sticking out. 

I would think the larger spines would probably be too big and the Flex wouldn’t reach around it properly (though

I’ve not tried), but the 12mm ones claim to hold up to 95 sheets. 

1. http://antidisorganisation.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/dscf1997.jpg

Shadow Wolf (2012-08-30 15:44:28)

I love my first edition Flex. I’m using it to plan for NaNo at the moment, and it’s really useful. It’s not showing

signs of wearing too well though - the vinyl is chipping off the corner after only a month of light use. I am very, 

very tempted by a leather one, although I wish they hadn’t messed with the card pockets - I have a set-up I’m

happy with in the Flex and I don’t really want to change it. I took a photo of mine and wrote a review on the

Flex feedback site about a week and a half ago, but so far it isn’t showing up there :( I had a lot to say, so maybe

it’s taking them a long time to read it! 

Babs (2012-08-30 15:45:53)

I wonder if the Staples’ ARC A5 notebook would be a similar option but would enable you to move the pages

around easily too. I don’t know for certain though, as I don’t have a Flex cover. 
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Tim (2012-08-30 16:14:05)

Certainly NOT an iPad. That’s why they’re introducing a Flex iPad version. Note - not designed for The New

iPad (iPad 3). 

Standard A5 Flex cover is 170mm x 223mm. 

iPad size is 186mm x 241mm. 

A5 iPad Flex version (for iPad 1 and iPad 2) will be 205mm x 260mm. 

RelativityNSomeTea (2012-08-30 16:17:02)

Great review, I have been thinking about a flex for a while now and haven’t been sure if i’d like it. I’d love a zip

pocket in the flex like in the Malden if that’s correct(sorry I’m newbie). I may give in and buy one and give it a

review, apart from the card slots it does look quite pretty and would go perfect with my purple A5 Domino! (How

I use it, is on my blog!)

Till next time! 

Tim (2012-08-31 04:25:53)

Ling - I think 15mm rings would be too much. 12/13mm is the maximum. Slimline rings sound ideal, if they’re

not riveted to the binder (I’m not a Slimline man!)

Helen/ Stephen - today’s photos and comments have put me off the leather version a bit. Is it really that flimsy? 

Do the card pen holders stiffen the cover up enough? The First Edition Flex (plastic) is not attractive, but it is

sturdy! 

Sirpa-Kaarina (2012-08-31 16:02:19)

Tim, 

Thank you fot the information. 

FFAF No. 198 (2012-08-31 00:00) - Steve Morton

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all our Guest Posters, they have contributed some great

posts in the last couple of months. I had to check back and the last real post I did was about 6 weeks

ago! I don’t count FFAT, Web Finds as ’real posts’, they are sort of mechanical in a way... I mean a post

that has a lot of thought and feeling put in to it, some photos, some mock ups etc

The ’time off’ (if you can call it that) has not been wasted, it’s given me time to look at other things on

the site. I’ve had time to update some of the templates, which is a bit like [1]painting the Forth Bridge. 

They require continual checks and updates as there are so many now on the Files page and I’ve also been

adding some new ones as well. 

Thank you to Gerard and Ray for their help on this task too. It’s good to see people making reference to

our templates or ’Ray and Steve’ diary inserts in many places, great to know the long hours are being

put to good use. 

With September arriving tomorrow I hope you have enjoyed your Summer (Winter) break and you are

mentally prepared for the last 4 months of the year. 

So have you made any changes to set up of your Filofax organiser recently? But as this is Friday you can

of course discuss anything Filofax related. 

1. http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/be+like+painting+the+Forth+Bridge

Cheryl (2012-08-31 01:32:08)

I was curious about the Compact Zipped Malden so I went to CO website and it says ’end of line’ and no more expected. Didn’t these just come out a few months ago or am I mistaken? Wow, things sure come and go fast in Filofax

world. Plus, I never saw these on the US or UK website. Is anyone currently using one and what are the pros/cons? 

It may be a moot point asking if they are not available any longer but I am still interested in knowing more. Thanks! 
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Cheryl (2012-08-31 01:35:38)

Oh, and yes, I’ll be doing a new set up when I receive my Compact Chameleon (due Saturday), mainly out of necessity since its obviously smaller ring size. So paring down is the plan and we will see how that works still using WO2P. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-31 02:12:47)

Hi Cheryl

Yes they are quite rare beasts. They have been spotted in shops in Germany in the last couple of weeks. But I’ve

check on FF DE and FF FR and they aren’t on the website at all. 

They were never intended for the UK market, but CO managed to get hold of a few. I bought mine in May, and

it’s reviewed here:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/06/filofax-malden-compact-zipped- organiser.html

I love the Ochre colour and the leather, Capacity wise it’s the same as any other compact. Layout is the same as

the Pennybridge, except it’s in leather. If you put too many coins in the zipped pocket it can get a little bulky

and heavy a slim pen is a must if you don’t want issues with closing and opening the zip. 

It has an outside slip pocket which is useful for putting your car park ticket in so it’s handy when you come to get

out of the car park. It does lay flat after a little training so that isn’t an issue. 

Steve

Angel Jem (2012-08-31 03:13:09)

I start full time for 2 terms as a Reception teacher and I have a problem. Do I use my lovely wine red zipped A5

Holborn and risk the stains and paint or use my less beloved spare Domino and change my A5 to a CPD journal

where it will be safe? Advice please! 

Clareio (2012-08-31 03:21:23)

Taking a Holborn near Reception children sounds to me like murdering the Holborn... Unless you keep it in a

drawer whenever anything messy is happening... I’d use the Domino if I were you! 

David Popely (2012-08-31 03:29:48)

What size is the Domino? It sounds from your question as if it may be a personal.....is that going to work for you, 

in a work environment? 

How about a splash-proof cover or pouch for the Holborn when not in use? 

How much will you *actually* need to deploy the Holborn (or Domino) while in class?)

Just a few thoughts........:)

karin (2012-08-31 03:44:18)

Does anyone know if the Malden purple a5 will ever be available in the U.S.? 

jes (2012-08-31 03:48:25)

I am in the US (Hawaii) and wondering if anyone has purchased from the filofax websites in other countries? I can

see domino snakes on sale in germany but have no idea how to get them to my mailbox... 

Steve Morton (2012-08-31 03:55:58)

Jes, 

See this post about who delivers to where in the world. But I know City Organiser will deliver worldwide at very

reasonable delivery rates. There is a link on this page:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2011/04/filofax-delivery-options.html

Steve

Steve Morton (2012-08-31 03:56:21)

Last I heard was end of September... 

422



Helen Conway (2012-08-31 05:24:52)

My task for this weekend is to design me some inserts for my A5 Finchley which needs setting up as a ’House’

Filo. Much of it will be for managing various renovation projects but I also am going to do inserts to assist me

with my good intentions (which never quite seem to get into practice) to work through my collection of cooking

and baking books and try some new receipes and breads each week. I am not thinking of a daily meal planner (

becuase I hate having to decide seven days in advance what I am supposed to feel like eating!) but more a weekly

overview with spaces for my choices of new stuff for that week and what ingredients are needed. It should help

coordinate my plans to cook and eat with my husband’s task of doing the actual shopping! (Yes, Ladies, I trained

me a Stepford Husband!!) I think the lack of coordination there is why I never actually implement my intentions -

I love to bake but not if I have to schlep to the supermarket for the one missing ingredient first! I will give Steve

the files when done in case it suits anyone else but I wondered before I do them if anyone else is doing anything

similar and if you had any tips? 

Alison (2012-08-31 05:34:46)

I’m sat here working out whether to change my set up, it’s still quite new but needs some tweaks, it’s getting

kinda full and heavy (a5 Holborn zip) but its my preferred size, debating whether to split into two A5 or

trial a slimline personal to carry around, was determined to be in the ”one true Filofax” though, decisions, decisions!!! 

Helen Conway (2012-08-31 05:53:11)

whats the current set up and whats in there to split? the one true Filo thing I personally think only works if you

do pared down planner only. 

Butanben (2012-08-31 06:01:18)

I use an A4 Strata in the classroom... in black. Easily wipeable down. I decant this week’s plans, timetable

meeting notes etc..... just this week’s stuff I use to plan at home. The huger policy folders etc stay at school and

again I decant if needed.... eg marking policy. That way not lugging great big folders to and fro. I have an A5

black Finsbury too.... with diary and personal admin. I don’t keep separate work and home diaries, as it is all too

easy to double book. The reason for A4 is that all school handouts are given in A4 size... but diary wise I can

choose my own size!! 

I use an accordian pull out calendar with little boxes, to colour code school holidays, the rare sickness absences

and INSETs. On the back I write the name and short details of the INSET course. 

Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-08-31 06:28:15)

I would say don’t make any major changes until you’ve tried the set-up for at least a month. You may want to put

a pencil mark on pages you look at in that month to see whether you need to carry them around or not - maybe

even a different mark to indicate if you looked at them at home or out and about. 

Most habits take time to become habits so changing too quickly might not actually be helpful. 

Hope that helps. 

Alison (2012-08-31 06:49:57)

Thanks, I’ll hang on for a while, most of what I use is at home, I don’t go out much and if I do it’s not far, I don’t use

a Filofax for work so I can manage lugging my A5 around or leave it in the car if I don’t want to carry it shopping etc. 

Gail Wheatley (2012-08-31 07:41:46)

Angel If you absolutly want to use your Filofacx in class then tell the children that your desk is a NO GO area. I

was a TA in year 1 class and the teacher told the Children, what ever was on her desk was hers and no one should

touch it...ever! It worked, nothing was ever taken from it. 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-08-31 08:06:33)

I just got my personal purple Malden!!!! :D :D :D Oh it’s so great! The leather is soooo smooth, my (older version)

A5 purple Malden is really wrinkly in comparison, and I thought that was smooth in comparison with the ’extra

creased’ ones! It doesn’t lay flat quite yet, but I imagine it will very soon! I’m going to put pictures up on flickr
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soon :) I think it is relatively easy to scratch, so I’m going to have to be careful with it, but it’s just about to have

a moisturiser bath so I hope that will help :)

Wannabe Mummy (2012-08-31 08:43:55)

I am love love love loving my Campact Chameleon - I just tweaked/finalised my set up yesterday. I currently

have September to January month view on 2 pages (printed from Philofaxy), WO2P June - Dec, and then various

sections behind for lists and other bits and bobs. I don’t use dividers but instead have used a stash of the Martha

Stewart Home Office Avery tabs. I also use it as my wallet and that works wonderfully. 

I’m so in love with it! 

karin (2012-08-31 08:55:34)

Glad to hear! Thanks

karin (2012-08-31 09:00:38)

Has anyone else had their ochre Malden crease on the front near the spine? Kind of drives me crazy. I am thinking

of getting a purple a5 Malden too, but I am afraid it might happen to that one too. 

DEM (2012-08-31 10:01:55)

woohoo! Congrats! 

DEM (2012-08-31 10:03:24)

I’ve been using the same main set-up for over a year now with only small tweaks here and there. The main change for

mine lately has been the addition of more tabs and sticky notes. I’m planning on doing a post on it soon on my blog. 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-31 10:53:17)

Are the ’Steve & Ray’ source files easy to amend? I’ve recently moved to the A5 week per page with notes - I

don’t get a lot of appointments, so I can put those in the diary page and the facing notes page holds all my tasks

(I split the page in two with a red line and put all work tasks on one side and personal on the other). I would

probably want to edit the layout of this facing page a little from the current S &R version. 

In addition I would like to create a similar spread which would accomodate a diet diary/meal planner and exercise

planner. I think this spread would work well for this (i.e. divide the dated page into three for meals and use the

’todo’ column for smacks - then the exercise stuff could go into the final column. 

I’m pretty adept at Word so that is no problem, it’s the merge etc that is bothering me! 

Gail Wheatley (2012-08-31 11:26:48)

So if you could choose only one filofax forever, what would it be! 

Although I love my Maldens and Finchley, I think I would choose A5 Holborn becasue of all the pockets! 

Gail Wheatley (2012-08-31 12:01:54)

What would be the best paper to print out the A5 Diarys that Steve and Ray did? I love the page on 2 day so it’s

going to take up some room in my A5 Filofax, but I would like it printed on good quality paper, would 80gsm be

too thin, would 100gm be too thick? I would prefer not to see the other side through the front? 

Steve Morton (2012-08-31 12:49:39)

Naturally I’m going to say they are easy to amend!! 

But if you fancy a bit of one to one tuition via Skype one day just let me know and I can take you through it. 

Have you watched the video on doing the merge? 

It really is quite easy to do. 

David Popely (2012-08-31 13:02:08)

Ochre Malden Personal, cotton cream inserts. 

Exactly what I have right now...... 
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crofter (2012-08-31 13:09:47)

An older model Winchester, make your own inserts with Clairfontain or Rhodia paper. 

Alison (2012-08-31 13:10:15)

I have the ochre Malden A5 and so far no creases!! 

Alison (2012-08-31 13:12:03)

Think mine would be my brown A5 Holborn Zip but the Ochre A5 Malden is a very close second :)

Ray Blake (2012-08-31 13:23:44)

80gsm would be fine. I’ve used 70 which I found just right. Forget 100 unless you have huge rings. 

Filofreak (2012-08-31 14:07:36)

Steve

Kudos to you and all the other posters for ALL of your hard work on Philofaxy! It’s wonderful and definitely a

labor of love and it shows in the care and attention you pay to the website. 

Erin

DEM (2012-08-31 14:09:42)

Personal Ostrich! 

Steve Morton (2012-08-31 14:10:20)

Thank you Erin, I value and appreciate your comment, thanks. 

Still a few more guest posts in the pipe line... and some from the rest of the team of course. 

Steve

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-08-31 14:21:27)

Ok. I got my first Filofax - a personal Malden vintage pink. But I’m disappointed. The Filofax closes funny so the

edges don’t line up. I keep trying to train it to line up but it won’t. I can live with that, but the pen loop is so

narrow that I can only fit a pencil or a tiny pen. I’m really unhappy about that. I use a fatter pen that I love and

it won’t fit - not even close. 

I got 2 pages per week and I actually like those a lot. But there are no monthly pages and nothing has tabs like I’m

used to with Franklin Covey. Haven’t decided if I’m going to use it or just stick with my Franklin Covey compact. 

I was thinking my Franklin Covey pages would fit the binder but they don’t. When you try to close it, the tabs hit

the pen loop. 

Oh, one more thing. What do you do about the strap? When I’m writing, the strap keeps getting in my way. I’ve

tried tucking it under the pen loop and folding it back but it won’t stay. It’s in my way! 

Sorry to be so negative. Change is hard and it wasn’t quite what I was expecting. You guys all make Filofax seem

so awesome. 

Patty

janet (2012-08-31 14:53:41)

there was a video on last weeks Web finds that showed how to use that ’edge not lining’ up thing to your advantage. 

Can’t remember how at this very moment but it may be worth a look. 

Terri (2012-08-31 14:55:42)

Hi Patty. I think the malden is like this because it is a more informal type of binder, if that makes sense. I have

the same one as you and all the things you don’t like I love! 

Terri

Gail Wheatley (2012-08-31 15:04:40)

I would love to see that video does anyone know which one it is? 
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Debbie (2012-08-31 15:14:07)

Could I get some advice from you more experienced Filofax owners? I just ordered both the ochre Personal

Malden and the pink personal Finchley to try. I have them both now and am leaning toward the pink Finchley

but am wondering if I should wait until I am in Chicago at the end of september to go to a store that

carries many styles so I can see each one and decide then? The ochre personal malden feels pretty masculine to me so I may decide to keep the pink Finchley—or should I wait to see them in person? Any ideas appreciated! 

Deborah (2012-08-31 15:52:12)

wait til Chicago so you can see them in person you may end up with something completely different..sometimes

you need to see them live and get the feel of them

Debbie (2012-08-31 16:04:56)

Thanks Deborah! Are you familiar with the stores with the best selection of Filofaxes in Chicago? Thanks! 

J (2012-08-31 16:05:24)

Hi Patty, 

I’m one of the few Filofax/Franklin Covey combo users out there- I’ve really made the systems work for me! I

can’t make any promises, but here’s what I’d do. 

Don’t use the pen loop. Instead, get one of the elastic pen loops on a sticky back- I found mine for $2 at Staples. 

Voila! Any size pen you want, without any interference. 

This also allows the FC pages to fit- when the pen loop lies flat, the pages lie right over them. I’ve been using FC

inserts all year (I keep them at the back of my binder) and it works perfectly. So much so that I’ll keep using

them next year! 

The strap should also loosen up with use, but if you want to train it, tuck it all the way under the binder while it’s

open on a table. It might become a bit floppy, but it won’t get in the way! 

Hopefully these ideas help you out a bit. I promise, the amazingness of the Malden combined with the FC pages is

worth it!!! 

J (2012-08-31 16:07:39)

You can wait until Chicago, but in living here I’d warn you that the selections aren’t great. You’ll typically see the

Finsbury, a few Classics, and maybe a Chameleon. 

But, if you have time, I’d say wait and see if you find anything- just don’t get too excited as in-store Filofax

selection in Chicago is pretty bad! 

Deborah (2012-08-31 16:39:32)

In a word no but some things you need to see before you buy and a filofax is definately one of them or any other

filofax store I was hoping the states would have better selection

Babs (2012-08-31 16:40:00)

I don’t think it was a video. I think i t was Helen’s post on her Personal Aston:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.co.uk/2012/08/guest-post-helen-aston-perso nal-set-up.html

Anita (2012-08-31 16:42:58)

Hi Jes, I recently received an A5 Domino snake from Filofax Germany & it was all very easy. Ordered on Sunday

& it was delivered on the following Thursday! Unfortunately they don’t deliver outside of the EU, but a friendly

Philofaxer may be able to help you out if it was that specific model you were after :)

Laurie (2012-08-31 16:54:12)

The Finchley line is discontinued, so if you like that one you might want to keep it or you might never find it again! 

Terri (2012-08-31 17:16:41)

I bought the FC inserts after looking at your set up J. I love it! 
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Alison Reeves (2012-08-31 17:24:34)

Thanks Steve - I’ll check out the video and will give you a shout if I get stuck! 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-31 17:26:01)

I’d like an A5 Amazona in Almond - shame they never made that colour! I have the black one which I really like. 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-31 17:26:44)

Actually, I’d really like an A5 Ascot. 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-31 17:28:03)

Gail, Staples do a multi copy 90gsm paper which is very good. Great if you want to use fountain pen with no

show through. 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-31 17:29:45)

Here, Here - there has been some really interesting posts in the last few months. I know they would have taken

quite a bit of time and thought to write. 

J (2012-08-31 17:49:16)

Thanks, Terri! Definitely not conventional, but I love it! This system works better for me than anything else I’ve

tried- it’ll be sticking with me for 2013! 

Becca (2012-08-31 19:25:01)

I’m trying to order from Filofax Germany but the website won’t let me enter my postcode in the ’zip code’ box -

every time I press the ’next’ button to continue my order it asks me to enter my zip code. Does anyone know how

to solve this? Thank you! 

Yu (2012-08-31 19:59:42)

Yup! On my personal, not on my former A5. Makes it look like it’s reaaaally old even though the filo got it when I

was setting it up! Brand new from box and all. :(

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-08-31 21:14:05)

Thanks. I’ll give those tips a try J. 

Butanben (2012-08-31 22:04:50)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Butanben (2012-08-31 22:16:35)

Hi folks, 

Just for your info, September’s dates for your Filofax are now on my blog, Each Shining Hour. Just Google Each

Shining Hour Blog and access my page. Apologies for the word heavy content. I will have some more piccies next

month,otherwise reader tedium sets in!!! This is my first full blog post and I’ve realised I’ve not got the formula

quite right yet. What no piccies..... Gromit will not be pleased Steve!!! I wanted to have a blog with something

useful for Philofaxers and for my teaching work, with dates for assembly stories etc.The posts will be following at

the end of each month, if you want to follow along. xx

jes (2012-08-31 22:17:02)

Ooohhhh....friendly Philofaxers!! I swear every single model of filofax I want is available every except the US! 

Hoot DuJour (2012-08-31 23:41:35)

I just ordered my first Filofax, an A5 Sketch as it was 30 % off. I’m upset because I just checked the website, and

there are now a ton of options 50 % off. I haven’t gotten a chance to get acquainted with my Skecth because I am

away, but have already purchased quite a few accessories to get me started. 

I wish I had found this wonderful resource prior to my purchase. I intend to read up quite a lot and select the
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Filofax my husband will (yes, he must) buy me when I finish up grad school in May

Savannah (2012-09-01 00:36:39)

Day Timer has the four page a month tabbed calenar that are similar to Franklin Covey. The Day Timer pages

are the identical page size as Filofax so this brand may be worth a try if you want more planning page options

that fit appropriately with the Filofax binder. Ofcourse you can mix them in with the Filofax pages you do like. 

You can probably get the best price at Amazon. 

tmpayne (2012-09-01 00:58:44)

Does anyone know where I can order cheaper colored A5 punched paper? Also, what are some cheaper punch

options. Ive read the posts on punches already, but I live in the states and shipping is way too high for the punches

I’ve seen. Thanks in advance! 

tmpayne (2012-09-01 01:22:56)

I just ordered my first Filofax too. I ordered a black A5 Cuban. I really hope they are worth all the hype. I’ve

kinda been lurking around philofaxy for a few months debating about which style and size to order. Which

acessories did you purchase in addition to your FF? 

Deborah (2012-09-01 04:44:01)

just incase you didn’t associate my reply with yours. I think if you are unsure about certain filofaxes you should

try seeing them up close and personal ie; in the shop not neccessarily in Chicago..I had a weird impression this

was the only time you were going in a filo shop...I live near Reading Berkshire, or filo shop is in th Whsmiths and

they don’t even have all the filos on show just the boxes...but good luck in your search..sorry if I misled you in anyway

Gail Wheatley (2012-09-01 07:54:48)

Ohh that sounds ideal, thank Alison. 

Gail Wheatley (2012-09-01 07:56:15)

Well I printed the remainder of the year out on 100gsm and wow it is thick, I didn’t realise how thick it was till I

was writing on it and there was no bleed through. 

Lily (2012-09-01 08:14:49)

Have you tried John Lewis? They often have a good selection actually out. 

Debbie (2012-09-01 08:46:21)

I live in an area where there are no Filofax suppliers. I live in Idaho and the nearest supplier is in Salt Lake

City. I have not been to the store that carries Filofax but am traveling to Chicago at the end of Sept. I just

may keep the pink Finchley because I am a believer that if I want to I can buy myself a new Filofax every year! LOL! 

Cheryl (2012-09-01 11:24:46)

Thanks, Steve, for the great comments and review. I like all the features (all those credit card pockets!), the

gusseted section and the slip pocket in the back. Too bad I missed this one but I’ll be checking around the web

just in case luck strikes. Either color would work for me but I’m kind of liking that purple one to go with many

items in the fall wardrobe. Enjoyed your review...thanks! 

Cheryl (2012-09-01 11:28:06)

Thanks for the info! I just got mine an hour ago and am playing around with it. Its going to take alot of training

to lay flat...it almost looks like it wants to resist laying flat which wasn’t the case with my regular personal

chameleon. Other than that I love the size. I definitely have some paring down to do and since I do have alot of

dividers, I think you have the right idea. I just picked up a bunch of the MS Avery tags at Staples last night so it

looks like getting rid of the dviders is the key. Thanks for the tip! 
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Becca (2012-09-01 12:04:01)

Hi Anita, I was just wondering how you ordered from Filofax Germany re my comment below? Thanks! 

jes (2012-09-01 13:07:37)

i was unable to order from the germany website. they do not ship outside the eu. so you got farther than i did! 

Lily (2012-09-01 15:22:05)

I had this issue, I put a zipcode in as 00000, and put my postcode in the normal address space. 

Butanben (2012-09-01 22:31:53)

Yes.... Here Here!! Erin’s comment is spot on!! 

Doris (2012-09-01 23:20:31)

My personal ochre is creased as well, from use. But I don’t mind it. (: The ochre seems to have softer, ’thinner’

leather. 

Paul B (2012-09-02 07:01:44)

There was one on Ebay I was going to bid on, then the owner took it down and put it back up with a starting

price of......... 95 pounds. I couldnt believe the jump. There is optimistic and then there is unrealistic! 

Hoot DuJour (2012-09-04 20:47:56)

It came with the week on 2 pages, that seems good for right now. I ordered the month on 2 pages to help with

longer term planning as well as the horizontal year view. I’m not sure how useful that will be, but I thought

it looked cool. I’m unsure as to how to organize my Filofax, I’m sure it will be a work in progress for quite some time. 

1.3

September

Wed Finds - 1 September 2012 (2012-09-01 00:00) - Steve Morton

And this mornings Filofax blog posts for Wednesday to Saturday from the Internet. If you missed the

Tuesday helping of posts [1]click back to them here. 

1. [2]Printing inserts; the saga continues - The Crazy Suburban Mom

2. [3]Download a Party Planner for your A5 Filofax - My Life All in One Place

3. [4]My Filofax Collection ( minus the personal size Malden in crimson) - Filofax Fetish

4. [5]My Red Personal Cuban as My Prayer Journal - I’m a Filo Freak

5. [6]Books, bags and Filofax - Circus Life with Disturbed Mamacita

6. [7]Things Filofax on Etsy - This Bugs Life

7. [8]Filofax Focus Groups - Mish Mash Muddle

8. [9]all stars guest post - Carou: pennybridge as a travel filo - Paper Lovestory

9. [10]My First Blog - Anthannon

10. [11]Five Year Filofax Journal - It’s My Life

11. [12]My Work A5 Filofax - The Aston - Thoughts and Exploration
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12. [13]The Nutty Boy By Ziraldo (Guest Post By Lime Tree) - Fennell Books

13. [14]”Your package is on its way” - Megan-Brodie Rogers

14. [15]Filofax goodies - Filofax Fantasies

15. [16]What a GREAT Filofax DAY! - Filofax Fetish

16. [17]New Tabs For My Filofax With The Dymo Label Maker - Lady Tamlynn

17. [18]Get Organized with Filofax - Mom Trends

18. [19]Its here, it’s here - My Once Upon the Moon

19. [20]Diary Issues - Two Pages Per Day V Two Days Per Page - Imysworld

20. [21]Filofax Containment Part Two - The Storage Studio

21. [22]Guess What I Got Today Everybody!!! - I’m a Filo Freak

22. [23]Big Brother - Filomaniac

23. [24]My FiloFlex - AntiDisOrganisation

24. [25]Philofaxy Prize Metropol - AntiDisOrganisation

25. [26]New pocket Baroque - Paper Pens Ink

26. [27]Paper planners and human evolution - The Crazy Suburban Mom

27. [28]My New Compact Finsbury - Mish Mash Muddle

28. [29]Evernote and Your Filofax - Bryan Sherwood

29. [30]New filofax - Ruban Rose

30. [31]Where is this year going? - The Crazy Life of J

31. [32]Philofaxy All Stars Guest Post: Imy, Whats in my Car - All things gay

32. [33]Filofax Blog of the Week: Paper Pens Ink - My Life All in One Place

33. [34]Filofax Fortnight #5 - Pride, It Leaves You Hollow

34. [35]Losing weight - Cloudberry Musings

35. [36]In My Mailbox: Compact Osterley - Wandrrlust

36. [37]What’s in my Car - All Stars Guest Post - Alistair... - Imysworld

37. [38]What’s in your filofax Friday? #2 - Hand Made By Rianna

38. [39]Organizing Our Busy Family With Filofax - Obviously Marvelous

39. [40]All Stars Guest Post – Ray – Keeping in Touch - Steve Morton

40. [41]FINALLY....My NEW Malden Filofax is here....!!!!! - Shabby Vintage Junk

41. [42]ALL STARS GUEST POST - Filofax Pro & Con’s from Thoughts and Explorations - Imysworld

42. [43]September 365/30 Lists!! - The Life of The Perpetual Student

43. [44]All Stars Guest Post - Imy of Imysworld - Thoughts and Exploration

44. [45]London 2012 Line Burst Filofax - Mish Mash Muddle
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45. [46]All Stars Round-up - My Life All in One Place

• Your blog post could appear here next week if we missed you this time around. Email us the details

and we will include it if we can. 

• We can’t guarantee people will read your posts, but we know there is a higher chance of people

reading your posts and returning to read other posts if you make them interesting with pictures

and good hints and tips. Don’t forget to give your posts a title... 

