
   
      
      
   

Sounds like a lot of fun. :-)

c86a8c44-0e01-11e1-a54a-000bcdcb5194 (2012-06-21 04:37:23)

Hi, this sounds fun - is there any chance of arranging a Scottish/Northern one? Will have to persuade Laurie!! 

Mags Rennie

Lostwithoutyou (2012-06-21 05:46:16)

Not sure if it’s just me but the menu and cafe 2 links don’t work for me. 

Steve Morton (2012-06-21 05:50:50)

Try now, they had changed the links on their site since I drafted the post! 

Steve

Laurie (2012-06-21 07:00:53)

Yes let’s definitely arrange a Scottish meetup! When I get my housing situation sorted out and get settled a little, I’ll post asking when and where we could meet up. 

I’d love to meet the Scottish Philofaxers! 

Free For All Friday No. 188 (2012-06-22 00:29) - Laurie

Solstice was this week, with the longest days in the northern hemisphere and the shortest days in the

southern hemisphere. I love the changing daylight hours, and I appreciate them that much more after

spending more than a year in the tropics with no seasonal variation in daylight hours at all–just 12 and

12 year round. I love the looooooong summer days! 

Speaking of changes, how has your Filofax usage changed lately? Have you recently changed sizes, formats

or tabbed sections? 

And as always on Fridays, feel free to discuss anything Filofax-related! 

robynlouise (2012-06-22 01:09:36)

Long time stalker, first time poster :)

I have two pocket Filos and one personal size Collins Debden planner. I must admit, I like the Collins better, and I have had it several years longer. It laid flat when I got it. 

I have heard a few people mention ”training” their Filo to lay flat. I have a Bond and a Finsbury. How do I get them to lay flat? Just leave them open on my desk for days at a time? Or do I need to weigh either side down? 

Will all Filos lay flat in time or am I fighting a losing battle? 

440



Yasmin (2012-06-22 01:20:44)

I was going to ask the same thing Robynlouise! I hear all this talk of training but don’t know how to do it. 

terriknits (2012-06-22 02:19:39)

This is pretty extreme, but this is how I got my personal Cuban Zip to lay flat. http://www.flickr.com/photos/terri royea/6421735543/in/set-72157626909217117 I did this two nights in a row and it worked. 

David Popely (2012-06-22 02:19:54)

The most difficult part of training the Malden, which mostly lies flat straight out of the box, is training the leather clasp ’thingy’ (it’s early, OK?) not to get in the way of the pen loop underneath it, or even the extreme right hand edge of the right hand pages. 

I find this quite annoying....ideas, anyone? ”Cut the clasp off” is not an option..... 

David Popely (2012-06-22 02:23:36)

Looks pretty sensible to me...... 

robynlouise (2012-06-22 02:31:49)

Oh good, I will find something heavy and give it a try over the weekend. 

Hannah J (2012-06-22 06:37:46)

Might be extreme (I’ve not done filofax training yet!). Can you use a bulldog paper clip to clip the clasp bit back overnight and see if that does anything? 

Gail (2012-06-22 07:00:16)

So how many Filofax do you own? 

I have 23! 

10 A5

11 Personal

2 Pocket

David Popely (2012-06-22 07:04:23)

@Hannah J I might try that, thanks for the idea.... 

Alison (2012-06-22 07:10:31)

So far i’ve got:

2 A5

4 Personal

5 Pocket

Flex A5, Slim and Pocket. 

I’ve managed to collect those in the space of a few of months :o

David Popely (2012-06-22 07:12:56)

One A5

Two Personal

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-06-22 07:21:39)

Has anyone seen this posted by City Organiser? 

http://www.cityorganiser.co.uk/pdf %20files/City %20Organiser %20Stock %20Availability %2021 %2006

%2012.pdf

It’s a list of Filofaxes coming to City Organiser later this year! It’s interesting to see the Purple Malden up there as though it’s a new release- is this the ’better quality’ version that Filofax are redoing because of quality control issues on the earlier version? 
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DEM (2012-06-22 07:36:27)

I train mine by weighing them down for a bit. I’ve heard that some people do this in stages...starting with lighter weight and adding weight as the days go by. I tend to just find the heaviest thing around and use that; placing a weight on each side of the open binder and leaving it like that for as long as I can. This, along with frequent use, has helped to train my binders to lay flat. 

Jotje (2012-06-22 07:39:21)

David, when I have my A5 Malden laying on my desk I just fold the clasp to the back so that the binder ”sits” on it. I agree that it tends to get in the way, but I’m not very bothered ... ;-)

Jotje (2012-06-22 07:41:47)

Same goes for the Personal Holborn in Wine. Wasn’t the Holborn discontinued alltogether????? 

DEM (2012-06-22 07:42:02)

I’ve got 13 (soon to be 14)

2 A5

8 Personal (soon to be 9)

2 Pocket

1 Mini

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-22 07:56:28)

I’ve got 10:

2 personal

2 compact

1 slimline

3 pocket

3 mini

Oh, that’s 11. Dammit. I need to do some more selling... 

Dawn (2012-06-22 08:38:45)

that explains why I had to send 3 x A5 purple Maldens back to FF uk, I didn’t know there was a problem with them, just thought I had been really unlucky. 

Romina (2012-06-22 08:48:18)

Good to hear they are reissuing the purple Malden. I hope we get the ”improved” version here in USA. I am loving my red compact Chameleon but i really want to get a Malden for 2013. 

industrious housewife (2012-06-22 08:52:54)

1 compact

1 pocket

2 personal

2 A5

Ooh, how did that happen?! :-D

My A5 Chameleon arrived this morning. It’s a lovely creature. 

Do you all have specific uses for all your Filofaxes? 

Steve Morton (2012-06-22 08:56:00)

Sorry pupils you have been counting your Filofax personal organisers incorrectly this morning.. 

and I am

surprised... 

You all need to go back to the lesson we gave on this subject back in Feb 2011 on [1]’Filofax Organisers - How Many Do You Own?’, 

By using that calculation method I’m sure you will agree that it just doesn’t sound anything like as scary as the numbers you are quoting above. 
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So you now have your homework for the weekend.... 

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2011/02/filofax-organisers-how-many-do-you-own.html

Steph (2012-06-22 09:02:37)

What has been the problem with the purple Maldens? 

DEM (2012-06-22 09:16:33)

Oopsie! So right. Sorry about that, Steve! 

Using our calculation, I actually have 3.5!!! That’s far less scary. Hmmmm...what to buy next?? 

LJ (2012-06-22 10:03:28)

Well, recently I have shipped some off to new homes to make space (that won’t last long) and now I have

approximately 12 Philofaxy’s ... that sounds so much more sane than 34 Filofax organisers... and we won’t

mention the ones that are on their way *ahem*... 

LJ (2012-06-22 10:05:55)

Hopefully not too much as I’ll be receiving mine on Monday... 

JJ Hitt (2012-06-22 10:10:00)

Gail: Go buy a Mini. You are incomplete. 

I dont even know how many personals I have. Somewhere over a dozen, three or four pockets, three minis and 2

A5’s. And an M2 for no good reason. 

Forever New (2012-06-22 10:52:57)

I got my black personal Finsbury to lay flat by bending the covers completely backwards and clothespinning them together for a few minutes. Then I removed some of the stiffness by rolling up the front and back covers, in turn. I did not change the finish/color – just brokedown some of that stiff cardboard inside the covers. It’s not nearly as

”floppy” as my Malden, but is a lot more flexibly and easy to use. 

kari Soursa (2012-06-22 11:01:06)

I have 3. 

1pocket

1personal

1 A5

Joey Quinton (2012-06-22 11:02:17)

I practice one life, one Filofax...an A5 Cuban. 

J (2012-06-22 11:06:36)

I’ve gotta say I’m with Joey- I only have one real Filofax (my Malden) but two if you count my Domino which hasn’t been used in over a year! 

Gail (2012-06-22 11:31:41)

Okay Steve, if I go off your calculations I think I have 8 ish. lol

JJ you are so right, I need a Mini and a A4. lol

Gail (2012-06-22 11:37:22)

Is there an actual directory of the shops (not online ones), that sell Filofaxes. I have looked online at Filofax UK

and they have a list of stockists but I have discovered it’s very outdated. 

Here’s where I have seen the Filofax...please feel free to add...actually will copy this list into my Filofax so when I am out and about I know what shops to go into. 

The Pen Shop
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WHSmiths

John Lewis

Staples

Paperchase

Tescos (tiny selection)

Jotje (2012-06-22 11:56:13)

City Organiser! 

Jotje (2012-06-22 11:58:56)

Apparently there were leather quality and ring mechanism problems. Wait! Ring problems? Noooooooooooo, 

that’s a new one! 

(ehum)

Jotje (2012-06-22 11:59:33)

Ah, who’s counting anyway .... 

;-)

David Popely (2012-06-22 12:10:41)

@Joey That’s my attitude too - the ’spare’ Personal is because I replaced it with the ochre Malden, the A5 was just a mistake! 

I’d be interested to hear about your setup...and how you find it carrying your A5 everywhere, which is why I use a Personal as my go-to binder. 

David Popely (2012-06-22 12:15:44)

Hi Gail

Other than City Organiser, I can’t think of any other suppliers. 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-22 12:22:15)

Ryman! 

http://www.ryman.co.uk/

Gail (2012-06-22 12:24:17)

Quite shocking that there’s just not enough stockists! 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-22 12:25:10)

Oh - and Debenhams! 

Doris (2012-06-22 12:37:54)

Sorry guys, but I won’t even go there! (: More for my sanity than anything else. 

Doris (2012-06-22 12:42:53)

For anyone who has the vintage models, which has the best (soft, supple, smooth) leather - Portland? Windsor? 

Winchester? etc. I’d like to consider one but not sure which would be best. Thanks in advance. 

Valerie (2012-06-22 12:47:16)

Hi Romina....I am in the US too and I have a purple Malden Personal on pre-order from Pens and Leather. 

Originally their stock was due in June 18 but that date has been revised to July 20th or thereabouts. I imagine it’s due to Filofax being behind schedule on production of the improved quality Malden. I’m trying to be patient, I just can’t afford the shipping fees to purchase from the UK unfortunately. 
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Jotje (2012-06-22 12:47:41)

Portland is just a tad softer than Kensington (which is already nice and soft!). The Portland leather feels so expensive and soft and tactile. I would expect that the Eton (which is made of lamb skin) would feel like the Portland (which is - as far as I know - not made of lamb skin). 

The portland is also available in a very deep green or burgundy red, though only in 23 mm. As one of my readers pointed out, the 30 mm Grand version is only available in black. However, if you are after fine leather and don’t care about huge rings, any Portland will fulfill your needs! 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-06-22 12:50:57)

House of Fraser

Selfridges

Jotje (2012-06-22 12:52:30)

David, basically it’s the same setup as in my Adelphi video (2 pages per day TM inserts), M02P with selfmade tabs and vertical WO2P, which will be replace by Organised Mum’s grid layout starting in August (that will

require another blogpost ...). 

I solved the carrying problem by A) using a huge bag (the Filofax Finchley tote bag, which I have used non-stop since the moment I got it in September 2011) and B) removing all the ”essential items” from my handbag, that -

truth be told - I never needed anyway. I started to feel stupid lugging around stuff for ”but-what-if’s”, when all I really needed was my Planner! 

Saffy (2012-06-22 12:59:31)

Anyone living near Bath there is a large selection at Woods the Stationers. http://www.woodsthestationers.co.uk/

Also walking around the little alley ways there were quite a few small independent stationery shops with older models of ”Filofax Personal Organisers” :)

Jotje (2012-06-22 12:59:35)

Dear Blogger, 

I’m prepared and willing to comply with your latest demands that require me to prove that I am not a robot (why you would think that I could be a robot to begin with is beyond me by the way, thank you very much!). 

What bothers me endlessly though, is that you also want to have living proof that I’m not visually impaired. I do wear glasses, and since you started to pester us with blurry pictures of random numbers, I made sure that I renew my prescription every other month (that was every three years before, so bigtime thank you from my optician). 

That still leaves the rather disturbing question of the insanely wacky and zigzaggy texts you present me with EVERY time I care to publish a comment. Surely, it would be sufficient if you could just use regular fonts that require no squeezing my (now tearing) eyes and blinking my eyelashes? 

I would also like to suggest that you would believe my proof of not being a machine once I complied with your odd rules. Instead of making me prove it all over again after 30 seconds (when I want to comment again). 

I love blogs. I do like to comment. I getting insane with the blurry number pictures and totally wacko non-words. 

Thank you. 

Gail (2012-06-22 13:13:40)

AMEN! 

I spent an obscene amount of money getting my eyes lazered 3 - 4 years ago and I struggle to see that hazy picture, and do they have to squish those letters together so tightly!!! 

Gail (2012-06-22 13:16:10)

Lucy, would you be so kind to tell me where abouts (what section) they are in Debenhams.....I have searched and searched but not come across any as of yet? 

Student...could you also tell me where in House of Frazer they are too please? 
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Saffy (2012-06-22 13:16:24)

Oh, so it is not just me then? Squinting at the screen to decipher the conjoined letters only to be told I was incorrect. I then resort to scrolling through them for an ’easy’ combination, aaarrrggghhh, ssssoooooooooo

annoying!!! 

And if all that isn’t enough, I have had my comments just disappear into thin air??? Not published, just gone!? 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-22 13:21:46)

I’ve noticed they’ve been getting more difficult to read just recently. So annoying! 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-22 13:24:18)

@Gail: I really couldn’t tell you! I know they sell them online and I’ve also seen them in a Debenhams shop a few years ago but I can’t for the life of me remember which section. Sorry! 

David Popely (2012-06-22 13:24:53)

Yes, that’s quite a bag! I really like the messenger bags from www.manhattanportage.com, but I think Mrs P

would *actually* kill me if I did..... 

David Popely (2012-06-22 13:28:11)

hi Saffy

I just can’t get on with Bath...the car parking is rubbish, and it always feels like Bristol’s rather superior-but-down-at-heel maiden aunt

David Popely (2012-06-22 13:32:28)

I’d like to add my ’Amen’ to this...I’m sick and tired of having to prove I’m not a machine EVRY time I want to leave a comment. If Blogger don’t sort this out, I’ll just have to stop commenting altogether - and I don’t want that. 

There are some VERY big and popular blogs on Blogger.....can’t they *together* make thi point to the idiots that manage Blogger and demand some respite for us poor commenters? 

Songbird68 (2012-06-22 13:44:34)

Hello Philofaxy Community! 

I’ve recently emerged from ’lurking’ and started posting, as I just ordered my first Filofax ever. I am a veteran of several prior Planner Fails, mostly Franklin Covey, and I realized it’s because they imposed their particular structure on me that I didn’t necessarily want - I love how Filos are so free-form, and therefore completely customizable. Plus the binders themselves are so incredibly beautiful, I seriously don’t know why I didn’t consider Filofax a serious option long before now. Maybe the prices scared me off, but I am finding deals, as you’re all aware of. 

I returned the A5 Domino I’d recently bought and decided to order a Personal Malden instead (Vintage Pink). 

I’m beside myself with excitement, planning all the ways I’m going to customize it. I can’t wait to do the dividers up with pretty craft paper. This is stuff I never did with my Franklin Planners, DayTimers, etc. (Maybe that was part of the problem!)

I do have one big question though: I notice many of you use 2 or more Filos at once. While I can see the

temptation to do so, especially for separating work/personal life, my big concern would be syncing up the diaries. 

How do you stay on top of that, and prevent double-booking, or missing something? 

I’m reading Julie Morgenstern books right now, and she strongly recommends the ”one life, one planner” approach, for the reason mentioned above. Which makes practical sense.... but not nearly as much fun. Ha. 

Happy to have discovered this community, and all the personal blogs & videos many of you have. I now have a new way to waste hours of time online, and I sense you all will be future Filo enablers for me too - just what I needed. ;-)

LJ (2012-06-22 13:47:09)

I so agree!!! The other thing is that sometimes I have really struggled to work out what on earth the random numbers 446



or letters are, and have been pretty sure that my guess is not correct, but it still goes through... it’s all a bit strange... 

Songbird68 (2012-06-22 13:50:22)

Another hearty ”amen” here! There really should be some way for those who already went to the trouble to set up a profile to be able to bypass this - we’ve already ”proved” ourselves, right? 

Steve Morton (2012-06-22 13:53:23)

OK let’s try it without but Google accounts only... 

Last time I turned it off there was a load of spam. 

Steve

David Popely (2012-06-22 13:54:02)

Anyone who lives in the UK and has to cope with the constant demand for arcane proofs of identity and address will tell you - we’re all guilty until proved innocent now. Not sure when that happened, but we are..... 

David Popely (2012-06-22 13:55:52)

@steve didn’t realise you could turn it on/off - there’s no intention to criticise you (only Blogger), and if there’ a spamfest, by all means turn it back on

Nellie (2012-06-22 14:04:30)

I adore Bath, lots of lovely independent shops. I also married Mr N there so have soft spot for it. 

Butanben (2012-06-22 14:08:03)

Gail, TK Maxx get quite a few in near to Christmas, at reasonable prices. Usually the lines which are being dis-continued. Try early to mid- December- for half price bargains. 

David Popely (2012-06-22 14:08:20)

I’d still recommend walking in from London. It’ll be quicker than parking your car in Bath......:)

Steve Morton (2012-06-22 14:28:23)

No it’s ok I realised that David.. but the only option we have is to turn it on or off, there’s nothing in between. 

Let’s see what happens now I’ve restricted it to Google accounts only. There have been problems with logging in with other accounts anyway. 

Dawn (2012-06-22 14:47:08)

The first two Maldens I sent back were really badly scratched and I mean really badly and the leather on the third was awful, unacceptable for such an expensive item, I don’t know how they got through quality control. LJ - I hope you get a good one. 

Frederique (2012-06-22 14:57:46)

Hi all, 

I am currently (and very happily) using a Metropol Slimline as my current filofax, but am constantly thinking of downsizing to a Pocket-sized filofax - but I really dislike the clasp/closing ”thingy” on most filofax, it’s always in the way ! (and yes, I’m right-handed)

So, pocket slimline ? Indeed. They exist (or have existed, briefly) ! 

For instance, I’d like to try a [1]Slimline Pocket Topaz, but can’t find any ”real” pictures of this thing ”in action”, anywhere. 

Does any of you have/use a Pocket Slimline ? If so, do you have pics and/or an opinion about it ? Please, say yes, or I’ll just have to buy the thing and write a review :)

1. http://www.pensandleather.com/filofax-topaz-pocket-slimline-organizer-red.aspx
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Frederique (2012-06-22 15:15:15)

Hrm, okay, I’ve just found [1]pics of a black slimline pocket Topaz, along with a ”Chronoplan” mini cousin (in which you can fit Filofax pocket-sized refills). Interesting : very slim, very ”pocket”, very chic, this topaz. ME

LIKEY. 

1. http://www.flickr.com/photos/51895210@N06/sets/72157624457118226/

Cazzle (2012-06-22 15:53:18)

I have happily called Bath my home for the last 5 years. Yes parking is a nightmare and it may not have the vast amount of shops Bristol has to offer, but it is a safe, beautiful and welcoming city that I am proud to call my home. :) Alison Reeves (2012-06-22 16:01:47)

I know this may seem an odd request - I’ve been in London all day so perhaps it’s not a good idea to post it so late. 

An anyone recommend a resource to help me with project management? A book, a blog or anything really? I’ve

had a very overwhelming couple of weeks - all my systems have broken down under the strain and things then slip through the net and don’t get done. 

By the way - I did my race for life - 3K in 50 mins - not bad with my old dodgy knees! Thanks again to everyone who sponsored me - I hope I did you proud! 

Romina (2012-06-22 16:05:36)

Hey Valerie, would you be willing share your thoughts on your purple Malden when you get it? Ive read some

comments about the leather being a bit drier that the other colors. I would love to hear your opinion! 

Romina (2012-06-22 16:07:44)

Please tell me i am not the only one addicted to Filofax Youtube vids! I think i search for new ones daily... 

So to everyone sharing vids, thanks so much!!! 

J (2012-06-22 16:20:17)

Gail, if you think there aren’t enough Filo stockists by you, come to the States! I promise, it’s way worse over here. There are only a few (and I live near Chicago, a large city) and the shops you do find them in typically only carry the Finsbury and a few Classics! 

J (2012-06-22 16:23:23)

I just commented before I read this post- I got so excited when I didn’t have to cycle through the stupid images to find one I can actually read! Thanks, Steve- let’s hope the spam monsters don’t attack! 

J (2012-06-22 16:26:28)

Hi Songbird, 

I follow the one life, one planner theory (or mentality, or whatever)! But to still make it fun and keep a separation between my work and personal life, they each have their own designated color (separate colors for appointments and to-dos). I actually use nine different colors for different aspects of my life right now, and it works amazingly well! I still use one planner, which keeps me sane, but I can keep everything separated which keeps me organized. 

Plus, looking at all the different colors every time I open my Filo (also a personal Malden) it makes me happy! :) kanalt (2012-06-22 16:32:25)

Does anyone know what the Boston will look like? Since it will be available in Compact (well, in the UK anyway –

I can only hope it will arrive in the US at some point), I’m curious. 

Gail (2012-06-22 16:34:03)

Just discovered Journal 10 this week and ordered one this evening. Has anyone had experience with it, would of loved these pages in a Filofax format. I turned one of my A5 into a5 year Diary, it was a lot of work but it worked for a while. 

https://secureshop.co.uk/epages/950002541.sf/sec850451cc33/?ObjectPa th=/Shops/950002541/Categories
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industrious housewife (2012-06-22 16:47:19)

City Organiser’s Facebook feed had a photo of the Boston today. 

Saffy (2012-06-22 17:09:21)

David, LOL. You sound like my husband, even though we have only visited Bath on a few occasions it drives him crazy that we seem to spend forever trying to find a park. Mind you, he goes mad trying to find a park at our local Sainsbury’s. 

Cazzle, despite the parking it really is a beautiful city and I am hoping to take my sister there when she visits in August. 

industrious housewife (2012-06-22 17:12:03)

Hi Songbird. I was very interested in the One Life, one Filofax approach, but found that I wanted to separate some things out. 

The key is to not duplicate too much info. My ’diary’ is in my personal Malden, along with my to do lists, project plans, ’101 things in 1001 days’ lists and addresses. 

My A5 Domino is my Household and Food Filo, and I use a Dodopad in it to meal plan. I can have my diary open in front of me to check who’s home for dinner, make something quick the night we get in late etc. and plan for it without messing up my strictly appointments only diary with meal plans, to dos etc. I’m also adding a lot of recipes and reference info to this Filo, which would be very excessive in a ’One Life One Filo’ approach. 

Today I’ve received my lovely new A5 Chameleon which will be used as a Journal/log. Before I downsized to

the Personal Malden for my diary, I’d tried to maximise my A5 with a day per page diary with the intention of detailed planning + logging info but found it too messy and made it difficult to visualise the week. But I still need to make a log of lots of info, my daughters sleeping pattern and any allergic reactions I’m getting for instance, so I’ve bought the Chameleon for this specific purpose. I’m also going to use it for ’Journalling’, or brain splurge as I call it. :-D

So between these three, very little is duplicated. 

I use a compact Pennybridge as my purse and this does have a month per page, but I sync this regularly. 

A Filofax is a ring binder, you can use as many or as little of the inserts as you need for your own purposes, it doesn’t *have* to contain a calendar. 

DEM (2012-06-22 18:23:10)

I say, Buy and Write a review! ;-)

DEM (2012-06-22 18:30:25)

Wonderful! Great accomplishment. Congrats! 

DEM (2012-06-22 18:31:55)

Nope, you are not alone. 

Valerie (2012-06-22 19:41:37)

Romina, I wouldn’t mind a bit. I have a Vintage Pink Malden in the A5 size and the leather is quite nice. Soft, smooth and glossy. It will be interesting to see if the purple leather has the same qualities or if it’s different. I will let you know. 

mstraat (2012-06-22 19:43:40)

They are on markdown at Pens and Leather, so maybe the price cut would pay for international shipping. They have black, brown, and [1]this is the red one

1. http://www.pensandleather.com/filofax-topaz-pocket-slimline-organizer-red.aspx

SNARLing: (2012-06-22 20:46:04)

hey frederique. i have a pocket slimline topaz and out of my 20 or so filofaxes (yup that;s right i said FILOFAXES) it’s still one of my faves:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/aliceklar/sets/72157625802266574/
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i say, GET IT. apparently there are supposed to be a couple more - the regency and boston coming out - i think? 

i wrote it down in my filo (currently in the compact chameleon again) i got it at a GREAT price from p &l -

better thn what they have on offer now... which makes me think there are definitely in demand and there will definitely be more in that size range. i also wanted that chronoplan (up up and away’s photostream - ?) but not sure that i wanted to pay that much for it. the pocket paz is awesome as even if it only has 11mm rings, the back has a 1/3 full lwngth pocket which can fit a moleskine cahier if you trim the back a bit... definitely, GET IT

Doris (2012-06-22 20:46:06)

Thanks Jotje. I have read and seen raves about the Portland as well, think you blogged about it right? I don’t need the Grand, and hopefully find a color other than black. 

SNARLing: (2012-06-22 20:48:07)

aww man. my coment was eaten. basically, i have one:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/aliceklar/sets/72157625802266574/

and GET IT! one of my faves out of the 20 or so that i have. even if i don’t use it all the time, LOVE that one GET IT

SNARLing: (2012-06-22 20:48:46)

shoot. looka there. double comments. GET IT GET IT GET IT heh heh

Hannah C. (2012-06-22 20:56:20)

I don’t have experience with that particular one, but I use a small 5 year journal I found at Barnes and Noble called ”One Line A Day.” Actually, I use two, one for me and one for my daughter. I’ve had them for almost a year and I love them! Blogged about them here: http://bluebonnetreads.wordpress.com/2012/04/14/how-i-journal/

Hannah C. (2012-06-22 21:02:12)

I’ve recently switched to a larger format - traded calendar pages with my mom, as she had Franklin Covey Classic 2ppd and I had Franklin Covey Compact/Personal size ppd. So now I am using a Franklin Covey binder (I

know, blasphemy!) as the hole arrangement is different that Filofax, and being in the US, the Franklin Covey arrangement is so much more common. I have discovered that I *love* the larger format, though, and since I have an A5 red Domino, I can switch to Filofax pages if I want next year. 

I haven’t yet decided what role my imperial purple personal Finchley should play now - any suggestions? I have found that having one main binder works well for me, and while I know an archive binder is doable, I’m not

certain a specialized binder would work... Though I am using my pocket Domino as a work binder, it has a very specific purpose (basically to take notes at work) and therefore isn’t a problem right now. And even then, I’m considering not using it anymore and just having a notepad or something. 

Joey Quinton (2012-06-22 22:42:14)

@David....I will blog about my contents in my A5 Cuban everyday carry this week and will include many pictures. 

Check about midweek at http://josephdavidquinton.typepad.com. 

Joey Quinton (2012-06-22 22:49:17)

Wonderful thoughts, Jotje! 

Joey Quinton (2012-06-22 23:05:37)

As I have previously stated, I practice the ”one life, one Filofax” philosophy. I like all of my lists, to dos,calendars, etc. to be in one place where the information is easily accessible. My Cuban and I are very compatible and I will replace him only when, and if, he wears out. Having said that, I will be purchasing two new Filofaxes prior to Christmas. I plan to get my wife an A5 Purple Malden, as one of her Christmas gifts, and I plan to purchase myself a Pocket Ochre Malden to use as a wallet. 

Joey Quinton (2012-06-22 23:15:04)

I love, love, love Filofax videos on YouTube. I have watched Jotje’s A5 Adelphi video dozens and dozens of times because I love the Adelphi and I love Jotje’s accent! I also love Imy (who doesn’t) and Joshua LaPorte....who 450



sometimes has my wavering on the edge of abandoning my A5 for a Personal! 

LJ (2012-06-23 00:05:39)

I went into a fabulous little stationer’s on my last visit to Bath in one of the side streets, and the lady in there was amazing, and as filo and paper obsessed as the rest of us. I went into one of the bigger stationer’s on one of the main streets and they had a good selection, but seemed to have no interest at all - I know which one I’ll be visiting next time :o)

Cindy (2012-06-23 00:34:44)

Ha ha! I don’t know which I love more–Jotje’s amazing Adelphi set up or her lovely accent! 

Frederique (2012-06-23 04:18:31)

Okay, okay, I’m getting your message, SNARling :) Thank you for the pics, also ! I was more or less convinced already, it’s just the price tag that seems a bit much, but the ”rarity” factor might make me take the plunge. 

Still, I’m confused about the ring size : P &L says ”six 1/2” rings”, and you say it has 11mm rings. But filofaxusa says a chameleon compact has ”6 rings of 1/2””, and filofax.fr says the same compact has 15mm rings. So, does this topaz have 11 or 15mm rings? 

I guess it’s a mistake on the P &L website, and that this slimline pocket topaz has 11mm rings indeed. Which is the same as the slimline metropol I’m currently using, so I guess I could cope. 

Oh, I’m still debating with myself over ring sizes... (And I have so many spare paper and accessories with the personal size that it seems a waste to switch to a smaller format...)

Okay, must reboot brain. 

Frederique (2012-06-23 04:23:20)

Said brain exploded: the pocket slimline Boston is already available at Cityorganiser.co.uk : in black, ultra-violet and [1]pink. So there IS a demand for this format, indeed ! 

(No pics of the inside, though...)

1. 

http://www.cityorganiser.co.uk/acatalog/Pocket-Slimline-Boston-Black-by-Filofax---incl. 

-2012---2013-contents.html

Jotje (2012-06-23 04:28:53)

;-)

DEM (2012-06-23 10:55:53)

It sounds like you really want one....;-)

Alison (2012-06-23 15:12:14)

Ok need to add two more A5, oops :)

Songbird68 (2012-06-23 16:02:54)

Not only are you not alone in your YouTube Filofax addiction, I’ve gone a step further and set up a Google Alert for ”Filofax”. I get results daily in my inbox. Heaven. :)

Steve Morton (2012-06-23 16:15:48)

Word of caution about Google Alerts... it’s quite slow at picking up on some blog post updates, it can also send you to loads of sites that just advertise Filofax goods for sale. 

That’s why I developed ’Gromit’ to help me find blog posts a lot quicker than they appear on Google. 

I still use Google Alerts but only as a back up to ’Gromit’. 
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Web Finds - 23 June 2012 (2012-06-23 00:00) - Steve Morton

So it is now time to grab some light refreshment of your choice including plenty of liquid refreshment and

sit and enjoy for an hour or so..... yes a long list, you can blame Gromit for that! 

1. [1]Competition for all Philofaxy readers - Filofax Sagas. 

2. [2]I designed my own diary for 2013 - Paper Pens Ink

3. [3]review: filofax amazona almond personal - Paper Lovestory

4. [4]My Flex-able Friends!! - Filo Obsessed

5. [5]Filofax: Am I ready to go Pocket? - Vanjilla

6. [6]Hubby’s Filofax Ranger - It’s My Life

7. [7]Wouldn’t a collaboration between Filofax and Cath Kidston be great.... - Angel Jem’s City

Cottage

8. [8]DIY Filofax Diary Refill - Bunnies in Blazers

9. [9]The Thing With The Chameleon... - Vanjilla

10. [10]Sorry - My life in words

11. [11]Passport dilemma solved! - Krista’s Filo

12. [12]your filofax week! (week #8) - Paper Lovestory

13. [13]The Virtual Filofax - Filomaniac

14. [14]My new set of Filofax dividers - My Life All in One Place

15. [15]A5 Zipped Holborn - The Purple Pen of Doom

16. [16]Finsbury Compact review and set-up - My Once Upon the Moon

17. [17]How To Make A Divider Pocket. - It’s My Life

18. [18]Changes and Additions to my Mini! - Kirsten Becoming

19. [19]Filofax Makeup Refills - Bunnies in Blazers

20. [20]Oh glorious purple slimline, come to thee . . . - All Things Stationery

21. [21]An Embarrassment of Riches - Filebox of Filofax Inserts - Sense of Gravity

22. [22]Filofax and Goals/Planning!! - Filo Obsessed

23. [23]Flex by Filofax (First Edition) - Janas Book Look

24. [24]The Creativity of Getting Things Done - GTD Times

25. [25]Big decisions, help! - Krista’s Filo

26. [26]Filofax Capri Mini: Class act to be sure. - The Crazy Suburban Mom

27. [27]To buy or not to buy... that is the question? Pen to Paper

28. [28]News on the Baroque and reviews of random stationery! - Belzira’s corner

29. [29]Filofax or it didn’t happen - Josanne
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30. [30]Filofax Week #25 - It’s Just Hazel

31. [31]Philofaxy Web Finds for 16 June 2012 - Joseph David Quinton

32. [32]It started with a kiss... - Paper Pens Ink

33. [33]Innere Werte (2) - Filomaniac

34. [34]GTD sucks for creative work. Here’s an alternative system - Dave Lee

35. [35]Low-Key Passion: The Third Philofaxy NYC Meet-Up - Well Planned Life

36. [36]Mid-Year Tweak (You Knew it Was Coming&) - The Zeitgeist of Zoe

37. [37]Review of Keel’s Simple Diary - We really didn’t need another filofax blog! 

38. [38]Making photographic dividers at home for your Filofax - My Life All in One Place

39. [39]The Envelope System - Filofax Style - Lady Tamlynn

40. [40]Neuheiten 2012 (12): Boston - Filomaniac

41. [41]A very special gift :) - Filo Obsessed

42. [42]Jazzing Up My Filofax - Lady Tamlynn

43. [43]i love my filofax! - La BelleVita

44. [44]L is for& Lamys, Letters and Luckiness. - Four Words, Four Worlds

45. [45]A5 Chameleon - It’s My Life! 

46. [46]My New’ Filofax - The PostGrad Mama

47. [47]making filofax notepaper pretty - Paper Lovestory

48. [48]Filofax – as a Personal Diary - Filofit

49. [49]Filofax Sale! (now for real) - Lime Tree

50. [50]Filofax Blog of the Week: Filo-Manie - My Life All in One Place

51. [51]Filofax Dilemma!!! - Filo Obsessed

52. [52]What is coming out when? - City Organiser (pdf file)

53. [53]What’s the first thing you see when you open your Filofax? - Filofax Love

54. [54]Tune in to the Midwest Filofax Meetup! - The Crazy World of J

55. [55]Finishing while filofaxing - Girl in Maths

56. [56]Playing Musical Filofaxes - The Crazy Suburban Mom

• Your blog post could appear here next week if we missed you this time around. Email us the details

and we will include it if we can. 

• We can’t guarantee people will read your posts, but we know there is a higher chance of people

reading your posts and returning to read other posts if you make them interesting with pictures

and good hints and tips. Don’t forget to give your posts a title... 

And here is this weeks Video Finds
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IFRAME: [57]http://www.youtube.com/embed/b7XMFvmiclw?rel=0

IFRAME: [58]http://www.youtube.com/embed/c-Ikh6Vuzro?rel=0

This weeks web finds have been brought to you with the assistance of my sophisticated machine that I

call Gromit. He’s slightly more up to date than the character you see in the following videos... 

IFRAME: [59]http://www.youtube.com/embed/6cxAuU5nReU?rel=0

Enjoy

1. http://filofaxsagas.blogspot.fr/2012/06/competition-for-all-philofaxy-readers.html

2. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/06/i-designed-my-own-diary-for-2013.html

3. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/06/review-filofax-amazona-almond-personal.html

4. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/06/my-flex-able-friends.html

5. http://vanjilla.blogspot.fr/2012/06/filofax-am-i-ready-to-go-pocket.html

6. http://gailwheatley.blogspot.fr/2012/06/hubbys-filofax-ranger-most-of-you-may.html

7. http://angeljemscitycottage.blogspot.fr/2012/06/wouldnt-collaboration-between-filofax.html

8. http://preppybunny.wordpress.com/2012/06/17/diy-filofax-diary-refill/

9. http://vanjilla.blogspot.fr/2012/06/thing-with-chameleon.html

10. http://wordsofmywholelife.blogspot.fr/2012/06/sorry.html

11. http://kristasfilo.blogspot.fr/2012/06/passport-dilemma-solved.html

12. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/06/your-filofax-week-week-8.html

13. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/06/der-virtuelle-filofax.html

14. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/06/my-new-set-of-filofax-dividers.html

15. http://jarfm.com/?p=241

16. http://myonceuponthemoon.blogspot.fr/2012/06/finsbury-compact-review-and-set-up.html

17. http://gailwheatley.blogspot.fr/2012/06/how-to-make-divider-pocket.html

18. http://kirstenbecoming.blogspot.fr/2012/06/changes-and-additions-to-my-mini.html

19. http://preppybunny.wordpress.com/2012/06/18/filofax-makeup-refills/

20. http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.fr/2012/06/oh-glorious-purple-slimline-come-to.html

21. http://senseofgravity.blogspot.fr/2012/06/i-organized-all-of-my-miscellaneous.html

22. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/06/filofax-and-goalsplanning.html

23. http://janasbooklook.blogspot.fr/2012/06/flex-by-filofax-first-edition.html

24. http://www.gtdtimes.com/2012/06/19/the-creativity-of-getting-things-done-part-one/

25. http://kristasfilo.blogspot.fr/2012/06/big-decisions-help.html

26. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/06/filofax-capri-mini-class-act-to-be-sure.html

27. http://justjennypentopaper.blogspot.fr/2012/06/to-buy-or-not-to-buy-that-is-question.html

28. http://belzira.blogspot.com/2012/06/news-on-baroque-and-reviews-of-random.html

29. http://josanne.nl/2012/06/18/filofax-or-it-didnt-happen/

30. http://itsjusthazel.blogspot.fr/2012/06/filofax-week-25.html

31. http://josephdavidquinton.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/06/philofaxy-web-finds-for-16-june-2012.html

32. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/06/it-started-with-kiss.html

33. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/06/innere-werte-2.html

34. http://heydave.org/post/24286720323/gtd-sucks-for-creative-work-heres-an-alternative

35. http://wellplannedlife.blogspot.fr/2012/06/low-key-passion-third-philofaxy-nyc.html

36. http://thezeitgeistofzoe.wordpress.com/2012/06/20/mid-year-tweak-you-knew-it-was-coming/

37. http://notanotherfilofaxblog.blogspot.fr/2012/06/review-of-keels-simple-diary.html

38. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/06/making-photographic-dividers-at-home.html

39. http://ladytamlynn.blogspot.fr/2012/06/envelope-system-filofax-style.html

40. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/06/neuheiten-2012-12-boston.html

41. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/06/very-special-gift.html

42. http://ladytamlynn.blogspot.fr/2012/06/jazzing-up-my-filofax.html

43. http://rahmahtalib.blogspot.fr/2012/06/i-love-my-filofax.html

44. http://fourwordsfourworlds.wordpress.com/2012/06/20/l-is-for-lamys-letters-and-luckiness/

45. http://gailwheatley.blogspot.fr/2012/06/a5-chameleon.html
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46. http://postgradmama.wordpress.com/2012/06/22/my-new-filofax/

47. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/06/making-filofax-notepaper-pretty.html

48. http://filofit.wordpress.com/2012/06/21/filofax-as-a-personal-diary/

49. http://limetreefruits.blogspot.fr/2012/06/filofax-sale-now-for-real.html

50. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/06/filofax-blog-of-week-filo-manie.html

51. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/06/filofax-dilemma.html

52. http://www.cityorganiser.co.uk/pdf%20files/City%20Organiser%20Stock%20Availability%2021%2006%2012.pdf

53. http://filofaxlove.wordpress.com/2012/06/22/whats-the-first-thing-you-see-when-you-open-your-filofax/

54. http://thecrazylifeofj.blogspot.fr/2012/06/tune-in-to-midwest-filofax-meetup.html

55. http://girlinmaths.wordpress.com/2012/06/22/finishing-while-filofaxing/

56. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/06/playing-musical-filofaxes.html

57. http://www.youtube.com/embed/b7XMFvmiclw?rel=0

58. http://www.youtube.com/embed/c-Ikh6Vuzro?rel=0

59. http://www.youtube.com/embed/6cxAuU5nReU?rel=0

Steph (2012-06-23 01:36:58)

So many this week. Can’t wait to sit and read them all. Way better than the news paper. Thanks Steve. 

Jotje (2012-06-23 02:00:41)

Who added the line ”(You really must include this one Steve)” to my post??????? 

Steve Morton (2012-06-23 02:08:18)

Naughty Gromit.... now removed!!!!!!! 

LJ (2012-06-23 02:37:39)

Ha ha ha!!! 

LJ (2012-06-23 02:38:39)

Just finished reading them all - and I now have a nice big list of follow up actions :o) Thanks for another great selection

Alison (2012-06-23 02:54:30)

Thanks for adding me 4 times, wow i’ve been busy this week :o

Another great list, thanks you so much for my morning’s entertainment :)

Jotje (2012-06-23 04:24:05)

Sounds like Gromit might be a fan ... LOL! 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-23 08:13:35)

Woo Hoo....I love Web Finds Saturday!!! 

Femke (2012-06-23 08:35:11)

Wow that is a lot! Thanks, Steve (and Gromit!). 

Angel Jem (2012-06-23 10:49:44)

Love your Gromit clip.... I hope England have such a clever goalie tomorrow! 

Angel Jem (2012-06-23 10:53:24)

And can I interest you in a tin of reconstituted pork meat.... Or would that be Spam? ;-)

Cracking list.... Kept me busy all day! 
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Lady Tamlynn (2012-06-23 12:17:16)

Thanks for including my video and blog posts :-). 

I love the Saturday Web Finds. 

Ray Blake (2012-06-24 01:53:50)

Cracking links, Gromit. I don’t know how viable this is but is there any chance of showing whose videos these are in the post? 

Steve Morton (2012-06-24 05:18:41)

Hi Ray

They came off of a You Tube search, but I think the first one is Lady Tamlynn one of our regular bloggers, the other one I’m not sure about. I will go back and add the names, may be later today just off out for the afternoon. 

But I will add the names on them from now on. 

Steve

Barry Galvin (2012-06-24 06:55:33)

Hi Steve, 

Many thanks indeed for including my new blog on your list. I do look forward to reading mini-sagas from the Filofax fans! :) Take care, Barry. 

3rd New York Meet Up - Full Report (2012-06-23 08:39) - Nan

Thanks to [1]Susan’s organizational skills, philofaxers from New York (and Boston) met for a 3rd time

on 3rd Avenue in Manhattan’s Midtown East. We had a good mix of old faithfuls and brand-new faces:

Susan, Sheila, Pat, Jenna, Michele, Raquel, and Nan. 

We spent an hour or so in Sam Flax, checking out not only Filofax organizers and Flex by Filofax, but

also Kate Spade organizers and lots of cool gift items. The Personal, Compact, and Pocket were the

popular sizes of the day, and everyone was captivated by colors, notably a bright orange Metropol (I

think) that Pat took home for her daughter. Susan and Michelle were pining for the Osterley, but there

were none in stock. 

I was looking for a change from the red Finsbury I’ve been using for a few years, and found a stunning

steel-blue* Cuban that, once I had in my hands, I could not bear to put back in the display case. 

Then we retreated to our usual restaurant, [2]Le Pain Quotidien, for their delicious sandwiches, baked

goods, and other light dishes. After dinner, I brought out some [3]Blue Bear items that someone sent me

a few years ago when she decided to stop using 6-ring organizers. Happily, some of them have found new

homes. There’ll be more next time! 

Yes, we did make a pile. I didn’t take photos myself, but we had plenty of photographers, including a

professional one, so I expect we’ll see some pictures soon! 

Here’s a [4]link to Susan’s blog entry about the meet up (with pictures!). 

According to [5]www.filofax.co.uk, the color is called Ink. 

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2010/08/reader-under-spot-light-susan.html

2. http://www.lepainquotidien.com/

3. http://www.morninggloryus.com/OnlineStore/tabid/58/Default.aspx?keyword=Blue+Bear

4. http://wellplannedlife.blogspot.fr/2012/06/low-key-passion-third-philofaxy-nyc.html

5. http://www.filofax.co.uk/store/organiserdetails.asp?sizeId=3&rangeId=119&dsizeId=3

Steve Morton (2012-06-23 13:44:30)

Thanks for the report Nan. I don’t know many of the names, may be they comment under different names. 

We are all getting just a little excited about the next London meet up. All places allocated in about 20 minutes yesterday! 
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Also following the Mid West Meet Up on Twitter at the moment. 

JohnofJenkins (2012-06-23 17:49:25)

I looked at the UK website and the price of the Cuban is 68 pounds. I added 20 pounds for postage ( 88 pounds) which comes to $136.27 AUD. The price of the Cuban in Filofax Australia, is $229 + postage. I generally buy from Pens and Leathers - which is where I bought my Cuban personal. 

Nan (2012-06-23 21:09:36)

Wow

what a price difference! It’s definitely better for you to import the Filofax than to buy it locally. Are there any tariffs added when you import? I bought the Cuban for $99 US at Sam Flax, which is the same price as from Filofax USA. I had to pay New York sales tax, which is probably a little more than shipping would have been. 

(Filofax USA has pretty good deals on domestic shipping.)

JohnofJenkins (2012-06-23 23:04:06)

No no import tariff but the Australian prices are just off the scale at the moment - I also buy refills from either the UK or USA rather than pay Australian Prices. I loved reading about your get together. We are just too spread apart fro that it happen here and I should imagine that I would be one of a very, very few (if any) that would use a Filofax in this part of Australia. 

kanalt (2012-06-24 12:44:08)

Great report, Nan! And thanks for the link to mine. 

For anyone interested in future NYC meet ups, the next one will be some time in the fall. Watch Philofaxy for any news on that front as the summer ends. 

Filofax Pocket Size Week Per View to download (2012-06-24 00:00) - Steve Morton

Ray recently posted a new layout in Personal size that was inspired by Filofax’s Cotton Cream Week-on-

two-pages. He is now releasing a version in Pocket size. 

Weekend days are afforded as much respect as those in the working week, while each week’s layout begins

with a ’This Week’ space for notes and all-week items (for tracking habits perhaps?)

You can download this layout as a prepared set or you can download the source files to adapt the design

for yourself. 

[1]

Pre-prepared sets

You can download the 2012 set as a [2]Word file or as a [3]PDF file. 

You can download the 2013 set as a [4]Word file or as a [5]PDF file. 

Print this double-sided. If you have a duplex printer, set it to flip on the short edge. If you don’t then
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you’ll have to print odd-numbered pages and then refeed to print the even-numbered pages on the reverse. 

You might have to experiment to find out how to refeed the paper. 

On one side of each sheet you’ll find crop marks. Use a craft knife and a steel ruler to release the Pocket pages and punch them. The templates are set up with mirrored gutters to accommodate the holes. 

If using the PDF be sure to set it to print at full size as explained [6]here. 

Source files

You can also roll your own using our source files. You’ll need [7]this Word file and [8]this Excel file. 

If you want to know how to go about using the source files, [9]this post will help you. 

1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-nMx7oizOQSI/T9nebNHLVkI/AAAAAAAALzA/jTTJV9V2mQQ/s1600/ccpock.gif

2. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Pocket%20week%20to%20view%20cc/2012%20merged%20Pocket%20Pocket%20Enhanced%

20CC%20Week%20View.docx

3. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Pocket%20week%20to%20view%20cc/2012%20merged%20Pocket%20Pocket%20Enhanced%

20CC%20Week%20View.pdf

4. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Pocket%20week%20to%20view%20cc/2013%20merged%20Pocket%20Pocket%20Enhanced%

20CC%20Week%20View.docx

5. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Pocket%20week%20to%20view%20cc/2013%20merged%20Pocket%20Pocket%20Enhanced%

20CC%20Week%20View.pdf

6. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/help-pdf-files-print-slightly-smaller.html

7. 

http://http//philofaxy.com/inserts/Pocket%20week%20to%20view%20cc/Pocket%20Pocket%20Enhanced%20CC%

20Week%20View%20base.docx

8. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Pocket%20week%20to%20view%20cc/DatesSourceFilo_WOTP_CC_Pocket.xlsx

9. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.com/2012/02/download-source-files-for-new-personal.html

Leslie Pauley (2012-06-24 17:17:11)

Any tips on printing to letter sized paper? (8.5x11)

Steve Morton (2012-06-25 06:37:59)

Just select your page size, but do not scale the page. I think that should work. 

Filofax Holiday Essentials Challenge (2012-06-24 06:00) - Steve Morton

Filofax UK (SlamPR) have set several bloggers a Holiday Essentials Challenge. I have entered the

challenge on behalf of Philofaxy. 

In the post this week came my briefing document and three shiny new Filofax personal organisers. A

Metropol, a Domino and a Swift. 
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[1]

With these three Filofax personal organisers I’ve been set the task of creating three ’mood boards’ with a

’holiday essentials’ theme in mind. 

I’ve never done anything quite like this before, so there was a bit of head scratching and deep thought

required as to what other items to choose to go with each organiser. 

With a bit of help from Alison (the hand of Philofaxy!) we managed to make a suitable list and gather

things together for me to photograph them on a suitable plain background. 

I then spent most Saturday afternoon cropping the photos and assembling the three images that I need

to send off to Slam PR this week. Once they have received all of the images they will be uploading them

from 3rd July - 16th July on to the [2]Filofax Facebook page for all Filofax fans to see and enjoy. 

When mine are posted on Facebook, I will of course share them with you here as well... I know not

everyone has a Facebook account.. 

And some time in the week beginning 16th July I will run a small quiz/competition to win one of the

Filofax personal organisers I’ve used for the photo shoot. They are back in their original packing and

have a full set of inserts untouched in each one. 

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-dA5qqnqtS-8/T-YviC2GUYI/AAAAAAAAL3Y/z-q2CDY9QRQ/s1600/post.jpg

2. https://www.facebook.com/filofax

Alison Reeves (2012-06-24 06:36:39)

How exciting - I’m looking forward to seeing your photo’s Steve - I bet they look great! Will be interesting to see the different ’takes’ bloggers will have on this challenge! 

LJ (2012-06-24 07:02:04)

Cool - can’t wait to see the pics :o)

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-24 08:57:15)

Very nice...I cannot wait to see your submission as well as the other submissions....I think we are in for a real visual treat! 

Alison (2012-06-24 09:00:21)

Looking forward to seeing your photos :)

Romina (2012-06-24 09:10:30)

How cool!! Mood boards are so neat and adding Filofax to the mix just adds to the awesome of it all :)
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Clareio (2012-06-24 09:56:19)

I’m certain that the picture on the right is a Swift, Sage is just the colour! 

I have a small post about my (pocket) swift on my blog! 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-06-24 11:58:01)

I can’t wait either!! 

Tracy

kanalt (2012-06-26 05:42:15)

I hope I’m don’t sound stupid, but am I the only one who doesn’t know what a mood board is? 

Nan (2012-06-26 10:41:23)

I don’t. I’m guessing it’s something like a collage. 

Steve Morton (2012-06-26 11:23:54)

That’s how I’ve presented them! They did send us an example of one which was like a collage

Nan’s 2012 Midyear Setup : Work (2012-06-24 11:03) - Nan

After sticking to a rather dull routine for a couple of years, I’ve started changing things again. For a

long time, I used 3 Finsburys: Black A5 for work (DPP, supplemented by A5 spiral notebooks); Red

Personal (also DPP) as my wallet and personal organizer; Turquoise Pocket (2DPP) for diet and exercise

records. I’ve already tweaked things a couple times this year, but in keeping with my standard rule of only changing my system once every 6 months, I’ve settled on a setup that I will use for the 2nd half of 2012. 

After all, July 1 is a new year of sorts, isn’t it? It’s when academic year planners typically begin! 

Today I’ll start with my Work A5:

I found I really wasn’t making full use of the DPP business diary. Some days had nothing written on the

page. Yet it was the DPP diary that was keeping me in the boring Black Finsbury with its 1.25” rings. 

I barely had room for the diary, A-Z tabs, and a few pages of notes. I switched to Wo2P (the vertical

format for appointments) and could finally start using the beautiful Cherry Classic that I’d bought at the

New York Meet Up in 2011 and I’d be able to organize my work better with tabs. 

So far, this is working out really well. I have the diary first, with the following tabs:

Daily: The quick to-do list I jot down first thing in the morning after reviewing all my projects. These

are things that really need to be done on that particular day; certain phone calls made; work handed in; 

forms filled out. I use salmon lined paper in this section. 

Projects: One To-Do page labeled at the top for each project. Additional pages of notes and To-Do pages

go behind it. The tasks I record here often have multiple steps; the Daily lists are where I break down the individual steps. For example, one Project step might be ”get contract signed,” a task that may involve

several phone calls and emails, spread over a number of days. 

Meetings: The notes I take during meetings. After a meeting, a spend a few minutes adding any tasks

that come up during the meeting to my project lists. I still try to review my meeting notes a couple of

times a week. 

A-Z tabs: My primary work contacts. These are people for whom I need to know multiple phone numbers

and their mailing addresses, not those whom I work with by email only. Those don’t need to exist

anywhere outside my computer’s address book. I also keep reference information behind the tabs. For

example, a page of insurance information might go behind the IJ tab. 

The A5 also holds a white ruled notepad in the back, a sticky notes card (the same one that also fits into

a Personal organizer), a business card holder, and a pocket for receipts for business related expenses. 

I have a metal punch for the A5, so I can move pages from an A5 notebook into the organizer, which I

don’t do as often as I used to. But it’s really nice to have the option. 
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Circus Life (2012-06-24 13:37:54)

I have been looking for a setup to use for work. This idea may work for me. Do you carry the A5 or leave it in the desk? 

Alison Reeves (2012-06-24 15:17:06)

This is interesting for work - I may review mine and compare! 

Nan (2012-06-24 15:21:57)

I don’t carry it with me all the time. Because I work at home one day a week, and some nights and weekends, I do transport it home with me every day. I use a wheeled laptop case which also has enough room for notebooks and Filofaxes, files, power cords, cellphone, pens, etc. 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-06-24 16:43:28)

I just started using the A to Z tabs. They are much more useful then I imagined

Lily (2012-06-24 17:29:10)

That’s a really good idea, filing notes and people under the AZ tabs - that might just convince me to use them. 

Romina (2012-06-24 20:24:29)

It’s nice to know i wasnt the only who spent a few hours this weekend tweaking things around in my Filofax ;-) Nina the Chaotic Perfectionist (2012-06-24 21:21:39)

I totally agree with Tracy and Lily. Everytime I read about the A to Z Tabs, i´m wondering why I don´t use

them. Maybe i´ve just not found the right ”How to use them”. 

My Malden needs some serious Attention tomorrow. Itś a bit unsorted and unloved at the moment. Thank you

for sharing your ideas. 

The ”Daily”/every morning ToDo List would work very well for me. I´ll give it a try ;)

Steve Morton (2012-06-25 05:01:41)

Hi Nan

Interesting to read, I too used to use the DPP Business A5 insert, but like you I found some days had almost nothing on them. 

This year I switched to the Week on Two Pages, but I’m now using the Enhanced TM Week per View insert

designed and created by Ray and Myself. I’ve tweaked the design a couple of times. But I’m finding this format works very well for me. 

I feel more in control of my appointments and tasks relying less on my own memory to remember things I’ve got to do etc. 

Steve

Nan (2012-06-25 09:28:18)

Nina, I know ”Daily” sounds like a silly name for the tab. It really stands for ”Daily Priorities,” those tasks that are a priority for that particular day. 

Nina the Chaotic Perfectionist (2012-06-25 09:50:21)

No no no! I think ”Daily” is the perfect Name for this Tab and for this whole habit to Start the Day on the right Foot. 

Like carpe diem ;) hihi

Kelly Marriott (2012-06-25 14:00:13)

I love that for a tab: Carpe Diem! I may get out my label maker and make one of those tabs right now! 
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Kelly Marriott (2012-06-25 14:01:36)

I loved reading Nan’s setup and would love to see yours too Alison. 

I think we do similar kind of work

(writing/editing/PR)

Nina the Chaotic Perfectionist (2012-06-25 17:03:49)

:) Kelly that’s just great. I had exactly the same thought a few hours ago when i was thinking about my last comment. 

Carpe diem ;)

Nikki’s home-made page marker - Guest Post (2012-06-25 00:00) - Steve Morton

A big thank you to Nikki for sending this Guest Post in to us, you might recall her [1]A5 Filofax that she

shared with us a few months ago. 

I am about to go to England for a couple of weeks, and have to move into my pocket for my travel, due

to size and weight restrictions on my flight (my A5 weighs a ton!!)

But I cannot go with just ordinary pages in my pocket, I have to personalize it a bit, as much as my time

will allow, or it will not feel like “home” 

So whilst I was about it, I thought I would share a quick page marker I made today; 

I went onto publisher, and set up an illustration I liked, and sized it to the same size as the regular pocket ruler/page marker, mirrored the image, and printed it out on ordinary A4 paper. 

Then marked and cut out a piece of transparent flyleaf type acetate the same size as the page marker. 

[2]

I place the acetate over the image and draw around with a pencil, and cut out my images to size as below
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[3]

I then cut out the two images and l glue them onto the acetate with a glue stick. Then cut a piece of

sticky back plastic , roughly the same size, and obviously double the width, mark up where the holes need

to be (as I do not own a pocket hole punch so have to punch the holes individually) and proceed to wrap’

the page marker in the sticky back plastic. 

[4]

[5]

Then all that remains is to trim off the excess sticky film, hole punch, cut a line from the centre of the

hole to the outside, trim off the corners, et voila! 
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[6]

A new pretty page marker

Hope you understand the instructions, I am off on holiday so any questions&&&..ask Steve ha ha ha Only joking. Will be checking in. Could definitely not go 2 weeks without visiting Philofaxy, might miss

something crucially important!!!!!!! 

Thank you Nikki, so easy when you see it explained like that...I’m sure there will be a few people heading

off now to create their own stylish page markers. 

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/03/whats-in-my-filofax-nikki.html

2. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-HRGTAOOXzyI/T94a4JWV7EI/AAAAAAAALzQ/S3gAxSw4bqA/s1600/photo1.png

3. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Y6LmsxW_eQ8/T94bOf7Nu8I/AAAAAAAALzY/IJI9pSgb2Kc/s1600/photo2.png

4. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-S1TbpTJ8_Dg/T94bsi9IwaI/AAAAAAAALzg/mxwm4hkfB9U/s1600/photo3.png

5. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-drp8R3sthuM/T94bvuACaoI/AAAAAAAALzo/hQidrJ3WlBs/s1600/photo4.png

6. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-9MJ5qkcDHeU/T94cKovmcSI/AAAAAAAALzw/tQl58qvNR78/s1600/photo5.png

Doris (2012-06-25 01:32:20)

Hi Nikki! I just discovered sticky-back plastic myself and love it! It’s so useful for a lot of things. Pretty bookmark! 

Helen Conway (2012-06-25 02:13:18)

Seriously cool! 

Angel Jem (2012-06-25 02:29:20)

Sticky backed plastic is useful, but laminating is even quicker and easier. I made dividers and a page holder and laminated them. Most offices and school have a laminator so it’s easy to do, and you don’t get the creases and bubbles that can happen with SBP. 

Love the pattern, that’s a very classy design. Have a good trip! 

Anita (2012-06-25 02:54:17)

Nikki, thanks for sharing & that’s a great idea :)

Hope you have a lovely holiday. 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-06-25 03:11:32)

Nikki, that is so beautiful! 

Tracy
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Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-25 10:05:31)

Have a wonderful holiday, Nikki. I love your marker as well as your dividers. Book of Kells if I remember correctly. 

You are very, very creative! 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-25 10:09:04)

Sorry...I just retread your A5 post...it is the Book of Hours...although, being Irish, I may make some dividers using The Book of Kells. 

DEM (2012-06-25 11:14:04)

Thanks for sharing, Nikki. I re-read your original post and fell in love all over again. Thanks for the inspiration. I think I’ll be doing some FF tweaking! Have a lovely holiday. 

Valerie (2012-06-25 11:32:10)

I agree with Angel...laminating is the way to go. I have a small, personal heat laminator at home that was very inexpensive and works perfectly for my needs. Seems I’m always needing something laminated I used to use

sticky back plastic but more often than not would have bubbles or get a stray piece of fuzz on it or a finger print smudge..I’m not so crafty! 

Your page marker is beautiful, Nikki...love the color! 

LJ (2012-06-26 13:40:01)

So pretty - love it :o)

Free For All Tuesday No 73 (2012-06-26 00:00) - Steve Morton

So once again we find ourselves here on Tuesday to ask and answer your Filofax questions. 

Will it be another record FFAT like last weeks one with over a 100 comments!! Who knows... what I will

say though is you are free to ask any Filofax question you like.. 

So fire away...... 