And this weeks Video Finds

IFRAME: [47]http://www.youtube.com/embed/J7YfXfrUerc?rel=0

IFRAME: [48]http://www.youtube.com/embed/k6UFfEroC8w?rel=0

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/08/web-finds-28-august-2012.html

2. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/08/printing-inserts-saga-continues.html

3. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/08/download-party-planner-for-your-a5.html

4. 

http://filofaxfetish.wordpress.com/2012/08/28/

my-filofax-collection-minus-the-personal-size-malden-in-crimson/

5. http://filofreak.blogspot.fr/2012/08/my-red-personal-cuban-as-my-prayer.html

6. http://mamacitascircus.blogspot.fr/2012/08/books-bags-and-filofax.html

7. http://thisbugslife.com/2012/08/28/things-filofax-on-etsy/

8. http://mishmashmuddle.blogspot.fr/2012/08/filofax-focus-groups.html

9. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/08/all-stars-guest-post-pennybridge-as.html

10. http://anthannon.blogspot.co.uk/2012/08/my-first-blog.html

11. http://gailwheatley.blogspot.fr/2012/08/five-year-filofax-journal.html

12. http://www.thoughtsandexploration.com/2012/08/my-work-a5-filofax-aston.html

13. http://www.fennellbooks.co.uk/journal/2012/8/27/the-nutty-boy-by-ziraldo-guest-post-by-lime-tree.html

14. http://megan-brodierogers.blogspot.fr/2012/08/package-is-on-its-way.html

15. http://filofaxfantasies.blogspot.fr/2012/08/filofax-goodies.html

16. http://filofaxfetish.wordpress.com/2012/08/29/what-a-great-filofax-day/

17. http://ladytamlynn.blogspot.fr/2012/08/new-tabs-for-my-filofax-with-dymo-label.html

18. http://www.momtrends.com/2012/08/get-organized-with-filofax/

19. http://myonceuponthemoon.blogspot.fr/2012/08/its-here-it-here.html

20. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/08/diary-issues-two-pages-per-day-v-two.html

21. http://thestoragestudio.blogspot.fr/2012/08/filofax-containment-part-two.html

22. http://filofreak.blogspot.fr/2012/08/guess-what-i-got-today-everybody.html

23. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/08/big-brother.html

24. http://antidisorganisation.wordpress.com/2012/08/28/my-filoflex/

25. http://antidisorganisation.wordpress.com/2012/07/30/philofaxy-prize-metropol/

26. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/08/new-pocket-baroque.html

27. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/08/paper-planners-and-human-evolution-semi.html

28. http://mishmashmuddle.blogspot.fr/2012/08/my-new-compact-finsbury.html

29. http://www.bryansherwood.com/bryan_sherwood/2012/08/evernote-and-your-filofax.html

30. http://www.rubanxrose.com/2012/08/new-filofax.html

31. http://thecrazylifeofj.blogspot.fr/2012/08/where-is-this-year-going-aka-holy-crap.html

32. http://allthingsgay123.blogspot.fr/2012/08/philofaxy-all-stars-guest-post-imy.html

33. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/08/filofax-blog-of-week-paper-pens-ink.html

34. http://clareio.blogspot.fr/2012/08/filofax-fortnight-5.html

35. http://cloudberrythoughts.blogspot.fr/2012/08/over-bank-holiday-weekend-i-decided-to.html

36. http://wandrrlust.org/2012/08/31/in-my-mailbox-compact-osterley/

37. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/08/whats-in-my-car-all-stars-guest-post.html

38. http://handmadebyrianna.blogspot.fr/2012/08/whats-in-your-filofax-friday-2.html
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39. http://www.obviously-marvelous.com/2012/08/30/organizing-our-busy-family-with-filofax/

40. http://steve-morton.com/2012/08/31/all-stars-guest-post-ray-keeping-in-touch/

41. http://shabbyvintagejunk.blogspot.fr/2012/08/finallymy-new-malden-filofax-is-here.html

42. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/08/all-stars-guest-post-filofax-pro-cons.html

43. http://thelifeoftheperpetualstudent.blogspot.fr/2012/08/september-36530-lists.html

44. http://www.thoughtsandexploration.com/2012/08/all-stars-guest-post-imy-of-imysworld.html

45. http://mishmashmuddle.blogspot.fr/2012/08/london-2012-line-burst-filofax.html

46. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/08/all-stars-round-up.html

47. http://www.youtube.com/embed/J7YfXfrUerc?rel=0

48. http://www.youtube.com/embed/k6UFfEroC8w?rel=0

WeirdRockStar (2012-09-01 03:02:34)

Love love LOOOVE these links! 

Thatś all. 

Happy Sat. everyone! 

Babs (2012-09-01 03:20:10)

Thanks Steve. Another great list of links. 

Cloudberry (2012-09-01 08:57:29)

Wow - I pick up so many ideas from these posts. Love the post on Etsy from Janet @ Tiis Bugs Life - a handmade

FF binder...hhhmmmm, don’t get me started! 

Bridgett (2012-09-01 16:02:15)

I was really confused for a second and thought I had already read the Wednesday Finds but these are indeed new

and much appreciated for Saturday. 

Butanben (2012-09-01 20:30:32)

Lady Tamlynn... you’ve had me making new labels for my Filofax tonight!! Had the label maker for ages, and

didn’t realise it made such pretty borders. So Avery tabs out... and hey presto, a spruced up Filofax, thanks to

your blog.... brilliant post, thank-you!! 

Scotland Philofaxy meetup! (2012-09-02 00:00) - Laurie

[1]

Now that I’m back in Scotland, let’s start talking about a Scotland Philofaxy meetup! 

Please comment and answer the following questions:

1) Which would be a better location/ easier for you to get to: Aberdeen or Edinburgh? (Sorry I can’t go

to Glasgow, too far for me.) Aberdeen might be closer for some people, but I don’t know a decent Filofax

retailer there (does anyone know a good Filofax destination in Aberdeen??). If we go to Edinburgh we

can visit The Pen Shop at Jenners, which is the only Filofax retailer I know of there. Does anyone know

a retailer in or near Edinburgh that might have a larger selection of Filofaxes, and/ or might be less

crowded? 
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2) When? For me, later in the autumn would be the best time so I have time to settle into my new house. 

I can’t do most of October, or November 24 and 25th but hopefully we can find a date that works for

most people. Timing is negotiable but if we can start to narrow it down that would help. 

So Scottish Philofaxers, what do you think? And of course, anyone else who would like to come up for

the event is more than welcome! 

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-mitIdTdupMU/T9fKcgQzOkI/AAAAAAAALyg/hBw7i_Qpweo/s1600/LondonMay2012.jpg

HazelScotland (2012-09-02 02:03:30)

Edinburgh. Edinburgh. Edinburgh. 

Superpooky (2012-09-02 03:41:51)

The Pen Shop also have a stand alone shop near St James centre in Edinburgh and John Lewis usually have a

selection and some nice stationery if that info helps. 

Erozion (2012-09-02 06:51:17)

Has to be Edinburgh for me. We could always have a good think about where Filofax is sold. Though the pen

shop in Jenners is the place I know with most stuff, I’ll need to go take a look at their shop in Multrees Walk

Superspooky, never been. 

Mags Rennie (2012-09-02 08:02:39)

I can do either Edinburgh or Aberdeen but later in the autumn would be best for me. Tiger Lily’s or The Hub? 

Erozion (2012-09-02 08:29:34)

According the the Filofax website - Blackwells, South Bridge and Hamilton & Inches, George St have stock. Letts

Filofax Group Ltd have a place in Dalkeith, wonder if they would welcome a visit. 

crofter (2012-09-02 09:20:15)

Laurie, no hope of me coming, but I am so happy for you that your back in Scotland. Home is where the heart is, 

and it would seem to me that your heart has been in Scotland for a long time now. 

Bryan (2012-09-02 09:24:02)

I wish I lived in Scotland! 

RelativityNSomeTea (2012-09-02 09:45:02)

I live in Scotland! I could get to Edinburgh with a friend :)

austinlinda (2012-09-02 10:00:32)

I wish I could just VISIT Scotland! I’ve always been interested in learning more and visiting there! 

Maybe someday. ; )

Butanben (2012-09-02 10:31:14)

My family come from Edinburgh! If I were currently employed, I’d be up there joining in!! 

Morag (2012-09-02 11:25:42)

Edinburgh would be good for me!! Sounds like there’s a few places to visit to drool over Filofaxes and assorted

stationery :)

Nellie (2012-09-02 12:08:57)

Mr N and I honeymooned in Scotland. We had a week on Skye and then a week in Edinburgh. Bliss. Have a great

time guys! 
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Laurie (2012-09-02 12:47:52)

Thank you crofter! Yes this has been my dream for a decade now. I’m so happy to be here!! 

Erozion (2012-09-02 17:55:44)

Skye is fantastic, been a few times, great honeymoon Nellie

fluffyferret (2012-09-02 18:02:07)

I live in Aberdeen and in the city itself John Lewis, Paperchase and WH Smith sell Filofaxes and inserts. 

Erozion (2012-09-02 18:07:34)

Sounds good, is that your cat? 

Lily (2012-09-03 07:54:00)

Could you go halfway between? Is there anywhere in Dundee? 

Laurie (2012-09-03 08:06:29)

Dundee is fine, or Perth, or someplace else sort of mid-way if that works for other people too. Don’t know about

Filofax retailers anywhere near there though. 

Farmer Wilf (2012-09-03 08:10:28)

Another vote here for Edinburgh. As a recent convert to Filofax from the electronic mess that I’d got myself into

I’d love to see how others organise their filofaxes

Erozion (2012-09-03 08:12:24)

Yeah, that’s fine with me as long as I don’t have too far to walk. I use a stick. 

Farmer Wilf (2012-09-03 09:57:50)

I don’t know of anywhere in Perth besides WH Smith that stock Filofax. Burns and Harris in Dundee used to

stock them but I’m not sure that they still do. (hope this helps)

Steve Morton (2012-09-03 14:14:22)

If I can throw my hat in to the ring. 

Firstly I want to see this meet up go ahead, no doubt about that. There are enough people who have so far shown

interest, I’m sure it will happen. 

I would also like to attend, but... it would have to be on a particular date and in a location that I can get to by

flying from SE England, most probably staying over night. So my costs are going to be significant. 

So I would prefer to sit back and let Laurie go ahead and organise the meet up and if I can attend then I will do

all I can to attend. 

Steve

Laurie (2012-09-03 14:23:34)

Seems like the majority would prefer Edinburgh, so let’s talk about that. 

What about timing? It would need to be a Saturday, perhaps the first or second Saturday in November? Does

that timing work for people? 

Laurie (2012-09-03 14:24:39)

Steve it would be fantastic if the meetup falls on a date when you can come up!! 

Erozion (2012-09-03 14:27:16)

That’s fine for me Laurie
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fluffyferret (2012-09-03 15:39:53)

Yes he was sitting on a snow covered roof at the time and had snow on his whiskers. Is that a pic of your cat? 

Erozion (2012-09-03 15:44:04)

yeah, she’s Siamese. I love cats. 

Mags Rennie (2012-09-03 15:52:02)

I could probably make the second Saturday in November, and if you want I could bring some of my stock ;). 

Morag (2012-09-04 03:35:41)

I can make either of those dates - looking forward to it. Can’t wait to see other people’s filos & their setups

Danielle Currie (2012-09-04 04:50:36)

I really want a personal amazona in almond, have u filofax gurus got any advice I am Edinburgh based and tried

eBay already x

Erozion (2012-09-04 08:00:10)

I’ve been talking about the meetup to someone I do voluntary work for. I’ve given her the Philofaxy website

details and she may be interested in joining up and coming to the meetup. 

HazelScotland (2012-09-05 15:58:52)

I Can’t make the weekend of the 10th but if that suits everyone else then I understand :( xx

Andrew R (2012-09-05 18:59:22)

Definitely Edinburgh. Not a Sunday (much poorer public transport). The 3rd clashes with the Bitts Park fireshow

in Carlisle (best bonfire in the North of England, and probably Scotland too), but 10th might be possible. Andrew

Laurie (2012-09-06 02:02:18)

I forgot many places will have their bonfire night that first Saturday. Let’s discuss the 10th vs the 17th. Right

now either is fine with me. Which one would work best for the majority of people? 

And yes definitely Saturday. Trains don’t run between Aberdeen and Edinburgh on Sunday so I’d have to take the

bus which would take too long. 

Erozion (2012-09-06 04:05:03)

Laurie, I’m fine for either day

Steve Morton (2012-09-06 04:30:35)

’If’ I can make it, it would be the 17th rather than the 10th. 

Steve

Laurie (2012-09-06 04:43:03)

Right that settles it. November 17, Edinburgh! Steve, please make the announcement! (And if you can’t make it

after all that is completely okay.)

Next we will discuss where to meet and Filofax destinations. I’ve been to The Pen Shop at Jenners but it won’t be

as much fun without Craig, and it’s very crowded so alternative destinations would be good. 

Laurie (2012-09-06 05:02:37)

I have created a group on Facebook called Philofaxy Edinburgh Meetup Nov 17 so we can discuss the logistics! 

Erozion (2012-09-06 05:13:37)

Hi Laurie. Can you post a link pl. Can’t seem to find it on a search. thanx

435





Steve Morton (2012-09-06 05:32:09)

The group is here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/424807494232038/

Steve

Steve Morton (2012-09-06 05:50:19)

I’m adding as many people as I can find on FB that are already in my Friends List! 

Steve Morton (2012-09-11 17:00:41)

The date is set for 17th November, in Edinburgh. I will be there... travel and hotel booked. Looking forward to

seeing everyone on the 17th. 

If you haven’t joined the Facebook group yet please do. 

Steve

Reader Under the Spotlight - Angela (2012-09-03 00:00) - Steve Morton

Welcome this week to Angela. 

[1]

I’m Angela and I blog over at [2]Paper Lovestory. I’ve been blogging on and off since I was 14 but I finally

settled on Paper Lovestory at the end of my first year at university :)

1. When did you buy your first Filofax and what was it? 

I bought it in 2009 but I’m pretty sure I had one of the children ones when I was younger. I’ve forgotten

what brand it was but I remember it having square patterns and the rings were much like a Filofax! 

The one I bought back in 2009 was a personal Finsbury in Raspberry but my sister has it now! Foolishly, 

I bought it full price from John Lewis (as I didn’t discover City Organiser til early 2010 when it’s website

was cityorg-pdq or something!). 

2. What other brands have you used or considered using? 

I had a brief flirtation with a Moleskine in 2011 (I used it for 9 months) but I really didn’t like how

rubbish the paper was so quickly reverted back to a Filofax in late December 2011. 

3. Out of the organisers you own which is your current favourite (Style and Size)? 

I really am in love with my personal Osterley in plum. So much so, that I am considering getting it in

the Compact size. I also love my Finchleys - I don’t think I will ever sell them. 

4. How many Filofax organisers do you own? 

Oh dear. I think it is eleven, but I may have counted wrong so it could be ten or twelve! Only four

are in use at the moment. I’m thinking of saving them for when I have children and then have one for

each child. I’d keep momentos of their childhood in there; like the bracelet they wear after they are born

(in hospital), a scan of them in my womb, record their first word, first time they walked, etc. I may be

thinking too far ahead here though! 

5. What do you use your Filofax for? 

• Personal Osterley - daily diary and this one goes everywhere with me

• Personal Finchley (Vintage Rose) - my me’ binder

• Personal Finchley (Teal) - holds my 2013 inserts and comes out from time to time so I can write

things in it
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• Personal Finchley (Jade Green) - my fashion’ Filofax

The rest are acting as storage binders (for my spare notepaper, tabs, etc) and my A5 is lying in wait in

case I ever require a bigger daily diary. 

6. What was the feature about Filofax you like most? 

The fact I could customise them and make it look like my own. There is only so much you can do with a

Moleskine; and even then, you can only keep it for a year anyway! 

7. If you could design your own Filofax what would it feature? 

Well, it’d have gold compact rings. The exterior would be leather - though I don’t know what pattern

(if any) and the interior would be smooth leather. Inside, it would have four card slots with a pocket

underneath that on the left, and on the right, there would be a zipped pocket. Not unlike the Osterley

I’m using I guess, apart from the zipped pocket! 

8. How do you carry your Filofax? 

I’m really quite careless with how I handle it. I just throw it into my bag before leaving the house with

no regard for the fact that I have keys and other potentially sharp objects in there too! 

9. Which Filofax in the current range do you like the most? Are you going to buy it? 

I’m actually very tempted by a Compact Osterley, but also the Temperley for London Violet! At the

moment, these two are the ones I am currently lusting after. I will most probably be getting one of these

two as I really do want a Compact (I’m finding the personal a bit too big at the moment) but I’m not

anticipating a purchase anytime soon. Unless my parents are particularly generous with a graduation

present (my grad ceremony isn’t til late October!). 

10. What is the most you have ever spent on a Filofax? Which model? 

I spent £375 on The Affair by Temperley London but of course, that went back due to the rings. The next

most expensive is probably my Osterley which only cost me £55 (to replace a faulty Amazona almond). I

don’t remember spending anymore than that on a Filofax. 

11. Turning to Philofaxy, what do you like the most? 

Everything! The community, how friendly everyone is and how willing everyone is to try and help each

other. In the dog-eat-dog world that the world is portrayed as sometimes, Philofaxy is a breath of fresh

air. Also, it’s great to meet other people who share the same obsession with stationery. 

12. And what do you not like about Philofaxy? 

Honestly? I can’t think of anything. Or maybe the fact that it makes me want to buy more organisers? 

13. What was the last music album CD you bought or downloaded? 

I last bought Down the Way by Angus and Julia Stone. I can’t stop listening to it on loop! 

Thank you Angela. If anyone else would like to step under our Spotlight and share their Filofax story

please get in touch philofaxy [at] gmail [dot] com

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-W8roHVQocuM/UDukyoX1x-I/AAAAAAAAM8k/9TMyKD7uTNE/s1600/blog.png

2. http://paperlovestory.com/

Imy (2012-09-03 05:14:43)

One of my favoritest bloggers and Philofaxers :D (Yes I made up two words there)

Sandra (2012-09-03 09:29:43)

So nice to read more about you, Angela. Your weekly blog updates rock! ;)

Alondra Karwowski (2012-09-03 10:23:05)

She is also one of my favorite blog’s to read! 

Free For All Tuesday No 83 (2012-09-04 00:00) - Steve Morton

Tuesdays are your chance to ask any Filofax related questions you might have. 

However, I’ve been sent a couple of pictures of a Filofax can you help identify which model it is? 
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[1]

[2]

Thanks for your help

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ixnlhojaG9o/UEUjYqQI8XI/AAAAAAAANAA/p4TEQoW52Pg/s1600/Real+Calf+Filofax+1.JPG

2. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-4MC8q4bJO40/UEUjizuirCI/AAAAAAAANAI/76pJQ2unZBc/s1600/Real+Calf+Filofax+2.JPG

Bridget (2012-09-04 00:10:27)

I’m not much help, but if people are in filofax id-ing mode I’d be interested in finding out which model this one is

http://www.trademe.co.nz/Browse/Listing.aspx?id=508804847

SNARLing: (2012-09-04 00:23:54)

hello! i hope all is as happy and well as possible for the moment - happy september! so i’d been sneaking some

surfing in as i regularly do and found this on the ff france site:

http://www.filofax.fr/store/organiserdetails.asp?sizeId=5 &rangeId=169 &dsizeId=5

it seems like the super crazy beautiful true open a5 20mm binder people may be looking for complete with super

crazy horribly expensive price tag
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WiniC (2012-09-04 00:40:55)

This looks super similar to my (’vintage’) Lincoln Filofax, which was purchased (I believe) some time in the 1990s, 

but a bit more up market. 

Exterior: http://img577.imageshack.us/img577/651/imagewvc.jpg

Interior: http://img9.imageshack.us/img9/6899/imageeiy.jpg

I know I’m not ’old,’ but the thought of something being ’vintage from the nineties’ makes me feel ancient T.T

Jenna (2012-09-04 03:36:25)

Hi guys! I’m a lurker here, but finally caved and bought my first (and hopefully only) Filo! Im so excited! :D I

bought the aqua chameleon since it was on clearance. Im so excited for it to arrive! 

Quick Q, can the page file templates be printed on standard North American letter sized paper or should I just

buy some A4? I’m a Canadian here so A4 isn’t very readily available. 

Alison (2012-09-04 03:54:25)

Wow thanks for sharing, I want one but can’t justify it - not at that price, resist, resist, resist !!! :)

Paul Taylor (2012-09-04 05:21:59)

I have that exact same model Filofax - tan leather personal, gold coloured metal corners on the front and gold

coloured 7/8” rings. I’ve looked it over and nowhere does it even hint at what it’s called (unless it’s a ’Real Calf’ !)

and I’ve been thinking about asking this very same question for a while now. I acquired mine sometime in the late

80s and it replaced a grey Winchester - I think it was shortly before I met my other half, which was ’89 if knowing

the age is of any help in identification. It’s a shame they don’t make ’em like that any more - mine is a bit scuffed

and dented but still fully functional and the rings still meet precisely with a satisfying click when opening and closing. I haven’t used it in anger for the best part of a decade but it could come back into service tomorrow at a pinch... 

Gwen McKerrell (2012-09-04 06:17:23)

Hi Paul

I am the owner of the filofax in the picture, having been a philofaxy reader for a while but not commenting until

now. I kind of like the idea of a model called ”Real Calf” and am glad someone else has the same model as me. 

I’m relatively new to filofaxes and am still trying to find a set up that works for me but am looking forward to

using ”Real Calf” within that setup. 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-09-04 06:26:37)

steve take a look at this listing - http://www.ebay.com/itm/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem &item=260982617995 no

name given but the card is presant and the pics are good. 

The next image from flickr http://www.flickr.com/photos/jmarkbertrand/3452297247/ has the text from the back

side of the card.... 

The reverse of the card reads: ”The Living Quality of Fine Scottish Leather. Every piece of leather has its own

character in grain and texture. Leather from National Chrome Tanning gains extra individuality from its Scottish

heritage – tanned using the softest water in the world with skills built up over generations. Like wood, leather is

one of the few materials that grows more beautiful with use, the grain acquiring a natural patina.” 

No name yet though... 

Tracy

Songbird68 (2012-09-04 06:28:07)

Is it possibly a personal Portland? 

Steve Morton (2012-09-04 06:33:37)

Or a Personal Sherwood, as in this photo:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jmarkbertrand/3452298235/in/photostream /

It certainly has the same internal layout with two pen loops, the numerous card slots and the zip pocket in the

back cover. 

There was never one called ’Real Calf’ that’s a type of leather you will find it in a lot of Filofax organisers of that
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age! 

Steve

Steve Morton (2012-09-04 06:38:33)

That’s a Winchester... same as the one I have! 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-09-04 06:40:54)

I thought about that one but it’s got a slip pocket the one in your picture doesn’t have... but the leather looks similar

zephyr (2012-09-04 06:50:42)

It’s a Sherwood. 

Paul Taylor (2012-09-04 08:23:12)

I *was* joking! It’s just that they usually have an imprint saying ’Filofax personal xyz, italian leather/real

calf/whatever’. It’s just a bit odd that the model number or name doesn’t seem to be included in the imprint on

this one for some reason. Maybe Filofax were in limbo between naming conventions around that time? 

It is very similar to the Personal Sherwood, I agree, but the Sherwood doesn’t have the metal corners on the front

cover and its rings are chrome. This particular model has gold rings. 

Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-09-04 09:27:31)

It’s definitely NOT a Portland - I have one and they are completely different (and have their names on the inside

too). A portland has a gusseted zipped pocket on the left and 6 card slots on the right and a full-height pocket

behind the card slots. 

crofter (2012-09-04 09:36:33)

I also think it is a Sherwood, I have an identical model in Black. This is the first one that I have seen in brown, 

and I think it is quite nice. 

Gwen McKerrell (2012-09-04 09:54:42)

Thanks all for your comments. The filofax is actually red, however the light was not good when I was photographing

it and I couldn’t get the exposure right on the camera, hence it looking more brown/tan than red. 

Alondra Karwowski (2012-09-04 09:59:29)

I have a question.. does anyone know of any US online stores that sell Filofax’s, inserts, accessories etc. for

cheaper than the Filofax website? I know Ebay sometimes have stuff but I find that they are just as pricey (if not

sometimes more than the Filofax USA website). Thank you! 

M Ng (2012-09-04 10:42:15)

You should check out [1]Pens and Leather. The binders are always about 20 % off, but it can be a while before

they have the newest models available. I believe the refills and inserts are essentially all full-price, though. Good luck! 

1. http://www.pensandleather.com/

Alison Reeves (2012-09-04 11:59:16)

Well, whatever this binder is called it is lovely. I really wish they would do more in the gold coloured ring

mechanisms. I have an Ivory Panama with the gold rings which is lovely - sadly I don’t care for the closure so I

may have to sell it on. 

On another note I would just like to make a comment about planners. I’ve spent a fortune on diary inserts (mostly

prior to the Steve & Ray collaboration). I tend to see others using a particular layout and strive to follow suite. 

I’ve been through just about every option. I really, really wanted to TM weekly and daily ones to work, but sadly

I couldn’t live up to them. Then I discovered that the one diary layout that I thought would never work is perfect

for me - the week on one page with notes (where you have the week on the left and the facing page is for notes). 

Although I run my own business, I find the granularity of one page or two page a day too much to cope with. I
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don’t have a lot of appointments, but I have tasks and projects which I want to be reminded of all the time. So I

divide the notes page in two with a red line and put work projects on one side and personal ones on the other. I

find I don’t have to keep re-writing every day - but it does give me a real sense of what I need to get done each

week, and how I am doing on the progress front. I plan to refine this further with some colour coding - say one

colour for customer tasks and another for business ones. 

A further observation is that I have also diligently kept a month to view, but have no idea why as I use Outlook

and regularly look at that. So I plan to scrap the month to view, and perhaps just use a set to plan something like

blog posts. 

I don’t need to long lists of tasks - I’ve basically identified a list of projects and created a mindmap for each project

with all the tasks on and printed it out and folded and punched into my A5. This way I can still have the pleasure

of my preferred view (i.e. mind map) but can also have the pleasure of crossing off tasks on a larger project to

give me a feeling of progress. So I keep my list of projects, and behind that a mind map for each one. This leaves

me with much more room for things like checklists (e.g. one for when I have to work away - what to take, or a list

of items to take to training sessions I run, or a list to run through when editing and proofing documents). 

I’m going to re-set up another binder for my home/diet/meal planning/exercise and recipe topics. This won’t have

a diary as such, but I’ll utilise one to record my meals and snacks. 

I just then need to decide whether I set up a separate binder for hobbies or not. I’ll know more when I’ve bedded

in my planner one (which covers work and home) and I can see how much ring space is available. I’ve more or less

given up on the idea of using a personal size - I don’t go out that much so can take the A5 when I really need it. 

For personal use I have my diary and contacts on my phone - so I needn’t look like to bag lady hauling around

loads of stuff I don’t really need (I’m all for travelling light!). 

I think this has all come about because I felt the FF was ruling me rather than the other way round and I was

seriously thinking about not using it at all - I’d fallen out of love because it wasn’t delivering the help I needed. 

Has anyone else had a real change in the way they use or set up their binders recently? 

Valerie (2012-09-04 12:42:12)

It looks just like the very first Filofax I bought back in 1989...my model was called Lincoln and it was brown. 

Butanben (2012-09-04 14:11:21)

Steve.. I don’t know if there is such a thing out there... but I’ve been looking for a metal closure for the front of

my binder. Let me explain. When I go to WH Smith or Staples I buy many a big A4 ring file and in some, they

have a metal clamp type clip to hold down the paper inside, so the paper is pressed down and held securely... 

visible when you open the folder... it is a mixture between a clip and a clamp device. These do not however fit the

A5... or indeed A4. I would love a paper clamp clip. Anyone know of anything out there to fit the bill?????? 

Steve Morton (2012-09-04 14:28:33)

Hi Jane

I know what you are talking about, normally seen in lever arch files/ring binders

I doubt if you will ever find one for an A5 Filofax because the rings spacing isn’t common to anything else. 

But an A4 Filofax is the same ring spacing as a normal 2/4 ring A4 folder (80mm) have you tried using one of

those clamps to see if it works or not? 

Steve

Laurie (2012-09-04 14:33:42)

Here’s one for all you restorers out there: my Buckingham has some rust on the ring mechanism. Is there any way

to remove it without damaging/ staining the surrounding leather? Thanks for any info! 

Steve Morton (2012-09-04 14:34:45)

Could you post/share a photo so we can see where the rust is? Thanks

Steve
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Laurie (2012-09-04 14:54:10)

Sorry no because my post-malware computer is still having problems loading photos and it would take

about 45 minutes to load the one photo. But the location is at the base of the top lever, where it meets

the metal spine of the mechanism. There’s not a lot of rust, but I’d like to nip it in the bud before it spreads if I can. 

Steve Morton (2012-09-04 15:07:30)

Can you get a small bit of wire wool on the end of a cotton bud to it, to rub it down may be? 

Sorry I didn’t realise you were still suffering with the dreaded Malware... Ubuntu CD time... 

Steve

Laurie (2012-09-04 15:10:46)

To be honest I think it’s as much a problem with Kodak software as the malware issue. 

Shadow Wolf (2012-09-04 16:02:13)

I have a couple of questions both of which are probably very noobish and silly, so I apologise, but... 

1) I have a lovely zipped Lyndhurst that had an unfortunate meeting with a hardback book when I was carrying

it, and now has indentations from the book’s cover in the leather, which is making me very upset. Is there any

way to ’undent’ the leather? 

2) Is there a way to remove the binding mechanism entirely from a Filofax? Before everyone screams, I have a

binder with broken rings which I don’t want to throw away. 

Thanks guys :)

crofter (2012-09-04 16:12:28)

Laurie you might check for a product called ”Never-Dull”. It is described as Magic wadding, and is often found at

truck stops in the States. You might look on Amazon and see if it is available over there. If need be, I will buy a

can and mail it to you. I am sure it will work. 

Laurie (2012-09-04 16:30:36)

Thank you crofter, I will look for it! 

Josh (2012-09-04 18:33:01)

Gorgeous! 

Butanben (2012-09-04 18:58:45)

Yes Steve, I did try one and strangely enough, the thing didn’t work in my A4 Strata. Would be really handy for

A5, as I’ve just swapped from larger ringed Finsbury to smaller ringed Cuban ink coloured Filofax.... taken stuff

out I don’t need and made a separate reference Filofax....for things I need occasionally ie maps,Filo info notes eg

European Union etc, but not stuff I use each and every day. Have been ruthless about pruning, and now have the

benefit of an A5 binder, but a lighter and nicer A5 binder. Would now be handy to have a clippy thingymawhotsit

for my A5!!!! Think you are right though..... I’ll be darned lucky if I find one that fits. Worth asking though!! xx

Butanben (2012-09-04 19:04:47)

I know ice cubes remove indentations from sofa legs etc etc in carpets ......may stain a Filofax though!!!!Worth

looking up on Google???? Sorry.... not much help.... most folks on this forum send their binders back to Filofax

for ring mechanism repairs/replacement..... they are usually very helpful that way so I hear. xxxx

Shadow Wolf (2012-09-04 20:14:49)

I’d never heard of that before, but I certainly will Google it, thank you! 

I don’t think Filofax would be too pleased to get back my old binder though! It’s not even a leather one, but I do

like it, and I can think of other uses for it - if I can get the rings out! But I can’t work out how to get the rivets

out. 

Thanks! 
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EmmaNoey (2012-09-04 22:05:04)

There’s a guest post from Tim Edwards on July 11, 2012 where he discusses removing a ring mechanism from a

binder and installing it in a flex. It could be helpful. 

Butanben (2012-09-05 20:05:28)

Anvismart defender.... a free download... is brilliant at detecting and removing the most current malware. Run

the quick clean and the long clean and all click threats removed. Also has a de- frag built in. I also run clean on

C- Cleaner.... another freebie download. My dad was a systems analyst and recommended these, which he uses

himself, alongside Norton. xxxxx

gmax (2012-09-08 09:38:43)

Sherwood was available either with a gilt ring mechanism and gilt corners, or with a standard ring mechanism and

without gilt corners. Colours were black, burgundy and tan. The one pictured above is likely to be burgundy. 

gmax (2012-09-08 09:47:24)

It would date from circa 1992, and was priced at £49.95. 

Web Finds - 4 September 2012 (2012-09-04 12:00) - Steve Morton

Well we do not seem to have too much difficulty in creating two of these posts each week with a reasonable

number of posts in each one, so it looks as if this idea is set to continue. 

So here are the latest batch of posts we have found for you on the internet:

1. [1]All Stars Guest Post: Essentials to plan a busy family life - Deligted

2. [2]Organising stickers and making more stamps! - Filofax Love

3. [3]My Weekend - Cloudberry Musings

4. [4]Compact Chameleon Arrived - Anthannon

5. [5]Dates for your Filofax - Each Shining Hour

6. [6]Customizing my Pocket Adelphi Pt. 2 - Behind my Purpley Life

7. [7]Mulberry agenda - review - Paper Pens Ink

8. [8]”Alt gegen neu” bei Filofax Deutschland - Filomaniac

9. [9]Can someone Identify this Filofax for me please? - Pride, It Leaves You Hollow

10. [10]All Stars Guest Post by Steve: The 2012 Steve Morton Filofax Set- up - My Life All in One

Place

11. [11]Insert Printing Drama - Practically Pretty

12. [12]I Love My Raspberry Chameleon Pocket FF As My Wallet - I’m a Filo Freak

13. [13]North West Philofaxy meet-up - The world of Debimoje

14. [14]Need to Step away from the Filofax - Filofax Fantasies

15. [15]One week with the Malden - Filofax Fantasies

16. [16]A New Month, A Fresh Start - Cowgirls Up! 

17. [17]Blue Compact Finsbury setup with DIY templates - Simple Notes To Me
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18. [18]365/30 day Lists - Funner things to do with your Filofax - The Crazy Suburban Mom

19. [19]your filofax week #20 - Paper Lovestory

20. [20]My Filofax Story so far& - Notes in a Filofax

21. [21]Philofaxy North-West Manchester Meet-up - what fun... - All Things Stationery

22. [22]A Literal Filofax Affair - All Stars Tour - Paper LoveStory - Imysworld

23. [23]Portland zu verkaufen - Filomaniac

24. [24]Filo Finds - My so called organised life

25. [25]Zu verkaufen: Kendal A5 - Filomaniac

26. [26]Philofaxy North West Meet Up - Filo Obsessed

27. [27]My very first Filofax!! - Nothings Original Anymore

28. [28]Journalling School Session 7: Problem Solving - My Life All in One Place

29. [29]Journalling School (7) - Filomaniac

30. [30]My Filofax is here !!! - Just Stefanie

31. [31]Filofax. The nerdiest blog ever. - Grakkyf

32. [32]All Stars Guest post from Helen @ Fennell Books - Walking - Filo Obsessed

33. [33]If you could tell Filofax anything ... - Mish Mash Muddle

34. [34]Setting up the Mulberry Agenda - Paper Pens Ink

35. [35]My Weekend page worked! - Cloudberry Musings

36. [36]I’m curious... - Belzira’s corner

37. [37]Well here it is...... - Sweetpea

38. [38]Weekly Task Lists - Mish Mash Muddle

39. [39]august review - Paper Lovestory

40. [40]New Filofax - Floral Paris

• Your blog post could appear here next week if we missed you this time around. Email us the details

and we will include it if we can. 

• We can not guarantee people will read your posts, but we know there is a higher chance of people

reading your posts and returning to read other posts if you make them interesting with pictures

and good hints and tips. Do not forget to give your posts a title... 

And this weeks Video Finds

IFRAME: [41]http://www.youtube.com/embed/y3xyDDxrDfc?rel=0

IFRAME: [42]http://www.youtube.com/embed/s1k DI1x oE?rel=0

IFRAME: [43]http://www.youtube.com/embed/AOurxGhyqWc?rel=0

IFRAME: [44]http://www.youtube.com/embed/1GtZMrju52w?rel=0
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Enjoy

1. http://deligted.blogspot.nl/2012/08/all-stars-guest-post-essentials-to-plan_31.html

2. http://filofaxlove.wordpress.com/2012/08/31/organising-stickers-and-making-more-stamps/

3. http://cloudberrythoughts.blogspot.fr/2012/08/my-weekend.html

4. http://anthannon.blogspot.fr/2012/08/compact-chameleon-arrived.html

5. http://butanben.blogspot.fr/2012/08/lets-shine-in-september-2012.html

6. http://mypurpleylife.blogspot.fr/2012/08/customizing-my-pocket-adelphi-pt-2.html

7. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/09/mulberry-agenda-review.html

8. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/09/alt-gegen-neu-bei-filofax-deutschland.html

9. http://clareio.blogspot.fr/2012/09/can-someone-identify-this-filofax-for.html

10. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/09/all-stars-guest-post-by-steve-2012.html

11. http://practical-and-pretty.blogspot.fr/2012/09/insert-printing-drama.html

12. http://filofreak.blogspot.fr/2012/09/i-love-my-raspberry-chameleon-pocket-ff.html

13. http://debimoje.blogspot.fr/2012/09/north-west-philofaxy-meet-up.html

14. http://filofaxfantasies.blogspot.fr/2012/09/need-to-step-away-from-filofax.html

15. http://filofaxfantasies.blogspot.fr/2012/09/one-week-with-malden.html

16. http://cowgirlsup.com/?p=157

17. http://simplenotestome.blogspot.co.uk/2012/09/blue-compact-finsbury-setup-with-diy.html

18. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/09/36530-day-lists-funner-things-to-do.html

19. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/09/your-filofax-week-20.html

20. http://notesinafilofax.wordpress.com/2012/09/02/my-filofax-story-so-far/

21. http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.fr/2012/09/philofaxy-north-west-manchester-meet-up.html

22. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/09/a-literal-filofax-affair-all-stars-tour.html

23. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/09/portland-zu-verkaufen.html

24. http://mysocalledorganisedlife.blogspot.fr/2012/09/filo-finds.html

25. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/09/zu-verkaufen-kendal-a5.html

26. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/09/philofaxy-north-west-meet-up.html

27. http://nothingsoriginalanymore.blogspot.fr/2012/09/my-very-first-filofax.html

28. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/09/journalling-school-session-7-problem.html

29. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/09/journalling-school-7.html

30. http://juststefanie81.wordpress.com/2012/08/26/my-filofax-is-here/

31. http://gracefairbairn.wordpress.com/2012/08/22/filofax-the-nerdiest-blog-ever/

32. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/09/guest-post-from-helen-fennell-books.html

33. http://mishmashmuddle.blogspot.fr/2012/09/if-you-could-tell-filofax-anything.html

34. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/09/setting-up-mulberry-agenda.html

35. http://cloudberrythoughts.blogspot.fr/2012/09/my-weekend-page-worked.html

36. http://belzira.blogspot.com/2012/09/im-curious.html

37. http://tammy-sweetpea.blogspot.fr/2012/09/well-here-it-is.html

38. http://mishmashmuddle.blogspot.fr/2012/09/weekly-task-lists.html

39. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/09/august-review.html

40. http://florialparis.livejournal.com/5646.html

41. http://www.youtube.com/embed/y3xyDDxrDfc?rel=0

42. http://www.youtube.com/embed/s1k_DI1x_oE?rel=0

43. http://www.youtube.com/embed/AOurxGhyqWc?rel=0

44. http://www.youtube.com/embed/1GtZMrju52w?rel=0

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-09-04 13:36:41)

I’m finishing my dissertation right now, so unfortunately I haven’t been able to read webfinds for the last few

weeks- So I am really looking forward to catching up on literally hundreds of blog posts once I’ve handed it in!! 

Anyway, video 2 doesn’t work? :(
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Steve Morton (2012-09-04 13:42:04)

Oh dear, I will remove it from the post... out of my control if the owner removes it. Can’t remember what it was

about now! 

Steve

Gerard (2012-09-04 14:51:41)

Mon Dieu! Web Finds on a Tuesday? Have you no pity?! Thanks all the same :)

RelativityNSomeTea (2012-09-04 14:55:09)

Love watching these video finds! Inspires me to try different filofax ideas! :)

Butanben (2012-09-04 21:20:41)

Philofaxy is just so international...just wonderful to read posts from all over the globe!! I loved the video in

French!! I’d love to see on a world map little dots to show the towns and parts of the world where folks come

from.... because of data protection, it would not be wise maybe to link names directly with locations.... but hey... 

wouldn’t it just be great to have pins in a map, showing where in the worldPhilofaxy readers, commentators and

bloggers come from.Wonder if such an app exists.... like Google map, where one can zoom in on an area too???!!! 

Just pontificating here Steve about how wonderful the world wide web is at bringing folks of all nationalities

together!!!!!! 

Butanben (2012-09-04 21:23:40)

PS-Thank you to you and Gromit for including my blog!! xxxx

Jennifer Bunagan Reyes (2012-09-05 11:48:28)

I feel so honored to be a web find on Philofaxy!!!! Cool beans!!! Thanks Philofaxy!!! 

Planning the Academic Year with your Filofax (2012-09-05 00:00) - Laurie

Students, and parents of students, how are you using your Filofax to plan this academic year? 

I recently had a [1]post on this topic on Plannerisms, but I want to specifically ask the Philofaxy crowd

how you are using your Filofax to plan this academic year. 

The school year has only just begun and already it feels like a manic whirl of events to schedule, projects

to prepare for, and activities to organize. This year not only are both my kids in school, but my husband

is on his own academic schedule as a lecturer so I have his lecturing and holidays schedule to factor in as

well. 

How are you keeping it all straight? Which diary format(s) are you using? Have you created a specific

tabbed section? What other tips do you have for keeping yourself and everyone else organized this school

year? 

1. http://www.plannerisms.com/2012/08/parents-and-students-how-are-you.html

Paul B (2012-09-05 00:15:53)

I wish I’d started using my Filofax to coordinate my PhD course. My job was very full on with 100 hour weeks

slowly becomin the norm. I was always struggling to keep up with where I was and what the next steps were, 

when essays were due, which people I needed to speak to, etc. 

Looking back I would have had a dedicated A5 for the studies, an kept it as a separate binder, with an academic

diary or week on one page. Having a separate binder would have allowed a very creative use of tabs as well. I’m in

the last few months now so a bit late for me, but looking back, that’s how I would have approached it. Maybe I’ll

use one on the next PhD ;)
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Babs (2012-09-05 04:13:42)

I’m a full-time mum and part-time psychology masters student so time is very precious! I use a single A5 binder -

a beautiful imperial purple Finchley - for home and study and use the Filofax week-to-view Time Management

inserts to help co-ordinate things. I work on a weekly task list rather than a daily task list as my days don’t always

run to plan so it works really well for me. 

I have more information including pictures here > http://mishmashmuddle.blogspot.co.uk/2012/08/inside-my-a5-imperial-p urple-finchley.html

Alison (2012-09-05 04:22:57)

As a mum of five children this post really interests me keeping track of the holidays etc for two different schools, 

the older two can manage their own timetables, PE days etc now that they are in High School but I keep a note in

my Filofax of PE days, swimming days etc for the little ones and i’m going to create a section to keep track of any

homework and home reading they get. 

I’d love to go back to college, maybe next year and if I do my Filofax will be an important factor in managing

college and home!!! 

Jotje (2012-09-05 04:40:19)

I use the pages from the Family Life Book by Organised Mum in my A5 Filofax. It has a column for every family

member (consisiting of myself, BF, 4 kids), plus a column for meal planning. Here I can keep track of BF’s

irregular and ever-changing work schedule, my own appointments and all the activities and dates from my kids (3

in Elementary and 1 in Middle School). In addition I use 2PPD for detailed planning (including my work). It

works brilliantly for me! 

Manuela (2012-09-05 04:47:35)

As a postgraduate-student I’m using my Filofax for everything at University. I have a Filo in Personal size

and it works very well for me. I made a own UNI-section, where I keep track of all courses and classes and a

W2P-calendar. I also use a monthly planner to have an overview of everything that is going on - due dates, 

holidays, and so on. On Filomaniac we were talking about this topic too and so I decides to start my own blog

about planning for university using a Filofax (a german blog). So I startet to create my own system that works

for university planning. It took a while - most of my undergraduate time - but now I found the perfect system for me. 

industrious housewife (2012-09-05 04:47:58)

Have you blogged this set up yet? 

Babs (2012-09-05 05:12:33)

industrious housewife - this seems to be a similar set-up / blogpost (from yesterday’s web finds)

http://deligted.blogspot.nl/2012/08/all-stars-guest-post-essentials- to-plan 31.html

Clamball (2012-09-05 05:13:21)

My 11 year old got the Pocket Breast Cancer Organiser at the weekend. Half price here in Ireland at ¬19 and they

threw in a WO2P 2013 insert as well. She is keeping track of school, PE days, field trips, and now wants to do her

homework there as well, even though she does get a homework journal from school. So far she is very happy with

it and seems to be doing some journalling in a separate notebook. Not bad for a kid who struggles to read. 

I have Malden Personal for work and home and I do note after school activities, any odd type school days, hubbys

shift rota and work appointments for myself. We have to co-ordinate with our in-frequent childminding (due to

hubbys shift rota) and I note the days we will be needing her as well. 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-09-05 05:25:13)

That is indeed the same set up, Judith=Jotje! 

Faith (2012-09-05 05:39:22)

I’m just going into my final year at uni and use an A5 Finsbury. I use the week to view column format in one tab, 

a second tab for exam dates & results, and a third tab for my dissertation. You can see pictures [1]here. 
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I ordered a Domino Snake filofax in the German sale though, so I’m playing around with the idea of putting more

uni stuff in and having two filofaxes on the go. I’m not back to uni until the 16th so I have a (very) little time left! 

1. http://studentspyglass.com/2012/04/18/filofax-for-studying/

WiniC (2012-09-05 06:30:16)

I use my Personal Filofax as my ’one true Filofax’ and have a sub-section for my MA thesis to do lists and

overview. In addition I have a notebook as a ’thesis journal’. As I have no regular due dates, etc. I use the

Philofaxy day planner inserts to track my work, uni, and home/life tasks to make sure everything gets the

attention it needs. I’ll have to do a specific blog post on this topic, but I’ve a few references to my method in this

post: http://postgradmama.wordpress.com/2012/06/22/my-new-filofax/

Lord Dodo (2012-09-05 06:58:14)

I use my A5 Chameleon with its 2012/13 Dodo Acad-Pad diary insert that shows a week to two pages with plenty

of planning space on the left hand side for notes etc. and 5 boxes per day/ columns per week. There’s a timetable

insert at the front which has my son’s school timetable in it so I can quickly see if (in his new 6th form life, just

started) he is keeping up with what he is supposed to be doing! Early days so far - you have to be a bit clandestine

with teenagers - they’re supposed to be managing their own work/study etc! 

We’ve a few left in stock if you’re interested - see here for more details on the formats - which includes an A5

suitable for Filofax now too! Use code 12PR for a 10 % one time discount :)

http://www.dodopad.com/shop/mid-year-academic-diaries-calendars/filo fax-compatible-organisers

Cloudberry (2012-09-05 08:13:58)

I’m doing a Post Grad at the same at a full on job. I use one Personal sized Ff for both business and studies. 

I keep my study timetable in a year planner - lectures and essay deadlines. I use a week to view with notes and

use the notes page as a weekly to-do list. I have a separate project page for my MSc and my legal PG. I have to fit

my studies around my job, but when an essay deadline is looming, I try to organise meetings so that I can leave

the office on time. 

I even organise my work lunchtimes to do some research online! 

Babs (2012-09-05 08:29:19)

doh*

Lady Tamlynn (2012-09-05 09:25:40)

I’m a teacher so this post is really interesting for me. I moved into an A5 towards the end of the last school year

and found that it worked brilliantly for me, so I have stuck with this size for the new school year. 

I’m currently using my A5 Chameleon with a Dodo Acad-Pad. I’m trying to move to a ’One Life, One Filofax’

mode of organisation so the Dodo Pad is brilliant as I can have seperate columns for work related stuff and

personal/home stuff. 

I’ve been using this set up for around a week now and it is working fantastically and the Dodo AcadPad really

brightens my day :-). 

Maus (2012-09-05 10:26:10)

I’m a teacher, too, and has moved into an A5 Holborn Zip for the last months of the last school year. I’m using

selfmade diaries and inserts for lists (shown in several posts on my blog ”Filo-Manie”. The set-up is still perfect for

me! 

Everything concerning meetings and conferences is saved in another A5 FF, Lady Tamlyn’s lovely Vintage Pink

Malden [ ;-)) ]. 

Privately I’m using the Compact size, currently my georgeous brown Regency. It holds a monthly view (without

tabs) as well as a W2P diary. (My actual set-up is shown on the ” Filo-Manie”, too.)

On school days I have the pleasure to use at least three of my lovely FF... which makes me happy erveryday... :-))
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Nicole (2012-09-05 11:49:57)

I use Pocket sized WO2P. I write the deadlines in the daily spaces and flag them with a different colour for each

unit. 

I spotted a black Filofax (or a similar organiser) used by Joan Watson in Elementary! However Sherlock doesn’t

comment on how the organiser gives him clues about her character. 

http://s15.postimage.org/qkyzppgyz/elementary organizer.jpg

Hannah C. (2012-09-05 13:26:18)

I just started grad school. I am using a personal Filofax with 2ppd Franklin Covey inserts. My classes are all

online, so the assignments go by week. I put a checklist of the week’s assignments on the day that they’re assigned, 

and a list of what’s due on the due date. I’m using a sticky tab to mark the first uncompleted class checklist. 

I also put due dates for all my big assignments on the monthly pages. I can only fit 2 months of 2ppd in my

Holborn with everything else I want to keep in there, so I have the rest of the year in my Finchley. That way I can

write things down for the future with ease. 

I also have a section for school. It has one page which sums up all my classes for the semester (with professor

contact info and assignment lists), and then I have a page for each class with more info. 

Jotje (2012-09-05 13:47:47)

Haha LOL, that’ll teach me to use my full and nick name at the same time! And that’s why my Twitter name

reads Judith/Jotje ... 

That said, I will do a more detailed blogpost on my current A5 Filofax setup in the near future ...! 

Angharad (2012-09-05 13:54:40)

Great topic! I use one pocket Filofax daily but it’s pretty full. I’m using this week before I start college proper to

work out how to set up my new Personal size Filofax so I really needed the ideas. The Dodo AcadPad looks great

but no Personal size :( Which lead me to thinking maybe I should get an A5 for college....I think my hubby would

kill me if I bought yet another Filofax though LOL! 

Bluehorn (2012-09-05 15:16:20)

Can anyone help? I’m a student and am trying to find a timetable layout for my weekly college timetable. Just

wondering if anyone knows if philofaxy did one or not? I can’t locate one. 

Steve Morton (2012-09-05 15:18:09)

Hi

What size would you like? Personal or A5? 

Look for 5 day Timetable if you want Personal on the Files page.. 

Steve

pasdetrois (2012-09-05 15:18:16)

I’m back at university for my second year next Friday and have just bought my first Filofax (Personal Swift)

which came with a week on two pages diary which is working well for me at the moment, but I think if I were

much busier I would need one of the two days per page diaries as the weekend space is quite limited. It’s main

use is just going to be a diary, so I’ve covered the A-Z dividers and I use them to divide the months up so I can

jump to a specific date quickly. I’ve got a few university things in there too like packing lists, course overviews

plus a few addresses and to-do lists, but I’m mainly using it for diary purposes as I have 19 hours of lectures, 

two societies plus being on the committee for both of them, singing and an attempted social life to keep on track with! 

Shadow Wolf (2012-09-05 17:48:46)

I’m trying to get myself settled into using a Filofax with my next module with the Open University, which is

starting in a couple of weeks. I’ve been playing with making my own templates, but I’m not very good at it! I love

the weekly time management diary offered here (amazing!), but the OU week starts on a Saturday, and try as I

might, I can’t get Word and Excel to play nice to create this with the source files :( Is there a tutorial for Excel

449


until I get to work, but from then on it is open on my desk all day. I look over the day and the upcoming week

right when I get to work, and then keep the planner open to the daily page for the rest of the day, only switching

to a different day or my monthly view if I need to schedule something. 

My biggest downfall has been nights and weekends- which I’m slowly improving at. I’ve tended to just get home

from work at the end of a long day, and the Filo just sits in my bag. I’ve been training myself to take the Filo out

as soon as I get home so that I can add any last minute details (my meal tracking, gratitude list, etc) that night so
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I don’t have to try and recall it the next day. Weekends have been the real mess- I used to barely look at it while

running errands all weekend. But, I’m getting better, and my Malden has now become a staple on my coffee table

at the end of every day. My life is more insane than it has ever been right now, so I’m definitely making this

system work for me! 

Hopefully you find something that works for your life :)

bluepuddy (2012-08-07 12:26:21)

Extremely interesting posts as I am also a teacher/translator (mainly in Swedish parliament and government) but

I work in the field so to speak. I am in up to seven workplaces a day and go on foot (up to 12km a day). I have

not been able to function without an A5 filo as my constant companion for years and years. Sweden has a special

teacher’s filofax with good inserts and refill packs. I have used Amazona, Kendal, Finsbury, Domino, Metropol, 

Siena, Malden. 

I carry attendance registers, invoice information, addresses, door codes, lesson ideas, articles, records of what I

have done/am doing/homework/business cards/bookings/schedules. Each booking I make has to be recorded in

up to 8 different places (with client, with me, with my office, room booking system, client’s staff) and I have to

note down changes on the run and while I am away from my computer. I find the phone too fiddly. I like the A5

size because I can just print out A4 pages and fold them. Because of the high security work I sometimes do I use

codes for everything and am terrified of losing my filofax I have only lost it once, (ironically) in the back of a

secret service car. But without it for a few hours I was absolutely lost. I literally would not know where I was

supposed to be in the next hour, or the next day. 

I look in the morning what my day looks like (each one is different) and then I start my appointments. Each

student has their own tab holding contact and invoice info, what they have done, to dos, any interesting articles

I have found for them. I also have stickers for payday, cleaning schedule, travel card renewal, birthdays - I use

Moleskine stickers. I also have a shopping list for each day. And in the notebook at the back I write detailed notes

during the lesson which I give to the student. On my commute to and from lessons I write down notes, thoughts. 

When I get home I check the next day, make notes and enter all my bookings into my workplaces’ client system. 

Alas my back and shoulder has given out after 32 years of carrying books so I am using a Mulberry agenda sized

planner now. But it hasn’t worked because I end up carrying all the papers anywhere and then they get all out of

order in my bag. And the space is too small if I have a lot of changes and cancellations (I have to record the

changes as well so I cannot simply rub them out). 

I wish I had a bionic arm! 

Jarfm.com (2012-08-07 12:34:37)

Wow that is very busy indeed! It sounds quite fun as well though especially as no two days are the same! 

I originally used the teachers planner the school provided me with but it only has school stuff in it and the one I

got was A4 although they do come in A5. I just didn’t like the way it was laid out - it had no relation to the rest

of my day. 

Are the Swedish Teacher’s Filofax actual Filofax or just one that works like one? I would be very interested to see! 

janet (2012-08-07 13:42:27)

Yes it is a special A5 filofax for teachers. You can put the inserts in any A5 but they have a early pack and lovely

individual refills for teachers. 

Here is the link (in Swedish unfortunately but maybe Google will translate it reasonably). 

http://www.filofax.se/store/organiserdetails.asp?sizeId=5 &rangeId=121 &dsizeId=5

janet (2012-08-07 13:46:34)

just ran it through google and it translated nicely

http://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto &tl=en &js=n &prev= t &hl=en &ie=UTF-8 &layout=2 &eotf=1

&u=http %3A %2F %2Fwww.filofax.se %2Fstore %2Forganiserdetails.asp %3FsizeId %3D5 %26rangeId %3D121

%26dsizeId %3D5 &act=url
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Helen Conway (2012-08-07 15:12:20)

I use a personal Aston as my planner. I have self printed day on two pages and the night before I jot down

intentions and tasks for the next day. i do this in my dressing room and as the first ’period’ of my day is 6.45 to

8.45 when I then leave for work , if there is something I thinkI need to remember to do in that period I leave it out

and open on the chaise longue so that when I dry my hair I literally sit on it so even half asleep its hard to miss. 

But if my intention for that period is just some ’me’ time reading or journalling I put the filofax in the leather tote

bag I use for work. 

I then take the filofax to work and it usually stays in the bag until I need to work out a date for timetabling

a case when I pull it out and use the week on page with notes to count what date six week from now is. 

Once out it stays on thedesk. Or, it will first come out when I have a spare minute or at lunch and might

get some of the short tasks done. Then it goes back in the bag and comes home. I usually then get it out

after dinner and work through the remainder of the tasks. I tick off the tasks and appointments I did and

make notes if I eneded up doing something different so I have both a planner and a record on one page. I

only carry a month to six weeks worth of the day on two pages diiary so I use the week view for longer term

appointments and tasks. The notes section I use for weekly goals and I check that on a weekend and transfer

appointments and allocate tasks to a given day. I also have the monthly view diary which is for a long view

of what weekends are available and when I am travelling, but I only check that now and agan. Usually when

I am reading or web browsing I have one of my A5s next to me for notes taking. So often I am found on the

sofa half watching TV with a list of tasks to do in the open personal which I am doing on the ipad and noting in an A5. 

Anthony Hill (2012-08-07 15:46:05)

It seems to me that it should be somebody’s responsibility at Filofax UK to read Philofaxy thereby gauging

precisely what the consumer (that’s us) really wants and not what they think we should have, in other words

discontinuing items. Just by way of an example I wanted a transparent flyleaf for the start of my binder, no longer

available, of course! I could have bought a transparent flyleaf with tab not quite the same. Eventually I found an

old A4 size sheet of acetate and cut it to size. I wholeheartedly agree with the post earlier that states that they, 

that’s Filofax do not read our comments. My rant is now over. 

Laurie (2012-08-07 16:30:15)

Nearly choked when I saw it translated and the price said 495 pounds! But then realized the translator doesn’t

covert the value so ran the conversion through XE and found it’s a very reasonable 47 pounds, binder and all! 

Further proof that Filofax UK COULD do different and innovative insert packs, if they wanted to. 

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-08-07 16:53:16)

I print them off. I was using them in an A5 type planner (Franklin Covey classic) but now I’m using the compact

(compared to Filofax personal). This article shows the pages and how I use them and there’s a download for the

classic size. 

http://homemakersdaily.com/day-planners- %e2 %80 %93-make-your-own/

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-08-07 16:56:36)

I’ve been a faithful Franklin Covey user for 20+ years. They don’t listen either. Some of the decisions they’ve

made in the last few years have been HORRIBLE! They sell hardly any binders and they’ve seriously reduced

the number of planner page designs, eliminating the ones I liked best, of course. And some of the new binders

had pen loops that were so low that my pen stuck out the bottom and caught on things. I mentioned it several

times! They did finally move them up but it has taken years of the bad design. And the Franklin Covey binders

are boring! There’s not much selection at all. I just ordered my first Filofax binder today - personal size. I’m excited! 

WeirdRockStar (2012-08-07 17:23:29)

Anthony, have you tried laminating? It creates stiff pages that can easily be cut to a certain size. Again, not

original FF, but a clear flyleaf regardless. Also tabs are a breeze to laminate yourself. Plus you get precisely what

you ordered. 
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Anthony Hill (2012-08-07 18:30:10)

Hi WeirdRockStar

Many thanks for the tip, coincidently I’ve been looking at laminators this last week, definitely get round to

ordering. I’ll certainly give it a go. Thanks once again for your tip very helpful. 

Jarfm.com (2012-08-07 20:32:00)

Looks like Filofax UK really need to pull their finger out and get a look at it’s users and potential users! I like the

idea of those Swedish Teacher planner pages. 