Bridget (2012-06-26 00:43:26)

I got two good bargains this week on trademe (like the nz equivalent of ebay)- a red A5 finsbury, and a personal finsbury in either pink or raspberry, its hard to tell from the photo, I think most likely raspberry. And I bought my first Lamy fountain pen, I’m becoming a pen/stationery hoarder! 

Doris (2012-06-26 01:14:32)

Hi! I know the 2013 Personal-sized Filo compatible organizers are out, and these are supposed to have the larger grids, but I can’t find photos of them anywhere. The Dodopad site, I think, only shows the A5 grids, but I’m not so sure. Hope someone here can point me to the right direction. Thanks in advance! 

Saffy (2012-06-26 04:09:01)

Does anyone have the Luxe A5, if so how do you find it? Does the leather wrapped over the ring mechanism have any adverse affects? 

Anita (2012-06-26 04:24:25)

Hi Doris, there is one picture of the larger grid on the Dodo Pad site itself: [1]2013 Dodo Pad Personal size diary refill

If you click on the images to enlarge them, it’s image 3 that shows the new improved grid. 

1. 

http://www.dodopad.com/shop/calendar-year-diaries-calendars/filofax-compatible-organisers/

2013-dodo-pad-personal-size-diary-refill.html
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Doris (2012-06-26 04:37:36)

I did see that before but for some reason couldn’t enlarge it then. Was able to do so now though. Thanks a lot!!!! 

The grids ARE slightly bigger than the previous one, although I was hoping for a more ”drastic” revival, LOL. 

Lord Dodo (2012-06-26 04:39:31)

Hi Doris - Anita is exactly right with her link above! :) Or you can search on the site using the product code DFXP13. The stock has arrived and we are shipping out orders now. 

Laurie (2012-06-26 04:43:22)

Lord Dodo, do you accept Pay Pal? 

Gail (2012-06-26 04:45:45)

Zipped v Press stud. 

I would adore a A5 Holborn, but I don’t know whether to get the zipped version or the one with the press stud. I’ve never had a zipped Filofax as I was not so keen on them, but after seeing a lot of the A5 Zipped Holborn in blogs this week, I quite like the look of them....but do they look like an Organiser? Would love to here peoples views on this? 

Doris (2012-06-26 04:49:21)

Lord Dodo, thanks! I have actually scheduled in to order my 2013 diary in October, written out on my Dodo-diary, of course. 

Lady Tamlynn (2012-06-26 05:33:30)

Hi Gail, 

I’ve been using a zipped A5 Holborn as my teaching planner for about a month and a half now and I’m loving it! I had never used a zipped Filofax before either and I wasn’t sure how I would get on with it but it’s so handy. It’s like my own portable office that I can just zip up and take with me. The leather is buttery soft and there are so many pockets to hold your bits and pieces. 

When zipped, the organiser actually looks a lot like an iPad case but I don’t mind this as its so pretty to look at. 

The zip also stops any random bits of paper or post it’s falling out. It also means you can carry your phone in the Filofax without having to worry about it falling out either. 

It’s such a great Filofax, that I haven’t lusted after another A5 in the whole time I’ve owned it and I don’t see myself doing so anytime soon. It’s my perfect A5 :-). 

Barry (2012-06-26 06:31:45)

Hello Gail, 

I have a zipped Personal Holborn, which is my favourite Filofax to date. It’s my portable office with all my high-level personal and work related items I need to access daily. It has loads of compartments, even a nice slot on the outside, and the feel of it is lovely. I had a zipped Personal Metropol first, which was more stiff, but still a nice Filofax to use. 

I do use other Filofaxes for various things, but I choose the zip as my daily carry around one purely for more security of my papers, cards, etc. However, with me specifically, I do have to discipline myself though a little when it comes to having things properly sorted in the Holborn - because it’s more secure being a zip, there is a tedency at times just to dump loads of paper in there and zip it all up and leave it, so can get pretty ’busy’ in there for me. 

Perhaps that’s just me being a bad organiser :)

Barry

Laura (2012-06-26 07:02:20)

Long time reader, but first time commenting. I’ve used various organizers off and on since the mid 90’s and always come to appreciate how they make me feel more centered and in control of things. I have a daughter who is 11

years old and would love to be able to instill the habit of planner usage. In the past I have tried check off lists and charts on the wall for her various responsibilities, but those attempts failed. She sees my Filofax out daily on the kitchen counter and I try to explain what I use it for (my external brain!), but she hasn’t expressed much interest in it (other than to snoop for plans that might concern her). 
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I would love to be able to help her set up a planner with tabs for daily responsibilities as well as special events and assignments for school (she did have a planner the last 2 years of school, but it was strictly for school planning). 

Have any of you been able to instill the virtues of planner usage onto your children and have they stuck with it? I’m thinking that if she is not expressing an interest, it may be a little difficult to get her into using it – I’m also hoping that if she sees how much it can help her (she has a tendency to ”forget” things), she might feel differently. 

SSA (2012-06-26 07:21:00)

I also have a zipped Holborn (brown) that I use as a teaching Filo. I like the zipper for this purpose as i walk around school and into meetings etc and I can zip my cell (which fits into the largest card slot at the bottom) and walk around with only the filo in my hand when i am going around the building. I really like this for its functionality but I prefer the ’look’ of the non-zipped filos. just my preference though. Many people mentioned faulty rings on the A5 holborn, mine has been fine with no issues. good luck. 

Lord Dodo (2012-06-26 07:45:44)

Hi Laurie - yes we do but only through our Ebay site..the 2012/13 Acad-Pads and 2013 Dodo Pads are going on there today... #catchingupaswespeak

Lord Dodo (2012-06-26 07:48:05)

Doris...it’s as DRASTIC as we could possibly manage within the space (specifically width!) available. We’ve adjusted quite a lot of the design details on the right hand side of the page to make it work. Sorry it can’t be any bigger! 

Laurie (2012-06-26 07:51:51)

Great LD, thanks! :)

Jotje (2012-06-26 08:09:01)

Hi Laura! I have to say, it highly depends on the kid’s preferences aswell. For example: my 11 year old does NOT

want a filofax to use for school or/and other assignments. I bought her the planner of her choice (the TopModel spiral bound planner) and since she loves it so much, she is actually using it. If you want her to use a planner, let her pick on out herself! 

Now my 9 year old is swiftly becoming a little Filofaxer. Ever since she got my personal Domino (in Lavender), she is rarely seen without it. She writes EVERYTHING in it. Definitely my genes that manifest here ... 

My 7 (almost 8)year old girl has a Pocket Filofax and since she hasn’t yet any school assignments she merely uses it as a diary and appointment planner. And a place to put stickers in, which is cute aswell. 

My 5 year old son still thinks anything planner-related is highly poisonous, so he tries to stay as far away as possible ... (definitely my DH’s genes here!) LOL

As for check-off charts: I have booked huge success in the past with the Children Reward Pad from Organised Mum. Kids get to put a sticker in a box when they have accomplished their task. Even my oldest liked this! 

Here’s the link:

http://www.organised-mum.co.uk/Reward-Chart-Pad.html

Yu (2012-06-26 08:45:23)

I have the ebony A5 and I don’t have any problems with the leather. It looks very classy and is very smooth, so no. The paper does not snag if you were worried about that. ˆ ˆ The two things that I don’t like are the placements of the pen loops and the fact that it’s a notepad slot, not a notepad pocket. If not for those two things, I would happily live in that binder for a very long time. :)

Tflower11 (2012-06-26 08:51:31)

Hey as its free tuesday i have burning question to ask to Steve Morten, Sorry if this causes offence and you do not have to answer if you do not want to... 

Steve are you Americam or British, cos once i think your american then next i think your a british- am confused sorry bout that
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Tflower11 (2012-06-26 08:53:32)

woah your younger son is like my bro- hates planners lol

Doris (2012-06-26 09:19:29)

Lord Dodo, I understand. I was hoping for a grid across the 2 pages, with space above and beneath the grids for notes, to-dos, etc., but it wouldn’t be the ’signature’ Dodopad, I know. I still love this Diary a lot, used it for the first time in April, so that says something about how I like it. 

Thanks for the design adjustment! I’m sure it was a lot of work. 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-26 10:28:09)

Oh, Bridget, I am a Lamy user a well. Which Lamy did you get and which color and nib? I just got the 2012

Limited Edition Apple Green Safari with a broad black nib. I inked it up with Noodler’s Cactus Eel but I am placing an order for Diamine’s Apple Glory which is supposed to be an exact match to the color of the Apple Green Safari. I also want to order De Atramentis’ Kiwi Fruit. 

Yu (2012-06-26 10:45:18)

Really?! :D *will have to get that one as well*

Alison (2012-06-26 10:48:45)

I got the Holborn A5 Wine and love it so much I had to buy the Brown too, thinking of getting the wine in

personal too :)

Alison (2012-06-26 10:57:50)

I’ve given up on my Lamy :(, were just not compatible, back to a rollerball which makes my writing so neat!! 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-26 11:16:19)

Barry, could you please do a post on how you use your Filofax for personal Bible study? 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-26 11:20:53)

Or, is Mr. Philofaxy of the French persuasion? 

Steve Morton (2012-06-26 11:31:28)

Hi, I’m 100 % British, or that’s what is states on my passport! But I now live in France, been here two years now. 

So if some of my writing seems a little confused at times that might be the reason why!! 

As a youth I struggled with my English language, then my chosen career in Engineering didn’t help... very little writing. Then at about the age of 25 I changed jobs and my writing started to improve a bit. 

My main problem now is I sometimes spell words that are similar in French and English in French... because I’ve got it all around me I suppose, I’m seeing French all the time apart from on the web. 

But my spelling has never been top notch... get the first four letters wrong of any word and a dictionary or spell checker fails miserably! 

And the name is Morton... and the T is not silent!!! Yes it has happened once... Dear Mr Moron... but as you might have guessed I do have a good sense of humour! 

If you want to know more... drop me an email.. nothing to hide really. Steve

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-26 11:52:07)

FilofaxUSA is having a fifty percent off sale on 27 binders! 

J (2012-06-26 11:53:35)

I was going to answer that you are a Brit, living in France, who had better get over to America pretty darn soon :) Barry (2012-06-26 12:02:03)

Hello Joseph, that is actually on my list of posts to add within the next week - I thought I’d put up the ’teaser’ of all my Filofaxes first, which will then lead nicely into their individual usage :) Thanks for the interest. Barry 468



Songbird68 (2012-06-26 12:43:23)

I just want to say that my first Filofax has arrived - a personal Malden in Vintage Pink - and I am in LOVE!! I’m using it as my planner & wallet, & have busied myself getting accessories & things to dress it up. All I can think is that I could have saved myself so many previous Planner Fails if I had just discovered Filofax years ago! I feel like I finally have the planner of my dreams!! :)

Songbird68 (2012-06-26 12:46:34)

PS would love to know any favorite ”diary sticker” weblinks you guys know of - the kind that help you remember appointments, birthdays, etc. I’m not thrilled with the Filofax ones. I’d like something a little more visually attractive/cuter. Thanks! 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-06-26 12:47:01)

Oooh! Thanks Joseph! That compact Chameleon is very tempting! But it looks like Filofax US don’t ship to the UK? 

Saffy (2012-06-26 12:47:04)

Yu, thanks, I was hoping you would reply. I vaguely remembered you had either the A5 or the compact. I thought all of the A5 binders had a slot instead of a pocket? Just had a quick look and I see what you mean. Hmmm.... 

Gail (2012-06-26 12:57:52)

I actually don’t mind bits sticking out my filofax, but I’ve never thought to carry my phone in there, having the zip would allow that wouldn’t it. Hmmm, you’ve given me something to think about now. lol

Esmé (2012-06-26 13:04:01)

Just a little note to say that I finally received my gorgeous Smythson refills and am absolutely thrilled with them. 

The Dukes refills fit perfectly into my A5, they work beautifully with my Lamy, and now I’m thinking I’d like to finally make a little Filo video to share with y’all... so I’ll be working on that over the next few days. If anyone has any questions about the Smythson refills, feel free to ask. 

Lostwithoutyou (2012-06-26 13:16:15)

[1]These are the ones I use. 

They are shipped from Australia and usually take about 5 days to get to the UK. They are quite big but they’re really cute and fun. I love them :)

1. 

http://www.etsy.com/listing/74997733/cute-stickers-calendar-reminders-diary?ref=sr_gallery_34&ga_

search_query=diary+stickers&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_ship_to=GB&ga_min=0&ga_max=0&ga_spelling_corrected=

diary+stickets&ga_search_type=handmade&ga_facet=handmadediary+stickers

Alison (2012-06-26 13:19:08)

I was also tempted by the compact Chameleon but no they don’t ship to the UK, I wonder why? 

LJ (2012-06-26 13:59:16)

Hi Gail, the Holbourn is the only zipped filo I have used and I was umming an ahhing over whether I should get the zip or standard clasped version, but am so glad that I got the zipped one. It is just so practical - nothing can fall out and it’s perfect if you have stuff that you need to carry around temporarily (eg folded A4 sheets from work) and no hole punch with you. :o)

J (2012-06-26 14:29:29)

I use [1]these ones from Pam Socolow. If you’re in the States and near a Barnes and Noble, you can get them for less than $9 a pack and there are over 2,300 stickers in there! 

1. http://www.amazon.com/Socolows-Family-Facts-Calendar-Sticker/dp/B00322YGO4
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lydhold (2012-06-26 14:59:20)

I use Smythson refills too - a must for a fountain pen lover! And just to add, I think there are still a couple of Organisers in their sale at the moment if anyone is keen to try at a more reasonable price. Both of mine are

*heaven*, feel so lovely, have aged well (the one I’ve had for a couple of years has, other one is new) and lie flat straight away. I just wish the inserts weren’t so expensive! I’ve taken to buying plain smythson paper and creating my own diary layout on it. 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-26 15:16:19)

No they don’t, I’ve asked them before. But the Denmark site does and they have compact Chameleons with 50 %

off! I got mine from there and it was only about £7ish for shipping. Ordered Monday and received Friday . . . 

PaperMeister (2012-06-26 15:30:49)

Hi! 

One of my friends got an Apex and I know that style has gotten a lot of hate on here. However, I think the plastic will wear really well. 

With that being said, is the green more of a sea foam green or a Kermit the frog green? I figure if the thing glows I can’t lose it, right??? 

Jane

Alison (2012-06-26 16:01:44)

I got an Apex A5 in pink, I only use it at home (or I did, it was quickly replaced) and it’s showing wear in the corner already, that’s without being carried around and the diary only starts in July so that’s what little use it’s had so it’s not as hardwearing as you may think!! 

Alison (2012-06-26 16:07:51)

Oops, just bought it, don’t know how that happened lol, and it’s all your fault Lucy haha :)

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-26 16:33:33)

WOW! You don’t hang around do you?! Out of interest, how many Filofaxes do you own and how quickly have

you accumulated them??? You’re gonna have to remortgage your house soon hahaha LOL! 

Yu (2012-06-26 16:49:34)

@ PaperMeister - Kermit the Frog. At least the one I’ve seen is that ”in your face” kind of green. And the plastic is kind of soft-ish as well. 

Yu (2012-06-26 16:54:08)

Not to mention it looks so laid-back and ”slouchy” <3 (Like an item you could love forever as your best friend.) I might have to get one as well even though I don’t really care for zipped binders... but I LOVE the Holborn design... 

Yu (2012-06-26 16:57:56)

So happy to hear that! :D

Yu (2012-06-26 16:59:39)

@ Lostwithoutyou - OMG! I HAVE TO GET THOSE!!! Kawaii!!! <3 <3 <3

(Ok, sorry about the fangirling...)

Alison (2012-06-26 17:22:10)

Too many, most bought from selling on eBay, or bought in the sale, had two given to me, so it’s not that bad, one was with the vouchers I won at staples, given my £7 bargain Olympics one to my son and my daughters having my A5 apex, that leaves me with 2A5, 4 personal and 5 pocket I think, no 3 A5 and the compact on its way, since Feb/March :o haha that’s bad!!! I’m on a Filofax diet now lol
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DEM (2012-06-26 17:33:59)

Congrats! 

DEM (2012-06-26 17:38:01)

I’ve been buying the cutest stickers from a shop on etsy called rikyandnina. There are tons to chose from!! I’ve bought 6-7 packs in about two weeks! They ship from the UK. 

Jotje (2012-06-26 17:51:25)

Love the diary stickers from Organisedmum.co.uk! 

Jotje (2012-06-26 17:53:33)

Steve, you should step in! I thought the regulations on this blog clearly specify that no cursing and swearing is allowed?! Yet, I’ve just heard (or rather read) someone say the A-word!!! Totally unacceptable ...! 

KarynsPlanit (2012-06-26 17:58:10)

I am thoroughly enjoying my very first Filofax, an aqua personal Chameleon. Right now I am using FC compact pages, which fit nicely and work relatively well. I’ve used FC (generally the classic A5 size but I’ve flirted with their compact and A4) for the past 13 years, and after reading Laurie’s Plannerisms blog decided to shake

it up and get a little crazy...I mean, I’ve changed FC planner sizes in the middle of the year, several times, but to change my entire planning system? Inconceivable! Until now...Throughout May I went through a A4

DayRunner which was too big and I hated the weekly format-no room for notes and lists. Then I made a mad

but exciting attempt at the Woman’s Success Journal. Smaller and easier to carry around and I LOVED the

paper, but still with the weeks! No space to write! Aargh! So now we get to my questions! FC paper quality

is lacking, and although it offers the space in a 2PPD format I’m not certain that any of their offerings appeal to me. FF is not offering the 2PPD option in the US. Do they occasionally make more options available the

closer we get to planner ”prime time” in October? If not, can anyone comment on the paper quality of the DoDo pad? 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-06-26 19:28:36)

These are some of my favorites:

http://www.etsy.com/listing/95879674/rainbow-diary-sticker-set

http://www.etsy.com/listing/96658534/deli-deli-bunny-deco-sticker

http://www.etsy.com/listing/78650444/japanese-masking-tape-deco-tap e-sticker

http://www.etsy.com/listing/78650652/washi-tape-sticker-set-japanese -masking

Tracy

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-06-26 19:30:25)

I search etsy with the words ’diary stickers’

http://www.etsy.com/search/supplies?q=diary+stickers &view type=gallery &ship to=ZZ &min=0 &max=0

Esmé (2012-06-26 20:07:41)

Oof, @lydhold, you ENABLER, you! I can’t believe it, especially given my strained budget right now, but I just went and bought the lone discounted organizer on the site. I’ll let you know how it goes! 

Where do you find the plain Smythson paper? 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-26 20:42:54)

Looking forward to it, my friend! I have just added a spiritual section to my Cuban. 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-26 20:47:36)

Congratulations, Songbird! Welcome to he community! 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-26 20:52:22)

Great plug, Tracy R....I love anything Etsy! 
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Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-26 20:55:14)

Kudos, Jotje! 

EmmaNoey (2012-06-27 01:24:30)

You can get them on the UK and French sites, if I understand what you’re looking for; both ship to the US. I’ve had good service from both. I haven’t used the Dodo pads, although they’re very popular. 

Laurie (2012-06-27 04:05:55)

The Dodo Pad paper is excellent, 100 gsm so it can take any pen well with no show-through on the other side. 

Just wanted to give you a heads-up though that the Dodo Pad sizes are for the Personal Filofax, A5 Filofax and the Universal A4/ US Letter size. They don’t make an insert that fits whichever Franklin Covey size uses 5 1/2

by 8 1/2 inch pages. The A5 pages are close in size, but the hole configuration is different and will have to be repunched. 

And to answer your Filofax US question, yes they do have other diary inserts available later in the year, so keep a lookout. 

Gail (2012-06-27 04:25:14)

Pens

I really need a pen that does not bleed through to the other side and is a very fine writer....any ideas or reccomendations? 

Hannah J (2012-06-27 04:44:49)

I was going to buy a Lamy but WHSmith didn’t have packs of the cartridges and they are a funny shape in

comparison to Parker cartridges and the smaller ones. 

Hannah J (2012-06-27 04:49:09)

I tuck so many bits of paper in my diary that a zip would be good so that they don’t escape but at the same time sometimes there is too much! I’m currently on a Personal Domino

Hannah J (2012-06-27 04:52:36)

My Mum had a green filofax when I was growing up - I’m not sure which ”model” it was but it was so loved and worn that I’m surprisede it was recognisable as a filfax. She now has a Lavender Domino that she can stick in her handbag. 

She (unwittingly) instilled it in me. I have tried to stray away to a digital diary like the calendar app on my phone but there is something about writing down an event that imprints it on my brain a bit better! 

My husband is all about the technology so his calendar is on his phone/iPad. So I have to use the calendar to keep track of his calendar and then double entry mine (Diary and then phone) so that he can keep up with what I’m doing! 

Hannah J (2012-06-27 04:54:52)

That’s a cool idea - I wondered about putting a bible in my filofax then decided that I really wouldn’t have any space for anything else! 

Jotje (2012-06-27 10:35:50)

The personal sized 2PPD Filofax inserts are indeed available in Europe and e.g. France ships them to the US. Or ask one of the Philofaxy-readers to do so for you. 

The paper quality is not very high, but if you stay away from fountain pens it is sufficient. 

Or you could invest in a decent punch and make your own inserts in any superb paper quality you’d like?! 

Jotje (2012-06-27 10:36:24)

Frixion 0.4 write very thin and don’t bleed through! 
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Yu (2012-06-27 14:24:23)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Yu (2012-06-27 14:42:36)

... I wanted to edit. Ah well... more details on my blog. 

Question: have any of you guys been sent many defect binders in a row? And has someone experienced that

maybe even the replacement is defect when it is supposed to, well, replace the first binder? 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-27 15:02:41)

I received a faulty binder from CO. They immediately sent me a replacement though, without waiting for me to return the original. Check out the details on my blog:

http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/my-new-gorgeous-fi lofax-but.html

KarynsPlanit (2012-06-27 17:45:27)

Laurie-Thanks so MUCH! I am going to wait until the last possible minute and ponder my decision wisely for 2013

pages. Usually what I buy in October for the following year is NOT what I’m using by January 1. 

Thoughts on a launch date for Plannerism planners and diary refills? 

Laurie (2012-06-27 17:53:26)

The Plannerisms planners are still in the design stage with a production date as early as August but possibly as late as October, so I hope everyone can hang on until they become available! I’ll have some design samples up on Plannerisms soon so everyone can preview the format. Very exciting!!! 

Yu (2012-06-27 18:04:31)

NP. :) Just send me an email if you want to know more or get pictures or something. 

Hannah C. (2012-06-27 20:54:32)

Barry! You use a Filofax for personal Bible study? Please, do this post! I would love to see it! I’ve thought of doing that, but so far am unconvinced, even though my now unused Personal Finchley would be perfect for it (and is the same size as my Bible). 

Hannah C. (2012-06-27 20:59:32)

Filofax should have the 2ppd refills available later on - I bought some from them in December or January. 

Dodo has a planner size which will fit your Personal. I’m currently using the FC Classic size, so I have to stick with non-Filofax inserts - but the American Classic size is much more available here in the US than anything A5. 

Joey Quinton (2012-06-27 21:32:30)

Hannah, get you a converter and a bottle of ink! 

Joey Quinton (2012-06-27 21:38:03)

Laurie, what type of paper will you be using? 

Laurie (2012-06-28 02:31:27)

Joey the paper I’ve requested is smooth, 90 gsm light ivory, but I haven’t seen the paper samples yet so I can’t say for sure. You can bet I’ll get the best paper I can! 

KarynsPlanit (2012-06-28 06:29:51)

Jotje- I was thinking about making my own inserts and having them printed up on quality paper at a office supply store locally. i DO need a hole punch terribly bad, but if I had pages professionally printed up, I would just ask the printers punch them. 

EmmaNoey- I was looking at the French site yesterday afternoon and if I go that route it is definitely a possibility. 

As Laurie mentioned, if her Plannerism pages are released by late October-early November, I’m going to give them a try. So many exciting possibilities! 
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Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-06-28 09:39:23)

Joseph, if you see this reply, check this post out: [1]Bible Design Blog - Filofax Meets Bible. 

Absolutely stunning pictures and ideas in there, I’m sure you’ll like it! 

1. http://www.bibledesignblog.com/2009/04/how-i-roll-for-the-moment.html

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-06-28 09:46:50)

Not in a row, but I bought a Finsbury online that was discounted to half-price from UK store WH Smith a few months ago, and it was... TERRIBLE! It wasn’t ”seconds” or anything, just regular stock. 

The cover looked like it had been made by a 3-year old, all uneven like the glue had warped the leather as it dired, the leather itself looked like ’70s plastic fake leather, far too hard & textured, the rings did that sag in the middle that meant the paper caught, so I got a refund - I then looked in another WH Smiths and the only Finsbury on display had the exact same problems. 

I have a Finsbury from ’06 (found the receipt recently!) and it’s perfect, including that until quite recently I didn’t even know not to yank the rings to open it. 

Same model, MAJOR drop in manufacturing quality, the one I got wasn’t worth £2.50, let alone the full label price. 

Based on that, I’m not buying new again unless I can see and check the binder in store, because that Finsbury just looked like a bad joke, or a fake of some kind. 

PaperMeister (2012-06-28 17:56:33)

Alison and Yu–thank you both! Althought I love the fact it’s Kermit green (did anyone else see Piggy Pink and Gonzo blue theme going? YEY!), I’m super bummed to hear it doesn’t wear well (BOO!)

Appreciate the feedback! 

lydhold (2012-06-29 13:07:47)

Sorry, only just seen this! I bought the refill paper, which is lined I’m afraid, sorry, when I said plain, I meant not the pre-printed diary inserts, straight from the site. When I’m at an actual Smythson shop I’m going to have a look and see whether the notebooks, spiral bound, are actually A5, that could be punched, as this would be a MUCH cheaper way of having lined paper for notes. Glad you bought it - I’ll look forward to hearing how you get on! 

Filofax UK Free Shipping Offer (2012-06-26 03:31) - Steve Morton

[1]

The latest offer from [2]Filofax UK, free UK shipping on all orders, until 2nd July 2012... 

1. http://www.filofax.co.uk/images/feature/HP-banner-free-shipping2.jpg
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2. http://tidd.ly/4aca4852

Filofax Holborn Personal - Review (2012-06-27 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

[Full Disclosure: We would like to thank Claire at SlamPr for arranging

the loan of this Filofax Organiser for us to review.]

This was the first time I had been able to handle and examine a Holborn in some detail and get beyond

the first impression in a shop. In this review I’m comparing it alongside my own Filofax Malden personal

organiser in Ochre. 

The leather of the Holborn is very similar to that of the Malden, both being described as ’Buffalo Leather’

But the Malden does feel more supple and soft. I think this is down to the differences in the interior

design, which we will come to in a moment. 

[2]

The Holborn is a more matt finish than the Malden, I think the difference between the two shows up

quite noticeable in these exterior photographs. 

[3]
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The Holborn has uses a smaller clasp compared to the Malden, it is the same size and design as used in a

Finsbury and other similar leather Filofax organisers. 

[4]

Whilst the design of the Holborn from certain angles looks plainer than the Malden, but overall they are

balanced because of the way they have added the cover over the spine and the stitching details included. 

[5]

When looked at from above you can see that the Holborn is slightly squarer in profile compared to the

Malden. Both of the Holborn and Malden personal organisers are fitted with 23 mm (internal) diameter

rings. 
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[6]

Internally the Holborn reminds me very much of the Cuban in it’s internal design. It has the same number

of card slots and the pocket layouts. 

[7]

There are slot pockets on the outside and inside on the left hand side. On the right hand side there is a

slot pocket and a zip pocket as well. The single pen loop is a leather and is elasticated

If the need for multiple pockets for holding tickets and documents are you requirement then the Holborn

Personal will not disappoint, although the converse will be ’now which pocket did I put my theatre tickets

in’ could be an issue! 

One interesting observation, which might convince you I need to get out more... I could not find a quality

control mark anywhere on the Holborn. If you have ever got your magnifying glass out and looked closely

at your Filofax personal organiser, you will normally find this on the inside of the leather clasp. 

Here is the one on the Malden, ’SEW’ in this particular case. I will one day list the codes on all of my

Maldens, I will get my coat! 
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[8]

I enjoyed my short time with the Holborn, if it wasn’t for the Malden I would certainly consider the

Holborn as a suitable and comparable Filofax Organiser. 

Amanda at [9]Paper Pens and Ink also recently did a review about her Holborn. And you can see pictures

of Zoe’s pair of Holborns on her [10]blog

Again thank you to Claire at Slam PR for arranging the loan of this Filofax personal organiser. 

[11]

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-QC2BeaoLVLw/T98Gv50FrgI/AAAAAAAAL0A/HLXoecnmztA/s1600/Holborn.jpg

2. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-7Qkmty-7T9Q/T98HctSOK0I/AAAAAAAAL08/Ib7BLNiQYLY/s1600/IMG_1844.JPG

3. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-kIPpZhrN7cs/T98G9EL7bmI/AAAAAAAAL0Q/rbjpYgBUafk/s1600/IMG_1838.JPG

4. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-NAo-x7yT6Rc/T98HWq7iGYI/AAAAAAAAL00/t2PjUm3EpmQ/s1600/IMG_1843.jpg

5. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-G4qoqcVpjm8/T98HP1w5JCI/AAAAAAAAL0s/HEFkIcg9VfM/s1600/IMG_1841.JPG

6. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-OZy7Yvgsw18/T98HDBvYLII/AAAAAAAAL0Y/4YOm3rn8e-w/s1600/IMG_1839.JPG

7. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-FIPCdQ3Ly_E/T98HKzs_lCI/AAAAAAAAL0k/uEl0v6bvIjM/s1600/IMG_1840.JPG

8. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-KiWzo7-n81o/T-DlxhjnYLI/AAAAAAAAL3I/AtpiFQ7EyaM/s1600/IMG_1845.JPG

9. http://paperpensink.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/moving-into-holborn.html

10. http://thezeitgeistofzoe.wordpress.com/2012/06/20/mid-year-tweak-you-knew-it-was-coming/

11. http://www.awin1.com/cread.php?s=152853&v=2457&q=90346&r=97790

Sari (2012-06-27 06:44:25)

Hi, Steve, thanks for the nice review - and for such an eye for small details like the quality control mark - chapeau! 

So after reading your post I searched my Filofaxes for their quality control marks (I had noticed them but never really thought about them or checked wether all of my binders have them) And I found out that my black Holborn Pocket has got one (VWL) - but my Panama has not.....then again my old Belmont has one..... What a strange

thing. Do you have any idea what that means?? 