But alas, I don’t think they’ve heard of market research or listening to their existing customers or anyone’s

ideas/suggestions/requirements which is a real shame. 

Jarfm.com (2012-08-07 20:38:37)

:) I like them! You star and highlight where as I would highlight and tick! hehe! 

Your system incorporates some of the FlyLady ideas that I would like to implement myself, but most of them will

need to wait until I am living in my own place. 

These pages and other items I have read today on here have given me further food for thought and some future

inspiration - if there is such a thing! 

Jarfm.com (2012-08-07 20:43:44)

I think one of us needs to infiltrate FFUK HQ and fill them in... I wonder how many people there actually USE a

Filofax, or indeed any form of paper planner...??? 

...Maybe I can work there for a bit... lol! 

robynlouise (2012-08-07 23:50:27)

I write everything that I need to do in my planner, either on to-do lists or in the week on two pages diary. 

I check it every night when I go to bed and I write down things that pop into my head as I’m laying there watching

TV or reading before I go to sleep. It lives on the floor next to my bed while I’m sleeping in case I remember

something important in the middle of the night. 

When I get up in the morning I have to step over it, so I pick it up and take it to the dining room where I

sometimes check it when I’m eating breakfast (depends whether or not I feel like I have a lot going on), or

otherwise it stays on my bedroom floor until I’m ready to leave for work and I take it with me. 

At the office it sits on my desk (closed, I don’t have a big desk) all day at work where I can use it if I need to, but

I don’t generally need to refer to it for work purposes. Then it goes home with me again and sits open on the

kitchen bench while I’m making dinner and sometimes I make more notes then, and finally it goes back to bed

with me at the end of the day. 

I have a terrible memory so the most important part for me is to always have it handy so I can scribble down

random thoughts as they come to me. Writing on loose pieces of paper and putting them in my handbag or pocket

or wherever was a nightmare for me as I would never find them until it was too late. When they’re in my planner, 

they’re there forever (or at least until the end of the year), and I can’t lose them. 

Hannah C. (2012-08-08 00:56:10)

For what it’s worth, I just received a personal Holborn from FFUSA and it came with the transparent flyleaf! I

love those things, I hope they bring them back if they’ve truly discontinued them. :(

Paul B (2012-08-08 03:45:14)

I have about 20 sheets of A4 Acetate mainly usedfor putting covers on bound documents. I use the guillotine to

chop them into personal transparent flyleafs. I made one yesterday, as it happens. I bend them a lot as my Filofax

takes a lot of punishment, so I get through about one a month. But an A4 sheet gives me three, and I’m not

paying the prohibitive costs of FIlofax ones. 

Paul B (2012-08-08 03:59:24)

I like that idea. Can’t believe I wrote everything out all over again, every day. I somehow thought it was
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encouraging me to be meticulous. In fact, it was a time-sapping pain in the rear end. I spent a whole day

organising my Personal, when I downsized, then tweaked it a bit over the nest week, and by the end of the week, 

felt so much more organised. Its just a case of going through an iontensely busy period at work, and not getting

chance to look at it as often as I should. Yesterday, though, was a great example of where paper planners win. I

was on the Dubai Metro, which has internal phone reception. I had to do a conference call, referring to some deals, 

needing bid price, client, expected signing date, notes, etc. It would have taken over 5 minutes to get my laptop

out, log in, wait for the software to load, adn find the spreadsheet, to do the call. Instead, I was in control with

the printed spreadsheet on my knee, in less than 30 seconds, with all the info at hand, as I print it at the start of

each week. Massive Filofax win! Likewise, I havea 4-page rough price sheet, so if I get a call from someone at an

inopportune moment, I can quickly pass them a price in seconds. 

David Popely (2012-08-08 04:11:07)

Anthony - I think I’ve got one you can have if you want it........ 

David Popely (2012-08-08 04:14:54)

They’ve hired a swanky (and presumably expensive) PR company to (not) do all this for them, so now when you

get an email or a tweet from Filofax, half the time at least it’s not coming from Filofax at all. I forget the name of

the company, but someone will know. Maybe starting to mention the PR people by company name will get a

better response than talking to Filofax, who appear to now be relying on Swanky PR while they retreat behind

the barricades of customer indifference. 

I think they call this progress. 

Presumably the PR company will still want paying when Filofax have zero customers left. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-08 04:19:50)

The company they use is SlamPR, we have a contact there and we do exchange emails from time to time. I’m

hoping to visit their offices in November to discuss a few things including taking note of what our readers are

saying..... 

David Popely (2012-08-08 04:22:39)

Hi Paul

Massive Filofax win indeed - we hardcore users get these wins every day, all the time, but somehow we are cowed

into not telling the gadget-obsessed world that there’s a better way - a way which won’t delete, corrupt, fail to

sync, duplicate or ’lose’our data, which is compatible across all platforms, which we can take anywhere, and which

is quicker to access than any gadget-based system (iPad included) which I personally know of. Progress doesn’t

always result in improvement, but the novelty factor should be offset by a large red rubber stamp with the words

’If it ain’t broke, don’t try and fix it’ stamped on the front of every gadget carton. 

As regards the ’movable’ to-do list, yes, it is a massive time-saver (and I do it myself), but on occasion I find that

a complete re-write of the whole list, maybe on the weekly review, can re-concentrate the mind on what needs to

be done as a priority. Sometimes i find tasks ’hiding in plain view’on that list, and the review helps me to flush

them out! 

The Dubai metro, eh? Sounds like an interesting job....what do you do? Unless, of course, you’ve signed the

Official Secrets Act! ;)

David Popely (2012-08-08 04:30:16)

You know, I *thought* it was and was going to look online to try to prove it - job done! You are a true polymath, 

Steve! 

Got my A5 Kendal in London yesterday - £30 reduced from £90 - result! Matches my new bag perfectly! shall

be up-sizing from today and probably through the weekend, as I have work to do which can’t be put on hold

while I ’play Filofaxes’. I’ll probably sell my black Finsbury (it’s pretty much in mint condition) if anyone is

interested....possibly with a set of ’professional’ dividers thrown in if anyone wants to jump on it. davidpopely(at)

googlemail (dot) com - as ever

Given that you’re taking the diplomatic approach to Slam PR I’ll hesitate to express my full opinion at least until

after your meeting :)
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Shall I do a post re setting up the Kendal? If enough people want it I will....otherwise I’ll put it on my own blog

and people can cross-refer..... 

BIG thanks to Alison Reeves or tipping me off about the Kendal offer while I was actually in the Big Smoke and

able to get to Neal St (note - not Conduit St). They’ve got a few more if anyone is interested, but they appear to

have now been withdrawn, so you won’t be seeing them around any more. Another victim of the relentless drive

towards fashion accessories for style victims, alas....I wonder if Slam were behind that....maybe I should come to

your meeting (not) ;)

Anthony Hill (2012-08-08 05:07:39)

Hi David

Yes please, if it’s personal size I’d be most grateful, although if it’s larger it can be cut down. What’s the next

step please. 

Anthony Hill (2012-08-08 05:13:01)

Hi Hannah

The transparent flyleaf Ref 133615 is no longer available on the Filofax UK site. I tried to order but to no avail. 

David Popely (2012-08-08 05:13:16)

Sorry Anthony it’s A5 - so the ring sizes will be wrong. 

I’ll have a look round and see if I’ve got a personal size one....drop me an email davidpopely (at) googlemail (dot)

come so that I can email you offlist.... 

kanalt (2012-08-08 06:46:01)

Wow, what a great topic! I feel like I would take up tons of space here if I wrote down everything about how I

actually use my planner. However, I am planning on doing an updated post about what’s in my planner, so I

think I will expand on that to cover this topic too. Watch my blog for details coming up in the next few weeks! 

ONutter (2012-08-08 09:28:51)

Well... 

I like to keep things as simple as possible. Because I find that is key to actually using my filofax. 

I use a week-on-two-pages calendar insert, with a clear page protector in the middle that I post post-its to with

running deadlines etc. that span over several weeks or months. I refer to my calendar perhaps once a week or so. 

It is enough, since I tend to remember what I am supposed to do. 

I do journal daily. Or well...some call it journalling. I call it chatter/to do therapy. I tend to have a lot of different

things going on in my head at any given time. Bits and pieces of stories I’m working on. Characters waiting to be

formed. To do lists. My master essay. Just plain self reflection. Interesting things that I’ve learnt...just random

things that I find helpful to write out before I go to sleep. I find journalling a wonderful way to empty my head. 

When I can’t find more things to write, I just close my filofax and go to bed. Generally, I write out a to-do

list for the next day first (so that I have direction when I wake in the morning) and then it is just a ”stream of

consciousness” thingy I do. 

Other than that... 

I just make sure I throw out the outdated calendar inserts, and store my journal pages whenever I feel my filofax

is growing fat. That way, I don’t carry around more weight than I need to. :)

Generally, my filofax does lay on my desk. Open to my journal/to do pages. 

Anita (2012-08-08 09:42:48)

My Malden sits next to my computer & I´ve recently gotten into the habit of checking things the night before to

help plan what I need to do the next day. I visit my to-do pages pretty much every day & use calendars only to

plan what I need to do. 

I´m out of the UK currently & am using my filo as a combined wallet & travel thingie too. Money, passport, 

insurance docs at the front & maps at the back in the notepad pocket. Working very well :)
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Paul B (2012-08-08 11:50:29)

David, a friend of mine used to have a great signature block. It said ”Newer, faster, better, are not necessarily

synonyms”. Exactly your point. I agree that writing the list out again can help clear items, but probably not best

done every day! Now working for a very large multinational. Signed the OSA way back, and although it applies

for life, it doesnt affect me these days. Glad the bag is working out. I completely forgot to photograph mine, 

but will do when I get back to Dubai on Saturday evening. Loving being back in a Personal again, though. 1985

Lefax Chelsea with overflap and magnetic closures. Just a thought - magnetic poppers are so much more practical

than the old press stud of the original Winchesters. A lot of them break, as one of the metal lines inside the hole

fails, and the popper doesnt close. No such issues with magnets. Brilliantly, simple, permanent, and aesthetically

pleasing: http://www.flickr.com/photos/burjmax/7704299300/

Paul B (2012-08-08 11:54:51)

Brilliant result on the Kendal. I love the feel of them but am determined to stay in vintage from now on. Partly in

protest.Im sure I speak for others when I say I’d love to see a post of your actual setting up of it, as opposed to the

set-up after the fact. Especially interested in your thought process, in case you decide to make any changes from existing set-up, and why. This must be one of the most helpful and friendly communities on the web. Long may it reign. 

Paul B (2012-08-08 11:56:43)

Emma, although I’m not in the market for a snoopy OR a hello kitty diary, I like the fct that they include all

those other variants, that most of us probably use from Ray & Steve’s Files section. Great idea to include them. 

(Hint to Filofax: make mental note). 

Butanben (2012-08-08 11:57:40)

Anthony, as a teacher, I used laminators every day. If you get a new one, you MUST make sure that it is on a

surface that can take heat.... I use a dining place mat below, that it heats up to well in temperature.... ie pilot

light up to temp indicator has been on for a few minutes longer than just lit otherwise laminate does not flatten

nicely, and MOST IMPORTANT, that the laminate is fed in the right way round, otherwise the machine jams and

malfunctions..... I have ruined two laminators by making that error!!!!! We learn the hard way in life!!!!! I use

OHP acetates now, from WH Smith or Staples, for my Filofax front protectors and hole punch them. 

David Popely (2012-08-08 12:21:13)

I’ve spent the last hour of the day setting up the Kendal, so a step-by-step post might not be possible. I’ve had

some interesting outcomes though - firstly when I discovered that I don’t actually *like8 the look of the ’time

management’ dividers inside the Kendal - the colours just don’t match. So I’ve got out my Dymo Letratag labeller

(best £25 I’ve ever spent) and labelled the blank dividers which came with it myself. Six sections - Diary, Next

Actions, Projects, Agendas, Someday/Maybe and info. I did think about reverting to ’Key Areas’, TMI-style, 

instead of GTD designations, but GTD continues to work well for me so in the end I decided not to. 

The GTD notes sections is redundant because the binder holds a notepad inside the back cover, and they gave me

a notepad with the binder. After the six sections I’ve inserted plastic card holders (got a lot of those)which act as

a natural barrier between them and the A-Z index - I’m going to have a crack at getting my contacts back into the

binder. If space runs out (and it shouldn’t with these 30mm rings) I can take out the A-Z dividers and just have

the address sheets running in order. 

Six card holder pockets in the front cover - brilliant, plus space behind for my business cards and odds and sods. 

So far it looks great. 

Calendar selection was a momentary issue...they gave me a Wo2P with the binder, but I’ve decided to use my

Do2P ’time management’ diary pages, just because I like them, backed up with year planners for 2012 and 2013

(and I’ll soon have to start thinking about 2014. At the moment I’ve only got the ’time management’ versions, 

which seem to me to intuitively open the ’wring way’, but I’m going to give them a try before I buy any of the

’regular’ ones. For next year I’ll buy the ’time management’ daily and weekly refills and use a combination of the

two to give me perspective. do like working with units of a week at a time, it helps me to see how busy I am in the

’hard landscaping’ of my diary, but I think I’ll struggle through to the end of the year on these daily plans - in any

case the time management weekly plans for 2012 are now sold out, I’ve checked. 

My time as a hardcore Personal user has been great, but I am already starting to appreciate the extra space
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afforded by the A5 once again. Since it looks likely I’ll be driving to/from London from now on, weight shouldn’t

be such a big issue. 

I think that’s it for now.....any questions, fire away! 

David Popely (2012-08-08 12:23:51)

That’s a great signature block. A colleague of mine when i was *very* new in work used to constantly ask, ”Do

you want that done right, or do you want it done right away?” I never forgot that. 

Love the Lefax, and I totally understand your desire to stay vintage. I hope and suspect that the Kendal will age

nicely, but the workmanship on the new binders just isn’t the same - as with so many things. 

Do you remember the Lefax shop in Covent Garden back in the 80s? I do.....a brilliant place, I wish they had

stayed around.... 

Paul B (2012-08-08 13:27:55)

Doris, so youre one of the people with three different areas of diary. I’d love to hear how you use them in

conjunction, on a daily basis. I’d worry that it would overcomplicate my life, but it obviously works for you. I do

think a week at a glance might be good for me. My work seems completely reactive (it shouldn’t be, its just the

way things are at the moment)so a month is way too far off. A week at a glance might be a useful insert for me. 

Paul B (2012-08-08 13:29:32)

Sounds a very efficient and well designed routine you’ve developed. I like the non-duplication too. 

Paul B (2012-08-08 13:31:36)

I know exactly what you mean about your outlook printouts. When I was in the A5, my use of Outlook and

Filofax was seamless. I printed each day off, and each Month too, and it worked beautifully. We don’t use Outlook

where I work, alas, and that has beena big factor in my issues. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-08 18:20:48)

Hi Paul

Sorry for my late entry on this one, the last couple of days has for a semi-retired person been a bit hectic! 

OK I keep my A5 Filofax organiser open by my side. I have three diaries in it. The main one is by those two fine

fellows Ray and Steve... I use their Enhanced TM Week View:

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-9QdIC3uW4hs/TzfZOlp221I/AAAAAAAAKQQ/YqOwx-hfCL8/s1600/enhancedweekview.jpg

I use this for all of my planning, task management on a daily basis and more flexible To-Do’s using the

communications section for blog posts and other related tasks. 

This format works very well for me, previously I have used the Filofax Day per page TM insert and the Week per

View TM insert. The day per page didn’t work for me very well, too much copying from one page to the next, 

week view works best for me in terms of task management. And the design of the ’Steve and Ray’ Enhanced TM

Week View suits me perfectly in terms of the space for appointments and the space for tasks etc. I will certainly

be using this format in 2013. 

I also use a Month on one page diary again another ’Steve and Ray’ creation, this is used solely for planning future

blog posts on Philofaxy, we are currently working two to three weeks in advance of the current date so it takes

some careful planning to maintain the order of things. This format gives me enough space to write in the brief

details of each post. I modified the format from the standard format to put in the standard posts on Tuesdays, 

Fridays and Saturdays in to the merged insert, so this particular version is unique in that sense. I refer to this

insert at least once a day sometimes alot more often. 

My third insert is just a standard week on two pages which is only in English so it has equal spaces per day

and maximum room to write my journal in each day. I occasionally miss a day, but I am trying to improve my

journalling and following the classes over on Ray’s blog :)

I still have ToDo lists, but these are used for more long term things having a diary insert with them built in

doesn’t hide them so much so I tend to get through my tasks far easier and things tend not to get over looked as

they used to. 

I carry a Malden compact, this currently has a week per page diary in it just for appointments and my

255



address/password sheets in the back and a few notes pages in the middle. I’m in the process of revising the content

of this organiser to make it a little more logical and to also reduce the amount of unused paper in there. I might

employ a week per page format but only going say 10 weeks in advance and use a month on one page to give long

term sight of appointments this should reduce the page count considerably. 

I use other Filofax organisers for some non-planning functions, these are dedicated to different jobs/tasks and they

aren’t so critical in their set up. 

Like a lot of others I get a lot of enjoyment from finding the perfect (for me) set up and tweaking the set up to

continually improve it and find better ways of working. 

Thanks for a great set of questions. 

Regards

Steve

Songbird68 (2012-08-08 18:55:19)

Hi Philofaxers -

I’m relatively new to Filofax, & have a dilemma. After purchasing my first Filofax, a personal size Malden - which

I loved at first - I’m realizing now that I don’t think the size is working for me. I considered going up to A5, but

the issue is, I’m in the U.S., and I suspect that our standard ”desk size” planner (i.e. DayTimer), may be best, as

it perfectly fits our standard business-sized paper, folded in half. With A5, you kind of have to do some creative

trimming or it doesn’t quite fit, correct? 

My dilemma is because I really love the Filofax binder quality - esp this lovely Malden. It’s so supple. I also

like the relatively free-form Filofax inserts, which do not impose a ”planner system” on you, the way other U.S. 

companies’ inserts do (Franklin Planner, DayTimer, etc.) But it really comes down to what size is going to work

for me, especially after I return to work, in the standard office environment, with standard size U.S. 8.5”x11” paper

which can be conveniently folded in half to fit U.S. planners. 

Thoughts? Advice? Thank you.... 

A Newbie

Paul B (2012-08-09 15:38:19)

Do let us know when its online. Looking forward to it! 

Paul B (2012-08-09 15:43:26)

Hi Songbird. Just a thought - if you could get by using the inserts from the FILES area here, could you print your

own on A5, and cut just one side? I know its much easier for UK and Europe users (in fact, thinking about it, 

almost everywhere else except USA). Being able to fold A4 in half to A5 was one of the biggest benefits I found when

using my A5, so maybe it will come down to convenience of the Daytimer Desk-Size, versus the beauty of the Malden! 

Songbird68 (2012-08-09 18:09:32)

Thank you, Paul B, that’s a good suggestion. I also just received a tip from a regular Philofaxer here (via

YouTube) that I could just re-punch the U.S. inserts to fit the A5, after covering the holes first with washi tape. I

kind of like that idea. 

I just received my mini Chameleon in Raspberry to use as a wallet, by the way, and I am in LOOOOOVE. 

So this got me thinking about using an A5 as my regular planner, since it has more writing space, and I

don’t have to worry about portability issues. But then I’d have to consider selling my personal Malden, as

it would be a shame to let it just sit unused on a shelf. I would want it to give someone joy. Ah, decisions, decisions... 

Guest Post - Helen - Rotary Cutting for Filofaxers (2012-08-08 00:00) - Steve Morton

Thank you to Helen for doing a Guest Post/Video of how she has been using her ’Ray and Steve’ diary

inserts and how she cuts them after printing them. Watch carefully. 

IFRAME: [1]http://www.youtube.com/embed/o1vbweFBv9M?rel=0
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Here are some stockists of the equipment shown in the video:

• UK [2]www.creativegrids.com

• USA. [3]http://olfacutterstore.com/

• Australia [4]www.quiltersstore.com.au

I have no affiliation with these stores and many other stockists are available. Google searches for rotary

cutter, quilting ruler and cutting mat will find them

Helen. 

Thank you Helen for a great video, I was certainly not aware that type of cutter existed. 

1. http://www.youtube.com/embed/o1vbweFBv9M?rel=0

2. http://www.creativegrids.com/

3. http://olfacutterstore.com/

4. http://www.quiltersstore.com.au/

janet (2012-08-08 03:36:56)

I use Fiskars paper cutters which are small and easy. Fit into an A4 binder. 

http://www2.fiskars.com/Products/Crafting/Craft-Paper-Trimmers

Paul B (2012-08-08 04:02:54)

How embarrassing. I’d heard of a rotary cutter, but had never seen one, so assumed they were designed to......cut

circular things. Oh dear. Great post, I can’t believe that it slices through so much paper in one go. Even some

guillotines would struggle with that amount. Like you, Helen, I have wasted a lot of paper and time trying to print

Filofax inserts dual-sided, I just can’t get it right. Maybe one day..... 

janet (2012-08-08 04:25:46)

It’s a natural problem having issues with double sided printing. I design and create booklets as part of my job. In

theory easy peasy to print double sided and fold to form an A5 booklet. But each printer is different (some flip

pages when double sided printing, some don’t, some default to American paper sizes) and each workplace has

different operating systems and default paper settings for handling documents and nowadays with central printers

it is getting harder and harder to customise. 

I consider it a success if 80 % of people can print my booklets successfully :)

Alison Reeves (2012-08-08 04:29:10)

Brilliant thanks Helen. I recently took up quilting as a hobby so have a rotary cutter etc but never thought about

using it for paper! I’ve been put off using a personal sized binder because of paper issues, so this open up a whole

new area for decisions to be made!!! 

I am very much looking forward to future blog posts about how you use your binders. 

Helen Conway (2012-08-08 04:52:22)

Just be warned that you might want a separate cutter for paper anf fabric because paper dulls the blade faster. 

Or just be prepared to change theblade a little more often if you use it for both. You can tell when you need

a new blade when you didnt get a clean cut on the fabric. But that blade will happily do paper for a while after that. 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-08 06:01:50)

Thanks Helen! 

Butanben (2012-08-08 11:23:13)

Helen, it’s the same with scissors..... always have paper scissors and fabric scissors as separate pairs. I saw some

rotary cutters in the craft section of TK Maxx a couple of weeks ago. There were 6 different blades, so scalloped
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edges etc were possible. Maybe just a 1 off in my local store though, but it was interesting to see and fascinating

to see used for a Filofax here. xx

JohnofJenkins (2012-08-08 19:39:13)

Some of the ladies I know use those cutters for craft work, but I have to say that I never considered they could be

used for other things. Looks like it could make life a hole lot easier. We also have a large craft franchise in South

Australia called ”Spotlight” and I know the cutters can be bought there. 

JohnofJenkins (2012-08-08 19:41:44)

Life would be a whole lot easier if this thing didn’t keep skipping letters :o)

Philofaxy Mini Meet Up - London - Sunday 23 September (2012-08-08 06:00)

- Steve Morton

We have a meet up already planned for Saturday 22nd September in London and all the places for that

are booked/taken within 20 minutes of me announcing the event! 

As I’m in London for the whole weekend, I don’t fly back until Monday morning. How about a mini-meet

up for just lunch on the Sunday 23rd September? 

I don’t want this to be a too organised meet up, may be a more relaxed few hours just eating and chatting. 

Leave a comment or email me steve [at] philofaxy [dot] com if you are interested and we will see what we

can get arranged. 

Papillion210569 (2012-08-08 06:46:11)

i would have loved to have come, but im at the ally palace on that day, hope you have an amazing time xx

maudie.made (2012-08-08 07:28:48)

I’d love to come - whereabouts would it be? I could bring some maudie.made inserts if people are keen?! 

Tommes (2012-08-08 13:00:38)

Very good idea! I will be in London till Sunday night, so just say where and when! :-)

Best regards, Thomas

Steve Morton (2012-08-08 13:59:46)

Would love to meet you for the first time. 

Most probably Tate Modern, I’m staying just across the road from there, so is Tommes not far from there I know. 

Steve

Hannah J (2012-08-08 17:56:28)

I would love to but at the moment Sundays are a little complicated with church and pre-arranged contact time for

Our Sidekick - we’ll have to see what happens between now and then I might be able to come :)

Keji (2012-08-09 03:30:51)

I would have loved to but unfortunetly I have a prior engagement I can’t change. I’m finally learning how to swim

(I know right) and I would be in week 5 of my lessons. Super bummbed that I will be missing another Philofaxy

meet up. 

Babs (2012-08-09 05:17:30)

Ah Steve! You always pick dates I can’t mange *sulk* ;-) Next time maybe!! 

Hope you have a wonderful weekend in London and that the sun shines. 
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Ray Blake (2012-08-10 04:21:49)

I think I can make this one. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 13:30:29)

Sorry! 

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 13:32:34)

That would be excellent if you can make it Ray... we will have to have a photo taken of the ’Calendar Boys’ !!!! 

Adam has been in touch and he is interested in attending and has also suggested a couple of alternative eating

places instead of Tate Modern, both are closer to public transport links as well. 

Who and what is Chimwemwe? (2012-08-09 00:00) - Steve Morton

Amanda has been a Philofaxy reader for a few years, it was her ’[1]Reader Under the Spotlight’ post that

highlighted to us, the work she does for Chimwemwe. 

If you have ever looked at our [2]Ad-spot page you will see reference to Chimwemwe, but what is it... 

please read through this article by Amanda and discover more about Chimwemwe and why we insist that

you make a donation in exchange for advertising your items on Philofaxy. 

[3]

Philofaxy is a great supporter of Chimwemwe, but many of you might not know who or what we are. 

Chimwemwe is short for Chimwemwe Children’s Centre, which is a Community Based Organisation

(CBO), registered in Malawi. Our goal is to help homeless and poverty-afflicted children to get off the

streets and back into a safe, supportive community and to be able to go to school and enjoy a childhood. 

Malawi is one of the poorest countries in the world (over 60 % of the population live below the poverty

line of $1 per day) and it has one of the lowest rates of adult literacy, with less than 15 % of adults having

completed secondary education. 

The country is also affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic, with an estimated 25 % of the urban population

affected. Chimwemwe works with the street children of Blantyre, the second largest city in Malawi. The

children arrive onto the streets for a variety of reasons, but most of them have lost one or both of their
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parents to HIV/AIDS. There is an extended family system in Malawi where many orphaned children

move into the care of their relatives. Whilst this can work out, it can also put an enormous burden onto

the family, who may have been struggling to manage even before the arrival of more children. Many of

them cannot manage the extra costs of sending the children to school, and some cannot manage the extra

costs of feeding them. Instead of sending the children to school, they are sent onto the streets to beg. In

some instances, the girls have been sent onto the streets as prostitutes. 

[4]

So what do we do? 

We have four main projects:

" To ensure children have a safe and secure place to live

" To assist children back into education

" To help the children to enjoy a childhood

" To support the communities to try and stem the flow of children onto the streets

A safe and secure place to live:

The best place for a child is in a safe, loving, supportive environment and we work with the families and

local communities to house the child with them wherever possible. For those children for which this is not

possible (abuse in the family; no family remaining etc.) we have a children’s centre with accommodation

for them. We also ensure that each child has at least one good meal a day. 

Education:

Schooling in Malawi can be haphazard. Primary schooling is compulsory but not enforced, and secondary

schooling is neither compulsory nor free. To go to school, children need to have a uniform, even for

primary schools. If their family can’t afford to buy uniforms the children don’t go to school. Orphans

don’t have a hope of being able to buy a uniform. Chimwemwe works with families and communities to

help support the children to return to school. Often, just providing the uniforms is enough to allow an

extended family to cope with extra children. 
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[5]

Since gaining CBO status in 2009, we have bought uniforms for around two hundred children, we are

paying the secondary school fees for the older children, we are providing educational materials to the

schools and to the children to support their learning – exercise books, textbooks, stationery etc – and we

are also working with the communities to stem the flow of children onto the streets in the first place. One

of the children from the project is now studying to be a doctor – something that simply wouldn’t have

been possible without this help. 

Having a Childhood:

For many street children, the idea of a childhood where you can play is just an idea, not reality. At

Chimwemwe we have organised football and netball teams for the children and bought sporting equipment

so that the children can enjoy life a bit more. There are now mini-leagues run in the community and the

results are included in the local radio sports round-up, much to the delight of the children, who crowd

around the radios to hear it! 

[6]

Supporting the Communities:

We have provided money to families and communities to help them to start income-generating activities

(including buying a father a sewing machine so that he could start his own tailoring business) and we have
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set up community gardens for growing vegetables. We also work with the communities to raise awareness

of the rights of the child and to provide education about health (including HIV awareness). 

[7]

My involvement:

I got involved with all of this through a chance meeting in Johannesburg airport with the project manager

– Mac Nkhutabasa and I met the children in a visit to Malawi. It was one of those life-changing moments

you hear about but never believe will happen to you. I couldn’t get on a plane at the end of my visit and

do nothing. I promised Mac that I would do everything I could to help him and ultimately, Chimwemwe

Children’s Centre came into being. 

The project gained its name – Chimwemwe – and its logo – a sheep, In January 2009. Chimwemwe means

We are happy’ and the children chose this as the name for the project because they were happy that

people cared about them’. They chose the logo of a sheep because sheep are quiet and obedient like us’

(although I would have to say that the children I have met on my travels to Malawi are most certainly

not quiet!). 

The project applied for community based organisation status in Malawi (the first stage to becoming a

non-government organisation – NGO) early in the 2009 and was awarded it in August 2009, allowing it

to apply for grants and donations from charities such as Unicef, Oxfam and Save the Children amongst

others. We are currently in the process of applying for Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) status. 

Thanks to a project with work that took me to Malawi roughly every six months, I was able to see the

huge progress in the lives of the children involved. When I was last in Malawi I met many of the boys

again. Hearing their heartfelt thanks and seeing their pride in their uniforms made me weep. This is one

of the best things I have ever been involved with and I am so proud to be a part of it. 
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[8]

Many, many thanks to Philofaxy and its readers who have been supporting us. The money given makes a

real difference to these children and their communities. 

For the cost of a new A5 Malden (£100), Chimwemwe could feed all of the children in the programme for

a fortnight. For the cost of a new page-per-day personal diary (£13.50) two children could get a new set

of uniforms each. And for the same amount as a half-price personal Chameleon (£32.50) we would be

able to keep one young girl from being at risk of abuse on the streets, and into secure accommodation for

a month. 

If you want to read more about the projects or see how you could help the project, please have a browse

through our website: [9]www.chimwemwe.net

[10]Donations are of course always welcome. 

Amanda Fleet

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2011/09/reader-under-spotlight-amanda.html

2. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/adspot.html

3. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-pGjEEPqba9Y/UB_tJTLzk6I/AAAAAAAAMeE/2fXqE9rZm5M/s1600/sheep3.JPG

4. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-IlCz60dFOKM/UB_tEnk6obI/AAAAAAAAMdw/i6FIe3P2L4A/s1600/crop6.JPG

5. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Mz3p1NRyCYc/UB_tLsB2jdI/AAAAAAAAMeQ/cIwQCNLl5M8/s1600/uniform3.jpg

6. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-zYgSb4pI194/UB_tGnQLRQI/AAAAAAAAMd4/4kFBkloELIQ/s1600/football1.jpg

7. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-cCHUasV1t8o/UB_tIt2d5fI/AAAAAAAAMeA/V4h04FpIf_U/s1600/sewing.JPG

8. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ClxqqLhMSqQ/UB_tCHcgGxI/AAAAAAAAMdo/rwgYFKtKhII/s1600/Malawi+Jun11+065.jpg

9. http://www.chimwemwe.net/

10. http://www.chimwemwe.net/help.html

Angel Jem (2012-08-09 03:15:59)

Thank you. 

Although making me cry before breakfast is mean. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-09 04:05:21)

I’m sorry if the post upset you. But when I read the original Reader Under The Spotlight contribution I was also

taken by surprise and found Amanda’s contribution quite moving. 

Chimwemwe might not be one of the big charities, but then again Philofaxy isn’t a big name outside of the world

of Filofax, so in a way we do go together quite nicely. 

Chimwemwe does so much with so little, and as the adverts say ’Every little helps’

Thank you
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SSA (2012-08-09 04:50:04)

puts the filofax spending into great perspective! Makes me glad I have only ever ’bought’ two filofaxes and

generally dont go crazy with inserts. I hope one day to have the money in order to volunteer for an extended

period of time. What a great post. 

Shabby Vintage Junk (2012-08-09 06:34:55)

It’s sobering to be reminded of the REAL struggles people endure in countries not as LUCKY as our own.... 

Makes my ’struggle’ to organise my little life quite irrelevant....!! 

THANK YOU for the reminder....I think I’ll pay a visit to chimwemwe.net....!!!!!! 

Cheers, 

Tamarah

carou (2012-08-09 07:37:38)

Thanks for this post. 

We might not be able to live without our Filos, but it’s considered quite the luxury given what these kids don’t have. 

Gerard (2012-08-09 08:31:56)

Thanks for posting Amanda - that’s very impressive work you’re involved in, and I’m sure must be truly

life-changing for the children. 

Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-08-09 14:05:49)

@everyone

Thank you for all your kinds words and support and especially to all those who have donated (both today and any

other time). 

@Steve

Thank you for your fabulous support and for posting this article for me. As a consequence of the kindness of

Philofaxy readers, we have been able to help kids and communities which we otherwise wouldn’t have. 

Butanben (2012-08-10 18:39:16)

@Amanda. The children at Cimwemwe just look so great... the first photograph really did lift my spirits with the

joy in their smiles!! The work you are doing is just wonderful and you give so much back to the world. WOW!! It

was an utter delight to read your guest post and your story..... thank you. xxxx

Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-08-12 07:24:31)

@Butanben

Thank you for such kind words! 

The two lads in the picture (Boniface on the left; Justin on the right) were two of the first kids I met. Boniface is

especially well named! After not being in school for a long time, Boniface was voted Class Captain this year (in a

class of over 120) - we were all delighted, as was he! 

I gave Boniface some sweets once and I expected he would eat them all immediately, but he very carefully put them

in his pocket and said he would share them with Justin when he saw him, as ”Justin doesn’t have as much as me”. 

This was at a time when they were both still homeless. I am so proud to see them both in school and doing well. 

Sorry - I’ve rambled. I could talk about the kids all day. 

Thank you for the kind words and support! 

Free For All Friday No. 195 (2012-08-10 00:00) - Anita Lim

I decided a little while ago that it was about time for me to watch 27 Dresses to add to my ’Filofax CV’. 

I’d already missed the beginning, but happily settled down with a cuppa and my cat. When the credits

came up I realised that I’d managed to completely miss her filo! When the film came on again more

recently I decided to watch it to catch up on the parts I hadn’t seen. Unfortunately due to some phone
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calls I didn’t get to see it all the way through (yet again) and to my amusement sat down on the sofa at

pretty much the same scene I’d originally seen it from... Never mind, maybe third time lucky? 

Please feel free to ask any questions or discuss anything Filofax related. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

JohnofJenkins (2012-08-10 00:42:55)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Helen Conway (2012-08-10 02:05:00)

I am working on the goal of paying more attention to the three existing blogs and one existinh website to which I

want to contribute more frequently and more regularly and with a more predictable content pattern.. I am also

working on launching a new magazine type site which will require regular posts. Clearly I need a diary or planning

system of some kind in a filofax. Do any of you do this and if so what exactly is your choice of insert and method? 

( Steve this question is for you as much as the general readership!!)

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 02:50:14)

Hi Helen

Yes for keeping track of posts on Philofaxy as we are currently working about 2-3 weeks ahead of ourselves I us a

Month Per Page diary insert on A5... one of our own, printed out and put in to my A5 Malden. It really helps me

spot gaps in our schedule and I can see the organisation of posts better in that format compared to a list of dates. 

Steve

Helen Conway (2012-08-10 02:55:57)

But what information do you put on that? is it just for this blog or do you try to combine planning with you

other two blogs as well? Do you use other pages for notes on your post ideas or is the montly insert enough? 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-10 03:19:41)

This topic interests me for similar reasons. I have two business websites which I need to get moving blog-wise. 

Alison (2012-08-10 03:42:35)

I’ve just set up a section in my A5 Filofax ”Social Media” this is where I will plan blog posts, Youtube videos and

anything for facebook and twitter, if I can ever remember my password, i’ve kinda avoided twitter and facebook

for a while because I’ll never get anything done lol. One section is enough right now as I only have one blog as yet

and don’t plan far in advance as yet, but I will watch this topic with interest. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 03:55:40)

Mainly the info on the calendar is just the blog post and who is going to do it. And for things like todays FFAF it

will be what the number of the post it is. 

Steve

Helen Conway (2012-08-10 04:07:24)

To both the Alisons who replied above: you are clearly doing the same kind of thing as me so lot to talk abot when

I meet up with each of you soon! I will bring my Internet Filofax ( new since the Rearder under the Spotlight

post!) to the NorthWest meet up and we can compare ideas! 

Helen Conway (2012-08-10 04:27:25)

I am not wanting to hog this post but I have another question!My A5 cherry classic was creasing so I sent it back

and Filofax sent me a Purple malden A5 in exchange but when it came it had a letter R on it in pen, a ring did

not meet and the leather on the back was sort of ’pouchy’ or ’puffy’ as if there was slightly too much leather for

the size of the perimeter, if that makes sense. I sent it back and they sent another purple Malden yesterday. That

is the same in that the leather is not taut but puffs up in places and sort of wrinkles/ ripples. Its difficut to

describe. My Ochre has very flexible leather but it is taut and flat across the cover. when I unwrapped the second
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Purple my husband immediately said, ”That looks awful!” so back it has gone. But I am wondering - is that a feature of the Purple Maldens? Are they just different from the Ochres? I am awaiting a response from Filofax returns. 

David Popely (2012-08-10 04:38:10)

Hi Alison....I’m also in the process of setting up a blog post planner, because I’m useless at it! I’m probably going

to use a basic A5 year planner....what are you using? 

Nellie (2012-08-10 04:52:18)

I use a moleskine to plan my blog, but the ideas could easily be implemented in a Filofax. I use a week on two page

diary to make notes on the posts I want to do for each day. I use the monthly spread to record which posts are

scheduled and as Steve pointed out above I can see where there are gaps or trends on the types of posts. I posted

about it here: http://www.fennellbooks.co.uk/journal/2012/6/4/blogging-inspiration- capturing-the-passion.html

I’d love to see how other people plan their blogs, I’m nosey that way! 

Alison (2012-08-10 05:13:03)

Hi David, I only really decided on it last night so it’s not up and running as such, i’m thinking maybe a week on

two pages to plan which posts when but only keep a month at a time in there so it doesn’t get too bulky. I try to

do at least one post a week, more if I get chance, an ideas page for future posts and write up my next post in

there or just make notes, picture no’s etc in what order so its easier to upload. 

Alison (2012-08-10 05:17:32)

Yeah think I may add a two pages per month in there too!! 

SSA (2012-08-10 05:47:31)

I woke up this morning and for a split second I thought it was already Saturday... What was I most disappointed

about when I realised it wasn’t?..... another whole day to wait for the webfinds! 

Alison (2012-08-10 07:18:00)

Lol, Saturday’s are great, just wish I had it all to myself, i’d never leave the computer for the whole day :)

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 07:21:56)

I’m glad I’m not the only one who doesn’t know what day of the week is it when they wake up!! 

Yes set aside a couple of hours tomorrow... ’Gromit’ has been busy finding posts and videos this morning and

assembling them in to a Web Finds for us to read! 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-08-10 07:37:48)

When I finish my MA in mid-Sept I am going to be doing a lot more on my blog, and for that I will be using a

month-on-2-pages insert in either one of my A5s or my everyday personal sized filo. I have been unable to do

many posts for the last few months because of my uni work, but when I finish I am going to make it my main

hobby and hopefully post a few times a week! 

Butanben (2012-08-10 07:47:41)

Hi there, 

I am having to be brave to post this, as it is a tentative thought at the moment.I am thinking of setting up my

own blog page, which will be Filofax related and I want to make it a monthly blog.Thing is..... I just don’t have

the first clue how to set one up and how the design bit works etc etc. Any snippets of help as to how to set up?? 

The writing bit doesn’t worry me, just the actual setting up computer wise. I love my PC, laptop etc, but not a

clue about this. Thanks folks!! 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-10 08:01:31)

This is a huge area Jane. I have built my new web pages on Wordpress, which although not hard is not for the

faint hearted if you have no experience. My suggestion would be for you to Google and read up on Blogger - which
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is really easy to set up and use and if you want to move over to something more sophisticated later on, then you

can do so. I think initially it’s a good idea to dip your toe in the water and see how you feel about it, and if you

find you have time to maintain it. 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-10 08:02:25)

PS - I believe that Philofaxy is on Blogger. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 08:05:02)

It certainly is. And it’s one of the easiest to set up from scratch. All you need is a Google account.. which I’m

sure you have got. Then go to:

http://www.blogger.com

and follow the instructions for selecting the name (and address) of your blog. 

If you get stuck just ask... I use both Blogger (on here) and Wordpress (most other sites)

Steve

MySummerTouch (2012-08-10 08:48:48)

I’m reading Philofaxy blog relatively not long ago - for about 2 mo. I wonder why people love Filofax binder that

much? I don’t ask about inserts, just the binder. Is there any other binders to compare with Filofax? 

I owned Covey binder but stopped using it because of it’s weight. Currently I’m using unknown binder that I love

a lot. It is small (9.5x16,5 cm) and light, has 4 pockets inside for credit cards on the left inside and a pocket for a

notebook on the right inside, covered in ”fur”. 

I found a lot of useful information about insert shere, and since I couldn’t find any inserts that I like, I make them

myself. 

janet (2012-08-10 09:26:47)

I am on Wordpress and it is very easy to set up. The themes and templates can come later once you have started

posting. All you will need to get going is to fill in your details when you register and then play around. You can

always switch around your layout as the content stays the same. All your content is saved in a file so you can

export it to another platform if you would like to later. 

My blog is at thisbugslife.com - I usually update daily. I only have one Filofax post there at the moment but just

after I posted it a Philofaxy reader found me. I will be starting with more Filo stuff from this weekend. 

janet (2012-08-10 09:27:46)

Just to add...sorry...good luck with your blog and look forward to reading it! 

aprilquilts (2012-08-10 09:41:02)

I bought A4 paper to try printing out the personal diary inserts. They worked better in terms of duplex printing, 

but are still more narrow than regular personal pages. Any ideas on what I’m doing wrong? 

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 09:44:22)

If you are printing from the PDF files make sure you turn off the scaling of the printing in the print dialogue box. 

Details are here:

http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/03/help-pdf-files-print- slightly-smaller.html

Steve

Anita (2012-08-10 09:51:37)

I can also thoroughly recommend Blogger as when I started I had very little idea or much confidence about setting

up a blog. I´d also be more than happy to help with any questions :)

aprilquilts (2012-08-10 09:54:57)

Thanks, Steve. I’ll try printing from PDF. I was using Word. 
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joffreyca (2012-08-10 10:25:47)

(27 Dresses Filofax)

If I remember correctly, I think the filo was a Topaz. 

Alison Reeves (2012-08-10 10:26:23)

I’ve just spent most of the day re-setting up my FF after having a real FF fail and not using it for a while (and

not getting much done!). I’ve gone for a much simpler setup in the hope it works better. I’ve got a real headache

now - I find it such hard work!!! I thought we were supposed to enjoy it!! 

Paul B (2012-08-10 10:36:58)

I set up a blog on wordpress, found all these wonderful plugins.....then found you can’t use them if Wordpress host

your site. Gutted. Put me off going any further :(

joffreyca (2012-08-10 11:16:16)

”I wonder why people love Filofax binder that much?” 

I can’t speak for the community but I can tell you why based on my personal experiences. 

People will repeatedly use & recommend tools they are happy to work with. I’ve tried several binders and I always

come back to my trusty filofaxes. I prefer the leather binders. One of my favourite binders in my collection is

a brown personal size Bromley. Its made of Italian leather & its already more than 4 years old. I love the soft, 

smooth leather. And I love that it still smells like new shoes. 

Another manufacturer I can highly recommend is Montblanc. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 11:28:09)

Sorry I should have clarified that point all my WordPress sites are self hosted on a server I rent located in Europe. 

So I can do more or less what I want on it. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 11:29:05)

Ah same things apply, you will need to check in Word what paper size it is expecting and the size the printer is set

to. Set everything to A4 and it should all be ok. 

Butanben (2012-08-10 12:15:36)

Awwwww.... thanks guys!!! Well, I’ve taken the leap and written my first blog page.I’ve entitled my blog Each

Shining Hour and it is available at http://butanben.blogspot.com. Although I am a bit miffed, as I cannot find it

on the internet yet.I posted it onto Facebook, and Babs reliably informed me there that it may take a while to go

internet live. A bit nervous as it is my first go at blogging...... but hey..... the computer disdn’t self destruct...... or

the world grind to a halt. If you are on Facebook, please click and read my first post!!! My blogs are going to be

monthly to start with. So the next will follow at the end of August, ready for September’s Diary. Thank you for

all your help and encouragement. You are just all great people here. xx

Butanben (2012-08-10 12:26:12)

I set up my 2013 diary a week ago and I too got a headache.Stupido that I am, I decided to modify my 2012

A5TMWTV, as I now use labels..... a brilliant idea of Gail’s which I love..... but was getting irritated with white

labels within a cream diary. Soooooo.... I made labels, my 2012 diary is now on gorgeously thick white paper, 

re- written with gourgeous labels attached, and my 2013 diary has been printed and all entries entered.I feel

shattered..... and yes, I too got a headache..... and started to get the grumps about this never ending task I had

set myself, but oh..... I feel better now my Filofax is sorted. The same feeling as when you have a bath and snuggle

into fresh bed linen, or have just finished decorating a room!!!!! Contentment. xx

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 12:28:43)

Working here Jane... now logged in to the big Web Finds machine! 
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Alondra Karwowski (2012-08-10 12:37:51)

This is my very first post and I am very new to Filofax so please forgive me if this is a dumb question but is this

really a hole puncher for a personal size (Metropol) Filofax? 

http://www.ebay.com/itm/FILOFAX-PORTABLE-ORGANIZER-HOLE-PUNCH-PAPER- INSERT-PERSONAL-SIZE-130119-/370633865638?pt=LH DefaultDomain 0 &hash=item564b7ff9a6 #ht 500wt 827

The hole puncher on the Filofax website is about 4 times as much as the one in the link and I’m worried that it is

too good to be true. 

Again, forgive me for my lack of knowledge. 

Thanks in advance! 

Sirpa-Kaarina (2012-08-10 12:55:53)

I love Webfinds

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 12:56:41)

Hi and Welcome to Philofaxy

You need to compare like with like... 

The item you have sent a link to is the same as this one:

http://www.filofaxusa.com/store/paperessentialsdetails.asp?productId =1349

Priced at $15, but it’s just a plastic paper punch. Which to be honest and in my own personal opinion I wouldn’t

waste your money on. Go for something like the Rapseco punch in this post

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/01/reader-question-which-punch.ht ml

You will find it lasts a lot longer and is cheaper, oh and it also does Personal, Pocket and Mini sizes... it does not

do A5, unless you punch the paper twice but we are getting ahead of ourselves. 

The plastic ones are great if you need to carry a punch in your filofax for very occasional single sheet punching. 

Steve

janet (2012-08-10 13:11:15)

Wanted to thank you all for this post. Have now written my second post about Filofaxes and of course linked to

Philofaxy! I am at thisbugslife.com @Butanben - well done and I am off to read! 

Alondra Karwowski (2012-08-10 13:58:43)

Thank you very much Steve. 

The Rapseco sounds like it’s the best choice. 

Erozion (2012-08-10 14:06:49)

I bought this punch on this very recommendation. It’s adjustable and just what I needed. Definitely the way to go. 

Helen Conway (2012-08-10 14:12:10)

Butanben it is not showing up andit should do almost at once. Go back to blogger and check in your settings that

you have not accidentally marked it as a private blog and see if that is the issue. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 14:26:37)

Works fine here: [1]Butanben Blog

You might have included the trailing full stop in the address? 

Steve

1. http://butanben.blogspot.com/

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-08-10 14:59:06)

I have trouble with the day of the week, too! Sometimes I wake up and have to consciously think about what day

it is. ”Okay. Yesterday I went to the grocery store so that means today is Thursday.” 

Glad I’m not the only one! 
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Homemakersdaily.com (2012-08-10 15:01:19)

In that movie was where I first heard about Filofax. I saw the planner and heard her mention it and as soon as

the movie was over went on-line to see what a Filofax was. 

Yu (2012-08-10 15:09:10)

I have a question for all the guys out there:

My brother is thinking of getting a Filofax for his university studies. I gave him a saddle brown Cuban slimline for

his birthday, but he couldn’t work with the format. He said he needed a larger one. 

We went to look at some binders and he decided he likes the A5 size the best. But he complained that most

binders looked either too plain (”boring”) or that they were borderline femenine. 

So my question is basically ”which filofax design would you recommend - and why - for a 20 year old guy who is

just starting university to become a real estate agent?” 

He has already said the Kendal looks a bit ”boring” and that he found the texture of the Malden to be ”yucky” (at

least the black, grey and ochre). I think he didn’t even want to consider the Holborn as he knows that style is my

current favorite when it comes to leather and layout... 

I should probably tell you he’s somewhat of a fashionista... and want things to look expensive, haha! 

Thanks in advance! ˆ ˆ

John C (2012-08-10 15:19:32)

Finsbury? - although it might be a bit plain. 

David Popely (2012-08-10 15:33:56)

Count me in on this as well...I’m unaware more often than not of what day of the week it is, especially if I’ve been

away on business for a couple of days. When we get to the series of bank holidays in March/April/May, things

just break down altogether, the business trips still happen, and I spend sometimes seven or eight weeks not having

a clue.... 

Homemakersdaily.com (2012-08-10 15:43:18)

Just got my first Filofax today - pink Malden personal. I’ve been a Franklin Covey user for 20+ years. The pen

loop is really small. None of my pens fit. Does it stretch out at all? Kind of disappointed about that. 

David Popely (2012-08-10 15:46:04)

Shameless self-promotion time....I’ve got an A5 Finsbury on Adspot if anyone’s interested. t’s in good condition

and I’ll throw in a set of increasingly-rare ’professional’ A5 dividers if you would like them. 

If no takers by the end of the weekend I’ll probably put it up on Ebay. 

joffreyca (2012-08-10 16:40:26)

Personally, I would recommend purchasing an inexpensive A5 Filofax and trying it out for at least a month before

investing on a more expensive, ”business” filofax. 

If your brother is sure about the A5 format, then I would recommend something in leather. My recommendations

would be: Lyndhurst, Guildford Zip, Cuban, Classic & Luxe. Those are the ones I feel are business-like and not

too feminine. 

cgarsnrealest8 (2012-08-10 17:06:32)

Please include a link. I couldn’t find it. 

Steve Morton (2012-08-10 17:20:39)

It’s currently the first one on the list here: http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/adspot.html

Steve

Cheryl (2012-08-10 22:29:04)

Watching 27 Dresses. Just saw the Filofax. A big thick over stuffed messy beautiful thing! Can’t tell for sure, 

but it looks like a gorgeous English saddle tan color, like the one I’m yearning for but unfortunately Filo-270



fax doesn’t sell. Maybe its an older heritage model. Ok gotta go watch for more sightings. Happy weekend everyone! 

Anna Doyle (2012-08-10 22:36:47)

I also love webfinds! :)

Anna Doyle (2012-08-10 22:40:56)

Oh I agree, I am in the process of re-setting mine up as well! Seems I’ve been so busy/exhausted lately I’ve hardly

opened it, and my head is so cluttered I need to be able to organize things better on paper! Hoping this weekend

to get it set up differently so I can use it more frequently and more easily. 

Paul B (2012-08-11 02:06:14)

I’m probably going to re-organise mine tomorrow, with a few additions from the recent FFAT on how this

community uses them on a daily basis. Might even try a second diary for quick look, if I get chance to go to the Mall. 

Paul B (2012-08-11 02:28:50)

I agree with the above, get a cheap one first, like a Domino or Apex (there, I said it....shoot me), and see if he

likes the format first. Pity this wasn’t posted two weeks ago, he could have had my Brown Finsbury for a song. 

His complaint resonates with many guys on here, the range IS female-focused but if that’s what they say their

target marget is, so be it. 

In Filofax, I would suggest the Cuban Zip or non-zip. The leather is beautiful, and looks very expensive. Personally, 

I wouldn’t recommend the Finsbury but I may be biased. I used it for 3 years in Afghanistan and lots of the dots

in the grain simply wore away. Probably due to excessive heat and sweat, but my slimline finsbury of many years

vintage, in black, simply gets smoother every year. Likewise, teh Classic seems to have been beset by problems

with coatings peeling away. Not very expensive-looking! My personal recommendation would be try Adspot and

eBay.I saw an A5 Cuban Zip in Saddle Brown go for less than £20 (4US30) last week. 

Non-filofax, if he’s got money (or you have!), Mulberry quality simply knocks spots off Filofax. Its the kind of

leather Filofax used to use in the golden heyday of the 80s and 90s and will last decades. Again, they’re £380 new, 

but lots on eBay for just under £100. 

My friend has a black Mont Blanc A5 and it looks expensive and IS expensive. Not as many on eBay, people don’t

tend to sell them as often but worth looking. 

Finally,I would strongly recommend looking on eBay for a vintage Filofax A5, mainloy due to the quality of the

leather. 

Gerard (2012-08-11 03:12:33)

Take a look the Classic range on Succes.com - first class leather and fully FF compatible. Note that Mulberry A5

ring spacing is not FF compatible. 

Babs (2012-08-11 04:45:17)

They may stretch slightly but not much. Try looking at a quiver or a pen loop which might help? 

kanalt (2012-08-11 07:38:36)

A friend of mine works in new York city. I had her pick up my 2013 inserts for me. I will be getting them from her

tonight. So to celebrate, I have taken a day off during the week, I have rented 27 dresses from the library (can you

believe I have never seen it), and I will watch it while putting together my 2013 inserts. I’m insanely excited about it! 

Yu (2012-08-11 13:25:20)

Thanks for the replies! :D

Yeah, we’re both coveting Mulberry planners or Louis Vuitton ones as they both ooze quality. My brother wants a

Burberry planner in the future if he can find one, but we can’t find a reliable source on whether or not they exist. 

Not even the Burberry store in Stockholm knows, which is really weird! 

I didn’t know Mont Blanc did planners - that’s a great thing to know for the future. If we both stick to paper

planners (very likely) we will both end up with jobs that demand our planners to look classy and expensive. 

(Unfortunately... or not?)
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I’ve also thought about just having one custom made for him by that company someone mentioned in a guest post. 

But I guess that would cost just as much as a Mulberry - and we’re both young people still in university with

student loans... even though we also have part time jobs. >.< 

I think I’ll just let him borrow my A5 Amazona or Cuban and let him test the format first. But he said he

wanted a larger paper size than the personal - we both do. But unfortunately, Filofax doesn’t make a size between

personal and A5. =(

Yu (2012-08-11 13:28:00)

>.<; should say ”Luxe” up there instead of ”Amazona”, although I have both. But like joffreyca said, the Luxe

looks more ”unisex”. 

@ Paul B - Wow... three years in Afghanistan! O O

Tina (2012-08-11 17:51:49)

First of hello everyone!! I’m new to all this Filofax love, not to the planners love tho (thank God my school gave

us one every year starting in Grade 1!) So just writing to say this blog (and all the others I’ve found) are very

entertaining and helpful! And as it seems to be a tradition I’ll do a blog post about setting up the Filofax! :)

Now to what the post was about...there’s a filofax in 27 dresses? I don’t remember ever seen a planner/book or

whatever! hahaha I was mostly fixated by the terrible dresses the poor girl had to wear! I shall see it again and

look for the Filofax. Btw What is Filofax CV? 

Hope everyone has a fantastic weekend!! 

Tina x

Lily (2012-08-12 03:34:56)

What about a Chameleon? Lovely leather texture

Yu (2012-08-12 08:51:12)

The black Chameleon and Aston were the filos that made him decide he wants the A5. But he complained about

them being boring, although he likes the leather of the Aston. Very picky... 

Yu (2012-08-12 08:52:13)

The black Chameleon and Aston were the filos that made him decide he wants the A5. But he complained about

them being boring, although he likes the leather of the Aston. Very picky... 

David Popely (2012-08-13 02:51:35)

OK sorry for posting this so far in arrears, but I hope to get through to a good number of already-good friends, as

I need some advice before I travel to London tomorrow (Tuesday). 

I’m looking for a couple of notebooks for a specific research project I’m going to do. I’m not going to use either of

my Filofaxes for this, so this is also off-topic (sorry again, but maybe that’s a good reason for leaving it late). 

The two notebooks should be as follows:-

Hard cover. I have a strong preference for black in this case. 

Hardbound - viz. not spiral bound (I might use spiral if I really can’t get properly bound books)

Have 200-300 pages each (I’m not looking for a thin Moleskine-type)

Take fountain pen or calligraphy ink without bleed-through. his is *essential* in this case. 

I’m in London most of the week, as already mentioned, so I can visit any relevant outlets there, or I can order

online, although this is such a tactile business that I’m inclined to want to see the notebooks before I buy. 

Anyone have any ideas? Or any other blogs/sites you can link me onwards to? I’d be really grateful if anyone has

any input. 

Many thanks! 

Laurie (2012-08-13 04:03:18)

David I don’t know of a notebook with 200-300 pages, but one option for that is to use a day-per-page diary and

just ignore the dates and use it as a notebook. 

Jottrr notebooks have 120 gsm paper: www.jottrr.com
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Of course anything from Clairefontaine/ Quo Vadis would be appropriate for use with fountain pens. 

A notebook brand I recently discovered but haven’t tried is Denbigh, made by the same company as

Alwych notebooks. 

The Denbigh notebooks are specifically noted as being for use with fountain pens:

http://www.alwych.co.uk/denbigh-books.html

I hope this helps! 

David Popely (2012-08-13 04:56:23)

hi Laurie - thanks for all that. I agree, the size is going to be the challenge, but I’ll check out all the links here -

thank you! 

Tina (2012-08-13 09:05:30)

Hi David

If you don’t need a lined paper I’d try the art shops. Artist journals usually have thick pages and you can find one

with 200-300 pages. Don’t know any particular brand tho. 

David Popely (2012-08-13 09:34:07)

Voila! I had already just thought I might pay a visit to London Graphic Centre in Covent Garden. Great minds

think alike! Thank you! 

Tina (2012-08-13 19:31:54)

Of course they do! Haha no worries!! Have fun in London! :)

Web Finds - 11 August 2012 (2012-08-11 00:00) - Steve Morton

Oh dear another big list for you to make your way through, sorry there are no gold medals for this event! 