Tim (2012-06-27 07:00:04)

The pocket layout clearly works well in Personal size where the binder can still effectively also act as a wallet. 

Unfortunately, I found it’s not effective in A5 size, where credit cards fall out of the Holborn and the whole thing looks distinctly cumbersome and awkward at the supermarket till. The zipped A5 Holborn may stop this but is 478



even bigger and fatter! The other problem is that the outer pockets only go half way, meaning they don’t lend themselves to slotting in a notebook. 

After a few weeks, I gave up on my A5 Holborn and switched to a Flex A5 (with ring inserted) and Flex Slim

combination. Both have a similar layout to the Holborn. 

My A5 Holborn code is VFW by the way! 

Ray Blake (2012-06-27 10:47:37)

My brown Personal Holborn has the VFW code. 

olla (2012-06-27 10:53:07)

I have an A5 Holborn Zip in Wine and I love it. The size is perfect for my needs (work/family/personal) and I like the look:)

Holborn’s leather is so buttery soft. 

However I can’t see a code anywhere, maybe I don’t know where to look. 

mstraat (2012-06-27 11:40:25)

My brown compact Holborn has the card slots vertically so no problem with losing cards, and is big enough to slot in a pocket Moleskine sized notebook like a cahier, so a thin cover. Mine has the code VBX. 

Steve Morton (2012-06-27 13:27:42)

Where is the code on yours Ray? 

Gerard (2012-06-27 14:15:33)

Steve, 

Thanks for the review. What is that small tab of leather at top right inside the back cover in the second-last picture? 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-06-27 14:26:24)

I really want a non-zip personal in wine, but will have to wait... I know they are available in Compact now, but I prefer the credit card pocket layout of the personal sized ones! 

Steve Morton (2012-06-27 14:30:58)

Hi Gerard

It’s a slightly moulded section, so when the zip is closed the zipper hides behind this section. Quite a neat solution I guess. 

Steve

DEM (2012-06-27 15:27:46)

My personal Holborn has a code as well: VEW on the inside of the closure strap. 

Anthony Hill (2012-06-27 15:52:02)

Hi Steve many thanks for the review, very interesting. 

I have two FF Sketches bought at TK Maxx just below 50 % discount both have DEW on the inside of leather

clasp. It’d be interesting to know what this stood for. 

Alison (2012-06-27 16:46:03)

I’m loving my A5 Holborn Zip’s in Wine and Brown, i’d love a personal zip and I fancy trying a compact, but i’m on a Filofax diet!!! :o

Barry (2012-06-27 18:55:41)

I use my brown personal Holborn zip everyday and it’s just great. Really ’solid’ binder. 
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Yu (2012-06-27 21:13:14)

Yup. My personal Holborn has the code as well. But the leather on my Holborn looks different from the one you reviewed (”yours” looks a lot more ”dry”). But then, I own the personal, A5 and slimline sizes and none of the leathers are alike. The leather on the personal is the best, though. 

DEM (2012-06-27 21:53:57)

Amen! 

Ray Blake (2012-06-28 11:44:10)

In the usual place, Steve. 

Anita (2012-06-28 16:12:03)

Thanks for a great review, Steve. The Holborns are lovely :)

Another day, another Malden (2012-06-28 00:00) - Anita

Well, my three month trial of the A5 size is now over and I’ve moved back down to personal. As mentioned

in my previous [1]post, I had planned to finish it all off in a logical way, but a couple of things came up that brought it to a quicker and easier conclusion. I normally only use one of the penloops on my A5

Malden, but decided I wanted an extra pen one day and found it got stuck. I think part of the loop’s

lining had come unstuck and then re-stuck to itself, and I couldn’t seem to fix it myself. Then I contacted City Organiser to ask if they might have the purple personal Maldens back in stock by the time I was

visiting, and the surprise answer was that they had two available, but I’d have to ring the shop to purchase one. I’m not a religious person, but I just felt like the universe was trying to tell me something here! On the same day, I returned my A5 and rang up to purchase the personal size instead, with City Organiser

putting the smoother version aside for me. 

For ages, I’ve been telling myself I don’t need a purple filofax. I know many people have multiple binders, but I want just one and suddenly I realised that it made sense to get the one I really want and be done

with it. Despite enjoying the extra paper size of the A5, I’m relieved to be back to the personal size as I was able to carry my new filo around with me all day and still fit lots of other things in my bag. 

It was love at first sight, I’m delighted to say. 
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[2]

[3]
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[4]

It doesn’t yet lay flat (like my other Maldens), but I’m willing to be patient as it’s both a Malden and

purple. 

[5]

The leather has a much smoother grain than on my crimson one. 

[6]

And it goes quite nicely with my satchel, which is an added bonus! 

482





[7]

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/size-matters.html

2. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-5Vq0ZYte64I/T-IDdw0P_7I/AAAAAAAAAhY/4TcRxXTltok/s1600/P1020529.JPG

3. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-2UZy-XJKs3M/T-IDiy3DYCI/AAAAAAAAAhg/O4kqmZzvQf4/s1600/P1020530.JPG

4. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-xre3jZZPRNg/T-IDpW5lnLI/AAAAAAAAAho/OBso_XmdFS4/s1600/P1020531.JPG

5. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-yafw_sFIRVU/T-IEXa3FrsI/AAAAAAAAAhw/e_wA7cU3Erc/s1600/P1020533.JPG

6. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-0E2a0UGUjT8/T-IFR8FiSpI/AAAAAAAAAh4/aaSGEvbJZ9s/s1600/P1020534.JPG

7. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-SYn60L2JqCY/T-IFu5KJCeI/AAAAAAAAAiA/8rEbjKkzDeg/s1600/P1020541.JPG

Josh (2012-06-28 00:12:55)

Oh my goodness! After you’ve sold off all your personal accessories and inserts too! I’m glad you like it so much! I jumped to a larger size (8.5x5.5 inch, similar to an A5) and love the extra space, and the larger binder size doesn’t bother me as much as I had anticipated. All the same, I look at my personal size Cavendish from time to time with longing! Enjoy your purple binder! 

Sari (2012-06-28 03:21:28)

Hi, Anita, the Malden looks great with the satchel! But for me this picture is really dangerous: I think I´ve got just the same satchel....and I had decided NOT to buy the purple Malden. But on second thought...I hope you´ll enjoy your new Malden and the smaller size! 

terriknits (2012-06-28 03:41:28)

wow, that purple Malden looks wonderful. Uh oh. 

Decor Mom (2012-06-28 04:26:48)

It’s simply beautiful. I’m waiting for my new Domino. I used to use Filofax for many years then the last 6-7 years I’ve been digital and small diary in my purse. I’ve found the stress levels increase since I went off my Filofax so finally I gave in and ordered a purple Domino from the UK store. I live in Iceland and there are no stores here that have any selection so I need to order from abroad. Great selection but expensive to have it shipped. Love this blog. 

Barry (2012-06-28 04:45:32)

Mmmm. I’ve wondered about using an A5 Malden for my work Filofax, and was actually looking on a few sites

last night at the prices of an Ochre one. Although I would love to own one, I don’t think I would actually use it 483



in the way that I think I would. However, I have different Filofaxes for other stuff, so perhaps I could, possibly, maybe, slim chance, find another use for it :) Your new Malden matches perfectly with your satchel! Barry

Doris (2012-06-28 05:46:27)

Anita, I find that one can’t have too many Maldens! The purple is lovely and very, very tempting! 

Laurie (2012-06-28 05:48:55)

Purple! Leather! Awesome!! 

Dare I ask, where is the satchel from? 

Anita (2012-06-28 06:02:03)

It’s from the Cambridge Satchel Company :)

Anita (2012-06-28 06:05:47)

I know... Never mind & luckily my new hole punch also does personal size. I didn’t get rid of my stash of personal paper though, maybe I knew deep down I might be back! 

Stationery Gal (2012-06-28 06:50:24)

Love it! I have the compact Malden in Ochre, it actually is more of a rich Cognac shade and could not live without it! I had been using a mini purple Domini but it was just too small... 

Joey Quinton (2012-06-28 07:42:33)

Anita, beautiful pictures and post. You have me craving a Malden! 

Romina (2012-06-28 08:47:33)

Anita, what is the feel of the leather? I’ve read some comments about the leather of the purple Maldens feeling a bit stiff and/or dry. 

Thanks :)

D (2012-06-28 09:17:46)

I too got the purple personal Malden. Since then I’ve ignored all my other poor filos. I find I’m not wanting to buy any other filos now either. ( My wallet thanks me) I think the purple Malden is IT for me. 

D (2012-06-28 09:18:02)

I too got the purple personal Malden. Since then I’ve ignored all my other poor filos. I find I’m not wanting to buy any other filos now either. ( My wallet thanks me) I think the purple Malden is IT for me. 

Alice Dial (2012-06-28 09:30:38)

My purple personal Malden will be arriving mid-July here in the U.S. and I can’t wait! Your’s looks gorgeous! I have been using the A5 for over 30 years, but after seeing Neil’s ”Filofax Filosophy” posts and videos, I’m trying his GTD system. (Thanks, Neil-It’s AMAZING!!) My system never seemed to work because I didn’t like lugging

around a heavy planner. I didn’t keep the planner with me all the time, so any thoughts during the day were written on various pieces of paper—What a mess! It seemed that I spent more time on updating the planner than actually doing anything. I’ve been running a trial system in my personal vintage pink Malden for one month. It seems to be working better than my old system. Thank you to everyone contributing to Philofaxy. You can’t imagine how helpful your posts are. I’ve been reading them over a year now, but this is my first post. I will keep you updated. 

SNARLing: (2012-06-28 10:02:14)

my thoughts exactly! 

Anita (2012-06-28 10:07:22)

Romina, 

The leather did feel a bit dry & it’s already had the Nivea treatment which has made such a big difference. I’ll be 484



taking some photos to try to compare the before & after effects. 

Ashleigh (2012-06-28 10:12:26)

great post Anita thank you for sharing, I love the colour but....... always a but! lol this is the first I’ve heard of a Malden not lying flat?!?! I have the personal vintage pink and the leather is so buttery soft you can bend it anyway - im presuming this must be quite a tough leather compared to usual maldens? 

Valerie (2012-06-28 10:55:30)

I’m with you, Alice. I live in the US too and I have a personal Malden in purple on pre-order. The first ETA I was given was mid June, now it’s mid July. I am really anxious to get my hands on it. I have a personal Finchley in purple and it’s quite nice too, so I’m being as patient as possible waiting for my new Malden. 

Angel Jem (2012-06-28 13:43:46)

That satchel and that Malden are made for each other! Have fun! I like purple..... But I am a crimson girl so I can resist. I wonder if I can steal my crimson satchel back from my daughter? (quick answer: no)

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-06-28 14:10:21)

I love that it looks so smooth!You can’t go wrong with purple - or any filofax that matches your fabulous bag. I love that bag :)

Tracy

Songbird68 (2012-06-28 14:43:30)

Oh man, I’m in trouble. I just bought my very first Filofax, a Vintage Pink Malden in personal which I am IN

LOVE WITH... and now I’m having the dreaded Planner Envy. I don’t *need* a purple one..... do I???? 

sigh*

And so it begins. 

Anita (2012-06-28 15:34:13)

I was a bit surprised too that it doesn’t lie flat out of the box, as both my crimson & vintage pink did! The leather is still lovely & soft, but just not as bendy as the others. After a week & a bit of daily use it is getting there & probably won’t need any training. 

DEM (2012-06-28 15:34:24)

Wouldn’t a purple one look lovely next to Vintage Pink? Just a thought.....;-)

Alice x (2012-06-28 15:40:55)

Just as i was writing my blog post which asks about this ’Nivea treatment’ its on here - weird or what!! 

Ive never heard of it before! 

http://the-wonderful-life-of-alice.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/pocket-bar oque-has-arrived.html

Does anything else work as im allergic to Nivea etc - or is the only thing? 

Thanks!! 

Anita (2012-06-28 15:53:32)

Hi Alice, more info can be found here:

[1]http://vanjilla.blogspot.co.uk/2011/11/filofaxs-facial.html

I’ve only used Nivea... any one else?? 

1. http://vanjilla.blogspot.co.uk/2011/11/filofaxs-facial.html

Romina (2012-06-28 16:27:44)

Aha! The infamous Nivea treatment ;)

I look fwd to your pics. The purple is so gorgeous! 
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The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-06-28 16:32:14)

I use normal face cream, just Boots knock-off of Simple moisturiser! I’ve never used Nivea because I don’t have any, but I might buy some to see if it makes a difference... 

And Anita, you have made me want a personal purple Malden even more now!!!! 

Vanjilla (2012-06-28 16:43:32)

Hi girls, 

I assume any good nourishing cream would work, but I have been warned once to steer clear of those containing mineral oils - I think it has something to do with possibility of colour smearing. 

And I’m so glad you find the recipe helpful! :-)

Terri (2012-06-28 17:19:36)

In the past 5 weeks I have acquired a personal Malden in vintage pink, a pocket Finsbury in antique rose, and just arriving yesterday......a mini Malden in purple!!! After seeing the purple colour I am in love. I now want a personal Malden in purple and then I think I will satisfied! 

Alice x (2012-06-28 18:32:03)

Thanks everyone for your help! 

I may try something like Badger Balm (as i have a lot of allergies and am in fact allergic to lanolin in Nivea and mineral oils etc. 

I have already got a slight scuff on the Baroque and will maybe see if i can find an ’all natural’ solution to the problem!! 

Thanks everyone! 

Doris (2012-06-28 20:22:38)

In a pinch (and because I’m impatient), I did a baby oil treatment on a pink personal I got on ebay. It was a little the worse for wear when I received it (dust, dirt, stains). I rubbed the oil all over the binder and then very quickly cleaned it off with a damp cloth. It revived the color and removed deep-seated dirt and the shine is back. The ink stains got a ”hair spray on a q-tip” treatment. I was very, very careful and no color came off. 

I’m sure Vanjilla’s recipe is better though. (:

Songbird68 (2012-06-28 20:40:37)

Yes... oh yes. And they would both look lovely next to the Grey one.... 

Must... not.... succumb.... 

Valerie (2012-06-28 23:53:25)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Alice x (2012-06-29 06:51:32)

Ohh these sound good, i will have to try them if i ever get a stain!! Thanks so much :)

Free for All Friday No. 189 (2012-06-29 00:00) - Nan

How often do you change your Filofax setup? Do you frequently do little tweaks, or one big housecleaning

per year? 

Of course, since it’s Friday, we can talk about anything Filofax. 

Lime Tree (2012-06-29 00:55:18)

Yay! Free for all Friday! 

To answer the question posted, I think I am finally settle with my set up. Hopefully won’t be changing it any time soon! But the Filofax on the other hand....hehe
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Does anyone has a compact Holborn? Are the cc slots just like the one on personal or are they vertical? 

On a side note, I LOVED the Meetup in Chicago! Hopefully will get to write something about it this weekend. 

I can’t wait to my next one! I will be in NY August 3-6. Anyone up to a tiny-mini meetup? A coffee in the

afternoon would work, doesn’t need to be super-super, just to meet other philofaxy peeps and talk Filofax. 

Anyone? Anyone? *blink, blink* :)

java’s mum (2012-06-29 01:44:24)

Hi there, I’ve been reading for a few months and was recently checking out the flickr photos and love the look of the red malden. Does anyone know if there’s an english speaking site I can order a new personal sized one from? 

I’ve found them on the french and danish filofax sites but would prefer english inserts. 

Also - does anyone use a personal malden as their wallet? If so where do you keep your notes? 

Thanks! 

Lime Tree (2012-06-29 02:09:14)

Have you tried filofaxusa.com and the mothership filofax.co.uk? There is also pens &leather in USA and I heard City Organiser rocks in UK! :)

David Popely (2012-06-29 02:20:05)

It all depends how you distinguish between a ’tweak’ and a change of setup. I suggest this is largely a matter of degree. 

I’ve been settled in my GTD setup, running out of my ochre Personal Malden, since before the beginning of the year, and I susbscrivbe to the principle of ’if it isn’t broken, don’t fix it’. Also, too much ’improvement’ can really mess things up (just look at so-called ’enhancements’ to MS products!). 

All of that said, however, I did change binders this week, from the Malden back to my vintage oiled leather Hampstead. I love this binder (as well), and the simple reason for migrating is that the Hampstead has two pen loops - quite unusual on a Personal. So now i can carry a pen *and* a pencil. 

I don’t see the internal setup changing any time soon, since it ’just works’. 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-06-29 02:39:20)

I am currently in mild Filofax setup panic/flux. This seems to happen frequently, when I have periods of uni when I have very few appointments, i.e. research periods. I rarely need to write down my daily planning because I have few appointments and not many to-dos; however, then my to-dos start adding up, but because I’m out of the habit of writing them in my filo, I don’t do it and I forget the important things I need to do! Because I don’t have that many to-dos, I don’t use my DPP inserts well, so I stop using them, but then I can’t use WO2P either!! The A5

vertical WO2P insert plus a post-it for to-dos is OK, but then the A5 is too heavy to take around with me, and the pocket doesn’t work for me!! Grrrrrr!!! Currently trying to make a new format with DIY inserts! 

Saffy (2012-06-29 03:06:27)

I may be in the U.S. around that time staying in CT while DH works and would love to catch up with fellow

philofaxers for a mini meet up. It is not 100 % yet but is looking positive. If it does happen is there anything I can bring from the U.K. for you or anyone else who may be available? 

Angel Jem (2012-06-29 03:06:45)

My big tweaks are usually between using dividers labelled as diary, actions, projects etc or using alphabetic dividers abd filing by initial letters. Only changed system once this year.... but I’ve tried 4 folders on the way! 

Doris (2012-06-29 04:18:42)

I’m in the US too till August 10th, but will be in California mostly. Wish i could go to New York, or better yet, Connecticut, where I’ve never been. The meet-ups I’ve seen photos of look like so much fun – how can you go wrong with coffee/tea/wine, food, and ”Filofaxes” (sorry Steve!). 
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Doris (2012-06-29 04:23:39)

I haven’t made any major changes to my set-up since I moved to a Personal from a Pocket. I have customized my tabs though, but the overall contents remain the same. It’s been mostly adding, adding, adding (tabs and pages), and my Filo will need a major overhaul after my vacation since it’s full of lists and phone numbers at the moment. 

That said, moving to a Dodopad diary after using Filofax diaries for years is pretty major to me. 

Alison (2012-06-29 04:43:45)

I’ve not been using Filofax that long so mine is an ongoing thing, I don’t have time to sit down and do a major set up for much of the time, so it’s kind of a blank canvas that I add to when I have time, I find this works well for me, this way it gets thought through properly and I’m not keep swapping and changing, as yet i’ve not named any dividers, want to wait until i’m completely happy with the set up first. 

Alison (2012-06-29 04:46:35)

I’d love a meet up in the North of England, i’m in the North West and wondered if there’s enough of us for a mini meet up!! 

Clareio (2012-06-29 05:11:29)

City Organiser is great but they don’t have everything and last I checked they didn’t have it in red but all the others were 30 % off... plus if the philofaxy discount code is working it may be worth compromising on the colour! 

Clareio (2012-06-29 05:16:37)

As the diary section of my filofax only started on monday, and I didn’t have a whole lot to do before that anyway, I have found that the set up I had didn’t work for me at all. I had separate work/home diaries but it just made things complicated so I’ve already taken out the day per page in favour of using a WO2P for everything. Now i’ve hit a problem, my filofax is pocket sized and i’m filling up the space I have daily (including rubbing things out that i’ve done... or indeed not got round to in order to make space... and i’m still using extra paper most days!! so this weekends mammoth task is to reorganise, make some tabs that might work (temporary ones for now) and

maybe try and use separate to do lists more often! 

Or I could just wait until I get paid and buy a personal... 

David Popely (2012-06-29 05:23:53)

Clareio I just can’t imagine using anything smaller than a Personal - I have enough space issues with that! If you

*really* want to continue with small formats, I don’t know if you can get the ’day planner’ sheets for your size (you can certainly get them for Personal), but that might be an idea. Otherwise, if my Wo2P diary gets overloaded I just add a sheet of lined paper in between the two leaves and overspill onto that. 

Gail (2012-06-29 05:41:49)

Ohh Alison, I am in the North East (near Durham)I would love a meet up, but not sure where would be

appropriate seeing as the ”best” Filofax shops are in London. 

Yesterday I took a trip to Newcastle, they seem to have a few places that sell Filofaxs.....The Pen Shop, John Lewis, Fenwicks, WHSmiths, Rymans and Paperchase. (The paperchase shop is huge). 

John Lewis had a really good collection in and a lot were in their sale too. It would be great if us ”Northerners” 

could meet up too! 

java’s mum (2012-06-29 05:56:30)

@Lime Tree - I’ve tried all those sites, I’m thinking I’ll have to order through the French site. 

@Clareio - I had been thinking about the compact zip but the ochre and purple just didn’t do it for me, and then I saw the red personal on flickr and knew it was the colour for me. It’s a shame because I really like the city organiser site. 

Circus Life (2012-06-29 06:08:50)

Just got my first Filofax! I spent about 2 hours setting everything up in the pocket. I’m not sure how long it will 488



last before I change it though. 

lifeconsidered (2012-06-29 06:11:48)

I just changed binders this week as well...from the Cuban personal to the Osterly personal. The Osterly also has two pen loops, which was a pleasant surprise. I think I just found the perfect pen, a Foray Stylemark with a fine point and BROWN ink. Now I just need the right pencil

David Popely (2012-06-29 06:35:20)

I too now have what is for me the perfect pen...a Parker 45 vintage ballpoint from around 1980, which has come down to me through my late father-in-law. £3.50 for a new refill (I don’t think it had been used since 1980-ish) and it’s perfect. 

Pencil-wise I’m using the generic silver FF pencil which i bought from the shop in Conduit St after I lost my other Parker pencil. It’s a bit small for my hand, but it’s OK. I might try and get a pencil to match the Parker 45

pen......that would be 100 % a result! 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-06-29 07:13:32)

I’m going to be in Liverpool until October!! 

Anita (2012-06-29 08:05:45)

I’ve been also using a GTD setup since my first filofax & overall it doesn’t change very much. I never did settle down properly into my A5, so am in the process of setting up my purple Malden & will stick to the sections I had in personal size before. I find it very easy to have ’setup envy’, but I don’t tend to do anything about it apart from the occasional minor tweak. 

Alison (2012-06-29 08:29:49)

Yeah it’s usually the case Gail, all the best shops are in London, that’s why I always order online, i’d love a London meet up, but it makes me nervous travelling alone, I just thought a mini meet up where we could have lunch and talk Filofax, it would be nice to meet in real life. 

Preston is rubbish for Filofax, WHSmith, Ryman and Staples is about the only place and they don’t have much variety and are overpriced compared to City Organiser. We don’t even have a Paperchase here in Preston. 

I’m hoping to go Stationary shopping in Manchester soon with my mum, anybody know if there is anywhere in

Manchester for Filofax? 

TPS - maybe we could meet up while your still in Liverpool, what’s Liverpool like for Filofax & stationary. 

The best way is see who would like a meet up and then meet at a central place, if there no Filofax shop to go to, we can just compare set ups and have a chat etc

David Popely (2012-06-29 08:39:06)

Hi Anita

Best of all, you can run a GTD setup entirely on lined paper, apart from the diary.....so no masses of different inserts. Result! 

stoko77 (2012-06-29 08:51:09)

Hi, Doris - Where in Cali will you be? I’m in Southern California, Los Angeles/Hollywood area specifically. If you have time to meet, let me know. I’m a full-time grad student, own 5-ish Filos, and am currently in midterms. :o)

-Stephanie

Iain (2012-06-29 09:31:11)

Hi all, 

Been a very happy A5 Cuban user for a while now. A5 is definitely for me as it allows me to achieve the ”life in one Filofax” ideal. However, I am now reverting to an A5 Identity. This is such a shame but its Ring size! As I am wanting a ”nice” filo does this mean I am now into the regular trap of ”do I need a Malden?” or even worse ”which is it to be? Malden or Holborn?”. I now see why these questions arise so often! Ohh Filofax your customisation and choice is your finest and worst point!!! :) . Any help for me? 
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David Popely (2012-06-29 09:31:34)

I’ve today started trying to track down the Parker 25 (not 45 as previously stated) pencil to complete the fountain pen and ballpoint set I was recently given. I Googled Parker Pens and duly emailed off to sales@parkerpensuk.co.uk. 

In return I received the following reply:-

Hi David, 

Parker Pens UK is part of the Cutting Edge Promotions group of companies and is not directly related to the manufacture of Parker Pens. For all enquiries regarding repairs, complaints please contact:

They maybe able to give you the information that you require. 

CUSTOMER SERVICES

Newell Rubbermaid

Consumer Services Dept & After sales

Halifax Avenue

Fradley Park

Lichfield

WS13 8SS

Telephone 020 3027 6892 Email SAS.UK@newellco.com

Kind regards

Alan

So there you are....Parker Pens don’t make Parker Pens, and can’t advise about them. but a company with a

name sounding like a fetish organisation ’maybe’ (sic) able to. 

So is it me? Or is the entire world mad now? 

No wonder I’m always grumpy...... 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-29 09:35:25)

What about the Trafford Centre in Manchester or Meadowhall in Sheffield? I know the Trafford Centre has a Pen Shop and the Paperchase shop in Meadowhall is fab. I’m in West Yorkshire x

Ashleigh (2012-06-29 09:45:31)

I’m in the north east Alison where abouts are you in the north west? x

mstraat (2012-06-29 10:47:37)

The compact Holborn has vertical card slots. Also no Zipped pocket, which I prefer for it to be truly compact but others might not. 

Kate (2012-06-29 10:52:32)

I’m frequently tweaking my setup because I find it soothing. My daily Filofax at the moment is the special edition Swarovski. It’s a bit small and I keep trying to return to my personal size Deco but I love the special edition glossy leather. 

My current problem is a work Filofax. I’ve been using my A5 Finchley in purple which us gorgeous but I find I’m being too precious about it when I’m actually quite messy and throw things in y bag or drop them on the floor etc. 

I’m thinking if changing to the domino in A5. How rugged is it? What about the chameleon? Any help gratefully received. 

Alison (2012-06-29 10:59:10)

Preston, Lancashire. 

I’m off to Trafford Centre tomoz for daughters birthday shopping, I’ll check out what’s there

J (2012-06-29 11:01:31)

Hi Java! I have the personal crimson Malden, I ordered it from the US, and I use it as a wallet! 

I got my Malden from Pens and Leather, but looking again I see they don’t have the crimson anymore!!! I’d

definitely say it is worth ordering from the French site- is is an amazing color. 

As for the wallet part, I use a simple Day Runner insert to hold cash and coin- I actually ironically just wrote a 490



blog post about it. Read more here: http://thecrazylifeofj.blogspot.com/2012/06/does-it-all-malden.html

Good luck!!! 

Alison (2012-06-29 11:04:35)

I’ve given over bothering Kate, was gutted when I got my first scratch on my pocket finchley, but a Filofax is there to be used, what’s the point of it looking pretty when it’s meant for use, in time they do get shabby looking but I think it adds to the effect a much used and loved Filofax :)

Lime Tree (2012-06-29 11:09:30)

@mstraat thank you for the info! So it’s not like a the personal layout. Hmmm . Do you happen to have a pic of the inside? 

Kate (2012-06-29 11:14:38)

Thanks for tat, Alison. I think you’re right and I just need to relax a little! 

mstraat (2012-06-29 11:18:52)

@Lime Tree email me at mstraat@neb.rr.com and I’ll send you a photo

Rianne (2012-06-29 11:20:53)

Forgive me if i didn’t comment right. 

This is my first one.... 

I have bougt on ebay the filofax finsbury in black (I have recieved Yesterday) and I have set it up so far. But my and my Boyfriend also bought A Filofax classic in brown. What do you think what i shall pick. The classis is in the mail so It hasn’t arrived yet. What is the preferencs for you. Because one is for me and the other for my boyfriend. (Yes I have confinced him to get one too) but i can choose with one I like!!!. 

I stil have my A5 for my desk where i keep the loggingcodes that i don’t use outside the house. The A5 wil more become my householdmanagment book that is still in progress. 

Gr. Rianne

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-29 11:21:12)

@java’s mum: If you can’t get hold of the crimson Malden, another option may be the red Chameleon. It’s

currently half price on the UK site at £32.50 with free delivery until Monday. It looks a lovely deep, rich red. Just a thought in case you didn’t want to bother getting the Malden from France. 

Lime Tree (2012-06-29 11:32:59)

@mstraat great! Just emailed you! 

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-06-29 11:50:18)

I clear out my Filofaxes (work & personal) every few months: everything out, polish the mech, careful spritz of perfume on the fabric, etc - sometimes it’s obvious one needs a new arrangement, sometimes not. 

But I try to have a rule not to make dividers until there’s a clear need and the ”Misc” section is getting too full with one particular thing, which saves me then ending up with redundant sections. 

Speaking of perfume, does anyone else here use those tiny fabric squares with perfume samples from magazines to scent their Faxes? I love doing that, I’m strictly a one-perfume girl for myself, and absolutely hate ”air fresheners” 

and heavily scented things, but I do like to use those for my books... 

Btw @ Joseph, Barry and a few others, have you seen this link: [1]Bible Design Blog - Filofax Meets Bible - I posted it in Tuesday’s FFA but it might have got missed. 

1. http://www.bibledesignblog.com/2009/04/how-i-roll-for-the-moment.html

Anita (2012-06-29 11:52:04)

Hi David, I agree! I only have lined paper in mine & use the calendar on my iPod touch, so very simple :) 491



Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-06-29 11:53:58)

This 24 year-old Filofax is one of the most beautiful things I’ve ever seen: [1]Fountain Pen Network Forums: Filofax pic. 

My Kendal gets better with age as well, but that one above is just BEEEOOOOTIFUL!! 

1. http://www.fountainpennetwork.com/forum/index.php?/topic/165995-naturally-aged-vintage-notebooks/

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-06-29 12:00:21)

Would the A5 Kendal help - that make’s been discontinued but you can still find them on e-Bay, it has 3cm rings and is GORGEOUS. 

It’s got 2 pen loops like the Identity, they have a small elastic insert hidden away to mean they stretch, holds up incredibly well to damage, scratches just fade away like magic... 

It’s the Filofax of the Gods imho... ;o)

Steve Morton (2012-06-29 12:15:58)

David

I think you will find that this is the correct address for Parker Pens, they used to have a place in Newhaven, might still be there not sure. 

http://www.parkerpen.com/ #/en/ingenuityHome

Steve

Gail (2012-06-29 12:48:31)

In the last fortnight, I have bought the A5 Malden and the A5 Holborn. The Malden has bigger rings and holds loads but the Holborn has more pockets and you can easy slide a A5 notebook in one of them. 