So take your marks..... get set... go! 

1. [1]Filofax Fail! - All Things Stationery

2. [2]The New Me - Part 1 - Filo Obsessed

3. [3]Filofax Fortnight #3 - Pride, It Leaves You Hollow

4. [4]my filofax week #16 - Paper Lovestory

5. [5]A gold day all around, for Team GB and my Filofax! - The Life of The Perpetual Student

6. [6]August blog challenge-Day 4 - Rapunzel’s World

7. [7]A5 Chameleon Setup – Part II - Wandrrlust

8. [8]Rediscovering the fountain pen (and other favourites) - maudie.made

9. [9]the postman always rings twice - Circus Life with Disturbed Mamacita

10. [10]It’s time to buy Filofax - Nothing’s Original Anymore

11. [11]Project FILO-PAL in full swing - My Once Upon the Moon

12. [12]Journalling School (3) - Filomaniac

13. [13]Journalling School Session 3: Restarting a Journal - My Life All in One Place

14. [14]Library Workers Unite: the New York City Mini Meet Up - Well Planned Life

15. [15]Getting Things Done when you don’t have much time - GTD Times
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16. [16]Time management and the Professional Wardrobe? - Joshua Laporte

17. [17]Blog Organization with Scrivener - No Wasted Ink

18. [18]Strategies for Making Your Planner Work Well For You! - Homemakers Daily

19. [19]no time for Filo?! - Filofax Fixation

20. [20]The ”penultimate” pen guide! - Krista’s Filo

21. [21]The Buck Stops Here - The Zeitgeist of Zoe

22. [22]Aston Filofax and Holborn Zipped | First Impressions - Filofancy

23. [23]spare diary note pages - Paper Lovestory

24. [24]A disorganized, cluttered, and imperfect joy - The Crazy Suburban Mom

25. [25]Mein Compact Projekt - Regency Review - Filo-Manie

26. [26]New Project #1 RPi - Jarfm.com

27. [27]First impressions of the Holborn - Bluebonnet Reads

28. [28]Holidays and observances in Filofax diaries - My Life All in One Place

29. [29]Mulberry Goes to Work - Paper Pens Ink

30. [30]Leserreview (10): Boston Pocket - Filomaniac

31. [31]All Stars Guest Post: Angela of Paper Lovestory - Thoughts and Exploration

32. [32]A Formula Of Falling In Love - And It Works For A Filofax Too!!! - Vanjilla

33. [33]I’m going to need a bigger bag - Circus Life with Disturbed Mamacita

34. [34]Ten tips for selling on evil..... sorry eBay! Part 1 - Musings of a Caribbean Princess

35. [35]Ten tips for selling on evil.... sorry eBay! Part 2 - Musings of a Caribbean Princess

36. [36]A Filofax Moment - Vintage Pink Personal Malden -2ScrapAlot

37. [37]Crazy Life - The Crazy Life of J

38. [38]My Reading/Movie Filofax - Filo Obsessed

39. [39]Menu Planning Made REALLY Easy - Homemakers Daily

40. [40]Filo auf Reisen (7): Rotterdam or Anywhere... - Filomaniac

41. [41]Planner Fail - Decision Inspired

42. [42]One life one Filofax, or more??? - All Things Stationery

43. [43]The truth of how I use my Filofax is stranger than fiction - The Crazy Suburban Mom

44. [44]Planning your Finances and Saving Money with a Filofax - All Things Gay

45. [45]Somebody Stop Me& - The Zeitgeist of Zoe

46. [46]The Simple Secrets for Becoming More Reliable and Productive - Day Timer Blog

47. [47]The Kindness of Strangers - Chimwemwe

48. [48]Filofax Tour 2012 - Imysworld
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49. [49]Filofax Blog of the Week: Miscellany from a Filofax Fanatic - My Life All in One Place

50. [50]Episode 2 - My Life All in One Pod

51. [51]Philofaxy Question: How I use my Filofax Part 2 - The Crazy Suburban Mom

52. [52]Printing on Filofax Sized Paper - Zois Blog

53. [53]My Filofax... my life ;) - Improve my days

54. [54]Hello my pretty& - Cyan Daisy

55. [55]The Demise of the Paper Planner? - This Bug’s Life

56. [56]Spiritual Malden Filofax - It’s My Life! 

57. [57]Where the paper comes from - Quo Vadis Blog

58. [58]Ask Jeff: What Size Planner Works Best for Me? - Day Timer Blog

59. [59]My Filofaxes - This Bug’s Life

60. [60]Fancy Filofax Papers - It’s My Life

And this weeks video finds another hour or so! 

IFRAME: [61]http://www.youtube.com/embed/9YmVZnBW6 k?rel=0

IFRAME: [62]http://www.youtube.com/embed/CdUpr0CWhDg?rel=0

IFRAME: [63]http://www.youtube.com/embed/ZeCz6Uagztw?rel=0

IFRAME: [64]http://www.youtube.com/embed/S5r4X5QNp0U?rel=0

IFRAME: [65]http://www.youtube.com/embed/SLkho9kBi64?rel=0

IFRAME: [66]http://www.youtube.com/embed/bG57qutDhcc?rel=0

IFRAME: [67]http://www.youtube.com/embed/nHI2-NUZZqo?rel=0

IFRAME: [68]http://www.youtube.com/embed/amScPljV7os?rel=0

IFRAME: [69]http://www.youtube.com/embed/EJNIN7uMBQI?rel=0

IFRAME: [70]http://www.youtube.com/embed/mCnRTkf-SBQ?rel=0

IFRAME: [71]http://www.youtube.com/embed/ ohuikjTYFg?rel=0

IFRAME: [72]http://www.youtube.com/embed/EPa8hurqdHg?rel=0

IFRAME: [73]http://www.youtube.com/embed/a7VHN4 3qeQ?rel=0

IFRAME: [74]http://www.youtube.com/embed/0CxySbpjpPg?rel=0

IFRAME: [75]http://www.youtube.com/embed/LA- TGHpDvY?rel=0

Enjoy

1. http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.fr/2012/08/filofax-fail.html

2. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/08/the-new-me-part-1.html

3. http://clareio.blogspot.fr/2012/08/filofax-fortnight-3.html

4. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/08/my-filofax-week-16.html

5. http://thelifeoftheperpetualstudent.blogspot.fr/2012/08/a-gold-day-all-around-for-team-gb-and.html

6. http://icclewu.blogspot.fr/2012/08/august-blog-challenge-day-4.html

7. http://wandrrlust.org/2012/08/04/a5-chameleon-setup-part-ii/

8. http://www.maudiemade.com/rediscovering-the-fountain-pen-and-other-favourites/
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9. http://mamacitascircus.blogspot.fr/2012/08/the-postman-always-rings-twice.html

10. http://nothingsoriginalanymore.blogspot.fr/2012/08/its-time-to-buy-filofax.html

11. http://myonceuponthemoon.blogspot.fr/2012/08/project-filo-pal-in-full-swing.html

12. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/08/journalling-school-3.html

13. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/08/journalling-school-session-3-restarting.html

14. http://wellplannedlife.blogspot.fr/2012/08/library-workers-unite-new-york-city.html

15. http://www.gtdtimes.com/2012/08/05/getting-things-done-when-you-dont-have-much-time/

16. http://joshuabuffumlaporte.tumblr.com/post/28381992788/time-management-and-the-professional-wardrobe

17. http://nowastedink.com/2012/08/03/blog-organization-with-scrivener/

18. http://homemakersdaily.com/strategies-for-making-your-planner-work-well-for-you/

19. http://filofaxfixation.wordpress.com/2012/08/06/no-time-for-filo-2/

20. http://kristasfilo.blogspot.fr/2012/08/the-penultimate-pen-guide.html

21. http://thezeitgeistofzoe.wordpress.com/2012/08/06/the-buck-stops-here/

22. http://filofancy.blogspot.fr/2012/08/aston-filofax-and-holborn-zipped-first.html

23. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/08/spare-diary-note-pages.html

24. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/08/a-disorganized-cluttered-and-imperfect.html

25. http://filo-manie.blogspot.fr/2012/08/mein-compact-projekt-regency-review.html

26. http://jarfm.com/?p=363

27. http://bluebonnetreads.wordpress.com/2012/08/07/first-impressions-of-the-holborn/

28. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/08/holidays-and-observances-in-filofax.html

29. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/08/mulberry-goes-to-work.html

30. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/08/leserreview-10-boston-pocket.html

31. http://www.thoughtsandexploration.com/2012/08/all-stars-guest-post-angela-of-paper.html

32. http://vanjilla.blogspot.fr/2012/08/a-formula-of-falling-in-love-and-it.html

33. http://mamacitascircus.blogspot.fr/2012/08/im-going-to-need-bigger-bag.html

34. http://www.caribbeanprincessmusings.com/2012/08/ten-tips-for-selling-on-evil-sorry-ebay.html

35. http://www.caribbeanprincessmusings.com/2012/08/ten-tips-for-selling-on-evil-sorry-ebay_8.html

36. http://2scrapalot.blogspot.fr/2012/08/a-filofax-moment-vintage-pink-personal.html

37. http://thecrazylifeofj.blogspot.fr/2012/08/crazy-life_8.html

38. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/08/my-readingmovie-filofax.html

39. http://homemakersdaily.com/menu-planning-made-really-easy/

40. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/08/filo-auf-reisen-7-rotterdam-or-anywhere.html

41. http://decisioninspired.com/?p=19

42. http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.fr/2012/08/one-life-one-filofax-or-more.html

43. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/08/the-truth-of-how-i-use-my-filofax-is.html

44. http://allthingsgay123.blogspot.fr/2012/08/planning-your-finances-and-saving-money.html

45. http://thezeitgeistofzoe.wordpress.com/2012/08/09/somebody-stop-me/

46. 

http://daytimer.wordpress.com/2012/08/09/the-simple-secrets-for-becoming-more-reliable-and-productive/

47. http://chimwemwe-blog.blogspot.co.uk/2012/08/the-kindness-of-strangers.html

48. http://imysworld.blogspot.co.uk/2012/08/filofax-tour-2012.html

49. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/08/filofax-blog-of-week-miscellany-from.html

50. http://archive.org/download/MyLifeAllInOnePlacePodcastEpisode2/Episode2.mp3

51. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/08/philofaxy-question-how-i-use-my-filofax.html

52. http://blog.zois.co.uk/2012/08/printing-on-filofax-sized-paper/

53. http://improvemydays.blogspot.fr/2012/08/my-filofax-my-life.html

54. http://cyandaisy.wordpress.com/2012/08/09/hello-my-pretty/

55. http://thisbugslife.com/2012/08/10/the-demise-of-the-paper-planner-13/

56. http://gailwheatley.blogspot.fr/2012/08/spiritual-malden-filofax.html

57. http://quovadisblog.com/2010/01/29/where-the-paper-comes-from/

58. http://daytimer.wordpress.com/2012/08/10/ask-jeff-what-size-planner-works-best-for-me/

59. http://thisbugslife.com/2012/08/10/my-filofaxes/

60. http://gailwheatley.blogspot.fr/2012/08/fancy-filofax-papers.html
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61. http://www.youtube.com/embed/9YmVZnBW6_k?rel=0

62. http://www.youtube.com/embed/CdUpr0CWhDg?rel=0

63. http://www.youtube.com/embed/ZeCz6Uagztw?rel=0

64. http://www.youtube.com/embed/S5r4X5QNp0U?rel=0

65. http://www.youtube.com/embed/SLkho9kBi64?rel=0

66. http://www.youtube.com/embed/bG57qutDhcc?rel=0

67. http://www.youtube.com/embed/nHI2-NUZZqo?rel=0

68. http://www.youtube.com/embed/amScPljV7os?rel=0

69. http://www.youtube.com/embed/EJNIN7uMBQI?rel=0

70. http://www.youtube.com/embed/mCnRTkf-SBQ?rel=0

71. http://www.youtube.com/embed/_ohuikjTYFg?rel=0

72. http://www.youtube.com/embed/EPa8hurqdHg?rel=0

73. http://www.youtube.com/embed/a7VHN4_3qeQ?rel=0

74. http://www.youtube.com/embed/0CxySbpjpPg?rel=0

75. http://www.youtube.com/embed/LA-_TGHpDvY?rel=0

Lime Tree (2012-08-11 01:45:05)

60! Plus a gazillion videos! I will have to extend it to the week days as well! :)

Jotje (2012-08-11 02:47:41)

Really, Steve! If you want us to read and watch every one of them you should provide a weekly schedule with

recommended order/time of day etc! 

;-)

Steve Morton (2012-08-11 03:25:41)

I know, it’s crazy some weeks. I was tempted to put out a post on say Tuesday or Wednesday, but to be honest

some weeks it wouldn’t reduce the Saturday list by that many. Most people seem to blog towards the end of the

week! 

Next weeks might be a little shorter, because I have visitors here on Friday/Saturday so the cut off point will be

earlier on Friday. 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-08-11 08:22:09)

Lovely, long list which will enrich my entire weekend! 

Rori (2012-08-11 11:12:01)

HOLY MOLY it took me a long time to get through these!! You rock, Steve!! Hey, another Filofaxer who thinks

the Sat/Sun gip sucks–what a shocker. HELLO FILOFAX!!! 

Cloudberry (2012-08-11 17:04:18)

I love the diversity of the posts. 

It was interesting to read the Daytimer blog. I went on to explore their site, until I came across a video on

managing distractions.... so I closed my web browser and got back to my legal essay, but not before I learned that

I already do ’time boxing’, I’ve just never heard it called that before. 

I tend to agree with comments that the weekend slots on FF calendars are just too darn small. I’m nicely organised

at work, but come the weekend it all goes to pot. Love to hear how others plan their weekends to get things done

in their personal life. 

Tina (2012-08-11 21:33:02)

I’m on it!!!! hahahahaha hello me!! ˆˆ

This has filled quite a few hours of my sat night (sad I know, but I’m ill so can’t go out partying :( sad times). 

After this many videos I dunno if I’ll have space to put anything on my Filofax! hahah It hasn’t even arrived and

I have a list of things to be put on it! hahahah This is very helful!! 

Thanks Steve for putting this up every week! 
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Butanben (2012-08-13 19:32:21)

Wow Steve... this must be the longest Philofaxy blog spots of the week yet!!! Not complaining, as I thoroughly

enjoyed spending a few hours reading away. Bliss!! Better than any magazine you can buy!!! Thanks Steve for

organizing this every week and of course Gromit! 

enjoyette (2012-08-13 21:30:32)

I really appreciate this kind plug among these awesome finds. Time to grab some popcorn! 

Guest Post - Chris - Three things I want Filofax to produce (2) Organisers that hold

Mini-Tablets (2012-08-12 00:00) - Steve Morton

Again thank you to Chris Partridge for the second in his series of Guest Posts on what he would like

Filofax to produce, if you missed his first post take a [1]look back at it here. 

[2]

The next thing I want Filofax to produce is an organiser that holds my new Google Nexus 7 tablet. 

The new iPad-holding Pennybridge is just out, and the Flex with its slide-in iPad case is on the way soon, 

but why should Apple fans have all the joy? 

Anyway, fitting an iPad into a Filo comes means big increases in size and weight. Fully loaded with the

iPad (650gm) and inserts, the Pennybridge is likely to weigh a couple of kilos and is almost as big as an

A4 desk organiser. That is just too much to tote around. And removing the iPad from its frame is a bit

of a faff. 

I want an organiser that holds everything I need for meetings - my Nexus tablet, paper to write on and a

pen - in a light, convenient package. I don’t want to use the tablet in the organiser, just to be able to slip

it into a sleeve that will protect the screen when I am carrying it about but allow it to be removed easily

for use. 

An A5 organiser with a pocket in one side would be ideal. The Nexus 7 fits well within the A5 form factor

so it would be very simple to make. It weighs in at only 340gm so the whole thing would weigh less than

a kilo (unless you are very, very addicted to inserts, of course). The picture shows my Nexus in a naff A5

notebook folder from my stationary drawer, just to show how ideal the size is as a tablet case. 

Steve The Philofaxy Man has already experimented with holding a [3]Kindle in the notepad holder slot of

a Malden and it works sort of with the Nexus, but it really needs to be a properly fitted pocket to be

truly acceptable. 

So why not, good people at Filofax? If you need any more encouragement, Apple is strongly rumoured

to be launching a mini-iPad in September that would be a very similar form factor to the Nexus, so

organisers with tablet pockets should have very wide appeal. 

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/08/guest-post-chris-three-things-i-really.html

2. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-pQi2vxo5omM/UBhbGPclsnI/AAAAAAAAMNM/KHFOyfu5NRQ/s1600/DSCF9514.JPG

3. http://philofaxy.blogspot.co.uk/2012/05/mixing-paper-and-digital-devices.html
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Tim (2012-08-12 06:31:15)

Chris - I agree. Having been the owner of an iPad for three weeks, I can see how things are changing - and fast! 

Like most readers on here, I’ve been a paper devotee for a long time. However, using a tablet (of any size) is

rapidly becoming the norm for most folk. Filofax are only now realising this and trying to catch-up. However, as

you point out, they are only dipping a toe in the water by introducing binders that will hold an iPad - or in the

case of the new leather Flex models - an iPhone. 

With long lead times from design concept to bulk manufacture in China, don’t expect your dream to come true for

at least another year. 

Babs (2012-08-12 07:10:09)

I think this is a case of ”damned if you do, damned if you don’t” for Filofax. Just the other week people were

saying they wouldn’t use the iPad / Pennybridge set-up. I know I wouldn’t as I use my iPad very differently from

how I use my Filofax. Plus, with the sheer range of tablets available, it’s just not possible to have a Filofax /

tablet case for every possibility. 

In this instance, I think the two are best kept separate. However, if you really want to keep your tablet in your

filofax, I’m sure there’s some kind of hack you could do with a case or a strong plastic wallet, a hole punch and

some reinforcing discs. 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-08-12 08:19:53)

I heartily agree with Babs. It would be most difficult for Filofax to do this since there is no standardization in the

world of Tablets. Like Babs, I also use my iPad differently than I use my Filofax. My iPad is a media consumption

device and has no place being stored in my Filofax. 

Cloudberry (2012-08-12 09:03:43)

I was interested that you placed the tablet on the left and the notepad on the right, as that would be my preferred

layout. Perhaps FF need to bear this flexibility in mind so people can choose which way round they want. 

I think for planning tasks or writing/dreaming up ideas, pen and paper wins hands down. 

For my work calendar (Outlook), a portable technology solution that I could keep in my FF would suit me as my

calendar changes several times per day. However, I’m severely restricted by what technology is supported at work, 

so I don’t envisage changing my system any time soon. 

Helen Conway (2012-08-12 11:52:52)

A kindle sits very snug and tight in the pockets of a finchley and a classic. Both wouldtake something a touch

bigger. Would that do for your nexus? I use ipad with filo all the time but the combined case seems silly beause

you have to take the ipad out to turn pages on the filo without obscuring the screen. My leather slip case for the

ipad is protective but lighter and slimmer than any case

SSA (2012-08-12 16:10:32)

I think it would be a mistake for Filofax to bring out binders that included storage for various technological

devices purely because they are forever changing. I was quite surprised they bought out the one for the ipad

actually. technology changes so fast and as various other companies bring out their version of tablets how could a

relatively small company like Filofax cater for each and every tablet in a binder? The nexus is differently sized

to the ipad, which is also different to the Samsung. companies such as ’incase’ who are a storage company for

electronic devices have it in their best interests to provide storage options for every tablet, phone and laptop on

the market. Filofax has a different purpose completely. Plus if I were to spend ¬100 on a Filofax to encorporate

my current ”i-device” do I then buy a new Filofax next year when the next model of said ’i-device’ comes available? 
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Reader Under The Spotlight - Esmé (2012-08-13 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

Well today we would like to introduce you to a very special young lady, who I think must be one of our if

not the youngest reader of Philofaxy. 

Hi. I’m Esmé and I’m 4 years old. I will be 5 in October. I like going to school, playing with my play

dough, and drawing and writing. My mummy has a [2]blog which I did a post on about my Filofax, and

I’m going to do some more soon. You can talk to me and my mummy on Twitter too @icclewu. 

1. When did you buy your first Filofax and what was it? 

As I’m only 4 I haven’t bought a Filofax, but mummy gave me a mini pink Finsbury. 

2. What other brands have you used or considered using? 

I use all sorts of things to write and draw in, but my Filofax is special because it holds my pen in there, 

and it looks after my pennies. 

3. Out of the organisers you own which is your current favourite (Style and Size)? 

I like mummy’s Filofax. The one that looks like a ladybird(Added by Tracy, the enigma in vermillion)

4. How many Filofax organisers do you own? 

I have one Filofax, but I’m hoping that mummy will let me have her mini Denim Filofax. I like that one, 

it’s so sweet. 

5. What do you use your Filofax for? 

I use my Filofax for writing and drawing in. I put stickers in there to organise trips and parties and

holidays. I keep money in there too, and make shopping lists. 

6. What was the feature about Filofax you like most? 

I like the big pocket at the back. I use mine for hiding things and keeping things safe. 

7. If you could design your own Filofax what would it feature? Will you get your Mummy to make it? 

It would be pink and purple, and have lots of stickers and dividers. It would have a pocket at the back

for keeping money in. I think mummy could do that. She would love it too. 

8. How do you carry your Filofax? 

I carry my Filofax in my Peppa Pig backpack. I always take it out with me so I can write and draw. 
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[3]

9. Which Filofax in the

current range do you like the most? Do you think your Mummy will buy it for you? 

(At this point Tracy wonders whether she should let her daughter loose with the Filofax catalogue). I like

the Domino Mix because it’s pink, and I like the Petal. The pink and green one, not the black one. Yes I

do think mummy will buy one for me. 

10. What is the most you have ever spent on a Filofax? Which model? 

I haven’t bought a Filofax yet, but I am saving my pennies so I might buy one soon. 

11. Turning to Philofaxy, what do you like the most? 

I like reading the posts on a Saturday with mummy and looking at the photos of people’s Filofaxes, and I

like the people we talk to on Twitter. 

12. And what do you not like about Philofaxy? 

Nothing. But I wish that I could read it by myself. 

13. What was the last music album CD you bought or downloaded? 

I got mummy to download ”We are young” by Fun. I love that song. I’ve also got the album ”In case you

didn’t know” by Olly Murs. 
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Thank you Esmé and I hope you had a lovely time with Imy this last few days. 

1. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-L30I25fJJGY/UA01oScFDII/AAAAAAAAMHk/_yPQbcNi8Ms/s1600/photo.JPG

2. http://icclewu.blogspot.com/

3. https://p.twimg.com/AyeROVpCAAAWtUV.jpg:large

Lime Tree (2012-08-13 00:44:57)

This is too cute!!! 

Esme, I have the exact same mini! Very good taste you have! 

Very smart to keep things safe on the back pocket. It’s a very tight one so no way you would loose your things! 

Great post Esme and nice to get to know you better! :)

Paul B (2012-08-13 00:48:03)

You can never start too young, in being organised! 

Carou Sella (2012-08-13 02:22:51)

So precious! 

Alison (2012-08-13 03:17:18)

So cute :)

Sari (2012-08-13 04:14:36)

There is hope for the Filofax future!! She is so sweet ;-))

Lord Dodo (2012-08-13 08:22:08)

Trust me there is indeed hope indeed with people like Esme - who I had the great pleasure of meeting, along

with her big sister, last Friday at Dodo Towers when they dropped by on their tour of the South West! Esme

loved Lord Dodo’s fairy cakes and is now the proud owner of a Dodo eyePad, which I hope will be kept

safely along with her other treasures in her Filofax. There are not many eyePads that fit in a mini Filofax! 

http://www.dodopad.com/shop/dodont-forget-stationery/eyepad-notebook

Toodlepip! 

WeirdRockStar (2012-08-13 09:16:47)

Lovely to meet you, Esmé! 

mary jane ong (2012-08-13 09:40:28)

hehe how cute :)

Jarfm.com (2012-08-13 10:20:12)

Awwwwwwww! :)

J (2012-08-13 11:00:10)

So adorable! 

Butanben (2012-08-13 11:05:01)

Esme, this is just a lovely post! What a super star you are!! My God daughters adore Peppa Pig too. I can see

why you love the pink Filofaxes the best of all! I think Peppa would choose the pink ones too don’t you? 




From Blog to Book. 

philofaxy.blogspot.com
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Chapter 1

2012

1.1

July

Nan’s 2012 Midyear Setup - Personal (2012-07-01 00:00) - Nan

In addition to the [1]A5 I use for work, I have a Personal-size Filofax that I use as my wallet and daily

planner. 

This is the organizer that’s by my right hand when I’m sitting at home or at work, and comes with my in

hand, handbag, or gym bag every time I leave the house. 

I started 2012 using the red Finsbury I’ve used most of the time since I bought it in 2006, carrying over

the page setup I used 2011: DPP Diary; followed by a few leaves for FLYlady routines, task reminders, 

projects, financial, and notes behind a tabbed transparent flyleaf; and Slimline A-Z tabs for contacts and

a few pages of lists and reference information. 

Notice how I keep saying ”a few.”With the DPP, you don’t have room for a full set of 6 tab dividers plus

a set of A-Z tabs. 

By March 2012, I was ready for a couple of changes. I was yearning to use my warm brown Finchley, 

which I haven’t taken out for about 3 years. 

Also, I was growing tired of having a jumble of things behind that one tabbed flyleaf. I was referring to

the pages back there more than to what was on the DPP. 

So I switched back to my brown Finchley, with Wo2P cotton cream paper and the following tabs:

• To-Do - Lists of things to do without a due date, with one page per category: Calls, Web, Errands, 

Home, etc. 

• Flight Plans - Daily to-do list, based on FLYlady chores. 

• Projects - One yellow ruled page per project. A project could be something like Christmas shopping, 

cleaning up garden, etc. 

• Notes

• Financial

• A-Z Index - Contacts, shopping lists, directions, etc. 

This setup worked fine, and I really enjoyed the cotton cream paper, but I missed the extra space on

the DPP. So I went back to the DPP and the Slimline tabs. My daily flight plan fits just fine in the

right column on the DPP

no flipping back and forth! In the left column, I have room not only for

appointments but their accompanying information...address, things to bring, money spent on the road

(which is mainly what I was using the Financial section for). 
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I’m loving the DPP setup in my new Ink Cuban. I use it for my wallet, too: the cash goes in the mesh

pocket in back. It’s the only thing I need to take when I leave the house. Behind the diary, I have a few

white ruled pages and jot pad pages for ideas and reminders, since there are no tabbed sections. But most

of the time, since I have the whole year in DPP, I can write everything right on the day where it belongs. 

So where will my longer-term projects go? That’s the subject of my next post. 

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/06/nans-2012-midyear-setup-work.html

Steve Morton (2012-07-01 05:50:34)

I’m going to review my current set up in the next couple of weeks to make sure it’s working as well as it can be. I

think it’s worth spending an hour or so to look at this sort of thing every few months. 

Date for your Filofax - Sunday 8 July 2012 (2012-07-01 15:00) - Steve Morton

New York

Sao Paulo

London

Paris

We are going to run another conference round-table voice chat using Skype. 

I’m sure we are gradually getting to know each other’s voices, but I will make a point of going ’around

the table’ to get everyone to introduce themselves this time. 

So...When, Where, What, Who and How? 

When? - Sunday 8 July from 10am (US East Coast time), 4pm London time, 5 pm Paris time etc. See

the clocks at the top of this post to see roughly what time you should be on line. 

Where? - an on-line chat using [1]Skype. 

What do I need? - just a micro-phone and some head phones(in ear phones work fine) and a free Skype

account. Using headphones reduces ’echo’ on the call. 

Who - All of you... connect up with Philofaxy and we will attempt to get as many of us linked in to

the audio conference as possible. 

How -

1. Connect to Philofaxy by firstly searching for Philofaxy inSkype, I will then add you as a contact. 

2. Then ’Start Chat’, I will then add you in to the chat room. 

3. Then if you request it, I can add you to the audio conference as well. But if you just want to chat

via keyboard that’s fine. That way it’s slightly less hectic for me! 

Come and join in the fun, even if you only pop in to say hello... 

As with previous round-tables there will also be a parallel text chat room going at the same time as the

voice conference. 

If you need any assistance setting up Skype, please pop a comment in this post and I will try and help

you get one line. Skype is free for computer to computer calls.... 

Here is my post on how to [2]improve your Skype audio with headphones or a headset. 

Hope to be chatting with you on Sunday 8 July 2012. 

1. http://www.skype.com/

2. http://steve-morton.com/2011/07/30/improving-your-skype-audio/
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Tracy Reinhardt (2012-07-01 16:33:13)

I’m going to try and make this one! 

Tracy

Steve Morton (2012-07-01 17:20:09)

I hope so, I’ve moved it back an hour now that Laurie is in UK! 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-07-01 18:41:22)

I just wrote it in my filofax :)

Nan (2012-07-01 20:26:37)

Me, too! Since I don’t have choir in the summer, I can attend the round table without interfering with church! 

Steph (2012-07-02 13:06:10)

I would love to try and make it to this one. 

Jotje (2012-07-02 13:44:44)

Chances are very slim that I will be able to attend this one. My niece is staying with us for a few days, and she’ll

get picked up Sunday. But I wrote it in my Filofax nonetheless - just in case. 