David Popely (2012-06-29 13:02:44)

hi Steve

Thanks...that’s much appreciated. 

I followed the links through and ended up with the same address as the one given to me by the Mythical Parker Pen Company. I’ve emailed them, so we’ll see if they reply. I’m not holding my breath at the moment - I might post to the Fountain Pen network over the weekend.... 

Thanks again

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-06-29 14:10:17)

Hi Alison! Liverpool is quite good for Filofaxes, John Lewis and Paperchase stand out! But of course there are loads of lovely cafes here... ;D I’d love for there to be a meet-up here, or somewhere relatively close like Manchester or Birmingham! 

kanalt (2012-06-29 14:15:19)

I’m in new York and can maybe meet that weekend, depending o n what is going on. Email me offline and we can discuss. Email is kanalt17 at gmail DOT com. :-)

kanalt (2012-06-29 14:20:17)

I am very happy with my setup as it is now, so I probably won’t be changing it unless something new comes along. 

As for the binder, I’ve been in the compact regency for about 9 months now and low it. But I am eyeing the compact osterley in plum for a little bit of color. I’m pretty sure I will end up ordering it in a couple f weeks. Stay tuned... 

JasJan (2012-06-29 14:23:34)

Hi, I am North West as well. Chester is also very good for filos, Debenhams has a pen shop, WHsmiths is

surprisingly good and paperchase. The Traffford Centre also has Selfridges and John Lewis with good filos too. 

Tim (2012-06-29 14:28:22)

Just flaggig-up another guy living in the north of England. I’m based in The Yorkshire Dales. I worked for several 492



years in London but now manage to avoid going there. The Olympics in August will be my first time in ages! Unfortunately, I work in the hospitality sector so would struggle to get to a weekend meet, even in the North, but would try! 

Angel Jem (2012-06-29 14:48:03)

Liverpool as well... Is that enough for a meet? Let me know when... 

Anthony Hill (2012-06-29 16:02:28)

Hi Alison

I’m in the Greater Manchester area would like very much to have a mini meet up. John Lewis had some Filofaxes. In Market Street Manchester there’s a large branch of Paper Chase, pens, hand made paper, card etc. Lots of Places to ate in the city centre you’re spoilt for choice. Est Cafe in the Arndale Centre, Debenhams Restaurant both tried and tested of course there’s lots more too numerous to mention. The Trafford Centre have or had The Pen Shop great just browsing in there. I too dislike travelling long distances alone. Looks like we could arrange a meet what about it? 

Helen Conway (2012-06-29 16:12:30)

I’m in St. Helens and potentially up for a NorthWest meetup If the time is right. 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-06-29 17:08:27)

@Tim: I was playing on the bandstand in Ilkley last Sunday...!!! Small world! 

Butanben (2012-06-29 17:47:28)

It is a very personal thing, but just to say, I adore my A5 black Finsbury. Many folks may regard it as boring, but to me it looks business like and professional, has the right lay out of pockets, is durable and because it is in black never stains and never shows wear and tear. Have also got the raspberry Finsbury in A5 and I don’t know why, but I keep gravitating back towards the black each time. I think it just looks smart!! I’d keep the one that YOU

know you love the best and would use the most often. 

Iain (2012-06-29 17:47:39)

Thx for the advise! The Kendal was not in my thoughts so I am off to investigate. I thought the Malden & Holborn had the same size rings do that’s also great to know. Seriously, thanks! 

Butanben (2012-06-29 17:51:07)

I am so happy with my WO2P Philofaxy diary, that I can’t see myself changing that layout EVER!!! Thanks

Steve and Ray. xx

DEM (2012-06-29 18:02:03)

Congrats on your new FF! 

PaperMeister (2012-06-29 19:39:53)

Domino owners:

I’m considering buying a Domino or an Apex. I know two lovelies answered my ’how does the Apex wear’

(apparently not that well) but does anyone have an Apex and a Domino and can you tell me which one handles

scuffs and scrapes? Basically, I want to make sure their worth the $38! 

Thanks so much for your help! 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-29 19:47:47)

Thank you so much for posting this, Shanti. I am on of Mark’s regular readers at Bible Design Blog. 

Doris (2012-06-29 20:24:34)

@Stoko77: I’ll be mostly in Sacramento, and don’t know if I’ll get to LA. I’m sure you use your filo for school. A lot of gals on here are in uni/college as well. 
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austinlinda (2012-06-29 20:46:43)

I’ve looked EVERYWHERE for the crimson Malden–in the US, UK, French sites & all the discounted stores like Goldspot, Pens & Leather, Pen Boutique and EBay–no luck. I’ve got friends keeping their eyes out for me! But I don’t think I’m going to be lucky this time. 

BTW - The description of the personal Malden says Exterior has ”wallet” pocket. Does this mean there is an

outside pocket on the back of the personal size Malden? 

Also-does it stay open when paper is balanced? 

Thanks y’all, from Austin, Texas! 

Lime Tree (2012-06-29 21:21:31)

@kanalt yay! Email right on your way! 

DEM (2012-06-29 21:41:36)

I would LOVE to try a Dodopad for my personal but the teeny boxes make me nervous. Just not enough room. 

Would have more seriously consider if they stretched the height of the grid. I really would love to try Dodopad. :-(

Doris (2012-06-29 21:53:26)

Differing opinion here, I love the Classics and never warmed up to the Finsbury. Maybe the A5 is softer and lies flat? (:

Shanti (aka Shanananana) (2012-06-30 01:32:46)

Super! :D - I’m not a regular reader so didn’t spot you on his blog, but I did bookmark that post because the pics are stunning, and inspired me to print out some poems and get a similar visual effect. 

There was an old Bible in my family’s possession when I was young that had flowers and scented leaves from

wedding bouquets pressed in, and also dates of births, deaths and marriages entered in the front, and I think that was a common custom dating back to when many households had very few books, usually only that one in fact:

it’s an interesting piece of folk history, and makes the link to Filofaxes even more neat! 

Debimoje (2012-06-30 16:57:18)

YAY! a northwest meetup would be fab! i am in Widnes so manchester/Liverpool/Chester would be great!!! LETS

DO IT!!!!!!!!! 

Anthony Hill (2012-06-30 18:02:34)

@Alison

I think we have quite a number of members interested in order to organise a mini meet up, if we can’t visit a store we could just have lunch, chat, exchange ideas and views. We need to co-ordinate things where’s the best place to meet etc. What do you think? 

Steve Morton (2012-06-30 18:31:30)

Hi Everyone. 

I hope someone steps forward to be the co-ordinator for this meet up. I know it might seem like a lot of work at first but it will be worth while. 

You might find my meet up notes useful to help you get organised. 

http://www.philofaxy.com/files/PhilofaxyMeetUp.pdf

I will look in to updating them if there’s anything I think I’ve left out. 

I know when Kate and Hannah and I met up in Liverpool in April we found a few stockists in the city but nothing quite like City Organiser! 

If you need any help, just ask

Regards

Steve
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Web Finds - 30 June 2012 (2012-06-30 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

I went hunting for the very first Web Finds this morning, although it wasn’t called Web Finds back in

July 2009, they were random posts normally titled ’[2]From the web’ with all of two posts or more in it! 

Whilst hunting for the first post I realised that last Saturday was the 3rd anniversary of me joining

the Philofaxy team! And today... is Laurie’s 3rd anniversary of being a full time member of the team, 

although if you look back through the archives Laurie had contributed some guest posts before then. 

This week I’m pleased to say isn’t as insane as the 50 odd links we had last week but still a respectable

number! 

I’ve also included a couple of GTD video’s although not directly Filofax related, I’m sure the 43 folders

idea could be adapted for a work Filofax. 

We start with a very very special post that I insist you all read..... 

1. [3]Guest post- Esmé’s Filofax - Rapunzel’s World

2. [4]Holborn - Familienzuwachs - Filo-Manie

3. [5]London 2012 Filofax - Lancashire Cat

4. [6]What’s in my Filofax? - Deligted

5. [7]Filofax Dividers with a guilt chaser... - The Crazy Suburban Mom

6. [8]A tour of my Business A5 Filofax - My Life All in One Place

7. [9]my filofax week #10 - Paper Lovestory

8. [10]How to Create a Unique Dashboard for your Filofax | The Filofancy Way! - Filofancy

9. [11]Zip Pockets for A5 - The Purple Pen of Doom

10. [12]Pocket Malden Wallet Setup - The Purple Pen of Doom

11. [13]My Reading/Movie Filofax in Progress!! - Filo Obsessed

12. [14]My Malden at his worst... - Chaotic Perfectionist

13. [15]Use a Mini-Saga to expand an idea - Filofax Sagas

14. [16]Filo Sighting #1 - Honey & Filofaxes

15. [17]Planner overkill (sometimes too much is simply too much!) - We really didn’t need another

Filofax blog

16. [18]Is My Planner Failing...? And A Special Delivery To Make My Day!!! - LJ’s Blog of Stuff

17. [19]Finsbury update - Krista’s Filo
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18. [20]Spoiled: A second Filofax meetup in less than a month - The Crazy Life of J

19. [21]Let The Filofax Do All The Talking - Filofit

20. [22]New Filofax Additions!! - Filo Obsessed

21. [23](Another) New Organiser - Paper Pens Ink

22. [24]my current filofax set up - Paper Lovestory

23. [25]What’s in my Filofax Pocket Rio today? - The Crazy Suburban Mom

24. [26]I did buy... but not a Filofax! - Pen to Paper

25. [27]I must be jinxed! Defect A5 Aqua Chameleon from filofax.dk - Belzira’s corner

26. [28]A Sticky Note Wall - It’s My Life

27. [29]How do you organise? - Chain X Stationery

28. [30]101 Update, or should I say lack of an update!! - Filo Obsessed

29. [31]Enabling 101 - The Crazy Suburban Mom

30. [32]New diary day...... take two - You big eejit

31. [33]My Filofax Birthday - Life... considered, planned, organised

32. [34]The Pocket Baroque has arrived!! - The Wonderful Life of Alice

33. [35]Filofax Blog of the Week: Lime Tree Fruits - My Life All in One Place

34. [36]Oooooops, I did it again! - All Things Stationery

35. [37]A question of holes... - The Crazy Suburban Mom

36. [38]june; can’t live withouts - Paper Lovestory

37. [39]Leon, my Stay-at-home Filo - Honey and Filofaxes

38. [40]New dividers-ready made - Krista’s Filo

39. [41]Book Journal - It’s My Life! 

40. [42]Geduldsprobe - Filomaniac

41. [43]Friday’s Filofax Poll #3 - Vanjilla

42. [44]Untitled - From down the well

Enjoy

And some videos this week. 

IFRAME: [45]http://www.youtube.com/embed/zm10hbaDNdE?rel=0

IFRAME: [46]http://www.youtube.com/embed/a4rGPmhkqds?rel=0

IFRAME: [47]http://www.youtube.com/embed/zitePgSEeRY?rel=0

IFRAME: [48]http://www.youtube.com/embed/JhmZhTXN4as?rel=0

IFRAME: [49]http://www.youtube.com/embed/YG0FU M YB8?rel=0

IFRAME: [50]http://www.youtube.com/embed/UV-UE0kwQbc?rel=0
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1. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-bJDrXVhsvXI/T-3uAaeb2dI/AAAAAAAAL9Q/I7Nbi2OZwrU/s1600/keepcalm1.png

2. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2009/07/from-web-monday-27th-july.html

3. http://icclewu.blogspot.fr/2012/06/guest-post-esme-filofax.html

4. http://filo-manie.blogspot.fr/2012/06/holborn-familienzuwachs.html

5. http://lancashirecat.wordpress.com/2012/06/23/london-2012-filofax/

6. http://deligted.blogspot.fr/2012/06/whats-in-my-filofax.html

7. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/06/filofax-dividers-with-guilt-chaser.html

8. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/06/tour-of-my-business-a5-filofax.html

9. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/06/my-filofax-week-10.html

10. http://filofancy.blogspot.fr/2012/06/how-to-create-unique-dashboard-for-your.html

11. http://jarfm.com/?p=263

12. http://jarfm.com/?p=283

13. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/06/my-readingmovie-filofax-in-progress.html

14. http://elfenfisch.blogspot.fr/2012/06/my-malden-at-his-worst.html

15. http://filofaxsagas.blogspot.fr/2012/06/use-mini-saga-to-expand-idea.html

16. http://honeyandfilofaxes.blogspot.fr/2012/06/filo-sighting-1.html

17. http://notanotherfilofaxblog.blogspot.fr/2012/06/planner-overkill-sometimes-too-much-is.html

18. http://ljsblogofstuff.blogspot.fr/2012/06/is-my-planner-failing-and-special.html

19. http://kristasfilo.blogspot.fr/2012/06/finsbury-update.html

20. http://thecrazylifeofj.blogspot.fr/2012/06/spoiled-second-filofax-meetup-in-less.html

21. http://filofit.wordpress.com/2012/06/28/let-the-filofax-do-all-the-talking/

22. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/06/new-filofax-additions.html

23. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/06/another-new-organiser.html

24. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/06/my-current-filofax-set-up.html

25. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/06/whats-in-my-filofax-pocket-rio-today.html

26. http://justjennypentopaper.blogspot.fr/2012/06/i-did-buy-but-not-filofax.html

27. http://belzira.blogspot.com/2012/06/i-must-be-jinxed-defect-a5-aqua.html

28. http://gailwheatley.blogspot.fr/2012/06/sticky-note-wall.html

29. http://chainxstationery.blogspot.fr/2012/06/how-do-you-organise.html

30. http://filo-obsessed.blogspot.fr/2012/06/101-update-or-should-i-say-lack-of.html

31. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/06/enabling-101.html

32. http://bigeejit.blogspot.fr/2012/06/new-diary-day-take-two.html

33. http://lifeconsideredplannedorganized.blogspot.fr/2012/06/my-filofax-birthday.html

34. http://the-wonderful-life-of-alice.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/pocket-baroque-has-arrived.html

35. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/06/filofax-blog-of-week-lime-tree-fruits.html

36. http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.fr/2012/06/oooooops-i-did-it-again.html

37. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/06/a-question-of-holes.html

38. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/06/june-cant-live-withouts.html

39. http://honeyandfilofaxes.blogspot.fr/2012/06/leon-my-stay-at-home-filo.html

40. http://kristasfilo.blogspot.fr/2012/06/new-dividers-ready-made.html

41. http://gailwheatley.blogspot.fr/2012/06/book-journal.html

42. http://filomaniac.blogspot.fr/2012/06/geduldsprobe.html

43. http://vanjilla.blogspot.fr/2012/06/fridays-filofax-poll-3.html

44. http://downthewell.blogspot.fr/2012/06/untitled.html

45. http://www.youtube.com/embed/zm10hbaDNdE?rel=0

46. http://www.youtube.com/embed/a4rGPmhkqds?rel=0

47. http://www.youtube.com/embed/zitePgSEeRY?rel=0

48. http://www.youtube.com/embed/JhmZhTXN4as?rel=0

49. http://www.youtube.com/embed/YG0FU_M_YB8?rel=0

50. http://www.youtube.com/embed/UV-UE0kwQbc?rel=0
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LJ (2012-06-30 00:06:50)

Woohoo!!! Thanks for including me and thanks for making my Satruday complete with a big list of Filofax blogs to read. Loving the pic, I think we’ll be seeing that on quite a few filo dividers in the near future :o)

Steve Morton (2012-06-30 01:27:00)

I can make the image available in the right proportions for Personal and A5 if it helps. 

Laurie (2012-06-30 03:02:16)

3 years! What a fun and amazing 3 years it’s been. Happy Philofaxy-versary to both of us, Steve! 

Jarfm.com (2012-06-30 03:47:35)

Love having a collection of posts like this! Puts a big smile on my face to see my own posts listed too :)

Last weeks took me nearly all week to read through on my train journeys to work as I didn’t end up reading them all last weekend for some reason! 

Right, off to do some reading and pondering what I can purchase next... 

Maus (2012-06-30 06:24:08)

Please be so kind to add one for Pocket... ;-)

Butanben (2012-06-30 07:42:09)

I personally think that Esme should be nominated for the best commentator in the Philofaxy awards. Esme your guest post was just the best and most splendid thing I have read in a long time!!I think there are many grown ups, me included who share your love of stickers and a good Filofax.Pink is just the best colour too isn’t it? And as for your chicken stickers... they are simply super duper! 

Joseph David Quinton (2012-06-30 08:56:50)

Happy Anniversary, Steve and Laurie! 

Steve Morton (2012-06-30 09:53:50)

Now available on the Files page

[1]http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/files.html

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/files.html

DEM (2012-06-30 18:38:39)

Happy anniversary to you both! 

MrsWinC (2012-06-30 23:02:20)

I *sorta* use 43 folders in my agenda, simply because I use the page-per-day style diary. I have the monthly dividers with the current month first and then the others behind (in order) with a blank note page so I can write down appointments, due dates, etc. without having to mess with the system I use on my two-pages-per-month

layout. (Hope this makes sense to people! 

– Wini @ postgradmama.wordpress.com

HM (2012-07-01 03:40:03)

Wow, thanks for including me!! I’ll have lots to read today, since I couldn’t get online yesterday... And I LOVE

your picture!! Thanks a lot for making the file available to us! 
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Chapter 1

2012

1.1

April

Video Web Finds for March 2012 (2012-04-01 00:00) - Steve Morton

Thank you to Ray for suggesting this idea. Here are all the latest video web finds published in March. 

IFRAME: [1]http://www.youtube.com/embed/HCAxTgncNts

IFRAME: [2]http://www.youtube.com/embed/JQa UOsIZpg

IFRAME: [3]http://www.youtube.com/embed/FRT2Cg9M2EQ

IFRAME: [4]http://www.youtube.com/embed/f6g5wVI-tm4

IFRAME: [5]http://www.youtube.com/embed/tNQYh-MwrRo

IFRAME: [6]http://www.youtube.com/embed/riqmHdB96M8

IFRAME: [7]http://www.youtube.com/embed/qF4Jj3suOjw

IFRAME: [8]http://www.youtube.com/embed/OGmE ApyxuA

IFRAME: [9]http://www.youtube.com/embed/MosGwzQX7lU

IFRAME: [10]http://www.youtube.com/embed/S9vuiEmn5jI

IFRAME: [11]http://www.youtube.com/embed/nfBbK7zsS-s

IFRAME: [12]http://www.youtube.com/embed/KW6z4r9WfZ8

IFRAME: [13]http://www.youtube.com/embed/DPMJRJOdUyk

IFRAME: [14]http://www.youtube.com/embed/bP-1DoqRvH8

IFRAME: [15]http://www.youtube.com/embed/MnExWdEF-FA

Enjoy

1. http://www.youtube.com/embed/HCAxTgncNts

2. http://www.youtube.com/embed/JQa_UOsIZpg

3. http://www.youtube.com/embed/FRT2Cg9M2EQ

4. http://www.youtube.com/embed/f6g5wVI-tm4

5. http://www.youtube.com/embed/tNQYh-MwrRo

6. http://www.youtube.com/embed/riqmHdB96M8

7. http://www.youtube.com/embed/qF4Jj3suOjw

8. http://www.youtube.com/embed/OGmE_ApyxuA

9. http://www.youtube.com/embed/MosGwzQX7lU
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10. http://www.youtube.com/embed/S9vuiEmn5jI

11. http://www.youtube.com/embed/nfBbK7zsS-s

12. http://www.youtube.com/embed/KW6z4r9WfZ8

13. http://www.youtube.com/embed/DPMJRJOdUyk

14. http://www.youtube.com/embed/bP-1DoqRvH8

15. http://www.youtube.com/embed/MnExWdEF-FA

Lime Tree (2012-04-01 01:14:14)

how nice! very good idea indeed! 

terriknits (2012-04-01 01:23:58)

great idea! More to look forward to on my weekends! Thanks, Steve and Ray! 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-01 05:16:57)

Fantastic idea - thanks Steve and Ray. 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-04-01 08:18:14)

That’s brilliant! Love it! 

tracy

Anita (2012-04-01 16:26:01)

Great idea & thank you for including mine in the list! 

Butanben (2012-04-01 19:50:20)

I so wish that my area had high speed broadband, and not just dial up broadband. The buffering on my computer is just awful,awful, awful, so any You Tube or similar videos just start....stop....start....stop. Maddening, as I would just love to sit down and enjoy these clips. Such a fantastic idea Steve and Ray. Thank you. 

Ray Blake (2012-04-02 02:34:19)

Hit the pause button and let the whole video download before watching it. 

Jotje (2012-04-02 14:04:50)

Great idea, Ray and Steve! Despite browsing YT I seem to have missed a few! And thanks for including my

Adelphi-Vids. I actually moved into my purple A5 Finchley soon after I made those video’s (typical, isn’t it?). 

Jotje (2012-04-02 14:24:24)

Re that last video: the girl keeps saying ”Faxofile”. Why? Never heard anybody saying Faxofile before? 

Reader Under The Spotlight - Paulien (2012-04-02 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

1. When did you buy your first Filofax and what was it? 

It was early 2007, shortly before finishing my masters degrees and starting a job as a consultant and phd
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student. It was a blue personal size piazza, that I chose after thinking about it for months and spending

hours on-line on Philofaxy and filofax.nl. I still have it, but stopped using it when the rings became

misaligned and the suede strip became dirty. I already asked about it on Philofaxy in the comments on

this post: [2]http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2008/02/ho w-do-you-filo.html. By this time I had become

attached to Filofax, and I have used one since then. 

2. What other brands have you used or considered using? 

Before buying a Filofax, I had used Moleskine pocket weekly notebook for a few years, and tried out

pocket size Filofax-like organisers. Before that I don’t even remember what diaries I used, but I know

that we were obliged to use one in school from age 10 and I continued to use one in university. 

Even though I love using a Filofax, I now and then become restless or want to downsize so I tried larger

Molsekines, some Quo Vadis models and a few Paperblanks, and even a solution with outlook, Gcal or

iCal and a smartphone. But I always come back to Filofax after a few days, or weeks at most. 

3. Out of the organisers you own which is your current favourite (Style and Size)? 

Hard question. It will have to be my personal size Finchley in purple. I just love the soft leather and the colour. Too bad it scratches quite quickly though, especially on the clasp. 

4. How many Filofax organisers do you own? 

Let me think. I have two pocket size ones, a classic in brown and a chameleon in raspberry. I love them

both, but they don’t work that well since they are so small. Still I would try and fail every year, but this year I have managed to resist buying refills in pocket size. 

In personal size I have quite a few. First the blue piazza, then I got the classic in brown as I loved the

pocket one but wanted the size of the piazza. Then I have a Siena in cinnamon, Finsbury in raspberry, a

green Songbird, a purple Finchley, a raspberry Chameleon and a yellow Piazza (which doesn’t have the

suede strip). Way too many and I should probably sell or give away some of them. Only I can’t decide

which ones! 

5. What do you use your Filofax for? 

O a whole lot. I only use one Filofax at a time. I have my diary in it, where I write all work and personal appointments and reminders. Then a section for personal notes which has all kinds of lists like book wish

list, clothes I need to replace, hours of the nice classes at my gym, gift ideas and such. 

Next I have my general to-do lists for my work as a consultant and phd student, where I keep smaller and

larger long-term items split up by personal, research and client work. These are sometimes actual tasks, 

sometimes they are more project-like. I just write them down as a reminder that they exist. In the front

of this section I have a weekly to-do list for just that week, that I make by looking at my general todo

lists and diary pages. Then I have a projects section where I am supposed to keep a page for each work

project, like my thesis chapters and defence organisation. I am not that good at keeping this up to date. 

Then I have a section with some spare paper, and in the back I have a world map and two clear envelopes, 

one for fun bits and pieces and one to collect receipts for my monthly expense reports. I don’t keep client information in it, this is on my work laptop. I plan to set up a section for larger personal projects, like restarting my blog, learning to knit and my Archimedes translation but I haven’t done that yet. 

6. What was the feature about Filofax you like most? 

I like the fact that you can have all of your information in one place, and I think this is what keeps me

coming back to it. No need for an extra notebook for wish lists and to-do lists on loose papers. And you

can add and remove pages as needed any time. 

7. If you could design your own Filofax what would it feature? 

I would be personal size, and purple of course. It would lay flat like the finchley, but have sturdy leather like the classic and piazza. It would have a secretarial pocket in the front, and the layout of the siena in the back with no zipper pocket. And there would be two thin pen loops, not a thin and a fat one like the

siena has. I hate fat pens, so the thin loops are usually perfect for me without the elastic bit. 

8. How do you carry your Filofax? 

In my backpack when I am going to university. When I use a nicer and smaller laptop bag for work, or

when I’m off work, it’s in my handbag. I take it almost everywhere except the gym. 

9. Which Filofax in the current range do you like the most? Are you going to buy it? 

If I am honest, I don’t like the current range that much so I am not going to buy any new model. The

only thing I sometimes think about is adding a mini to my collection to use as a notebook and wallet in
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one. I’m not sure about that yet, but I think mini organisers are very cute. 

10. What is the most you have ever spent on a Filofax? Which model? 

By far the siena; I paid 200 euros for it. This was before I discovered that ordering from Filofax UK was

cheaper than buying in a shop in the Netherlands, even with the shipping costs. It is a beautiful one

though. 

11. Turning to Philofaxy, what do you like the most? 

What I like is seeing how the community evolved from what it was in 2006 when I started reading to

what it is now. Wonderful, no other word for it. Everyone is just helpful and respectful and fun, despite

the differences in age and sex and country of origin and everything else. And I love how helpful everyone

is, for example Steve fixed my chameleon when the rings had damaged in the mail and wanted nothing

in return but a Chimemwe donation. And I have exchanged diary pages with people for no charge, just

because. Where else would you find that? 

12. And what do you not like about Philofaxy? 

This is a hard one, but I have to say this: I miss Philofaxer! I love all the posts by Steve and Laurie and Nan and I don’t want to miss those, but I just think Philofaxer had a wonderful style of writing. Hope he

will rejoin the team one day. 

13. What was the last music album CD you bought or downloaded? 

Hm, I’m not much of a music buyer or listener. I love books though, the last ones I bought were IQ18 by

Haruki Murakami and The Imperfectionists by Tom Rachman. 

Thank you Paulien. 

1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-HtGeePCMC9A/TGFWfQiVx8I/AAAAAAAAIIQ/nCQMY2kZA3I/s1600/Spotlight.jpg

2. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2008/02/how-do-you-filo.html

Gerard (2012-04-02 14:47:25)

Hi Paulien, 

It’s nice to read about you - thanks for posting :)

Ray Blake (2012-04-02 14:48:59)

Interesting that you haven’t tried A5. Any reason? 

terriknits (2012-04-02 19:17:31)

Great post, Paulien! Any chance of a photo of your collection? 

janet (2012-04-03 02:19:38)

Ihave to admit I also miss the Philofaxer - he had such a special way of writing. Steve, Laurie and Nan do a fantastic job though so many kudos from me guys! 

paulien (2012-04-03 02:39:21)

I have not tried a5 because I don’t see any need to. The persoanl is large enough, I have very small handwriting so I can fit a lot on each page. 

Savannah Bleue (2012-05-04 12:14:16)

Does the sunflower yellow Piazza get dirty quick? And I am wondering if I should do a piazza or a chameleon just because the piazza seems to be more thick, and i dont really want to lug another thing around, what with an ipad, sunglasses, wallet, etc. thoughts? 

Free For All Tuesday No 61 (2012-04-03 00:00) - Steve Morton

A great response last week, keep those questions and answers coming. 

So don’t be afraid if you have a Filofax related question go ahead and ask it here, and you can ask it on

the days after Tuesday too... 
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Bridget (2012-04-03 00:05:03)

Is there a way to tell if a filofax is real leather? I’ve got my eye on one on trademe (kind of like ebay but for New Zealanders) and the seller says its real leather, but I have my doubts. Its a red Keswick, I love the retro look, but am less keen (especially with the price they want) if its not leather. Thanks! 

JohnofJenkins (2012-04-03 00:29:46)

After watching several reviews including one by Steve, I bought a Saddle Brown Cuban Zipped. It is an excellent product, well crafted and I guess it would do all that was asked of it. However, I do not like it. I put the tissue paper back, placed the filofax back in the box and it is on my bookcase. I do not know why I don’t like it, but I just don’t. Oh well - still it’s nice to look at. Current Filofax is a Scanda Personal. 

JasJan (2012-04-03 01:49:42)

Does anybody know the ring size of the A5 Balmoral - I am hoping it’s 30mm? 

JasJan (2012-04-03 01:57:22)

I know what you mean. I loved it but the ”lie flat’ issue was too much for me. Also one of the rings didn’t quite meet. I am on the hunt for an A5 one hoping that lies flat! 

Vanjilla (2012-04-03 01:59:53)

Hey Bridget, 

if the Filofax is made of leather, the inside description under its embossed name should say so (real leather, deluxe leather...). I have been tempted by a Keswick before, but given the information from that buyer back then, it is made of patent leather. 

I believe Keswick was also discussed here on Philofaxy - try the search button! 

janet (2012-04-03 02:24:21)

Has anyone bought an A5 purple Malden yet? The pictures on the uk website don’t really show much! I am rather tempted. 

curiouser (2012-04-03 02:55:19)

New discovery- Daiso b7 undated paper fits the pocket size perfectly. The paper is thin, but I’m not complaining given the price. 

Babs (2012-04-03 05:17:18)

I have a question for those of you who have the Filofax A5 hole punch (the proper metal one, not the plastic one). 

What’s the best way to clear it out? Mine isn’t punching as well as it should (I’m only getting through 2-3 pages at most at one time) and I think the chads need emptying, but when I take the indicated end off and give it a shake, hardly any come out. Is there a better way of clearing it out? 

Lady Tamlynn (2012-04-03 06:34:26)

I know everyone is buzzing about the purple Malden at the minute but for those people who fancy a Malden in crimson, grey or vintage pink, there is a seller on ebay UK selling these colours for less than half price. I just received a vintage pink and grey Malden and they only cost me around £32 each! 

Just thought I’d give everyone a heads up :-)

Bridget (2012-04-03 06:38:50)

Thanks! I think I’ll give it a miss, unless they drop their price

Paul B (2012-04-03 06:50:14)

Babs, 

I use mine every day so it fills up quickly. I pull the end off, slide the long bottom piece out and then press down 11



on the punch again. Shaking it will only get rid of the loose bits. They compact themselves in the holes and without pressing down on the punch, its difficult to get them out. I’d be lost without mine. 

Hamish MacBear (2012-04-03 06:50:54)

I pull off the metal base with pliers then use a sharp tool to remove all the compacted paper. It’s a brillaint hole-punch but does need to be thoroughly cleaned out fairly regularly. 

Hamish MacBear (2012-04-03 06:55:31)

I bought one from City Organisers and it is beautiful - the purple is quite dark, similar to the plum of the Osterley. 

City Organisers also give you a choice of a smooth or rough leather. 

Babs (2012-04-03 07:59:01)

Ah-ha! I wasn’t pulling the long bottom piece out! I’ll try again. Thanks both! :)

Babs (2012-04-03 08:10:29)

It’s a long shot ... but does anyone have an A5 that they no longer use or want (not in black or brown ... something zazzier ... and it must lay flat!) that they would be interested in trading for a combination of personal and / or pocket size? I had my eye on a green chameleon in the FF UK sale, but it’s now gone :(

Scoot (2012-04-03 08:31:00)

Re-sharpen metal hole punches by punching aluminium foil. Six peices of foil should do the job, punch them 10

times and that should have them sharpened. 

janet (2012-04-03 09:07:29)

Thanks @hamish Macbear - my favourite colour is purple so I may just do it. I have been off FF lately because of the lack of inserts for A5 but thanks to Steve and Ray I can now print my own xx

Cat Burchmore (2012-04-03 09:12:06)

I have bought one also from City Organiser and my first photos are on my new blog post here

http://decisioninspired.com/?p=76 I hope that helps. 

If not I’m more than happy to take more & pop

them up, or email them, whatever helps you make the decision. 

janet (2012-04-03 09:13:28)

It’s not a question but here goes anyway. I live in Sweden and finally picked up a 2012 paper catalogue yesterday. 

I always notice that the different country websites have different offerings. Also, models that are discontinued or sold out in one country are often available in another. So if you are looking for a particular binder or accessories, try different sites, particularly in Europe. If there is not an English version you can whack the sites through Google translate or send an email in English. 

I often order the adhesive metal name plates from the Swedish site, even for items that are not filofax. Not sure if they are readily available in other countries but they make nice presents as well. 

Babs (2012-04-03 09:19:55)

Thanks everyone. I’ve pulled the metal plate off and de-chadded the hole punch. There were loads of the little beggars in there! 

Thanks for the foil tip too, Scoot. I’ve done that too so hopefully the hole punch will be right as rain again! 

Babs (2012-04-03 09:31:57)

I’ve been playing around with printing my own A5 paper today and realised that Excel is a brilliant tool for printing customised sheets with very little hassle. Just set the paper size to A5 and borders and margins to 0 all round, and create what you want. In my case it was wide-ruled paper with a margin. It’s taken me 2 minutes to do and I’m now printing off a nice stack to go in my filo. 

It would work for practically anything you wanted to customise and is so simple. 
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filofit (2012-04-03 10:25:59)

Hi Babs - would you be interested in a Pink A5 Finsbury? Take a look at my filo and let me know. I am looking for a good home for her as I am on the look out for a mustard Finchley. Thanks. 

Sword Lily (2012-04-03 10:49:16)

I found that seller, unfortunately he only ships to the UK, so many of us are out. 

Babs (2012-04-03 11:18:33)

I would! (If the stickers will come off the front). Do you want to email me? babshobbs [at] gmail [dot] com gdigesu (2012-04-03 11:28:09)

Need a Personal with 30mm rings. Does such a product exist? Please, advise. 

katka (2012-04-03 11:30:21)

Cavendish has 30 mm rings

queendelesa (2012-04-03 11:47:04)

Hi filofans! Where do you register you filo? On the site of the filofax of your country or generally on the UK-site? 

Or does it not matter, because all our details will transferred to Filofax UK? 

Butanben (2012-04-03 13:08:20)

I would like to know which of the leathers is nearest to the Crimson Malden- rough or smooth???? I am in love with my Crimson Malden, which I use as a wallet, and have promised myself a purple A5 Malden when I get that new job of my dreams.....perhaps.... if I can afford it that is!!!! 

Butanben (2012-04-03 13:14:17)

Babs, I take the rubber feet off, slide the long metal strip off, shake the circular chads into the bin and then remove the other chads using a pair of long tweezers, which I keep in my pencil case for the job. I also have a teeny weeny screwdriver, which pokes out the chads perfectly. It was actually in a christmas cracker- and now has a use. The punch does get pretty quickly jammed up and needs cleaned out regularly. I think the design is at fault, as the chads do not drop into the tray bit and just seem to get compacted up. Thanks so much for the foil tip by the way Scoot, so useful to know. xx

JasJan (2012-04-03 13:54:54)

Cuban zip! 

filofit (2012-04-03 15:17:48)

Hi Babs - just tried replying to you, the mail bounced back. Do you want to write to me at jagdishpreethi at gmail dot com? Thanks

Babs (2012-04-03 15:26:03)

Oops - I posted the wrong email address!!! I’ll email you now :)

Maus (2012-04-03 15:27:31)

@janet

I bought one from City Organiser, too - but the Pocket size. 

I´ve got some pictures on my blog, if that would help:

http://filo-manie.blogspot.de/2012/04/review-malden-purple.html

@Butanben

I´ve ordered the smoother version and the leather is really ”smooth” (as you can see on the pictures - so is my Black one), the Crimson is more ”creased” (like my Vintage Pink one also)
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Alison Reeves (2012-04-03 15:50:16)

Domino? 

RealityPrincess (2012-04-03 16:26:26)

I just want to know, if someone uses a A5-Filofax for university notes? 

My next idea is using a Personal Filofax for subject matters instead of cue cards. Do you have experiences? 

Babs (2012-04-03 17:04:28)

I have just set up one of my A5’s as a revision filo for my up-coming exams in June. I have a section for my list of reading plus revision timetable, then the following section contains all the past papers. Then I have 4 sections -

one for each subject I’m studying. I have printed off some Cornell notes sheets and some wide-ruled-with-margin sheets which are now all in my filo waiting to be filled! 

I figure it’ll be a good size to carry around with me - especially on the way to the exam!! 

I chose the A5 over the personal as it’s so much easier to print stuff out at the right size, as opposed to faffing around with personal size sheets. 

RealityPrincess (2012-04-03 17:19:43)

Thanks for your answer! 

I think I will try it with the A5-Finchley. Maybe it’s a bigger motivation too ;)

gdigesu (2012-04-03 19:40:56)

Need a Personal with 30mm rings. Does such a product exist? I know Cavendishes do, but they’re out of

production, are they not? 

So, if they are, which one should I go for? 

Savannah (2012-04-03 21:26:23)

Cuban zip, Guildford zip, the Winchester has two ring sizes including 30mm, Cavendish... 

Savannah (2012-04-03 21:32:14)

If you don’t have any luck with available 30mm Filofaxes (all 30mm are on the way out) on ebay, you may want to try Franklin planner. The page size is slightly wider but if ring size is most important you might give it a go. 

30mm (1 1/4”) used to be standard for the compact size binders but I’ve noticed they are making quite a few with smaller rings now. You’ll have to call them for a size check before ordering. 

Savannah (2012-04-03 21:37:18)

I forgot to mention that the compact accepts personal size filofax pages. Good luck. 

gdigesu (2012-04-04 06:12:31)

Savanah, thank you! Will check with FC. 

gdigesu (2012-04-04 06:14:31)

Thanks katka, JasJan, Alison, Savanah!! 

ONutter (2012-04-04 07:32:36)

I don’t own an A5, but I do own a personal sized one and I think what I’ve experienced with it holds true for the A5 too: it is great if your note taking style is ”words and phrases”, and you mainly focus on listening during classes. It is not as good if you are the type of note taker who tends to write a few pages worth of notes for each class. The reason being mainly that a filofax really isn’t that comfortable to write in for extended periods of time. 

1. The rings get in the way, no matter how large a filofax you have unless you write with the filofax turned so the rings are horizontal (which is very impractical if you want to be able to read your notes easily). 

2. Because of the thickness of your average filofax, the writing surface really ends up to be too high up for comfortable writing. 

3. If you have anything but plain papers in your filofax, the writing surface might also be uneven. 
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All in all, I think for the actual note taking I would keep an A5 writing pad, and then simply punch to fit the filofax in order to organise the notes. 

mppaul2 (2012-04-04 12:16:22)

Finally pulled the trigger and I just ordered my first filofax last night, a red personal Finchley! I am a FC convert and was really hesitant but I think I will be able to keep some of the best FC pages from my compact planner in my personal filofax. So excited to join FF club :-)

Jotje (2012-04-04 13:00:48)

Babs, filofax.dk still has all colours of the A5 Chameleon at a 50 % discount! 

How do you: Manage Projects? (2012-04-04 00:00) - Steve Morton

This topic was discussed in one of our Free For All Tuesdays/Fridays. David P, one of our readers has

been trying to improve the system he uses for handling a large number of projects but as a single person

business. 

David reader wants to be able to do project tracking with dependencies, with the option to update the

dates as you go along. 

So last week, a small group of Philofaxy readers (Tim, Alison R, David, Ray and myself) set about

exchanging emails to see if we could help out and suggest possible Filofax solutions to this problem. In

my own experience in my previous jobs trying to use project management software to tackle this sort

of issue doesn’t really work when you have many projects but only small teams to tackle these many

projects/deadlines. The software keeps trying to drive you in a particular direction and keeps telling

you that you don’t have enough resources (people) to complete the task on time. So you spend far too

many hours fighting the software to get it to tell the truth and not enough time on the really issues about managing the project. 

So we didn’t quite come to any wonderful instant solutions in discussions. It would have been great to

have come up with an all paper solution, does one exist? But we tended towards a part paper, part

electronic solution. 

Mainly because if you have a chart of some description it is quicker to amend the chart on your PC in say

Excel and then print it off again than to redraw your chart showing tasks and deadlines only on paper. 

But did we miss anything obvious? 

Please add your thoughts and comments, if you have any pictures you can share may be include a link to

Flickr in your comments. 

David Popely (2012-04-04 01:48:24)

Update - since last weekend I’ve prepared a draft project management sheet in Excel....I don’t know best how to upload this to the website for people to critique, but maybe someone can advise me. 

Basically, my projects (broadly speaking) follow the pattern of an identical series of tasks, each of which is dependent upon the completion of the previous task. So a project, called, for example, ’Company A accounts’

would comprise seven or eight steps from beginning to end. because each of these projects (but not the individual steps) are deadlined, I need to be able to set ’interim’ deadlines for the various tasks within the ’set’, and make sure they are all pushed through to completion before the final, ’real’ due date. 

I think my A5 checklist will provide a basis for this, but I’d be very interested to know how other readers’do’

project management, especially if you’re working from within a paper-based system of GTD, because this seems to be an area which GTD doesn’t really carer for (there’a another, but I’ll leave that for another day!)

Babs (2012-04-04 02:32:13)

David - you could put the s/sheet on google docs and post the link here for us all to be able to see. 

Sounds like an interesting concept. It’s something I’ll need to definitely look at when I return to the working world! 
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HM (2012-04-04 03:21:49)

(Sorry if my idea is obvious or has already been discarded!)

Could you use a Gantt chart? You could print out a chart, where the first column would be the list of tasks (with the sub-tasks) in the order in which they need to be completed. 

The rest of the columns would be for dates (one column per day, or week, depending on your time frame). These date columns can be very narrow. The last date in these has to be the ’real’ due date. The first date has to be the day you start the project. 

Now when you start your first task, you can color the first day. If you end up spending 10 days to complete the first task, 10 boxes will be colored on the first line. You can easily see exactly how much time is left (uncolored boxes towards the right) to tackle the other tasks before the end of the project. 

This can help you analyze which are the most time-consuming tasks. If you have employees to which you assign these tasks, you could also create a line for each of them under each main task... 

If all your projects follow the same pattern you could have an excel chart with the list of tasks ready to print, you would just need to adjust the dates according to the deadline given. 

What do you think? 

gdigesu (2012-04-04 05:27:46)

Steve, Alison, Mr P, Ray, Tim, hi. 

You may want to look into http://store.franklinplanner.com/store/category/prod1110021/US-Busin ess-Forms/Project-Management-Forms?skuId=31663

Similar concept to what was used back in the 80’s for project planning before PC’s. 

For Mr. P’s purposes, needs simplifying, I suppose. 

filofit (2012-04-04 05:47:28)

Hi HM, I handle a lot of projects. For me Gantt charts are confusing though my company believes in using them all the time. At the beginning of a project we have the entire CPS mapped out in Gantt. Over the course of the project, the dates change depending on the previous tasks that needed to be completed. By the end of the project the Gantt chart is completely different from what you had mapped out earlier. Unless you save a version of every change you made, one does not really have an idea of what the original looked like. Also the Gantt does not really tell you why the CPS went beyond the specified date. This is my experience, do you do it different? 

Josh (2012-04-04 10:00:09)

David, I plan projects on index cards. As I plan, all the action items for the project get jotted on individual cards. 

I then sort the cards into the order that the actions need to be completed, lay them across my

desk to see the big picture and get an idea of how much time each will take, what can be delegated to

whom, what needs to be discussed with colleagues, etc. 

The cards can be resorted as things change. 

I

then transfer the action items to my planner. 

The cards live in a box on my desk, each project tabbed

and in action order. I put an avery flag on the next item to do and move it as the project moves forward. 

I like the cards because it is easy to change individual steps or resort the order without needing to start from scratch. 

Sirpa-Kaarina (2012-04-04 10:10:51)

How about this? 

http://www.tomsplanner.com/

David Popely (2012-04-04 10:30:48)

hi Babs

Sorry I don’t know how to do that! (This is why I prefer paper-based solutions!)I’m happy to email it if you drop me a line.....davidpopely (at) googlemail (dot) com

David Popely (2012-04-04 10:33:41)

Hi HM

Gantt charts were one of the first solutions to come up, naturally, and Steve even ran me up a quick spreadsheet which effectively looked like a Gantt chart. I’ve also played with MS Project, but neither is really giving me the 16



’feel’ of the solution I can work comfortably with. I’ve worked up a paper-based activity sheet (one per client) which might do the trick.....I’m more aware than ever of the possibility of ’technological overkill’ at the moment..... 

David Popely (2012-04-04 10:35:38)

Well that looks like a fairly big sledgehammer to crack a fairly small (relatively speaking) nut! The last sheet looked interesting though. 

FF Time Maagement range also has a ’project management’ form which closely resembles one of the old TMI

forms, but i think it would take a *lot* of filling in - and maintenance, when the dates start to slip./..... 

David Popely (2012-04-04 10:37:06)

Sounds interesting...I’m having a hard job picturing how this actually works (despite your excellent explanation).....could you email me? Address in one of my comments above! 

David Popely (2012-04-04 10:38:22)

That looks interesting.....although again it’s not paper-based. 

Might have a play though......:)

Nicole (2012-04-04 11:35:32)

I took a Project Management unit in uni last year - I know the theory but don’t have real world experience. 

Like what HM said:

Will a four or five-fold page (or an A3 sheet inside an A5 Filofax) work? And colour in the bars with Frixon pens so that they can be erased when they update/change? 

HM (2012-04-04 11:58:44)

I’ve totally seen what you’re talking about when implementing very new projects in my company. The first layout of tasks, with individual time frames assigned to each task, was usually totally off, and like you said, by the end, it look nothing like the first draft. Thanks for sharing your experience!! 

Traditionally a Gantt chart would say ’task one: from Jan.1st to Jan.15th’, ’task two: from Jan.10th to Feb.1st’

and so on, right? Here my idea was to black out each day as they pass, so that you can see where you are relatively to the project’s deadline and remaining tasks. I use that in my job, it allows me to keep a more general view on where we are. I’m not using it for ’budgeting’ or planning reasons, more for control. I think that’s key, what tool do you exactly need? 

HM (2012-04-04 12:42:29)

I have not found (yet) a technological tool (either soft, web-based, or Excel doc) that helped me in Project Management. Could you tell us more about the activity sheet you designed? Sounds like something i could use :) Also, do you need a tool to plan the project implementation/completion, or something to control your resources or the results? 

Neil (2012-04-04 13:22:51)

Everyone is different, but I prefer a Filofax based GTD system, and I thought I’d share with you two or three points. 

Firstly, using Filofax binders can be a real pleasure, so think about how you can maximise the tactile experience. I use personal sized binders, simply because they are easier to manipulate one handed when talking on the phone, and I accept the requirement to have more than one because the amount of paper exceeds the capacity of an

individual binder. Remember that a ”stuffed” 5/4 ringed binder may be much slower to thumb through than two moderately filled 7/8 binders, especially if you’re in the office and doing it one handed. I go for English vintage binders because many are supple enough to lay flat, an essential requirement in my humble opinion, but there may be some modern binders that lay flat too. You wouldn’t try and fit everything into one lever arch file, so why would you restrict yourself to one filofax? 

Secondly, I find that plain paper allows me a free hand in the way I write things down. No template will cover every eventuality, so you end up with some sheets with just a few words and others with post-it notes plasted all 17



over them. 

Thirdly, and this is for people who want use their minds for thinking of ideas instead of storing them, but don’t want to become a GTD geek, why not consider my own ”GTD lite” system:

When you start a ”project”, whether that be a new advertising campaign or a birthday treat for your mum, take a single plain sheet of paper, file it alpabetically in your office filofax, and subsequently use that sheet to note important information as you receive it (contact numbers, data, and the brief one line description of each inbound document that gets placed in your filing cabinet). Then, in a seperate ”master filofax” (one that you take with you when you’re both in and out of the office), keep a ”next action” sheet for each project. Any date dependant actions can be highlighted simply by entering the project name in your diary, prompting you to refer to the relevent ”next action” sheet, and thus allowing you to use a slimline ”week on one page” diary (because you don’t have to write out a full description of the action as a diary entry - just the project reference is enough). A week on one page diary, plus a single ”next action” sheet for each project, and some contacts, will all fit comfortably into a single filofax, and three or four ”office based” filofaxes could easily be accomodated in your luggage if you have to work away for longer periods, although personally I just take a picture on my iphone of each filed ff page and upload to

”dropbox”. 

My system is very fast, very light if you have just your master filofax plus project photos on your iphone or dropbox, easy to understand even if you’re not a GTD geek, guarantees that things are done at the right time and, most imortantly, accomodates any number of projects of any size, just by adding plain paper and binders as required. 

David Popely (2012-04-04 13:49:47)

Happy to send you a copy of the paper-based draft solution if you’ll email me via davidpopely (at) googlemail (dot) com

007 (2012-04-04 13:50:55)

Hi David, 

I guess, I have followed your plight. (and I’ll throw an idea in the hat). I understand Gantt has been suggested, tried. 

You might consider David Seah’s downloadable forms (Productivity forms). davidseah dot com. I have found

some of his forms elegant. 

Perhaps a series of Gantts - that can used separately and 1)Modified to fit several larger domains, 2) Representing the many smaller tasks with differing leaders/directors and printed for an A5 might be a Mac-Meets-Filofax

solution. 

Bonus - the files are in color already, and that could be color-coded in your Filo - making it form, function, FILOPALOOZA. 

filofit (2012-04-04 14:01:42)

Hi HM, the process / tool should help me with complete project management - securing resources - money and

people for the project, develop work processes, product development, introduction to markets, etc etc. Some of these projects stretch over years and during that time even the people who handle the projects change. Over the years what has worked best for me is the simple excel file with columns -1)Task #, 2)Task, 3) Task owner, 4) Due Date, 5) Status - In Progress, Completed, Critical etc 6)Comments. I would break up the rows into sections like Project Establishment, Technical Developments, Product Plan etc with various sub-tasks under each and assign respective owners. I also keep another sheet in the same file called decisions taken - sometimes decisions are taken and after a period of 6 months, no one really knows why a particular decision was taken and this exercise sort of helps in having all aspects of the project under the same file. Of course the problem that we face in the dept is that each project leader has their own way of handling projects and the paper work involved looks completely different. 

David Popely (2012-04-04 14:02:18)

hi Neil

This is a really interesting post...thank you. Like you, I very much prefer a paper (read Filofax)-based solution but I’m not a committed to multi-binder solutions as you are. All the same, I definitely think plain or lined paper is a good way forward - in fact, everything that GTD entails can be maintained on lined paper. I use cotton cream paper throughout my binder, so plain is one of the few options available, but amazingly, it seems to work fine. 
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I find my Personal Malden lays completely flat, without any ’training’. 

I’m interested in your ’GTD lite’ system - presumably therre is a link for this? You don’t give it, but if you could post it I’d be grateful. 

re your comment concerning entering next action dates in your diary, presumably you use some kind of day-per-page setup for this? I find this to be a constant issue with GTD...the next action dates need to go in the diary, but the Personal Filofax diaries rarely have the capacity to hold a full day-per-page diary, let alone the backup lists. 

Additionally, the only diary format available in cotton cream is week-per-two-pages traditional format (thanks, Filofax?. So far as I know there is no answer to this. I appreciate that the info you’re entering on the diary page is merely a reference to the project page (I’m used to a similar system using TMI’s key area references), but even so I can’t see them all fitting.....I’d really like to talk to you about this....you’re not in London by any chance? :) Otherwise, I think this system has the ’seeds of greatness’ ! 

David Popely (2012-04-04 14:07:07)

Looks like a *really* interesting site....this should *definitely* go on the web finds post for next week.....I hope someone i listening! There’s such a lot of content here, I’ll have to take a good look.....thank you

HM (2012-04-04 14:07:15)

Email sent!! Thanks a lot David! 

HM (2012-04-04 14:14:27)

Apparently we manage the same sort of project :)

I have been doing something similar. For each project I have a sort of ’summary’ of every aspect of the project, chronologically ordered, with only the main info. Each item also links to another doc in the same folder. This other doc has everything concerning this aspect of the project. As you say every change in management results in a change in the organization, but I figure I should leave as many details as possible for the next person, it’s better than not giving enough. I also did that a posteriori for projects I took over, which was helpful but hard. 

Neil (2012-04-04 16:34:40)

David, many thanks for your kind comments. Unfortunately, I’m not based in London, and neither do I have a

link to my system, but I think I’ll produce a a quick Youtube video within, say, a week or so, and post the link on this page in a few days time. 

The key to my system is to separate the ”data” from the next action - it isn’t everyone’s cup of tea to use more than one storage device (2 filofaxes, for instance) but, for those like me who have difficulty getting everything in one fax, having one main binder that contains a diary, my contacts and an action sheet for each project, and all my actual ”data” for each project in another fax (or faxes) is, in my opinion, and better solution than trying to divide work projects and ”home” projects, for instance, especially if one has to fit work around home life, or vice versa. My one master fax shows me my current situation, a bit like your life in one place philosophy, but with the data effectively stored as an annexe to the main filofax. 

David, although my system consists of more than one fax, I really do use it to organise my entire life because it has unlimited flexibility. I suspect that most people have some stuff in their one filofax, and then other stuff shoved in a drawer, plus a wall planner, plus another folder or three at work, and so the list goes on. I literally don’t have ANY paperwork anywhere other than my filofax based system, because literally every project, from business projects all the way down to mundane things like grocery shopping, can be accomodated in a plain paper system. 

With regards to the diary, and addressing the usual dilema of what diary format to choose, my system copes with both date dependent and non date dependent tasks in the following way:

Take, as an example, a project called ”valentine’s day”. On your valentine’s day data sheet, in your office, you would have the phone numbers of resturants, what you did last year (to avoid repetition) and some ideas for a special surprise that you’ve thought of during the course of the year. On your ”next action” sheet, in your main fax, you might have ”book resturant”, or ”book plane tickets to Venice and ensure delivery address is office (cos it’s a surprise, see?). Then, in your ”week to a page” diary, all you have to write is ”valentine”, which will prompt you to turn to the approriate ”next action” page to see what you’re being reminded to do. The beauty of this method is that you hardly need any space at all for each day in your diary, because everything is there for you to see on your project ”next action” pages, just a few page turns away from the diary prompt. 
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However, if a ”next action” on one of your projects isn’t time dependent, there is no need to enter anything in your diary because it is easy to just review your project ”next action” pages periodically when you have a moment or two, as part of your normal review. 

I really like the cotton cream pages, lovely to write on. Even though a ”week on two pages” diary in cotton creme takes up 52 sheets of space, there’s still plenty of space left to have an action sheet for each project, if the data is stored in another filofax as described in my system. 

David, I must be a bit of a geek because I’m not only into refining the GTD process into something more beneficial for me, but I also analyse hand movements to speed up desk work, but I will post a vid or two on Youtube some time in the next week or so and post the link here. 

My Filofax - Guest Post - ’Scoot’ (2012-04-05 00:00) - Steve Morton

Thank you to ’Scoot’ for sending in the details of his Filofax and the pictures. 

The fax is an Aspinals “Executive” size which comes with 140x215mm pages, which are taller than the

standard A5 pages by 5mm and shorter by 8mm, though I have largely used up the original inserts and

just use A5. The rings match Filofax A5. 

[1]
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[2]

I don’t think my system is anything extraordinary &. it revolves around accepting that the fax is of

limited capacity, which involves being quite strict about what I put in the “Personal Organiser” part of my fax, also realising that I require something comprehensive enough to manage work and life while avoiding

duplicating any other work. The final piece of my system came into place when I stopped writing ad

nauseum; ie mostly irrelevant information that was already elsewhere. 

My detailed client/work files are A4 lever arch files and are completely separate, though due to pro-

fessional/legal reasons they will usually contain some evidence of managing the affairs of the client

themselves, from the Personal organiser that is the focal point (I believe some will understand it better as a “treffpunkt”) for managing my own work/life on a factual basis using purely relevant info; I emphasise a

factual basis as it is too easy to pollute an organiser with non-factual/irrelevant info and therein confuse and therefore corrupt the management of your time/resources. 

If people are unsure about my use of the word “fact” (as everything is a fact) then look at a news story

and highlight only those words with important dates, important names, important locations etc. If you

can tell what the story is by just looking at your summary highlighted facts then you’ve done a good

job of extracting the key relevant facts; the type of fact that should be in the organiser. I’d bet the

non-highlighted words in the news article amount to at least 90 % of the words and are a waste of your

time and irrelevant to future decisions/any factual or important record of events. 

When I manage anything I look at the objectives (primary/secondary etc) and functions; being planning, 

leadership, organising and controlling. Failure to account for any of those elements results in a serious

failure of management, though with these processes being so closely bound together (and the fax is of

limited capacity) it is practically impossible and a waste of time (certainly confusing) to give a separate tab to each of the management processes. (I think it is a fundamental mistake for companies to produce

organisers with separate sections such as “Objectives”, “Planning” etc; it should just be “management”). 

Behind each project tab I use separate sheets for whatever mind map/timetables/lists of deadlines etc but

only include the raw facts that are relevant to my own process of managing. I record events and actions

either by immediate entries to the diary, a “to do” entry (without any specific time entry) being the first sheet within my “project” section (split into “work” as in working for a living, household tasks, family

tasks, and shopping), or by setting up a separate project behind its own tab. Currently I have 14 dividers

that are tabbed at the top for projects that can be either work or privately related, covering subjects as

diverse as client projects to a long-term dispute with a local authority. 

Having reached this stage, and boy have I experimented, I can’t believe how stupid I was not to have
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seen it and done it right from the start. 

Apart form the “personal organiser” side of the fax, there is another side that in terms of work just has a supporting role of referenced tax facts/information. 

My own business and visiting cards are kept in the inside front cover, the inside flap has a piece of blotting paper. 

[3]

1st section, tab at top left, is “Notes”; contains lined note paper, currently down to about 12 sheets. 

2nd section, tab at top second from left, is “Projects”. 

1st sheet is basically a list of “To Do’s” split into “work” as in working for a living, household tasks, family tasks, and shopping. Then I have dividers, currently 14, tabbed at the top for projects that are work or

private related, covering subjects as diverse as client projects to a long-term dispute with a local authority. 

[4]

3rd section, tab at bottom right, is a Diary (in the middle of the fax). 

1st sheet is holidays for UK, USA, Europe, also Muslim, Sikh and Jewish dates. 

2nd and 3rd sheets, year to view planner (each of 4 years on a folded A4 sheet) which I really don’t use

and should scrap but is sometimes nice to look at the year in one go. 
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[5]

Then the actual week to view diary pages; appointments on the left, immediate to do’s on the right. 

Last sheet in the section is a list of annual reminders. 

4th Section, tab is second from bottom right, is Contacts. Not used anymore because I keep my usual

phone numbers in my slimline, and all addresses and numbers etc on Outlook which is downloaded to my

phone. 

5th Section, tab is third from bottom right, is Reference. Has various sheets with measurements and

weights etc for Imperial UK & US & Metric, engineering standards, periodic table, densities of materials, ph table, Euro conversion rates, Federal Reserve Bank details, Other bank details, Exchange details, tax

facts from UK and around the world, Geographical and Nautical facts, Astronomical facts about the

Solar System from the Sun to Jupiter, morse code, braille alphabet, greek and roman number systems, 

number systems like hexadecimal etc, clothing and shoe sizes, list of colours to mix to obtain other colours, flying times, road distance chart, time zones, Underground map, world map, money laundering fact sheet, 

grammar sheets detailing all the types of pronoun/the parts of speech/types of noun/listing difference

between analogies/similes/metaphors/idioms etc etc, Royal Mail postage price sheet, mail box collection

times, calendars with national holidays from 2000 to 2020, Insurances, lists of printer cartridge codes. 

(I found that many of the standard facts, available with various organisers, were irrelevant to me and so

I pulled apart a cheap Collins Gem ready reference and other similar product and re-sorted/cellotaped

them into pages that suited my purposes . I then photocopied the patchwork of facts, reducing them to

fit onto A5 paper. 
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[6]

[7]

[8]

6th Section, tab forth from bottom, is Codes. Has all codes for computer access, equipment codes, phone

and broadband codes, email codes, software codes, professional registration codes, subscription codes, 
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bank and credit card codes, passport and driving licence info. 

7th Section, tab fifth from bottom right, is Private. 

Has family birthdays and anniversaries etc, record of previous presents, light bulb ratings, sizes, peoples favourite foods/wines/flowers/perfumes etc, Hospital details, lawn cutting records, gardening diary, fer-tiliser proportions, firearm details, inspirational quotes, jokes, , animal feed prices, farm livestock guide, pages from Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (part of a book that I keep meaning to

finish off (if I ever get stuck on a train/in an elevator); downloaded from Guttenburg website). 