Laurie (2012-07-02 16:31:41)

I’m running my internet connection on a dongle right now, and the connection cuts in and out frequently so I

won’t be able to chat but I’ll be able to text. So glad to be back in a timezone where I can be on at the same time

as everyone else! 

Heather from Heather Holistics (2012-07-03 05:47:57)

I’m sorry but I’m not going to be able to make this one. Hopefully the August one I will though. Missing my

Filofax Skype chats

New iFilofax Products (2012-07-02 00:00) - Steve Morton

Once again I got the mystery phone call... 

’Meet me at the coffee shop at 10:00... make sure you haven’t been followed’

So I turned up on this hot sunny morning, I ordered a coffee and an iced water and as if from no where a

man in a cream suit appeared in a panama hat and dark glasses. He slid a plain white envelope out of his

inside pocket and passed it to me discretely under the table. 

Having met this man before I was careful not to open the envelope in public, I waited until later. We sat

and enjoyed our coffee. We made small talk, but his rich accent made it difficult to make deep meaningful

conversation. 

Then just as he was about to leave and disappear in to the back streets he then mentioned a name....Samuel

Fedida... the name didn’t mean anything to me.. but he said ”He has been recruited by ’The Center’ ” I

looked him up later on Wikipedia, but still it didn’t make a lot of sense... I will have to wait for another

call I suspect...... 

Along with the photographs you see below were some brief notes... I guess we will get our spies to stay

alert for when any of these new products will be appearing for sale. 

This is the A5 Pennybridge with iPad. 
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[1]

A5 Malden Zip in Purple, also available in Ochre. 

[2]

Filofax Malden A5 Zip iPad organiser, note the hole for the ’hidden’ spy camera... in the back cover! 

10







[3]

[4]

The organiser part is removable from the main case and it slides in to a pocket in the left hand side. The

ring size is about 25 mm, 20mm the same as smaller than most A5’s. No pockets on the organiser folder, 

the interior has effectively been moved to the inside of the case instead. 
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[5]

And with the organiser being stored inside the left hand side. Note that the interior is a textile material

not all leather, I guess to reduce the cost and weight a little. An elastic pen loop is also visible. 

[6]

The front of the A5 Zip Malden, it is going to be quite a bit bigger than a normal A5, basically to be

able to fit the iPad inside it. Think of it as being slightly smaller than a normal A4 organiser I would

guess... weight wise with the iPad it will be quite a heavy item. 
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[7]

And there is a Flex iPad case as well. 

[8]

This one is synthetic leather not real leather. 
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[9]

It does all the usual folding tricks of most iPad cases. 

[10]

And real leather look Flex covers are coming out too. 
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[11]

[12]

This post will self destruct in 15 days time Mr Philofaxy.... got to find out who Samuel Fedida is and

what this connection is to Filofax... 

1. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Q0IjJhjgbUc/T-wuCwlxQiI/AAAAAAAAL58/YV6mAnLqEac/s1600/P1010232.jpg

2. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ZDYbkuGPFfc/T-wuBxhARJI/AAAAAAAAL50/Fy4y5WCfPDE/s1600/P1010226.jpg

3. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-zFREUO67vM4/T-wuD4KHeiI/AAAAAAAAL6E/HHzjrKwdpW4/s1600/P1010233.jpg

4. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-HgbT9c_Vok8/T-wuEkYIsAI/AAAAAAAAL6M/YqtXJdOG2w4/s1600/P1010236.jpg

5. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-tL4lq7iGMOY/T-wuF8954AI/AAAAAAAAL6U/Tc0mguL2xa0/s1600/P1010238.jpg

6. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-77CnX1Qt-S4/T-zUGZIliNI/AAAAAAAAL88/iAhEwP5LWDc/s1600/malden+copy.jpg

7. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-2VCp_Q8TJO0/T-wuG1uIbGI/AAAAAAAAL6c/r4pV3XNtitg/s1600/P1010239.jpg

8. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-fHUOrJDD47k/T-wuHwdC8BI/AAAAAAAAL6g/frkvDiz9A-4/s1600/P1010240.jpg

9. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-vZ3aJ8RkN_4/T-wuIkXICcI/AAAAAAAAL6o/PTBE5-Ar2-w/s1600/P1010241.jpg

10. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-FJPfgrOM7Ps/T-wuJWJODXI/AAAAAAAAL6w/7llT4SAMqCE/s1600/P1010242.jpg

11. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-tx99Swgs5Uw/T-wuKFKRVdI/AAAAAAAAL64/qaDCQLuRZ2M/s1600/P1010243.jpg
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12. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-4XBOMRJjGXw/T-wuKj4dhNI/AAAAAAAAL7A/U5Tu8Ku3CT0/s1600/P1010244.jpg

Lime Tree (2012-07-02 00:21:34)

That Samuel Fedida comment was perfect! It cracked me up! I also read it somewhere (I think it was Twitter or

someone’s blog?) and had no idea who he is and why he was been mentioned! 

I also got intrigued by his name as ”fedida” means ”stinky woman/girl” in Portuguese. haha. 

Very interesting that new Malden. Good thing I don’t have an iPad; no lame excuses to buy another Filofax that I

don’t really need :)

Femke (2012-07-02 02:51:42)

Oh.My.Goodness. 

I want that purple Malden now!!! 

Tim (2012-07-02 03:30:13)

... based on the photo, shouldn’t that be ”Real leather-LOOK Flex covers are coming”? (ie:more plastic!)

Based on what we know already, there will be ”lizard print” leather Flex covers (see Pens & Leather website)coming

out later this month and that the leather-look (ie: plastic) cover in your photo will replace the current ”First

Edition” vinyl. But wasn’t there talk of a Malden-style leather Flex too? 

And just what colour is the paper in that jot pad supposed to be - certainly not cotton cream?!! 

Doris (2012-07-02 03:50:07)

The design of the organizer is interesting - once tablets are obsolete, the binder can still be used. And that binder

looks like a marriage between Flex and Filo. 

Steve Morton (2012-07-02 04:16:00)

Yep looks more leather look than real leather... notes amended... 

Hannah J (2012-07-02 05:11:45)

So pretty - first I need my iPad!!! Hopefully I will have it by Christmas but at the rate I’m going it could be my

birthday next year! 

HM (2012-07-02 05:30:07)

As usual, great post! So glad you have this spy... 

I love this development in the line. I like that the binders are getting even more flexible by getting mixed with

Flex, much like the Temperleys. I might have to buy an iPad now :)

Alison (2012-07-02 05:32:47)

I’ve been after a new ipad case, maybe I should wait!! 

MsPencil (2012-07-02 07:02:57)

Enjoyed Reading! Gorgeous Filofaxes with Ipad case! Have a Great Week Everyone! 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-07-02 07:44:33)

Steve, I love your imaginative writing. Whereas the Filofax/iPad combo looks nice, it lacks practicality. I would

not want to remove my personal organizer contents just to read an eBook or surf the web. If I were to own

one of these hybrids, I would end up removing my iPad from the Filofax each time I wanted to use it and that

would defeat the purpose of the hybrid. Also, knowing how we all stuff our personal organizers, I would have a

major concern about the pressure this would place upon the iPad screen. My last concern is longevity. A Filofax

from the 80s is still a classic and useable. With the ever changing technology, we do not know if we will be

using iPads in ten years or if the iPad size will change. Look at the difference in size and function between the

iPad1 and the iPad2. I would not want my Filofax to become obsolete just because Apple decided to change the

iPad dimensions or add features that require an opening in the cover. I think zfilofax would have better spent
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their time and development efforts in releasing a beautiful Adelphi with 30mm rings...my idea of the ultimate zfilofax. 

Steve Morton (2012-07-02 08:10:03)

Totally agree with you, although I suspect if the iPad did change in size people would just buy another case and

keep their existing iPad in this case... may be... 

I have a leather case for my iPad already

Steve

René Sartoi (2012-07-02 10:16:09)

Tous les goûts sont dans la nature. Bravo Steve! 

Josh (2012-07-02 12:27:02)

Would be handy if they made a triptych style, where the third flap held the tablet device, so you could have the

two faces of paper with the tablet off to the right or left. You could then consult the tablet while working with

your planner pages. 

In this current configuration I just cannot see the practicality, aside from having your binder/contents housed

together with your tablet. 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-07-02 12:29:18)

I think these look really nice, makes me wish I had an iPad! 

Tracy

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-07-02 12:30:21)

PS: Scoping out new Filofaxes seems full of intrigue and danger :)

Tracy

Unknown (2012-07-02 12:38:23)

It looks as if it is effectively triptych style if the organiser slots into the left-hand side of the left-hand side (as it

were), which is what seems to be the case from the photos (esp. given where the pen loop is!)

If that’s the case, there’s no need to remove the organiser to read the iPad as the iPad is visible with the organiser

closed or open, the organiser sits to the left and then opens to the further left, with pages to the far left and

middle, and the iPad visible on the right. 

Can I just add a yay for apparently small rings (on the Pennybridge, less apparently small on the Malden)! If they

are small, that might persuade me to buy this thing. I find all but the slimline binders unusable because of the

hulking great rings; I can barely write on the left-hand pages (unfortunately the slimline binder/paper size is too

small for my use - A5 would be perfect). 

Jotje (2012-07-02 13:42:28)

I thought the rings were supposed to be 20 mm, and now I read they are 25 mm? Pity. Also, I don’t suspect one

could by ONLY that small Malden A5 organiser. It looks so pretty and slim. Though I’m afraid I would miss the

pockets and clasp to use it continuously... 

I wonder if Filofax will march along when Apple releases it’s 7 inch-tablet ... ? 

Anita (2012-07-02 14:02:03)

I love your narrative, Steve :)

I don’t own an iPad, but could definitely see the advantage of these hybrids. Wonder how heavy they would be

fully loaded! 

SSA (2012-07-02 15:11:43)

I think you are right Joseph... plus it would seem useful to have the ipad case part be removeable, so then for

example i could take out the ipad on the train, use it (without a large binder that doesnt fold back on itself

bothering my neighbour) and then return the ipad to the filofax after. I would also be worried about the pressure

on the screen plus scratches from cards in the card slots etc. 
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Nellie (2012-07-02 15:24:19)

I like the idea, but I too would be very worried about the iPad screen. Oh for avreal leather flex! 

Joey Quinton (2012-07-02 23:56:37)

A final consideration I have concerning the hybrid is the size. I am a proud A5 owner, but I know. I am

in the minority. 

After having read Philofaxy for some time, I can surmise that most of our community

carries a Personal or a Pocket, and this trend is probably reflective of the Filofax community as a whole. 

Will Personal users abandon their Personals for an A5....probably not. 

I do think even I would not carry

this A5 with its added weight from the extra leather and the tablet. I think it would benefit Filofax Corporate to have our community have input in design and field test new products for intelligent and beneficial feedback. 

Millie (2012-07-03 06:26:51)

Ooo, I like the look of the Malden and Flex cases. I will definitely browse when they come out! 

robynlouise (2012-07-03 23:43:35)

I love that you’re already planning for the downfall of technology, Doris! :)

Charlotte Hartwell (2012-07-04 20:57:38)

Wow! This is perfect for me! I’ve been looking for a new iPad case and I’ve been thinking about getting an A5 Filofax! 

Steve Morton (2012-07-05 17:45:27)

The ring size has been confirmed as being 20mm on the A5 Malden... 

Free For All Tuesday No. 74 (2012-07-03 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

You never can tell what sort of questions we will get on Tuesday’s. But it is your chance to ask any

Filofax related questions you might have. 

So fire away... and we will collectively try to answer your questions or offer opinions. 

1. http://philofaxy.com/files/KeepCalmPersonalWin.png

Preethi (2012-07-03 02:07:57)

Question for all those one Filo for life people -How do you manage your set-up? Would love to get a glimpse..... 

Louise Oakden (2012-07-03 03:12:36)

I’m curious to know how many people out there actually have 2 filo’s - an A5 and another. 
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It seems to me to be coming more frequent. 

My personal set up at the moment is A5 and Pocket

David Popely (2012-07-03 03:27:45)

I’m firmly in this camp, and there’s a complete post on my set-up (December 2011 I think) with photos. I know

many many others have also posted about their set-ups, almost on a weekly basis I would guess. I would suggest

taking a look through the archives..... 

David Popely (2012-07-03 03:28:37)

I’ve got an A5 and a Personal, but I never use the A5 now, so I guess that doesn’t count......:)

baggirl (2012-07-03 04:16:30)

Hi there, I wonder if there are any lovely US-based Philofaxy enablers out there who would be able to receive a

mini Filofax parcel for me and then post it on to the UK? I have found a much wanted filo online to buy, but they

will only ship to a US address. I will of course pay everything! Let me know and I’ll give you my email address for

more details. Thank you so much (”My name is Ros and I am an addict”)

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-07-03 05:16:26)

Hi Preethi! I have just made a call for guest posts about this for my ’One True Filofax’ series on my blog! So if

anyone would like to do a guest post on my blog about their ’one life, one filo’ planner, please look at my blog and

leave a comment and I will get back to you! Thanks! 

http://thelifeoftheperpetualstudent.blogspot.co.uk/2012/07/otf-call- for-guest-posts-on-one-life.html

JohnofJenkins (2012-07-03 05:32:32)

I have a Cuban Zip A5 which sits on my desk and a carry my Cuban Personal with me. I use both but the

personal stays in bag until the following morning and until then I use the A5 Desk. In the morning I sync the two

ready for a new day. 

JasJan (2012-07-03 05:33:10)

I have an A5 for everything really and a pocket as a wallet with notepaper and a week on two pages. It does mean

duplicating my diary but I can’t carry my A5 and I just can’t seem to manage to do a one filo in a personal - no

idea why as I really don’t have that much going on!!! 

curiositykilledacat (2012-07-03 06:24:58)

I have an A5 & a pocket. The A5 for monthly overviews and projects, the pocket is a wallet/purse; with basically

everything I do in a day in, food, entertainment, exercise etc. 

Circus Life (2012-07-03 06:43:59)

Are there any Philofaxers in the southeast U S that would like toplan a meet-up? 

Kelly Marriott (2012-07-03 08:10:13)

I will be happy to do it for you Ros! Email me and we can work it out. (kelly.marriott7@gmail.com.)

Kelly Marriott (2012-07-03 08:11:15)

I’m in Atlanta. I would love a meetup! 

Kelly Marriott (2012-07-03 08:11:41)

I will be happy to do it for you Ros! Email me and we can work it out. (kelly.marriott7@gmail.com.)

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 08:20:06)

I had one inspiration recently that I thought I’d share - instead of meticulously labelling dividers, eg Money, Diary, 

To Do, etc, why not go by colour themes? 
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When I thought of this for me, it went:

Green - all things financial, including purchases planned ahead; 

Blue - plans, goals, also quotes, poety etc (I guess because it’s sky-colour?)

Red - diary, to do lists, etc... the colour of ”Urgent” 

And I guess gold or pink or something if you have a lot of family/spouse related stuff in there as well... 

Just a thought, I’m not sure I’m ready for it yet but it might make life easier for those of us who obsess

unproductively about the perfect titles for our dividers! 

Kelly Marriott (2012-07-03 08:23:19)

I’m an A5 and pocket user as well, although I’m considering switching a pocket for a compact. The A5 is the

mothership/do everything filo. I use the pocket as a wallet. I keep info in there that I’m likely to need while out:

kids’ clothing sizes, books to buy, emergency contacts, etc. Also have a monthly calendar. 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 08:29:40)

Well... after thinking just on Friday my set-up was good to go for an indefinite period, I had a brainstorm over the

weekend, due to changes in my working life & finally starting some new studies, and moved my:

work contents (Finsbury personal) to merge with my

handbag contents (Logic zip personal)

and then copied essentials only from my:

home/personal binder (Kendal A5)

and put those in the Logic zip as well. 

Leaving me with:

Finsbury personal, navy blue, smart & gorgeous, in my handbag with pared down inserts & month-to-view diary, 

ready to take notes & provide maps & info on the go, also to carry selected work pages only as needed; 

A5 stripped and ready with lined paper for the class notes; 

good old Logic zip doing double duty as work (ie home office) and personal Fax, with a week to view diary and

DIY printed dividers. 

The advantage is that I’ve cut about 10 - 20 minutes a week copying stuff from personal sized pages in my work & 

bag Faxes into the A5, where there was a big crossover from work to personal life, and now I’m back to having all

my daily ”action” stuff in the same size. 

I realised as well, I missed the neatness of having a personal size open on my desk, and that Logic zip binder lies

flat now, I think it’s at least 8 years old and while it doesn’t scream ”luxury” (it’s microfibre & plastic) it gets the

job done and has 2 pen loops. 

I’m not quite ”one life, one Filofax” yet because I still have a seperate personal for my household renovation

project, but I’m a lot closer than I was! 

It’s the last thing I was expecting to do, but it feels really good... 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 08:48:25)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Doris (2012-07-03 08:49:04)

Hi Louise! I use 2 now as well – a Personal as an everything-in filo, and a Pocket or Slimline as a wallet/purse. 

Since I realized a filo works as a wallet, I have not (yet) looked back. It used to be just a Pocket for everything

until I returned to a Personal size. 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 08:49:27)

PS The ”obsess unproductively” bit there refers to my recent changeover, below, and the rather more than healthy

amount of time spent wondering if ”To Do” should, or should not, be classed under the ”Diary” tab... 

(I decided on a tentative yes, pending future inspirations! 

Then made plastic DIY page markers to open

sub-sections, in colours matching the print colours on the main divider..)
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Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 08:55:27)

I’m unexpectedly leaning towards OTF now, so shall look forward to reading people’s guest posts, and going

truffling round the archives here of course... 

My only issue is, I don’t want my OTF to leave the house, because it has details of personal stuff in (including

health-related) that I don’t wish to risk losing in a taxi, or leaving behind in a meeting - how do other people

handle this? 

It’s the issue that first drove me to 2 seperate Faxes, and I’m not sure I’ve totally resolved it yet. 

Dave Parente (2012-07-03 09:18:16)

I have an A5 and a personal. I use the personal as a index for my files. 

Dave Parente (2012-07-03 09:19:51)

I am also in Atlanta and would meetup. 

Lavender (2012-07-03 09:44:04)

Hello all, 

Perhaps you could help me out; I have an A5 red Classic Filofax bought a few years ago. I wanted it back in

function but suddenly I discovered that after a few days in use, the front leather / paint broke and got loose. 

It’s hard to explain, a picture I could send you. 

Anybody know if there is guarantee with Filofax? 

The nivea treatment didn’t help..... 

thanks for your effort, 

Lavender

(lavenderboon @ (h o t ma i l.com)

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 09:57:50)

Could you maybe upload the picture to [1]http://imageshack.us/ and then post the link here - it’s free and might

mean more people get to see it? 

I don’t know about a guarantee, after a couple of years, but someone might be able to suggest ways of mending it

if we can see the damage. If your camera doesn’t pick up the details, a flatbed scanner might - just be careful not

to scratch the scanner glass. 

1. http://imageshack.us/

crofter (2012-07-03 10:01:56)

I use a pocket slimline for just appointments and a few notes. I, like you, don’t want to take the chance of parting

with my Winchester. 

Lavender (2012-07-03 10:13:32)

Hi Shanti, 

In the meanwhile I have loaded pictures on my (Dutch) blog. 

http://maisonartisinale.blogspot.nl/

Perhaps now you can see the pictures? 

Greetz, Lavender

David Popely (2012-07-03 10:55:10)

Hi Shanti

I really can’t imagine how you could do the OTF thing without taking it out of the house......I certainly couldn’t, 

especially with the GTD aspect to that. 

Maybe leave the confidential stuff at home in a separate place? Not the best solution, but out of the two

alternatives, probably the better..... 
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EmmaNoey (2012-07-03 11:46:25)

There’s a real satisfaction in getting a new setup that works well. It’s the creative urge, I think. Congrats! 

Regarding your note on tabs, I’ve got the FF dividers that you can type on the colored label and then slide it into

the tab, so it gives me color and an easy way to change tabs names. 

lydhold (2012-07-03 11:57:48)

Slightly non-filofax (sorry!) but after my comment a week or so ago about loving my sale Smythson organiser, I

had to pass on the bargain, they’ve just reduced their Duke in red (A5 and fits film inserts) to £105 (from £340 I

think) and there is a red personal size (Bond St) and another smaller one on there in their sale too. Gutted as I

bought my Dukes/A5 for more than that!! 

On a more filo note - does anyone know where I can get some A5 dividers which have the tabs where you can

insert tabs/change them, I have some in cotton cream for my personal and want some for my A5. 

lydhold (2012-07-03 11:58:41)

Sorry - damn autocorrect, ’filo’, not ’film’ !! 

Vanjilla (2012-07-03 12:04:41)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Vanjilla (2012-07-03 12:06:02)

Hi Lavender, 

i thought you might be interested - this theme also came on on FFAF on June 8th towards the end of the day:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/06/free-for-all-friday-no-186.htm l

I remember Steve saying about peeling off the film..?? I don’t know as I don’t have a Classic, but please let know

if you find the solution! 

HM (2012-07-03 12:07:03)

Same as JasJan, A5 at home and Pocket as a wallet! I actually just blogged about the 2 set-ups! 

baggirl (2012-07-03 12:28:59)

Thank you!! I will try and contact you directly. 

Gail (2012-07-03 13:28:43)

HIya Shanti

I have a personal sized Classic in brown, I got it about a year ago and the condition of it now is just awful. Creases

along both sides of the spine, you can see it here. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/gailwh/7495587350/in/photostream

I looked after this so well too as it was expensive, but nothing I did, prevented this from happening. 

Not worth the money I spent at all, now it just sits redundant on my Filofax shelf looking very sorry for itself. 

Tim (2012-07-03 13:55:51)

For the past 12 months I’ve been using an A5 Flex with a 13mm ring fitted inside. I’ve then got a Flex Slim which

I use as a wallet. 

I’ve just completed writing a post on my slightly unusual set-up. Hopefully it’ll feature here in a couple of weeks time! 

Gail (2012-07-03 14:21:26)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Gail (2012-07-03 14:22:55)

Just talking about ideal Filofax Organisers on my blog, so wondered what would be your Perfect style Filofax, or

if you could design your very own, would would it be like. 

I would have the A5 Malden Ochre leather with the Holborn layout...lots of deep pockets. It would have 35-40mm

rings and the clasp would have 2-3 press studs on it so I can stuff it full and not worry about the clasp not
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fastening. Where the credit card slots are, would be a clear plastic slot so I can put a photo in there. 

ican (2012-07-03 14:27:06)

@David - I’m a fairly new filofax user but know myself well enough to know that One filo is all I can handle at

the moment and would love to read about your setup (as you referenced above), but your blog is not available

(blocked?) when I click on your link. 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 14:33:25)

Oiled leather, navy blue, 30mm rings in the personal size, 2 credit card slots in left/front cover, plus 2 long vertical

slots & space with clear plastic for a photo, space for notepad in the back/right cover, 2 penloops with elasticated

section hidden to the inside, so they can expand, like the Kendal... 

Solid brass mech & chunky brass zip, small square brass plate on the lower right front cover externally with

”Filofax UK” on. If it over-wrapped the rings like the Temperley, or lay flat straight out of the box, that would

also be good... 

... Nope, not overthought that at all!!! lol! 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 14:39:34)

Gosh how annoyed you must be, not sure I have an answer as I’ve never owned a Classic, but I can only repost

(for this + post below) what Steve posted [1]here:

”Nikki, if you still have it, peel all the film off, it should be leather underneath. They put a plastic film on some of

these to protect the leather, crazy I know!” 

(Click that link then search inside the page for ”film” or just scroll about halfway down.)

I have no idea if this will fix it for you, just bumping an old post I for one had totally forhotten about! 

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/free-for-all-friday-no-186.html

Yu (2012-07-03 14:39:43)

Whee! I’m going to Wales (Llangollen) and then London this week and the next! (and London a second time at the

end of the month) Are there any Philofaxers anywhere around those places? If so - wanna meet for a mini meet-up? :)

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 14:44:57)

Oh and PS it comes with that sexy London skyline marker, but sansOlympic/2012 branding, and also with a

Paris Metro, and NYC streetmap, as standard... Markers with their iconic skylines should probably be included -

wouldn’t say no! 

(Next in this series of Shanana-Banana Posts: why unicorns make a great and surprisingly practical! commuting

vehicle; and, how to win a solid gold pair of Manolo Blahniks every time you buy some socks...)

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 14:54:42)

Question:

Am I the only grown-up (coz Esme was awesome!) who occasionally buys that weekly Dr Who magazine, the one

that’s really expensive - just because they include free stationery sometimes? ˆ Î have a lenticular notebook that’s a smidge larger than A5, with the Tardis on, which I’m waiting to re-punch

and use in some absolutely amazing way, and meanwhile a mini-ruler with various aliens that actually travels in

my handbag Fax and... well a pencil, but it didn’t make it to my Faxes because I use mechanical pencils! 

I also sneaked a pic of Matt Smith into my Fax, the old ball & chain wasn’t crazy about it, but I did point out that

my ”Social” tabbed-divider MIGHT include Dr Who cons at some point - and anyway, he’s a bloomin’ alien himself!! 

Alison (2012-07-03 14:57:35)

I’m just re-posting here as I posted quite late on Friday’s Free For All due to a busy weekend, i’m arranging a North

West meet up in Manchester if anybody is interested, hoping for a Saturday in September some time, i’ve never

been to a meet up let alone organised one so you’ll have to bear with me lol. if your interested you can contact me

via my blog, there’s a post on there about the meet up or you can email me alisoncarroll5 (at) btinternet (dot) com :)
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Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 15:02:43)

@David, thanks! Yes, it might well come to that, basically I do freelance work and a lot of it is home office

meaning the majority of what I do outside my home is planned, and for now, I can get away with taking relevant

sheets with me... (ie not perfect but acceptable solution...?)

Anyway moving back to personal as ”my Filofax” size across the board has actually solved a lot of problems, A5

did the biz as my home/base/personal Fax for 4 years, but I think I’m done with format wars... I’m old enough to

remember betamax vs. VHS, enough already! lol!! 

Sandra (2012-07-03 15:07:20)

My dh has asked me to buy him a personal size Filofax. I am still in shock as he rejected the pocket Fins I bought

him last summer. Anyway, many have recommended the Kendal as an appropriate Filo. Any other suggestions are

most welcome. Please! Thanks. 

David Popely (2012-07-03 15:22:10)

Hi Ican

Sorry about the link problem - we’ve moved formats within my business website and I suspect the time management

side hasn’t survived pro tem! I’ll try to get it sorted....drop me an email via davidpopely (at) googlemail (dot)

com, and let’s keep in touch. There wasn’t a lot on the site re my own setup, but I’ve just completed an update of

that Philofaxy post for another blog as a guest poster, and I’ll be happy to pass on the info when I know when it’s

going to be published. Meanwhile, I run a small Yahoo group dedicated to time and life management, and I’m

always happy to ramble on about any related matters! 

As for only being able to handle one organiser, I’e never seen any need to divide my ’stuff’ since I bought the idea

of one life, one organiser in the early 1980s. that tactic never works for me.... 

David Popely (2012-07-03 15:26:38)

@Shanti

VHS vs Betamax...I think that’s a bit like Filofax vs PDAs/smartphones, yes? Only in this case the ’old’ is very

much more functional than the ’new’, for most things.... 

Gail (2012-07-03 15:28:53)

Does anyone know how many Filofax Note pages an A5 Filofax can hold? 

David Popely (2012-07-03 15:30:27)

hi Yu, Llangollen’s about three hours from us, but I’m in London Tuesday 10th, free in the afternoon.....any use? 

davidpopely (at) googlemail (dot) com ..... 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 15:30:34)

I worship at the altar of the Kendal myself, but my proposal is to make the divisions (of whatever you buy) less

pernickety if he’s new to Filofaxes, so depending on his work needs, just have ”Info” ”Action” and ”Ideas” tabs? 

Subdivide with page markers you cut from acetate sheets? 

Add in ”Money” or one other thing he needs, because if you’re already looking at Kendals, then you’re looking at

second-hand/re-seller, not complete out of the box: maybe a gift with laminated tabs you made for his needs, 

might make him really get into this? 

Finally, they’re old news but Filofax Pak & Logic are 2 tough nylon zipped binders you sometimes get on e-Bay, 

which should be suitable where a Kendal isn’t. 

Steve Morton (2012-07-03 15:31:52)

What size rings, 20, 25 or 30 mm? 

Steve

David Popely (2012-07-03 15:33:06)

Hi Sandra
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Malden in Ochre works really well for me...... 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 15:36:52)

@David lol yes, recently had the very amusing {insert evil grin } experience of some chap on the underground

asking for directions, all the smartphones didn’t work, my map (in my handbag Filofax, of course!) did, and I was

able to write him directions from Leicester Square tube, all without needing ”wi-fi” or similar... 

Pen and paper will always win over anything with fragile links to external databses, or internal need for power

before booting or performing... 

David Popely (2012-07-03 15:41:35)

Shanti, in that case you might enjoy this:-

http://weknowmemes.com/2012/06/why-not-try-a-book/

Not quite on-topic, but pretty much there...... :)

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 15:44:12)

Can I risk being annoying and say, there is a difference between ”can hold” and ”can allow to lie flat to the right, 

on opening” which means your ’Fax contents aren’t jumping up at you every time you open it? 

And also ask, what about dividers, page markers, card-holder inserts, etc? 

Perhaps a more accurate question from me would be, what kind of content and sections would you like to fit into

your Filofax? 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-03 15:55:07)

@David: Oh yeah!! 

Back on topic - I guess the question is, what in your life needs organising? 

Work from need, as in ”I never seem to know when my next exam/dental appointment/troll attack is due!” and

then add sections as you require them? 

I have a ”Finances” section - other people like ”Books Read” or ”Children” or ”Slaying Vampires” or things like that. 

Basically, whatever fits your needs for organisation, and which you’d be happiest if it was all in one place you can

see daily... 

Gail (2012-07-03 16:00:52)

The ring size would be 25mm or 30mm, I have two Filo’s in mind and both have different ring sizes. 

Also it would totally be Filofax Note paper only, no dividers at all. I don’t mind some paper ”jumping out” when

the rings open, but to be honest, once these papers are in, the rings won’t need opening....I hope! lol

Gail (2012-07-03 16:05:17)

P.S. I’ve just tried putting 3 full pads of Filofax paper in the 25mm ring one, they sit comfortably and that’s with

the card backing on each of them. I need 365 sides, so ideally 183 sheetswith one backing for support! Hmm...it’s

looking tough! 

industrious housewife (2012-07-03 16:23:49)

From what’s currently available on filofax.xo.uk I’d suggest the Holborn. It spans rugged–>sophisticated and is

very practical. 

curiositykilledacat (2012-07-03 17:19:33)

Does any one else use a Filofax as a wallet/purse ? 

If so what size and what does it contain ? 

David Popely (2012-07-03 17:21:34)

My Personal Malden is in effect a wallet, since it contains everything I take out with me each day. The zip

compartment can contain coins, arguably the only thing I don’t normally carry in it. 

Plastic cards in the four pockets inside the front cover, with the remainder in card holders on the rings at the back. 
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For full details of my set-up, you can refer to my Dec 2011 post :)

curiositykilledacat (2012-07-03 17:29:12)

I can’t seem to access your blog, 

could you send me a link please

puppy dog eyes* :)

Steve Morton (2012-07-03 17:31:09)

I think David means this guest post:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.co.uk/2011/12/my-gtd-set-up-david-popely-g uest-post.html

David Popely (2012-07-03 17:31:39)

My own time management website is currently ’down’, but you can find the post to which I referred here:-

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2011/12/my-gtd-set-up-david-popely-gue st-post.html

Hope this helps. Given the number of people asking me about ’my blog’, I suppose I really should start one

centred on my time management stuff! :)

Watch this space..... 

David

Steve Morton (2012-07-03 17:32:48)

Snap..... and yes you should David ;-)

industrious housewife (2012-07-03 17:48:36)

I’m currently using the compact Pennybridge, which has a proper purse section, but I’m waiting on a Ranger

which I won on ebay and will be using as both my main diary filo and purse. 

I found I wasn’t really using the small amount of info I kept in the Pennybridge, but would have liked to have my

full diary and projects with me. Looking forward to tweaking my system ever more. :-D

David Popely (2012-07-03 17:50:00)

OK, you can find an introductory post at

http://davepopely.wordpress.com/2012/07/03/time-management-and-all-t hat/

I plan for there to be more, so if anyone wants to subscribe, feel free...this is just the start :)

Tim (2012-07-03 17:50:05)

I used a Time Manager compact as a wallet for many years. My wallet is now a Flex Slim waiting for leather

version to come out. 

David Popely (2012-07-03 17:51:52)

hi Tim

The TM wallet makes a *great* ’carry-around’ tool, in David Allen parlance. It’s the one thing which really

tempts me to go back to the TM binder (which still looks great after 20 years and knocks spots off both of my FF)..... 

Anthony Hill (2012-07-03 17:53:12)

Hi Alison, 

Yes count me in for the North West Meet Up in September. Hope you received my last email (Yesterday). Looking

forward to seeing everyone. 

Tim (2012-07-03 17:53:26)

I used a Time Manager compact as a wallet for many years. My wallet is now a Flex Slim waiting for leather

version to come out. 
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David Popely (2012-07-03 17:53:29)

Steve - ’tis done :) Basically it’s combined with all my other interests, but I think the time management ’strand’

will be pretty strong. 

Now that the sub-domain at dpassociates.net is no more, this seems like an ideal way to get this stuff ’out there’

Steve Morton (2012-07-03 18:01:51)

And Mr Gromit is on the case as well... looking out for suitable posts to include in webfinds... ! 

DEM (2012-07-03 18:12:24)

I have to agree with industrious housewife, the Holborn is a fantastic organizer. Were I ever to be lucky enough to

have my dh ask me to buy one for him, I would go for the Holborn in black. 

Pls keep us posted on what you decide. Lucky duck! 

Tim (2012-07-03 18:16:46)

Hi Dave - you spent a lot of time describing your set-up a few months ago. Watch out for a post from me coming

soon! It’s my attempt at trying to find a decent portable organiser system including a suitable wallet! Tim

David Popely (2012-07-03 18:17:43)

Steve, I’ve done a post for The Perpetual Student which is basically an update on my December 2011 post for

Philofaxy, and which is coming out tomorrow (afternoon, I believe). I’m also planning on scheduling it up for my

own blog on Thursday or Friday, which might (from my point of view) be the better version to pick up - if you

want to pick it up at all...... 

David Popely (2012-07-03 18:19:48)

Hi Tim

I’ll certainly be looking out for that.....is it going to be on here, or on your own blog, and if the latter, maybe you

could send me the link? 

I guess you’re not using your old TM compact any more? What a shame....I was actually thinking of the pull-out

section of the full TM system, the one with the fold-in punched leather holes which carries the diary,contact book

and notebook - brilliant! 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-07-03 19:28:46)

I am also interested!! The 2nd half of september would be better for me! Yayyy!! 

Circus Life (2012-07-03 19:44:13)

I am a little west of Huntsville Al. 

Sandra (2012-07-03 20:58:53)

Thank you! Will look at each and might even let him decide. Might. ;)

DEM (2012-07-03 21:42:19)

I use 2. An A5 that is strictly for work (note taking and filing only) and a Personal that holds my calendar with

both personal and work appts as well as all other personal stuff. 

robynlouise (2012-07-03 23:30:03)

I did this, because I couldn’t decide what to name mine either, and I knew if I made labels I would either want to

change the word on the label or the font. I have covered my dividers in cute gift wrapping paper, and there’s one

with cakes and party hats for my yearly calendar (because it’s mostly got birthdays and anniversaries written on

it), there’s one with a cartoon girl wearing trendy clothes and talking on a mobile phone for my shopping section, 

etc. I recently added one with fireworks for my weekly calendar, cos ”baby you’re a firework, come on let your

colours burst...” a-la Katy Perry, lol. 

27



robynlouise (2012-07-03 23:40:33)

I use a pocket Finsbury, which is great for a wallet because it has the billfold at the back, so you don’t have to be

cramming your cash in some other space that’s not designed for it. 

I carry my 3 most used cards inside the front cover, and other cards (like store loyalty cards, membership cards, 

etc.) are in 4 plastic top opening pockets on the rings. Also on the rings is an info card (I make my own), 

notepaper (I also make my own), a month per page calendar (made my own but I don’t like it much - next year’s

will be better), a couple of dividers, and some FF notepaper at the back where I keep notes about what gifts to

get for people. 

The best part about the whole thing is that I pre-punch my homemade notepaper and leave a stack on the fridge

at home for the shopping list, then when it’s time to go shopping the list goes straight on the rings and I never lose it. 

Jotje (2012-07-04 05:17:44)

For a description of how I use my Pocket Chameleon as a wallet, see:

http://www.notanotherfilofaxblog.blogspot.nl/2012/05/my-pocket-filof ax-wallet.html

It also links to my video. 

Tim (2012-07-04 05:18:17)

You’re thinking of the Time Manager Planner Wallet, David. I still own 3 or 4 of those! Although it doesn’t have

the leather holes (and isn’t actually leather), the Flex by Filofax is a direct copy of these wallets in just about

every other respect - even down to having a redundant cheque book holder slot on the bottom right. I use mine as

a wallet in the same way and will cover this when my post comes up here on Philofaxy - hopefully next Wednesday. 

I

do

have

a

blog

but

I

don’t

do

Filofax

on

it

-

only

life

in

the

Yorkshire

Dales! 

http://holidaycottagesyorkshire.blogspot.co.uk

Angel Jem (2012-07-04 09:11:10)

I loved when my sons were young enough to accept the Dr Who mag as a treat..... They were never into stationery

so I have an adipose ruler just perfect for my personal! 

Angel Jem (2012-07-04 09:13:21)

Ooh yes! Let me know details and I’d be happy to come. 

Angel Jem (2012-07-04 09:22:18)

For the summer I have downsized to a one life one filofax approach. I have a personal crimson Malden with

everything in it. My cards go in the front slots with extras in credit card inserts later on while notes and coins just

about fit in a zip pocket behind my flyleaf. It’s been a week so far and so far so good. I’m back in my smaller bag

again! 

Debi (2012-07-04 09:57:48)

Four hours from Atlanta in AL. 

D (2012-07-04 11:47:07)

i’m in Atlanta. 

Cindy (2012-07-04 19:01:24)

I use a 2 Filofax system. My A5 Aqua Chameleon is my workweek planner. I use it Monday-Friday for both work

and personal purposes. I need a lot of room to write for my work, so the A5 is perfect. My weekend planner is

a Pocket Sunflower Piazza. I keep Sat/Sun plans and appointments, as well as shopping lists and tasks/home

projects. Separating workweek from weekend helps me avoid overbooking or duplicating, and when I’m running

around doing errands on the weekend, the pocket is so much more travel friendly. (I have other Filofaxes, but they

all have different uses and they stay at home.)

J (2012-07-05 17:05:21)

Ok, I have no answer, but now I’m curious... 365 sides, I’m guessing this is for some sort of daily journal project? 
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Holiday Essentials Mood Boards (2012-07-04 00:00) - Steve Morton

My entries are in and here they are. 

We have been set the task of creating three mood boards, something I’ve never done before. Each mood

board had to reflect the particular Filofax personal organiser and the suggested location. 

So I will start with the Swift in Sage which was perfect for a country side jaunt or a visit to a country

house or chateau. Great for taking notes and recording details of your trip and page reference reminders

from your guide book. 

The Swift is a rather understated appearance, not too flashy, it will not attract too much attention when

you are carrying it or making notes in it. The textile exterior will blend nicely with your surroundings. 

[1]

The Metropol in Kingfisher Blue is ideal for a holiday by the beach. 

Ideal for journalling about your holiday, those lazy days by the beach, listening to music or reading that

book you bought in the departure lounge. The Kingfisher Blue of course complementing your beach towel

just perfectly. 

The Metropol has quite a tough exterior so it’s not going to be bothered by the odd bit of light rain or

salt spray, just wipe it clean and it will be like new again. 

29







[2]

The Domino in violet is the best choice for a city break. 

It needs to match your outfits, slot in to your bag and carry your travel details, hotel arrangements, be

a reminder for those recommended restaurants that friends have passed on to you for your first visit to

Berlin. 

The Domino is a great value for money Filofax personal organiser, whilst it might not be tough on the

outside it certainly stylish and up to the mark on the choice of colours, whilst the interior is soft suede

type finish. 

[3]

I quite enjoyed the challenge of doing the mood boards, not only the photography but joining the photos

together afterwards and also thinking up what should go with what. 

My entry will soon be on the [4]Filofax Facebook page, take a look at all the entries next time you log in

to Facebook

Watch out for the announcement about how you can win one of these three organisers in our giveaway

competitions starting on Monday 16th July. 

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-dBbG5sJxWwg/T-g6uK9XVWI/AAAAAAAAL4U/39nVrCKQvc8/s1600/Swift+copy.jpg

2. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-V-A8k0a6PaQ/T-g6qk-qgAI/AAAAAAAAL4M/9SHkCToCVw0/s1600/Metropol+copy.jpg

3. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-_zFIl3AHxLg/T-g6nWR6-KI/AAAAAAAAL4E/0NxYAYuZQJQ/s1600/Domino+copy.jpg

4. https://www.facebook.com/filofax
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Tracy Reinhardt (2012-07-04 01:46:51)

I love your mood boards, I might do one too. Looks like fun! 

Laurie (2012-07-04 03:21:38)

These look great Steve! 

Doris (2012-07-04 04:36:59)

I love the Holiday by the Beach mood board, and your description. 

Nan (2012-07-04 06:20:24)

Great job, Steve! I just bought an A5 purple Domino, but its mood board would look very different. It’s going to

be the household book that lives on my kitchen counter. Since it’s not leather, I’m hoping it will be easy to wipe

clean. And Filofax USA has it on sale right now! 

Alison (2012-07-04 07:21:57)

These are great Steve, loving the Beach one in particular, looks like good fun, maybe I should try this some time :)

gdigesu (2012-07-04 08:58:25)

Fashionist Steve rocks! :))

Butanben (2012-07-04 10:39:23)

Steve.... you’ve got hidden talents!!! 

Consiliumque (2012-07-04 13:57:27)

Wauw.. Looks awesome.. I wonder which mood I’m in with my black a5 domino :)

LJ (2012-07-04 17:24:35)

Fabulous mood boards :o)

Romina (2012-07-04 21:58:03)

Oh how fun! Great job Steve :)

Joseph David Quinton (2012-07-04 23:24:01)

A most excellent job, Steve! Congratulations! 

Imy (2012-07-05 06:47:20)

Looks really good Steve :)

Does this mean your now ”fashionable”? 

’Real Leather’ ? (2012-07-05 03:46) - Steve Morton

’It says it is made of leather’ to which I would respond... ”Yes but there is leather and there is leather” 

Confused? Please don’t be... 

I did some digging around and found the following definitions of the different types of leather that we

find used in Filofax personal organisers. 

• Full Grain Leather: leather which has not been altered beyond hair removal. Full grain leather is

the most genuine type of leather, as it retains all of the original texture and markings of the original

hide. 

• Corrected Grain: leather that has been buffed to remove blemishes, then covered with a new, 

artificial grain created using pigments and other finishes. 
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• Split Leather: leather made from the lower layers of a hide/skin that have been split away from

the upper, or grain layers. Split leather is not as robust and full grain leather. 

• Suede: is created from the flesh (inner) side of a hide, which is buffed to remove the surface and

then flattened to create the suede effect. Suede refers to the process rather than the type of leather. 

• Nubuc: is created using the grain (outer) side, giving it added strength and durability. It is buffed

and brushed to create a soft, velvety effect. 

• Aniline Leather: leather that is coloured with a transparent dye. The effect is applied by immersing

the leather in a dye bath. Because the finish is transparent and shows the natural markings of the

leather, only the best quality hides can be used. 

• Vegetable Tanned Leather: utilises tannin and other organic materials such as bark instead of

the traditional chemicals

• Bonded Leather: a process where off cuts of leather are cut up and mixed with resin and then

pressed into a sheet of leather

A lot of these different types of leather are used in a variety of products, not just Filofax personal

organisers, so when it comes to care products you have plenty of products to choose from to keep your

organiser soft and supple. 

Chris Partridge (2012-07-05 06:05:08)

A nice summary, but one picky point...chemical tanning is not ’traditional’, it is the vegetable tanning that is the

old way of doing it. Chemical tanning came in in the 19th century, but even today the best leathers are made

using traditional vegetable dies in places such as Nigeria. 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-07-05 08:24:41)

I am assuming the Cuban is full grain leather. I use an Allen bible....produced in England...one of the best Bibles

in the world...and it has Highland Goat Skin...luxurious! I also carry a leather satchel made by the Saddleback

Leather Company....I love leather products! 

janet (2012-07-05 08:41:47)

Never seen the spelling Nubuc before - I always thought it was nubuck. Goes to show... 

I always think bonded leather is the chicken mcnugget of leather! 

Scoot (2012-07-05 08:47:24)

Since seeing this video about making leather wallets, and being concerned about the thickness of leather used& 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8A03e-AhJE

&I obtained a piece of skived leather from a damaged Filofax&.the high end Filofax leather had been skived to a

thickness of 0.30mm to 0.50 mm. I think this is a reason why modern organisers don’t last long. 

crofter (2012-07-05 08:48:20)

I too have an Allen Bible with the Highland Goatskin, mine is made in Glasgow, Scotland. If you have one made

in England, it is a rare item indeed! 

janet (2012-07-05 08:52:47)

Another useful term (for me anyway) is red rot - when vegetable tanned leather starts to degrade and go powdery. 

Paul Taylor (2012-07-05 10:47:00)

So what sort of leather are those organisers which are made of ’Italian Leather’ ? I was looking at an A5 Bridle

and an A5 Pimlico this morning on eBay, which are both ’Italian Leather’, but other than perhaps ruling out the

bonded variety (and probably suede/nubuck) could perhaps be almost any of the others. Any ideas? 
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(by the way - the Bridle got away but the Pimlico should be in the post to me right about now!)

Tim (2012-07-05 11:46:27)

I agree. Compare the leather on a modern Filofax with a traditional, British made pre-1990 model, I reckon

they’ve halved the thickness of leather used. It feels thicker than it really is because of the backing card used. The

difference between a modern Filofax binder and a Time Manager is similarly staggering. 

You can see why Filofax are often able to offer big discounts and why modern Filofax binders can look a bit sad

after a bit of use! 

Butanben (2012-07-05 12:00:54)

My Finsbury says ”real leather” on the inside flap, which could mean any of the categories!!! I must say, I prefer a

much softer leather, but I am afraid of scratches and not being able to buff them out. A good job the Filofaxes do

wear out after a time..... nothing to beat a bit of enabling!!! I am thrilled with my black A5 Finsbury. It certainly

takes a lot of day to day use and throwing in and out of bags,and being in black both looks professional and does

not stain. The only other comparable love for me would be an A5 purple Malden..... but for now I’m a happy bunny. 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-05 12:03:47)

I’ve always found bonded leather a bit rubbish, when I was younger I had a few belts & watchstraps made from it, 

they’re not as good at handling creases as real (whole, whatever) leather and start to crumble far more easily than

plastic/PU products... I’d rather have honest plastic than this stuff in most uses - probably okay for decorative

leather picture frames, or something that’s just sat there with no pressure or bending etc applied. 

This makes it different to chicken nuggets, which some people at least like, and things like mechanically recovered

meat, which gets a bad name but is actually an excellent way to stop waste/rotting meat going into landfills! 

(steps off soapbox)

Anyway that’s a well useful guide there, so thanks Steve! 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-05 14:25:22)

From filofax.co.uk’s Finsbury listing: ”Soft leather printed with traditional rambling’ grain.” - sounds like

”corrected grain” to me? 

But I’m no expert on the topic! 

It seems a consensus here that the oiled leather models handle scratches almost supernaturally well, and I can

verify that mine’s in a completely different league of indestructability to my Finsbury, which is showing just a

little wear on the corners (it’s 6 years old). 

Savannah (2012-07-05 14:54:50)

My vegetable tanned leathers are outstanding so I would have to agree. 

Butanben (2012-07-05 21:02:04)

Shanti, which oiled leather Filofax do you have?? Is the Malden in an oiled leather... ie more durable than the

Finsbury??? I need the larger ring size A5 really. My Finsbury Filo is holding up well, but is only a couple of

years old.Thanks for the info. xx

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-06 20:17:19)

I have the Kendal, which is amazingly resilient - and David Popely mentioned [1]here that the Richmond was very

similar. 

The Kendal A5 is still kicking about on e-Bay UK, usually in the brown though they did it in black as well, and

that has 30mm rings, a rear notepad pocket as well, it’s a very lovely binder IMO. 

The Malden isn’t in that type of leather, I’ve handled them in the shops a couple of times (oh boy does that sound

weird!!) and they’re completely different. 

1. 

http://philofaxy.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/free-for-all-friday-no-187.html?showComment=1340014582181#

c6352297284299781135
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Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-07-06 20:18:02)

D’oh, replied to thread not your post, hope you see this! Kendals ftw!! 

DanishGTD (2012-10-05 06:56:45)

What are the models or signs I can look for to get hold of a ”British made pre-1990 model”? 

Free For All Friday No 190 (2012-07-06 00:00) - Steve Morton

I was thinking the other day, how funny it is that a particular design or colour of Filofax personal organiser

suddenly becomes the ’must buy’ purchase just as it is being discontinued. 

It happened with the Finchley and more recently with the Chameleon. Twitter has been alive with people

looking for different Chameleons yet it has been around a couple of years. Why is this? 

But it’s also Friday so feel free to discuss anything Filofax related. Have a good weekend. 

Silver Elixir (2012-07-06 00:35:30)

I am thinking about a Personal Osterley in Plum for my next big purchase. I was wondering if anyone who has one -

in any colour - can tell me what they think of it. Is is a nice FIlofax? Is it user friendly and practical? And the rings -

are they 23-25mm or are they an inch? I have seen different specs in different places. It is the only model Filofax that

I really like at the moment - nothing else really catches my eye, but I am not able to get my hands on one before I buy. 

Ray Blake (2012-07-06 02:10:22)

In the words of Joni Mitchell: ’Don’t it always seem to go / That you don’t know what you’ve got till it’s gone?’

Steve Morton (2012-07-06 03:20:10)

To continue this theme... 

U2 - ’I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For’

Big Ring, Small Ring, Personal, A5 etc etc. 

Yes - ’I would have waited forever’

Slim A5 in Purple

Gerry Rafferty - ’Already Gone’

Baroque

Alanis Morissette - ’All I really want’

Chameleon, Finchley etc

Human League - ’Don’t you want me’

Apex! 

Steve

Steve Morton (2012-07-06 03:30:13)

Rolling Stones - You can’t always get what you want

Joe Jackson - You Can’t Get What You Want (Till You Know What You Want)

Purple Maldens in the USA

Alison (2012-07-06 03:39:37)

It’s on my wish list too :)

angela (2012-07-06 04:01:46)

I’ve done a blog post on it, which is due to go live on Tuesday if you’re still interested :) I have one and it really is

lovely. The rings, I’m pretty sure (though I haven’t measured), are 23mm. 

Basically: the Osterley personal in Plum is lush. The leather is so soft and supple (but I gave it a Nivea Creme

facial a few weeks after getting it so don’t know if that has had any impact on the leather) and I love the colour. :)

Laurie (2012-07-06 04:30:26)

Slim A5 in Purple: I feel like I HAVE been waiting forever!! 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-07-06 05:16:40)

The way people chop and change with their set-ups and binders, it surely has to be ’(I can’t get no) Satisfaction’

by The Rolling Stones! 
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Silver Elixir (2012-07-06 06:12:24)

@Angela I will definitely still be interested on Tuesday so I will be sure to check out your blog. I will keep in mind

the Nivea Creme idea - do you use Nivea Soft cream or is there another kind? 

lifeconsidered (2012-07-06 06:29:48)

My Personal Osterly (brown)just arrived a couple of weeks ago and I love it! The leather is soft and beautiful, it lays

flat immediately, and it seems to be more lightweight than the Cuban. The rings are an inch. Check out my blog entitled ”My Filofax Birthday” from last week’s Web Finds.I tried to be economical and find something cheaper, honest, 

I did. But sometimes there’s that one thing that just grabs you and you know you have to have IT, and nothing else. 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-07-06 06:46:53)

Don’t forget ’another one bites the dust’ (by Queen) for planner fail :)

fayk (2012-07-06 06:52:32)

I’m investigating getting a FF (or two) in an attempt to organise myself and my family and am looking for some

suggestions and advice please! 

Issue 1

I have heard of a family organiser lifestyle pack which sounds like it is just what I need but I cannot find a UK

2012 version? I can find a US version on the filofax us website but no uk equivalent? Am I just missing something

of has this been discontinued? 

Issue 2

I need to organise my life both at work and home - what do people here find is the best approach? A combined ff

that allows you to see the whole picture or a separate ff for each which allows more focus? 

Issue 3

Most of my work schedule is already in my outlook calendar however is not portable which is why I am debating

filofaxes. Any suggestions as to incorporating outlook calendar print outs rather than handwriting all the details

into a ff? E.g. what size ff, success stories or otherwise...? 

Thanks all. 

Butanben (2012-07-06 07:37:12)

@fayk. I am single and not a mum, but I find it impossible to keep separate work and home diaries. I find it is so

easy to double book a social event, when there is a work event otherwise.Major planner fail for me that way. One

life one diary works. I personally need to see the whole picture. I use an A5 planner with 30mm rings and the

Steve and Ray Time Management 5 line diary.... works perfectly for me. With a family the A5 Dodopad may

work for you, a column for each member of the family plus an events column?? 

Butanben (2012-07-06 07:45:01)

PS I don’t know the size of your family, but it is possible to combine several people’s appointments into the one

column. I use a dodopad for my work overview,as I teach, playground duties, homework set, clubs,etc etc during

the working day... but it can be useful for a family diary overview. Their website gives examples of how to use

your Dodopad.xx

fayk (2012-07-06 07:48:48)

Thanks Butanben- the dodopad looks promising because yes, it’s not just my life I need to see but everyone else’s

appointments too. I think I’m probably going to end up with one as not having any whole picture view is probably

one of the reasons why I’m struggling to stay on top of things at the mo. 

Tim (2012-07-06 07:48:49)

Issue 1 - Filofax introduced the Lifestyle Packs in Summer 2009. There was Family Organiser, City Dweller and

Travel Journal. They were not a success. Only the Travel Journal is still listed in the UK (in Pocket and Personal)

http://www.filofax.co.uk/lifestyle but you may find old stock around and if you wait - maybe on eBay. 

Search ”Lifestyle” here on Philofaxy for past posts. 
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Issue 2 - You’ll find lots on this topic here! Many people have one Filofax for work (say an A5) and another for

their private life (say a Personal or pocket size). Others believe in ”one life, one Filofax”. I work for myself in a

hospitality - so not a 9 to 5 lifestyle with work and non-work all mixed up. So one organiser is the only way for me! 

Issue 3 - Microsoft Outlook printouts in A5 are absolutely straightforward in daily, weekly or monthly format. 

Tweak the font size and page margins to fit best. Again, this topic has cropped up many times on Philofaxy. 

Butanben (2012-07-06 08:10:54)

@Fayak- I am sure that the Dodopad will work for you. It may take a bit of tweaking until you get it ”Your

way.” I use the back pages for notes and I have a second A5 Dodo for my weekly menu planner for the upcoming

week.I am trying hard to avoid any fridge waste whatsoever......my major ongoing yearly goal and resolution this year. 

fayk (2012-07-06 08:30:19)

Thanks Tim :)

Very sad to hear that the family organiser was not a success as I’d kind of been hoping I was overlooking it being

listed on the UK website what with being able to still find a US version. Butanben’s suggestion of the dodopad

is a good one though and I’ve been looking through their offerings. I found the perfect content for my ’family’

content in a family diary by mums office but its bound and not customisable at all :(

Yeah, my job and my home life resolutely refuse to compartmentalise neatly so I think its taken all of two posts to

convince me of the need to have it all in one! I guess I was thinking that I separating them would reduce how

much I was carrying around with me as I travel lots so will be lugging it around constantly... 

Ok, I shall play with Outlook when I get into the office and see what I can do - its not worked very well for me

before when trying to print at anything smaller than A4 but I am armed with lots more info now... 

Cheers! 

Tim (2012-07-06 09:09:45)

Hi Fayk - as long as your printer will take A5 paper (A4 spliced into two sheets), just alter your page size on MS

Outlook. For example: File> Page Setup> Weekly style> paper > Type = A5. Tweak margins to add a bit to

the left and take a bit off the right, et voila! Good luck! Tim

industrious housewife (2012-07-06 10:27:00)

Jotje was talking about hacking an Organised Mum diary soon and using that in a Filofax I believe. 

Filofreak (2012-07-06 11:57:31)

I’ve been looking for a compact Pennybridge for a wallet and can only find on Filofax UK. Does anyone know

another source for purchasing? I’ve tried all the usual suspects: pens and leather, etc. 

PaperMeister (2012-07-06 11:58:47)

Attention Pocket and Mini owners:

I am looking for a Mini with the biggest ring size possible. 

According to the Filfaxusa website, all mini’s only have a 1/2 inch (I think 19 mm) ring size. But on this website, 

they all are listed with a 3/4 (I think 23 mm) ring size. 

However, I also want a mini that is as compact as possible, so I actually don’t want the wallet pocket/zippered

part. 

Is there a Filofax that has a 3/4 inch ring size that actually fits in a pocket? If so, could you list it’s name? I’m

assuming this is going to be a ’vintage’ version or a Domino. 

Thanks in advance for your help! 

Steve Morton (2012-07-06 12:00:23)

Erin

Our

friends

at

City

Organiser

in

London

have

them

in

all

colours. 

Here’s

the

purple

one... 

http://www.cityorganiser.co.uk/acatalog/Compact-Pennybridge-Purple-b y-Filofax.html

Steve
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Steve Morton (2012-07-06 12:02:47)

I think we need to give Filofax USA a lesson in converting from metric (mm) to inches.. or just tell them to not

bother because they are always getting the sizes wrong! 

For a more definitive answer look here:

http://www.philofaxy.com/files/Filofax.pdf

Steve

Paul Taylor (2012-07-06 13:53:19)

I think I might be going back into the mists of time, but I’ll ask this one anyway. Does anyone have any info on

the ’Pimlico’ binders? I have just received a mint, opened-but-never-used, red Pimlico A5. All its inserts are dated

2002 - I can’t believe it’s really that old! But interestingly, the leather feels really thick and solid, much more like

the leather on my old Winchester from about 20 years ago. Can an old filo really be dated by the copyright dates

on its inserts? 

The other really amazing thing is that all the paper is fountain-pen friendly - I have one particular pen and ink