End Section are two envelopes, one for postage stamps/stickers/spare tabs/2 elastoplasts, the second

being post it notes and clear hole reinforcements. 

[9]

Flap on inside back cover has three A7 cards with envelopes, which are good for little thank you notes

and as cards for flowers etc (for women at least; can’t send them to men!). 

[10]

Some pages are in the wrong section! (Another To Do, under tomorrow’s sunshine)

Thank you Scoot for a detailed description of your Filofax. 

1. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-kONze59mRQM/T3dkjauHVyI/AAAAAAAAKoE/un9PHWuUuvk/s1600/Front.JPG

2. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-N1X2Fcmk-Jg/T3dkKIsGX0I/AAAAAAAAKnM/OQ5V0d9NTXY/s1600/Back.JPG
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3. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-76PFO5TdiIo/T3dkmtRAz6I/AAAAAAAAKoM/UAD7ziSIH7k/s1600/InnerCoverWithPapers. 

JPG

4. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-MnecNTih3kc/T3dkRMT8JdI/AAAAAAAAKnc/9awLxIxFDkM/s1600/DSC00219.JPG

5. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-d5kIqvFZzqA/T3dkNZP05PI/AAAAAAAAKnU/3OVI_2QLCXc/s1600/DSC00218.JPG

6. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-NlV-Ssrehpo/T3dkUgQFVsI/AAAAAAAAKnk/IoOcM560qYk/s1600/ExampleInside.JPG

7. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-3V8dcMhKM5s/T3dkbiAEC0I/AAAAAAAAKn0/zyZ_3xl6dcM/s1600/ExampleInsideWriting. 

JPG

8. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-y57H-WusGWc/T3dkYGa9orI/AAAAAAAAKns/buZKpoGMEYg/s1600/ExampleInsideTax.JPG

9. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-JaJeiD86zx0/T3dkf8yDMLI/AAAAAAAAKn8/yB2CHMe79L4/s1600/ExampleRear.JPG

10. 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-tRkDkg1LYLI/T3dkpnjQqwI/AAAAAAAAKoU/JqBkfQ8Sl1Y/s1600/InsideWithoutPapers. 

JPG

Josh (2012-04-05 01:00:06)

Wow, what an amazing planner! I do agree, it is essential to pare down the details to essential facts due to the finite space within the binder. At the top of the month I add more daily pages, remove old ones, and flip through page by Page to clear out the junk which accumulates, much of it is either obsolete or completed and can be archived or discarded. Sometimes I rewrite a few short, related lists into one comprehensive list on one sheet of paper. At the moment my Cavendish is at bursting, so I’m planning to do my review and cleanout this weekend. 

Already on the diary for Saturday! Thanks, Scoot, for the tour! 

filofit (2012-04-05 03:59:15)

Hi Scoot - snoopy question. Have always seen a Montblanc in Black / Silver / Gold, never in Burgundy. May I ask where did you get it from? 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-05 04:42:39)

@Scoot - amazing binder - this one is on my birthday list so it’s good to see it in action. 

Love the Montblanc Mozart - very pretty pen - I have a set in the black as they had discontinued the maroon by that time. I’m a big fan of fountain pens generally and use one whenever I can. 

Definitely going to copy your idea regarding the grammar - I write for a living (business writing, copywriting, bids and tenders) and still find some obstinate grammar rules which I struggle to remember how to explain so this would work well. 

Can I just ask - did you make the 14 tabs at the top yourself? Are they proper dividers (which can take up room) or just flags/post its stuck onto the first page of the project? 

A great read thanks! 

Scoot (2012-04-05 06:20:56)

The Burgundy was bought in about 1999, I hesitated for about two weeks about the price tag of about £160....but obviously relented, and since Alison stated that the model was discontinued...it sounds like ebay will be your best chance. 

Scoot (2012-04-05 06:25:43)

Glad you like it, but considering what I sent to Steve, which I didn’t think people would find interesting, he has actually done quite a good job. I was disappointed that I could not show some project pages, but they are full of confidential information relating to someone. 

A clear out is overdue for mine. 

Scoot (2012-04-05 06:49:59)

Yes a lovely binder, unfortunately no longer made with a lock and key. I’ve tried to keep the style, in terms of colour of paper and ink, the same as the Diarpell inserts that come with Aspinal organisers/diaries. 

I am always embarrassed about the standard of my grammar, so the sheets do come in helpful as a reminder. In a meeting you can secretly look at hand written sheets from a fax, but you can’t whip out a printed grammar guide for the things you were taught when 12 years old. 
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The project tabs are made from A4 188gsm card, but it is thin for the weight (if it really is the weight claimed by the shop). I did use various flags but they kept coming off. 

For normal tabs I print onto A4, mostly using the guillotine to cut away excess paper, only using scissors for the point of the tab corners. I then use clear packaging tape to “laminate” the print on the tabs, extending it into the body of the divider as reinforcement; using a knife to cut around the inside of a semi-circle stencil to ensure that it looks clean/professional. 

Butanben (2012-04-05 09:29:33)

What a great binder Scoot. A very professional and sophisticated finish to it. I love the way you have pared everything down to just what you need and no more. Food for thought there for me..... and boy would I love a Mont Blanc pen one day. Sigh!!!! 

Scoot (2012-04-05 12:43:45)

Thanks. The Mont Blanc certainly matches the fax. Otherwise I actually do most of my writing with Manuscript fountain pens, very cheap, with nibs filed and polished to a fine italic. It is often mentioned on the fountain pen network that the writing experience is 1/3rd paper, 1/3rd ink, 1/3rd the nib; the ”nib holder” not being so important. There is no way that I would pay RRP for a Mont Blanc pen today, too much money for what they

are; or am I becoming tighter? Pilot 78G’s are nice looking pens, nice colours, quite cheap on ebay. 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-05 13:36:01)

@Butanben - I’ve been a fountain pen fan for many years and have a collection in different price ranges. I do agree with Scoot about the experience - an expensive pen does not necessarily secure this. I love writing with my Lamy Safari pens which (if you are not too fussy about colour) you can pick up at a very cheap price on ebay if you are prepared to be patient and keep looking. The nice thing about these pens is that you can get a new nib for as little as £4.50 so you can easily swap it out for the nib of your choice. I have in the past had very broad nibs, but actually favour medium and fine ones these days for writing in my filofax. Email me or give me a call sometime if you want to talk about it more - I think you have my details. 

Just one more point - I had been hankering after the new Mont Blanc white fountain pen - but I just couldn’t justify the price tag. However for Christmas my husband bought me a waterman pen (all white). It was on offer at the time with 20 % off so not too expensive (I have a feeling it was around the £50 mark with the discount). It has a medium nib and is a real joy to write with! Considering all the much more expensive pens I own, it’s odd that this one still seems to be my ’go to’ pen! Of course it helps that it fits into the pen loops on my black A5 Amazona! 

Butanben (2012-04-05 18:49:10)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Butanben (2012-04-05 19:04:32)

Alison, thank you so much for your help. You are a dear friend. I will look into pen usage again once I’ve got that job of my dreams and I am back in employment again.... hopefully I’ll be able to afford a few treats by then. One hears so much about the Mont Blanc pens being THE best, that I just hanker after the loveliest and most divine of writing experiences..... smooth ink flow an unscratchy feel and a pen, like in the Goldilocks story,which feels JUST RIGHT to hold. The trouble is I am into colour co- ordinating my diaries and so I am using gel pens at the moment for that, which to my surprise I am quite enjoying. But for my 2013 diary,approaching Christmas time, I shall re- investigate my pen usage. 

doris98 (2012-04-05 19:14:50)

Scoot, I have a burgundy ballpoint as well, bought as a present from my mom in the early 90s. I’ve broken the cap, but will replace it some day cause it’s so expensive. Prices of Montblanc have tripled I think since then, I don’t think I would ever shell out that much $ for them now. 

Great post, you’re so organized! 

27



Scoot (2012-04-06 04:34:03)

Thanks Doris98, 

Soon after I bought that Mont Blanc fountain pen someone seriously damaged it, I don’t know how but I returned to my Office (a young trainee having just left my Office, avoiding eye contact, and yet not saying a word; all very strange) to find that my Mont Blanc was not where I left it and upon examination found the nib bent and the rear end cracked. I don’t know how it occurred and couldn’t say anything to the trainee because she would have died a death and couldn’t pay for it anyway. I was quite upset about it though, though I think more about the lack of honesty/character of someone in the office, but it did somewhat take away the pleasure of ownership. However, I eventually managed to re-fix the end with superglue and then recoat with a hard clear lacquer, also the nib was eventually filed and polished into a fine italic. The damage is very hard to see for me, and I know where it occurred, so now just another incident of life. 

David Popely (2012-04-06 09:13:24)

Hi Scoot

Apologies, I didn’t get a chance to look at this excellent post yesterday due to my own work commitments....hopefully you won’t mind me posting a comment (maybe more than one!) ’after the event. 

I’m interested in your summary of the tasks of management as planning, leadership, organising and controlling. 

This seems like a *very* good summary....do you have a source for it please? Is it Drucker? And if so, which Drucker? I’d be really interested to know as it’s taken my ’management thinking’ (as someone who only has to manage himself, thankfully!) in an unexpected direction. Many thanks in advance! 

Anita (2012-04-06 15:11:33)

Scoot, thanks for sharing your gorgeous binder! 

I love hearing about when other peoples’ systems are working :)

janet (2012-04-07 05:56:31)

That binder is gorgeous! Aspinal has just brought out a lockable five year diary in the purple croc. Not as nice a lock as you have though. 

I have had a burgundy Montblanc Melisterstuck since 1997. I got it very cheap at Dublin airport duty free. It has formed itself to my writing and just gets better with age. I love it! Would definitely recommend it as an investment especially if you write a lot. 

Scoot (2012-04-07 06:08:33)

Glad you like it Anita. 

David, 

Having just found Drucker on Wikipedia, with one of his core concepts being management by objectives, I can understand why you thought I was influenced by him. Though strangely, Wiki states he disliked command and

control management. 

In fact it was drummed into me, and a team of others, by a consultant who was hired by the USAF to

rescue/push along projects. I don’t think we ever knew his full name but he like the other consultants like him were shockingly intelligent and we thought must be from Harvard or Sloan MIT; though the words

planning/leadership/organisation/control are common to many such business schools concept of management. 

He went through all our tasks, making us think and reason everything we did, forcing us the change our ways, though at the time our brains were exploding. Even tough I wasn’t among serving USAF personnel, there were

still orders and objectives of varying importance. I don’t think there is one single “style of management” that suits all circumstances at all times. 

Scoot (2012-04-07 06:11:57)

Glad you liked it, lets hope they bring out the lockable versions again. 

Yes, the bugundy Mont Blanc is classy, a nice change to the black. These days, Mont Blanc have some very unique designs that aren’t to my taste. 
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David Popely (2012-04-07 06:23:20)

Thanks for clarifying - Drucker was just about my first introduction to the concept of management as a skill-set (something I still don’t think everyone ’gets’), and I certainly agree with your final sentence there - pretty much all of my management is about self-management, since am a sole practitioner.... 

The best and most useful course I ever attended was the Time manager two-day course, paid for by an (at the time) beneficent employer....possibly the best thing ever to happen in my personal business development, and of no mean value to my personal development as well. I still have a soft spot for TMI principles, as will be evidenced by some of my posts here....even though I seem to be becoming more GTD-based in my ways.... 

Free For All Friday No. 177 (2012-04-06 00:30) - Laurie

It’s Easter weekend! Some of us have a long weekend, and for kids in the UK it’s the spring holidays. 

For many in the Northern hemisphere Spring has sprung (despite the occasional brief lapse into winter)

and longer days are well on their way. 

What Springtime activities are you planning in your Filofax? 

And as always on Fridays, feel free to discuss anything Filofax-related. 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

doris98 (2012-04-06 01:05:04)

Hi all, I’ve been waiting for a ”Free for All” Day to ask this question: What’s the difference between a Slimline and a Compact. 

I haven’t used a Personal in a while, and was wondering if it might be something I would like. 

Thanks in advance. 

Jotje (2012-04-06 01:47:00)

Hi Doris! 

A slimline has 11 or 13 mm rings and no clasp closure, while a Compact has 15 mm rings with a clasp or zip. 

Ideal for pp who find the personal too bulky and the slimline too small/thin! 

doris98 (2012-04-06 03:08:14)

That certainly answers my question. No chance the Slimline will work for me but I’ll look into the Compact. 

Thanks a lot! 

LucyLastic (2012-04-06 04:24:48)

I use a Finsbury compact and I can honestly say it’s the best size there is for me. A perfect balance of enough room to fit everything in without making the entire thing too bulky in my bag. And as it also uses personal sized inserts, there’s plenty of room for me to write everything down that I need to. 

I toyed with the idea of getting a slimline but a) I didn’t think there would be enough room on the rings for me to fit everything I needed in it, and b) they don’t fasten closed, either with elastic, a snap clasp or zip. That was the clincher for me. 

After using a compact, I really don’t think I’ll use another size from now on. I can’t recommend them enough. 

Scoot (2012-04-06 04:38:02)

Somehow found myself in Staples yesterday. 

Filofaxes in Pocket size were at about £14 each, Guildford and another model I can’t remember, mostly with

original prices of £45 ish. 

Filofax Olympic organisers in blue, yellow and black were being sold off at half price, about £17. The paper was a really poor quality, with the other contents obviously made to a price rather than quality, which is surely a poor advert for the brand. Still, I am sure someone may want some of the inserts as they are unique and “fun” for a younger person. 

Shall we all say it at once? Decent binder (preferably leather, white?), simple design with “London 2012” and the 29



coloured Olympic rings&.no daft London 2012 logo; and that will sell! 

(It now seems that whenever I go shopping there are always Olympic products at knock down prices, whether they be note books or toys.)

Laura Ashley A4 wire bound note pads have acceptable flowery lined paper, which could be guillotined down to A5 and still keep “Laura Ashley” centred at the bottom. 

The Laura Ashley three ringed home organiser was a disappointment, really poor paper though the insert design could be of interest to some. 

Staples Arc range have a good pack of post it tabs, 7 sizes/kinds for £2, that once correctly holed would go in a fax. I still do not understand why someone would want to use the Arc system as the plastic “rings” are bulky and really awkward to work around, also the inserts are limited and not the best quality paper. 

I am sure that with Staples ridiculously high prices there won’t be many people buying, therefore I will wait for a big sale to “invest” in some more stationery. 

Cat Burchmore (2012-04-06 05:11:41)

Does anyone know if Neal Street are open today? I’m about to go into London and hubby has said I can go! This is a rare opportunity for me to see Filofaxes altogether without him moaning so I am hoping it is open. 

Butanben (2012-04-06 05:15:48)

I have a slimline Amazona, which I love. 

I use it as an address book and notes on the go Filofax, and

it fits neatly and lightly into my handbag. 

Sometimes, I just see the perfect card for someone and like

to post it there and then. 

It can’t hold very much at all,so has to have a limited use. 

I did use it

for a second diary, week on 1 page, originally, but got fed up with co- ordinating 2 diaries, and worrying if I had missed vital info from one to the other....(Home A5- slimline,) so I am now a 1 diary 1 life person. Much easier. 

Butanben (2012-04-06 05:20:44)

Cat, there is also City Organiser nearby, which has a great range of Filofaxes I am told. So if one is closed, the other may be open, if that makes sense!! 

doris98 (2012-04-06 06:00:19)

Lucy: The Compact does seem to be the ”Goldilocks” size for the Personal Filofax. But I didn’t think it would work for me when I saw it as there was no clasp/closure as you mentioned. 

Butanben: I’m almost tempted by the slimline Amazona, they’re so pretty! 

I guess I need to determine it’s use first before I jump in and buy one. Thanks a lot for your replies! 

kanalt (2012-04-06 06:53:21)

I also use a compact. I had used the personal size since starting with Filofax back in 2007. I loved the idea of a slimline but it was just too small, the ring size. The compact ring size falls between the personal and slimline (all three use the personal size paper). So I’d say the compact is for people who want something slimmer than the personal but bigger than the slimline. I don’t think I’ll go back to carrying a personal size now either. I do use a personal Malden at home for my extra stuff that I want to keep track of, but everything I want with me I keep in the compact. It’s much easier to carry with me everywhere. 

If you’d like to see how much I fit into my compact, click here:

http://wellplannedlife.blogspot.com/2012/01/2012-setup.html

Jotje (2012-04-06 07:13:02)

A third option would be the Filofax Shop in Conduit Street. 

Oh, how I envy you! Would love to join you browsing Filofaxes for several hours ... 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-06 07:37:53)

I really do think Filofax are missing a trick here. The compact organisers are not listed on their main Personal Organisers tab - only slimline. The only way I can get them to come up is to put ’compact’ into the search on the site. I’m sure they would sell more if they didn’t hide them! Remind me of the TM sheets that they say they don’t sell enough of - but most people can’t find them! 

30



David Popely (2012-04-06 08:57:32)

”Somehow found myself in Staples....” 

I must try that one some time.....generally my explanations of how I came to be buying *yet* more stationery don’t usually cut much ice..... 

I know what you mean about Staples’ prices though....hardly the cheapest *or* the best range, despite having stores the size of football pitches. I really don’t know how they manage to *not* have what I want when they have so much space.... 

David Popely (2012-04-06 08:59:02)

Er.....I think you’ll find it’s a fair walk from Conduit St to Bow Lane....... 

Iris (2012-04-06 09:08:13)

Strangely enough, any other Filofax website I know (DE, DK, SE...) has ”Compact” listed on the main Organiser page - only Filofax UK hasn’t. 

LucyLastic (2012-04-06 09:34:32)

doris98: I hope I haven’t misunderstood what you said but compacts definitely do have clasps/closures on them; it’s the slimlines that don’t. Here’s a list of the ones City Organiser sell (there are two pages of them!). You’ll see they all have clasps or zips:

http://www.cityorganiser.co.uk/cgi-bin/ss000040.pl?page=search

&SS=compact+filofax

&PR=-1

&TB=A

&ACTION.x=0 &ACTION.y=0

I’m sure you’re aware but you can use code andy15 for 15 % off. 

And here’s mine (you’ll see it says ’compact’ on the box):

http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/my-new-gorgeous-fi lofax-but.html

Hope this helps! Lucy x

David Popely (2012-04-06 09:49:01)

Anyone else planning (sorry) to spend at least some of their UK long weekend tinkering with their setups? I’m going to take some of the developments from the last week’s dialogues off-list, plus Wednesday’s ’how do you manage projects?’ post, and try to get the results into a format compatible with my Personal Malden - I still can’t get my head round lugging my A5 to the gym, to restaurants, etc! 

kanalt (2012-04-06 10:04:34)

@Alison & Iris - Yes, the US site has Compact listed as well. I was also looking for them on the UK site recently and didn’t know how to find them until someone told me. How would people who are not a part of this community know that? 

Sword Lily (2012-04-06 10:32:51)

Filofax.dk has the Chameleon compact at a good price. I got one in Raspberry. 

Gerard (2012-04-06 10:54:47)

David - email me if there are any particular aspects from the offline discussion that you wish to develop. 

J (2012-04-06 11:08:33)

I’m not in the UK, but I am working from home today and plan to spend some time tinkering! Mainly just

swapping out my daily pages for upcoming months, cleaning the Malden out, etc. 

Yay for Filofax play days! 

Ray Blake (2012-04-06 11:26:46)

I bought an ARC system in the week and have to disagree on almost all counts. The paper is very good, the disks don’t get in the way and it’s really quite reasonably priced. 
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David Popely (2012-04-06 11:27:42)

Thanks Gerard....I’m basically just taking the developed layouts for the standardised project sheets and reducing them down for personal size.....I’m really happy about these results and I appreciate everyone’s input. 

David Popely (2012-04-06 11:29:30)

Hi J

FF play days are the best! I’m swapping over indexes (indices?) and going through the David Allen GTD-and-

paper-planners white paper *yet* again....I always get something new from it. 

Filofreak (2012-04-06 11:48:01)

I am confused! I do notice the compact size on the US site, but the dimensions seem very close in measurement to the personal. Can anyone tell me the difference? 

LucyLastic (2012-04-06 13:54:48)

Hi Filofreak

The compact sized binder is slightly narrower in width than the personal size but the main difference is that the rings are smaller (in between slimline and personal size). You can still use personal sized inserts in a compact binder but the smaller size of the rings gives the overall thing a more ’compact’ feel. 

I’ve just had a look on the website and the ring sizes are as follows:

Slimline: 11 or 13mm

Compact: 15mm

Personal:23mm

Have a look at the photo on my blog that’s a side-by-side comparison between my personal Domino and Finsbury compact:

http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/my-new-gorgeous-fi lofax-but.html

I’ll do a full post about my setup some time soon so keep an eye out for it. 

Lucy x

Anita (2012-04-06 15:06:56)

Hi David, 

Yes, I’ve started tinkering already as I’m upgrading from the personal to A5 Malden. I also use the GTD paper planner set up, so plan to get the A5 done like that & maybe use the A-Z dividers for reading material under reference/misc. 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-06 15:39:15)

I have to own up to a bit of a fascination with the ARC system - haven’t seen one in the flesh yet. They have had it in the states for some time to good reviews. Will you be doing a review Ray? 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-06 15:48:14)

Yes I am here this evening tinkering also. David - let me know what you end with! 

Ray Blake (2012-04-06 16:39:34)

That *was* a review, Alison. Oh, I see, you mean a longer one? 

Filofreak (2012-04-06 16:51:41)

Hi Lucy

Thanks so much for the info. I’ll check out your blog and look for post about comparison soon! 

:)

Alison Reeves (2012-04-06 17:18:34)

I’ve been spoilt by the reviews on philofaxy!!! :-)
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doris98 (2012-04-06 17:47:34)

@Kanalt - Saw your Compact set-up, so tempting! Now I understand why people are ’demanding’ a Compact

Malden. 

@LucyLastic - Typo for me there, I meant the Slimlines have no clasp. 2 pages of Compacts? Dare I look? (: (But you know I will!) Checking out your Compact post now. 

Thanks everyone! 

Rabbit (2012-04-06 20:21:59)

It’s days like this that I just love eBay...I wanted to share a thrilling new purchase with you all - because my own social circle just doesn’t ”get” filofax ;)

I was scrolling through the newly listed Filofaxes when a green gem leapt off the page...a personal Finsbury in Green (I’ve wanted a green leather FF for so long!) in great consition for the ridiculously low Buy It Now price of 20GBP! Including the postage to Australia, it’s setting me back a tidy little 27GBP!! I’m still in a radiant state of shock!! Needless to say it took a total of 20 seconds to read the listing and then hit Purchase. YAY! 

I hope everyone enjoys the Easter break ˆ ˆ

David Popely (2012-04-07 02:08:26)

Hi Anita, Alison

I’m busy integrating the new project sheets developed out of last week’s ’managing projects’ dialogue and the Wednesday post comments into my system - I did the form layouts on Thursday but I’m now completing client

names and due dates, and working them into the system. 

That’s the good news. The less good news is that to do this I think I’m possibly going to have to migrate to a desk-based A5 ’mother-ship’ with a Personal sized ’satellite’ binder for taking out, since I still have no intention of lugging my packed A5 to the gym, the theatre, restaurants, or anywhere else (except maybe to client meetings). 

As you know, Alison, I’ve resisted this for *so* long, and it still ’feels wrong’, but I just can’t see how I can get this level of info into my system in Personal size - yet! Also, the *only* Personal sized diary available in cotton cream (now that I’ve moved to CC in the personal) is the old-fashioned week-on-two-pages, which is far from ideal for time planning - thank you Filofax, that’s a real help....This might mean diaries in both binders and having to

’sync’ them - a nightmare.... 

The alternative would be ot try to abandon cotton cream (at least for the diary, which I only ever write in, in pencil anyway)and use my setup as it was in December when I did my ’How I use’ post - and which I’d been using very successfully until this issue arose. Philofaxy ’showed’ the post to me last evening when I was reading Scoot’s excellent post from Thursday last, and still think it’s a good setup - but to stick with it I’ll have to find a ’clever’

way of expressing the project due date info which has been developed from last week on lined paper, or plain. 

Taking a sideways tack from all of this, I do now think that it’s best to express as much info as possible on ruled/plain paper (with appropriate use of paper colours if you can put up with the uber-poor paper quality of Filofax refills) - I’m going to think about possible ways of doing that today and see what I can come up with. Boy, I *love* long weekends (especially when I can sit here at 7.00 a.m. in complete quiet, watching the cricket on Sky and fiddling with my system! 

If anyone *isn’t* on the time and life management Yahoo group and would like sight of the ’GTD and Paper

Planners’ white paper from David Allen, pop over to Yahoo and join and there’s a copy in the files section -

or email me off-list and I’ll send it to you (but joining is better!). as I do this exercise ’m also revisiting the white paper, and as I’m becoming increasingly GTD-committed it’s a really excellent resource (and short!). I’m beginning to see that most, if not all of the ’holes’ I’ve imagined there to be in the system are due to the fact that I’m not implementing correctly..... 

Elisabeth (2012-04-07 08:43:31)

For those of you craving a new Filofax for spring: Filofax Denmark are selling lots of binders at 50 % off. 

http://www.filofax.dk/store/specials.asp?OID=166

Babs (2012-04-07 10:50:43)

A bit late to this week’s FFAF, but someone might spot this (if not I’ll just repost next week *g* ). 

Does anyone know of any wide-ruled FF paper (preferably with margin)? I’m finding it impossible to use the
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standard stuff in my study filo, and short of printing off hundreds of double-sided pages myself, I can’t find anything else to use. 

Any ideas? 

Rabbit (2012-04-07 17:30:51)

I have this problem too - your best bet is to look through your local stationery stores for any suitable A5

notepads that you can punch yourself (being mindful that A5 notepads pages may be smaller than A5 once

they’ve been torn off the notepad – TPS explained the problem here: http://thelifeoftheperpetualstudent.blogspot.com.au/2012/02/perfect- a5-filofax-notepad.html ). 

I’ve butchered a bound notebook for its paper once. 

Butanben (2012-04-08 03:16:04)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

Butanben (2012-04-08 03:30:03)

David, when I posted, I had meant that City Organiser is nearby to Neal Street!!!! As the Philofaxy meet

up is there this time, I am logically assuming that to be the case..... with the meet up venue being the Tate Gallery meal. I posted.... by mistake in a new thread... before Jotje’s reply, so hence the confusion. Comfy walking shoes, whatever the distance are always a must in London, as is a handbag with a purse zipper

compartment, or waisted zipper belt, for safe money storage. Unfortunately I was once pickpocketed on the

underground.... not nice. It was a blessing that my credit cards were stored separately from my money purse, so they only got away with a little cash and the purse itself..... so I was able to get home. The Transport police were amazingly wonderful.Cat, I hope you had a wonderful day and bought yourself lots of goodies and treats. 

Babs (2012-04-08 12:08:36)

I can’t click the link from my phone but thanks, I’ll check it out later. 

Interestingly I have discovered a paper size called A5+ which is for these spiral bound / perforated notepads and which means that they’re A5 sheets when torn off. I will be looking for one next week but for my personal filo it’s a bit more of a head scratcher! 

Ashleigh (2012-04-08 14:08:42)

Hi does anyone share the same frustration as me with the day per page being lined? I have a personal sized

Malden after downsizing from my A5 I would love the extra space without the lines! As Filofax have failed to do this I was wondering if any of the lovely Philofaxy followers could have a go at designing one for us? I’v tried and failed miserably!! 

Web Finds - 7 April 2012 (2012-04-07 00:00) - Steve Morton

So a hectic week for me, but I did manage to find the following Filofax posts! 

• [1]Thinning Out the Herd - Well Planned Life

• [2]How to print Filofax Personal pages on A4 paper - My Life All in One Place

• [3]Paper-phobia and the Modern Writer - No Wasted Ink

• [4]Stickers in use - Lancashire Cat

• [5]My Filofax Collection - The Filofax Diaries

• [6]Smartphone woes and how my Filofax will always win! - The Life of The Perpetual Student

• [7]Ray’s Fantastic 2PPDs! - Filofax Fixation

34



• [8]My latest – and hopefully final – Filofax set-up for 2012 - Bluebonnet Reads

• [9]More Filofax Dilemas... - LJ’s Blog of Stuff

• [10]Filofax Swap! - Lime Tree

• [11]My Filofax - Love Life

It makes you beautiful

• [12]Sudoku page for A5 Filofax - My Life All in One Place

• [13]My new Malden - Lady Tamlynn

• [14]Filofax Tour:Personal Finchley - The Filofax Diaries

• [15]The Origami of Filofax Paper - The Crazy Suburban Mom

• [16]Would You Rock A £400 Filofax? - Gala Darling

• [17]Filofax Pennybridge Set Up - Rapunzel’s World

• [18]F is for Filofax - Anita Lim

• [19]My new Filofax Malden - Love Life

It makes you beautiful

• [20]Review - Purple Malden - Filo-Manie

• [21]When It All Began - Filofit

• [22]Filo Goodies - Decision Inspired

• [23]Filofax Neglect - Filofax Fixation

• [24]one month check in with The Affair - Paper Lovestory

• [25]New Filofax - Fantail Designs

• [26]Personalisation - Paperlove Story

• [27]Holborn Zip A5 - Filo-Manie

• [28]A Filofax, a Mood Journal and hmmm&a Happiness Book. - Filofit

• Your blog post could appear here next week... Please email us if we missed you this week. 

Enjoy

1. http://wellplannedlife.blogspot.fr/2012/03/thinning-out-herd.html

2. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/03/how-to-print-filofax-personal-pages-on.html

3. http://nowastedink.com/2012/01/11/paper-phobia-and-the-modern-writer/

4. http://lancashirecat.wordpress.com/2012/03/31/stickers-in-use/

5. http://filofaxlove.blogspot.com/2012/03/collection-my-filofax-collection.html

6. http://thelifeoftheperpetualstudent.blogspot.fr/2012/03/smartphone-woes-and-how-my-filofax-will.html

7. http://filofaxfixation.wordpress.com/2012/04/01/rays-fantastic-2ppds/

8. http://bluebonnetreads.wordpress.com/2012/04/01/my-latest-and-hopefully-final-filofax-set-up-for-2012/

9. http://ljsblogofstuff.blogspot.fr/2012/04/more-filofax-dilemas.html

10. http://limetreefruits.blogspot.co.uk/2012/04/filofax-swap.html

11. http://startyourownjourney.blogspot.co.uk/2012/02/my-filofax.html

12. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.com/2012/04/sudoku-page-for-a5-filofax.html

13. http://ladytamlynn.blogspot.co.uk/2012/04/my-new-malden.html

14. http://filofaxlove.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/filofax-tour-personal-finchley.html

15. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/04/origami-of-filofax-paper.html

16. http://www.chinashopmag.com/2012/04/would-you-rock-a-400-filofax/
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17. http://icclewu.blogspot.com/2012/04/filofax-pennybridge-set-up.html

18. http://anita-lim.blogspot.com/2012/04/f-is-for-filofax.html

19. http://startyourownjourney.blogspot.co.uk/2012/04/my-new-filofax-malden.html

20. http://filo-manie.blogspot.com/2012/04/review-malden-purple.html

21. http://filofit.wordpress.com/2012/03/21/hello-world/

22. http://decisioninspired.com/?p=76

23. http://filofaxfixation.wordpress.com/2012/04/02/filofax-neglect/

24. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/04/one-month-check-in-with-affair.html

25. http://fantail-designs.blogspot.com/2012/04/new-filofax.html

26. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/04/personalisation.html

27. http://filo-manie.blogspot.com/2012/04/holborn-zip-a5.html

28. 

http://filofit.wordpress.com/2012/04/04/

a-filofax-a-mood-journal-and-hmmm-a-happiness-book-also-the-contents-of-my-bag/

LJ (2012-04-07 00:02:23)

Wow - a veritable flood of FF offerings - thanks :o)

filofit (2012-04-07 04:05:36)

Woke up early today and began my ritual of checking Philofaxy first thing in the morning and lo what did I see? 

Two of my posts featured in here.....ah what a way to begin the day!! Thanks Steve. 

Anita (2012-04-07 04:31:14)

Thank you for lots of goodies to read & for including my post :)

Maus (2012-04-07 16:05:40)

I was surprised about the great interest in my new-born Blog ”Filo-Manie” today... now I know the answer... ;-) I´m so proud to be upon your list! :-D

Thanks, Steve! 

Steve Morton (2012-04-07 16:19:58)

We like sneaking up on people and sending improving their stats a little... 

Ashleigh (2012-04-08 03:15:34)

Thank you for taken the time to find us these lovely findings! And thanks for including me in your post! 

Philofaxy Mini Meet-up - Liverpool (2012-04-08 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

I’ve been back in UK this last week, it has been a very hectic week, so it was nice to have some time out

on Friday to meet up with Kate and Hannah in Liverpool City Centre. 

The arrangements were very last minute, but it all worked out very well. I travelled over to Liverpool on

the underground train from New Brighton on the Wirral, something I’ve not done for I guess about 20
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years. 

So as I emerged from the station, the road layouts seemed familiar but the shops and shopping centres

had nearly all changed from when I lived in the North West. I had a wander around on my own for an

hour or so getting familiar with the city centre again. 

Hannah (on the left in the picture above) had recommended a cafe in the city centre and that’s where we

met. We all had a light lunch and talked about all things Filofax. 

Afterwards we took a stroll in to John Lewis and cast our experienced eyes of their range of organisers, it was quite a good selection, but no sign of any purple Maldens... double sighs from the two ladies! I was

slightly tempted by the Holborn... but I resisted it in the end! 

We also had a quick look in Paperchase and a quick scoot around TK Max, but no Filofax organisers in

TK Max... wrong time of year I suspect! 

I enjoyed the afternoon, thank you to [2]Hannah and [3]Kate for meeting me at such short notice. It was

good fun. 

Are there any readers near you that you could meet up with? 

1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-JnpjjeG-yto/T38eHmWnkqI/AAAAAAAAKtU/OB2oxkqKDnY/s1600/DSCF0971.JPG

2. http://lancashirecat.wordpress.com/

3. http://thelifeoftheperpetualstudent.blogspot.com/

David Popely (2012-04-08 16:08:21)

Alison reeves and I have met up once before, but it all rather depends on our respective movements, she being in the West Midlands and I in west Wales! we met up when we were there on business (separately, coincidentally), and had a great 90 minute or so in Conduit St shop, and in the Starbucks at the end of the road. 

If anyone reading this is in London I’m there twice-monthly, often with some ’slack’ in my schedule, and I’m always willing to meet fellow-FF enthusiasts and to talk about that, and about personal organisation in general. 

Just message me via @davidpopely on Twitter, or email me via davidpopely (at) googlemail (dot) com - it would be great to see you. 

David Popely (2012-04-08 16:09:19)

Oops...should have said we met in *London*! 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-08 19:15:15)

Yes, it was fun to meet up to compare binders and have a browse round the Filofax shop with a fellow enthusiast. 

Hopefully we can do so again when our schedules allow. 

All change on the Filofax front - Guest Post - Anita (2012-04-09 00:00) - Steve Morton

Thank you to Anita for today’s guest post

I think I’ve recently been suffering from the well-known phenomenon of ’Filofax fail’. I haven’t fallen out of love with them, but I think it’s what you’d call user error! Some thing just hasn’t been right, and

consequently every thing is out of date and I’ve been solely using a couple of pieces of lined paper at the front and touching nothing else. I had no idea where to start, but strangely enough buying another filo

started me down the right path. 

When my Domino snake arrived, I immediately loved it, but thought, ”I don’t need this and no matter

how lovely it is, it isn’t a Malden!” (I am such a Malden fan-girl) I sold it to the lovely Lime Tree and one of the filos she offered to swap was a red A5 zipped Finsbury. I’d already had some thoughts that the

personal size paper was too small for me and I rarely take my filo out and about, but hadn’t considered

trading up as I already had two perfectly decent ones (personal and A4 size). However the seed had been

planted in my brain... 

The purple A5 Malden obviously came to mind, but even though I loved the idea of the colour, I certainly

didn’t love the price! I’ve never paid full price for a filo and even though I’d be selling my other two, I still wanted a bargain. Pink, purple and red are all good colours in my opinion, so I started to search on
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the internet and trusty old Amazon UK came up with a vintage pink A5 at a great price. 

A proper box, how exciting! 

[1]

I don’t think I’d fully appreciated the size difference between the A5 and personal, but as soon as I saw

the paper inside, some thing inside of me went, ”Aha!” and I knew it’s just what I need. I’ve already

managed to sell my A4 Strata and its hole punch, so will just have to find a good home for the personal

one. 

[2]
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[3]

I know some people aren’t too sure about the vintage pink colour, but I’m surprised to say that I now

prefer it to crimson, as some how it’s a more subtle and complex shade. 

These are my extras that I’ve purchased for my new A5 - the KW Trio hole punch (from the Adspot page

on Philofaxy), a cheap A5 notebook, Dodo Pad and cheap plastic wallets that I might try hole punching. 

[4]

Oh, and my filo is German, even though purchased via Amazon UK and came with different inserts to

what I would expect. 
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[5]

[6]

I have already christened her Anja (pronounced Anya) as the name featured in my top German baby

names search, and I’m such a Buffy the Vampire Slayer fan that I knew it was meant to be. I can’t wait

to set her up and have just one filo for every thing! 

Once again thank you Anita for your guest post.... I am also heading in the direction of only using my A5

Malden!!! 

1. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-FVNwB2A94JY/T36L5D90i4I/AAAAAAAAKsg/PHpQOTPFhjQ/s1600/Ph1.JPG

2. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-o8ZGgiwZNqA/T36L9cvBV1I/AAAAAAAAKso/jc0cOTAqgwY/s1600/Ph2.JPG

3. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-r8XhYnTLyvo/T36MARvZjZI/AAAAAAAAKsw/OHTb0AoT1es/s1600/Ph3.JPG

4. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-DpYfPcJQVks/T36MDZGmmkI/AAAAAAAAKs4/C3S4-_0x5Ns/s1600/Ph4.JPG

5. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-M1HgShn5tnY/T36MHSmvbdI/AAAAAAAAKtA/JUZVpQ9h25g/s1600/Ph5.JPG

6. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-g0I-_pFBFtY/T36MKGGjgaI/AAAAAAAAKtI/T3F4bysKbYw/s1600/Ph6.JPG

Lime Tree (2012-04-09 02:03:33)

It is beautiful! And look at those inserts! I have been looking for something just like this for ages! Didn’t know the German FFs come with that. 

Very vey nice! Congrats on your new baby! 

Babs (2012-04-09 02:49:52)

I’m a complete A5 convert after combining 2 personals last year into one beautiful A5 imperial purple Finchley. 

It’s the perfect size and I love the time management inserts. 
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Yu (2012-04-09 08:15:35)

I’ve only seen the vintage pink color online and it’s always looked so... plastic. Is that the case irl? (And is that a Lamy Safari Fountain pen? :D )

Yu (2012-04-09 08:16:31)

it has... sorry. I’m way too tired right now... 

Nellie (2012-04-09 11:18:12)

I love the idea of an A5, but I know having tried one it just doesn’t work for me. It is far too heavy. I love the pink though! 

Ashleigh (2012-04-09 12:28:01)

I loved the A5 for the paper size but I found myself making excuses to not take it out due to the sheer heaviness! 

I have since converted to personal and must say I haven’t looked back but I really hope it works for you, Yu I have the vintage pink and in reality it is a stunning colour that doesn’t look plasticky at all it has a certain sophistication about it unlike some of the other pink shades I have seen you can’t mistake the genuine leather look and feel with the Malden. 

007 (2012-04-09 13:07:11)

Everything = Fabulous. 

Butanben (2012-04-09 13:13:55)

Fantastic!!! Thank you for this post. I enjoyed reading about your A5. xx

Tim (2012-04-09 14:30:05)

Thanks Anita, 

A5 v Personal must be the most longstanding and discussed topic on Philofaxy! There was even a video about it on Saturday’s round-up! 

(OK! Yes, I accept that the current top topic is the sheer beauty - or otherwise - of the Purple Malden - but then loads of you were drooling over Vintage Pink and Ochre this time last year!). 

I must find time to write a post on creating a compact A5, as this has worked well for me and may (or may not!) be of interest to others still tormented by this conundrum! 

A5 doesn’t have to look like and weigh-in like a telephone directory! 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-09 15:21:44)

Tim, I’d love to read about your compact A5 and how to create one! 

DEM (2012-04-09 16:18:36)

As would I! 

DEM (2012-04-09 16:19:37)

Lovely post! Glad you have found something that appears to be the answer! Congrats! 

Laurie (2012-04-09 20:14:51)

Tim I’ve been begging Filofax for years to create a slimline/ compact A5, so I would be extremely interested in reading about how you’ve created yours! 

Yu (2012-04-09 20:56:32)

I’m also interested in hearing more! :)

Tim (2012-04-10 03:15:32)

Oh dear! It’s not THAT radical or exciting - but I’ll try! 
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gdigesu (2012-04-10 06:07:01)

Tim, pics, please. 

Anita (2012-04-10 08:00:31)

Thank for all your lovely comments! I really enjoyed writing the post & it’s very kind of Steve to put it on the site. 

@Lime Tree: I didn’t expect those inserts either! 

@Yu: The leather isn’t at all plasticky & is much smoother than that on my personal size one. It did smell a bit strange straight out of the box, but it now has the normal leathery smell I’d expect & love. @Tim: A compact A5 does sound good, even though I’m quickly filling mine up! I’d also be very interested to hear about it. 

Yu (2012-04-14 20:31:48)

Hm. I might have to consider getting one in vintage pink then. :) I first thought ”ick, old meat!” when I saw photos, mainly becuase it was so plastic-looking, but the color has slowly grown on me and now I kind of like it. ˆÂnd is that a Safari? :) (I’m wondering because I’m going to buy new ink for my Vista, but it is kind of unnecessary if the ink will just bleed through the pages.)

Anita (2012-04-18 02:30:07)

I also wasn’t too sure about the colour, but it’s definitely grown on me! 

Yes, that is a Lamy Safari & I use Quink ink which doesn’t suffer from much bleed through at all :)

Free For All Tuesday No. 62 (2012-04-10 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

I trust you all had a pleasant Easter break.. 

Let’s hear your Filofax related questions for this week.... 

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-kW_1IIOlz40/SuQzaYRGtTI/AAAAAAAAH10/A5Q5jNFQ_Tk/s1600/IMG_8317.JPG

Christina (2012-04-10 04:33:42)

Hello! I need some help with diary size and inserts. I’m due to start a teacher training course in September and have decided that the student planner I have used throughout university will just not be sufficient enough. 

I think I will need an A5 diary but am stuck on choosing what type of inserts I should get. Should I get a day per page for meticulous planning (which I will need to do), a week to view pullout thing to put down important dates, meetings etc and a year to view to get an almost birds eye view of dates, holidays, teacher training days etc? 

Alongside, lectures and seminars I will also have to include info on when I am teaching and maybe lesson plans as well as personal life info. Will be buying a notepad and sticky notes thing that goes at the back for those moments when you need to jot something down asap - have a memory of a fish! 

Apologies for the long post. What are your recommendations and how much approx will I be expected to pay? 

Thanks in advance! :) x
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Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 04:51:42)

Christina - if you have access to a printer than I would have a good look at the diary inserts Steve and Ray have designed. They are really well designed and can save you a fortune - and be printed onto coloured paper if you wish. 

Don’t be frightened to use more than one diary in your binder to see different things - this can allow you to see trends. I like to use different views (i.e. monthly/weekly/daily - the daily I tend to use mostly for planning purposes). 

I haven’t done what you are doing so I can’t advise specifically, if you have time to browse the website you will find a lot of different setups that can give you ideas. 

PrincessK (2012-04-10 05:05:38)

Hi Everyone, 

I was wondering how people use their Filofax (if they do) for weight loss tracking and meal planning. I joined the gym and started dieting In December and I have been trying to keep a daily log of what I eat, how many calories it has, what exercise I did in the gym and how many calories I burned off. So far I’ve just been writing on scraps on paper or in random pages of my Filofax but the longer I stick to it the harder im finding it to keep track. Im also attempting to budget and get control of my money and try and plan meals for me and the kids and only buy what I need (Steve made me some shopping lists which have been fab) but im struggling with where to put this in my Filofax also. 

My main problem is that I just dont have anywhere to write it down. I’ve found the only diary insert which works for me is a week on one page with notes. My week pretty much stays the same, school runs and play group things like that, so I dont need much space for appointments, which is far to small to fit on daily meals plans and exercise log. I thought maybe a day on two page could work and I could write all the info, meal plans exercise etc on the day but I found that the diary page didnt get used and the task lists and notes box weren’t big enough. Being a stay at home mum I have lots of things to get done but they very rarely have a deadline, I think this is why the week on one page with notes works so well cause I can just write a big list of things to be done and they can be done as and when during the week. Using the two days per page I found I was just re-writing to-do’s over and over again each day! 

Im just really struggling with a way to keep track of this in my filofax, so any ideas would be really appreciated (sorry for the long post)

Princess K x

curiouser (2012-04-10 05:08:34)

I’ve just received my new pocket crimson malden- not sure whether I should return it or not. 

This one seems a bit weird compared to my ochre one- it smells of plastic not leather, the texture is more rough and it doesn’t lay flat. 

Is this normal? can i fix these problems. thank you. 

curiouser (2012-04-10 05:27:44)

@PrincessK- a filofax novice here & I’m only using a pocket- I use my filofax for personal stuff only. 

I use month on 2 pages to track where my kids/husband are and I use stickers to mark the exercise type I did. 

I use week on 2 pages as a tracking device for food/exercise/emotions. In my to do section, I have 2 pages-a separate list for business and personal, with the meal plan for the week on the following page. I’ve written it so that when I leave the filo open, I can see both lists. 

Its working so far, fingers crossed, but could be better organised into zones or a regular schedule. 

I’ve seen other filos on here where the diary page is split into half or quarters for the key areas. 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 05:51:36)

@PrincessK - I found it easier to keep my food diary etc on separate diary sheets. Could you have a separate tab in your binder for ’health’ and a week on two pages on which you could record your food intake and your exercise? 

For menu planning I still use a pad my sister-in-law got me for Xmas - it is A5 but I use it in my A5 binder. I’ve removed the pages and punched to fit. On the left of that page it is divided up into the seven days of the week and this space is used to record what you plan to eat. On the right hand side is a shopping list layout so you can 43



make a list of what you need to buy. It has perforations down the middle so you can remove the shopping list half to take to the shops. - I’ve just found it here: http://www.mumsoffice.co.uk/quick-shop/mums-shopping-list.html I have a feeling Ray and Steve could come up with something similar - the only difference is that this does have perforations down the middle to remove the list. However there is no reason why you couldn’t have one sheet for the menu and another for the shopping list. 

Once I got out of the mindset that everything had to be on one diary I found it much easier to sort things out -

I’m still not as organised as I’d like to be, but I’m getting there slowly! 

Lostwithoutyou (2012-04-10 05:52:22)

I’ve just bought an A5 filofax, I’d like to have a go at printing one of the diary inserts made my Ray and Steve. 

What paper does everyone use for this? I had a look at the filofax computer paper but its £9 for 50 sheets. The diary I’d like to print is 366 pages which is going to cost a lot... 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 05:56:45)

PS I do like the Mum’s office layout, but if I were to redesign I would divide the shopping list area into sections, for example fresh fruit and veg, chiller, condiments etc. I do like my shopping list to be organised when I shop otherwise I find I forget things - probably because I always have two lists as I do my Mom’s shopping as well! I don’t know how simple shopping can get so stressful at times! 

Silver Elixir (2012-04-10 05:59:18)

Princess K, 

Could you try using a dedicated page per day/week/month (as it suits your needs) with columns or sections to track what you want to record? i.e date, time, foods and calories with exercise done. Could this be a section under a separate tab in your Filo? Or does it need to be kept on your weekly pages? 

I have a section in my planner where I keep a list of all the meals that we eat so that when I plan my shopping I can cook different things. This list is laminated to my divider. I also have made some pages with top tabs cut out that I use to make a ’stock’ list of the items I buy regularly. This is broken down into areas - pantry, fridge, bathroom, cleaning and misc. 

Could you keep your shopping/meal/menu plans in one section and just add a sticky note to your current week with your menu for the week? 

Hope these ideas help. If you want I could design a page if you gave me specifics of what you needed to record. 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 06:03:25)

@lostwithoutyou Depends where you are based. If in UK or Europe it’s easy to buy some A4 paper in your colour choice and weight (for example if you use a fountain pen a 90gsm or 100gsm is a good choice) and then print in booklet form. I have a feeling that either Steve or Ray has some instructions for this (I’m sure someone can point to it?), but it’s easy enough if you just experiment with a four page document first. Good place to find paper are Staples, Rymans, Amazon etc. Some people like to buy cream (to emulate the cotton cream look) but you can

also get almost every other colour in the rainbow! Good old white is usually cheaper if you are on a tight budget. 

I’m not sure where you can buy A4 if you are in the US - perhaps someone else can advise? I definitely think the filofax paper is over prices and low quality, so I’d avoid it if possible. You can but A5 paper for a straight double sided print, but it usually works out a lot more expensive. 

gdigesu (2012-04-10 06:03:57)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

PrincessK (2012-04-10 06:41:37)

@ Alison. No it doesnt have to be in the diary section, its not at the minute just on random bits if paper lol. I think I’ve just about tried every diary layout possible and its always a case of not enough room to write everything (my are only young and the baby eats different meals to my older child and I eat different to them, they dont need to be on a diet :-)so its not just one evening meal) and the day per page is just too big and its annoying not to be able to see a weeks worth of meals, I have to go hunting through pages to find out what i’ve planned when im writing a shopping list and something always gets missed! I have steve’s shopping lists and they work 44



brilliantly but its the meal planning that imn struggling on. A diary just doesnt work well for fitness tracking at all i dont think. Again i end up scribbling everything down and I cant see what been going on that week, thats why I thought some type of list/log might work better. I might try and copy the grid from the link onto some filofax squared paper and see how that works though

@ Silver Elixir A separate section sounds like a good idea, but like I said to Alison diarys havent really worked for me. I dont have a printer, cutter or hole punch so anything I use has to be something I can buy or something I can easily draw up myself on Filofax paper, im not an organised person by nature so I get myself into a right mess trying to design grids and tables lol

gdigesu (2012-04-10 06:45:47)

You might try printing them on A4 size printing paper, 75g weight, 2 pages per sheet, front and back. Start with, say, April, and see whether you like it? 

curiouser (2012-04-10 07:19:54)

what about a dodo pad insert and the other ones to track how you have gone on a weekly basis? 

You could set one column for each of the separate areas that you wish to plan ie food, exercise etc, with the other side for your to do list? 

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com.au/2010/04/my-new-a5-domino-filofax-wi th-dodo-pad.html

Ray Blake (2012-04-10 07:24:16)

Don’t buy the Filofax printing paper - our templates aren’t set up to print on that. Use just regular A4 printer paper or a type you know works well in your particular printer. 

Ray Blake (2012-04-10 07:25:29)

Oh, and here’s how to print and cut the pages:

http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/how-to-print-filof ax-personal-pages-on.html

Paul B (2012-04-10 07:34:53)

Hi Ladies and Gents, Hope you all had a good Easter break. I‘m in the Middle East so I just read the posts and watched enviously..... 

I have just taken over a new role in which I:ll be responsible for Business Partners, and I have spent some hours over the weekend trying to devise a Contact Sheet that will contain all the relevant data for the Business Partner, but will also somehow help me to keep track of both contacts between us, plus orders signed. Not sure if I am trying to do too much with one sheet (not got round to adding the back page yet, as couldnt decide if that should be orders, calls, or both). 

Hoping someone else in Philofaxyville will be experienced in a similar role and may have suggestions. My fields at the moment are:

Company name; Primary contact person; Address; all teh various types of phones and email; Partner‘s main

customers; other contacts in company:

Then an order section (Customer, order details, price, date); 

Then a Calls section (Date, topic, outcome, actions). 

Grateful for any suggestions for fields that others find useful. I looked at the Contact Sheet in the files but it didnt really seem suitable for what I need. I can upload a sample if required. 

Happy Easter all :)

Lostwithoutyou (2012-04-10 07:42:07)

That’s great, thanks everyone, I’ll have a go tonight :)

Babs (2012-04-10 07:57:34)

Hi everyone! 

I spotted this link on Amazon over the weekend

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B004PVBQAS/ref=oh o02 s00 i00 details

The picture is of a portable hole punch, but the item code, title and description are for an A5 Finchley in Black. 
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The price seems to be a little too good to be true for an A5 Finchley (just shy of £12 including postage) but I thought I would give it a go and have ordered one. If it turns out to be the hole punch I can just return it, but if it turns out to be the A5 Finchley, it’s a really good deal. 

Just thought I’d pass it on in case anyone else fancies a gamble! 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-04-10 09:05:24)

Hi everyone! I have massive planner fail going on right now! 

Since the New Year I have been using Day Timer Flavia day on 2 pages inserts for my daily planner, and Day

Timer Flavia week on 2 pages for week to view and future planning, because I only have 1 week of DO2P in my filo at once. But the DO2P is REALLY not working for me- it’s a huge expanse of space for me to write on every day, but I’m not using it all, it’s silly. On the left page I write my appointments, but I might only have 3 per day, and on the right I list my to-dos and any quick notes, but this only takes up 1/4 of that page. In all, I’m only using about 1/5 of the whole DO2P insert for every day! This gets worse in the holidays when I have very few appointments, or when I’m writing essays, when I tend to not write anything down for that whole day. I’m really not using these pages to their full potential, so I think I need a change, but I don’t know what inserts to use! 

I DEFINITELY need to have appointment slots written down the page because I can’t see things if they aren’t in chronological order. I also think I need just 1 page with the to-dos/notes for the whole week, like the notes page on the right in the week on 1 page with notes inserts. This is so I don’t have keep transferring them over to another page if I don’t get them done on the day before. 

What I really need is a week on 1 page vertical with appointment slots, with a notes page on the right. I’m using personal-sized paper and I know this could get pretty cramped- does anyone think this is possible? 

Or do you have another solution for me? Thanks!! 

queendelesa (2012-04-10 09:26:49)

Haha, good luck. I have ordered on amazon.uk a A5 Filofax for 8.45 GBP. Thought it might be a very good deal. 

They took my order, amazon send a confirmation, after all they send me their regrets, but they couldn’t send it overseas by airmail!!! Explanation: to heavy to send?!?! I think they found out, that they made an error in pricing. 

thats all. Please let us know the end of your story! ;-)

Josh (2012-04-10 09:42:18)

Kate, 

DayTimer sells double punched to do list sheets, which you could use side by side with a day per page and flip the page each day. I think they call them hotlists? Nancy did a write up on them on her ”sense of gravity” blog. 

Seems to answer your needs! If you want a filofax 2012 dpp diary please email me at joshua dot LaPorte at me dot com and I can mail you my unused one. 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 09:47:07)

@Ray - it’s A5 pages lostwithyou is asking about not personal! Actually A5 are easier as you only have to slice them in half! 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 09:49:07)

I’ve ordered one too - I’ve had the confirmation so we’ll see what turns up! I only ordered it really as I believe it has the larger ring sizes - I’ll probably sell one of my others if it does turn out to be genuine. 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 09:53:02)

@the perpetual student TPS - why not use a 2 page per week and slot a todo sheet between the two pages? You can get diary pages in this format with time slots from some of the European sites. Then you can just move your todo list to the next week if you have any outstanding items. 

Ray Blake (2012-04-10 10:17:04)

Good point. I missed that. Steve has a good page on A5 printing:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.co.uk/2010/08/printing-a5-pages.html

46



Jotje (2012-04-10 10:18:27)

@TPS: the vertical WO2P for Personal is already pretty cramped, there’s no way you could squeeze all those

columns on only one page. 

You could try Ray/Steve’s template for the vertical WO2P: it has hourly appointment slots and on the bottom it has several lines for Todo’s. That could be a solution for you!!!! 

Or you could use the daytimer hotlists, Josh suggested. One advice: if you wanna try them, try ebay first. I got a whole box of them last year from somewhere in the US and it was dead-cheap, especially compared to the rather high DT prices ... 

Also, if you wanna try out the Hotlists, send me an emai and I’ll send you some. jotje69 (at) gmail (dot) com Ray Blake (2012-04-10 10:19:56)

I’ve ordered one as well. Good spot. I hope that behind this there isn’t some small business that will make a big loss. 

Cat Burchmore (2012-04-10 10:29:00)

Ok I ordered too. I love A5, it is the best size for me, and it’ll be nice to have one in reserve. Who can resist such a good price? I too hope it’s not either a. a scam, or b. a small business who will make a big loss. 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-04-10 10:55:04)

Kate, Moleskine has printable templates based on their books but they could be used if sized right and hole punched They do have a wo2p with lines but dont know how small it would be once printed. And other options... 

You have to sign up to access them but then there are a nice assortment. 

Tracy

Cat Burchmore (2012-04-10 11:35:26)

Tracy I can’t find where this is you mention above about moleskin, any chance you can post a link? Ta

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 11:53:54)

I think if it is a small business they may have noticed by now with 4 of us ordering! I’m guessing we might just get an email saying they are no longer available if it is a problem. 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-04-10 12:27:57)

Cat, 

It’s http://www.moleskine.com/mymoleskine/ which is off the mymoleskine link off the main moleskine.com page. 

Tracy

industrious housewife (2012-04-10 12:38:59)

A fold out sheet? 

LJ (2012-04-10 14:00:30)

Well spotted - I wasn’t looking for a new FF, but if it is what it says it is, then who could resist :o)

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 14:02:21)

Paul - you don’t say what size binder you are using? I think you will struggle to maintain all this info by hand -

certainly in anything less than an A5. An A4 would be better. I did try to do this some time ago when I had a different business and it was a bit of a nightmare. I ended up using outlook and putting order and contact info under separate headings in the notes area of the contact page. 

Others may have had more luck and help you out here! 

Butanben (2012-04-10 14:23:17)

Christina, I am a teacher, currently looking for work though due to school merger. I have a school planner in A5, and a multi planner in A5 and have designed a lot of inserts to use for my teaching load. As they are in Word, they can be adapted to suit your individual needs, but may act as a springboard for your own A5 planner. I have 47



an A5 for my diary, which includes school and home events in the diary bit. 1 diary 1 life is less complicated as it avoids clashes.The rest is my lists, medical, computer, reading etc. I use Steve and Ray’s amended TM planner for my diary, and colour code.... school, light blue, home, violet, and social pink. I also have an A5 school planner for day to day timetables and daily overviews, extra-curricular registers etc etc.It is necessary to have a huge A4

file or two for all other stuff, lesson plans, school policies etc etc, as the paperwork is substantial and a Filofax will not hold it all I am afraid. My big files stay at school and I decant this week’s A4 lesson plans and termly overviews into an A4 thin filofax Strata.Every school has its own format for these long medium and short term plans. Putting the essential into a thinner folder saves me lugging such huge A4 spring bound folders back and forth to school, along with my 2 A5s. Policy documents stay at school and on my PC as a hard copy to refer to at home. A memory stick will be a must for you too, but remember the Data Potection Act,remembering to have

pupil or staff personal data stored carefully and safely. Your school(s)and uni will advise you on all this, so worry ye not.E. mail me at je.mccourt@virgin.net and I’ll send you my planner inserts which I use for teaching. Use and adapt as you wish.... or indeed discard if they don’t suit you. If they have the philofaxy logo on, they have come from this site, under files, so just keep the acknowledgement logo there. Glad to help, so just e. mail me any time any place. The TES forum is useful for all sorts as is Hamilton Trust site... just for initial starting points for you. 

E.Mail me any time...... so glad you are going into teaching..... enjoy.... and all the best. Jane. xxxx

Paul B (2012-04-10 14:43:54)

Thanks, Alison. I should have mentioned, Im using an A5 for work (and this) and a personal for my ....personal life! I use Outlook for calendars, but we dont use Outlook at work, alas, so I have to add everything manually into Outlook Calendar. 

At least I know that others have tried it and its too ambitious. I did wonder if I:d be better with three different pages: Call log, Business Partner info )a la classic Contact sheet) and Order summary. Oh well, it was worth doing the exercise, if only to reach this conclusion. 

Paul B (2012-04-10 14:49:29)

@TPS I bought the DO2P last year and after 3 months, I had to admit defeat. 

I started out diligently

writing every action, call, email and task in the Notes page, and then the next day, I had half of them left, and diligently wrote them out again....and so it went on ad infititum. I only discovered this site 2 months ago but reading about how many people are using two different diaries for different purposes in the same organiser, I think I:m tempted to try it. I:m also going to check out these hotlists too and see if they could help as well. 

PrincessK (2012-04-10 15:12:37)

I dont know, im seriously considering changing to A5 then I can print out meal plans and fitness plans at my local library as its a much easier size than personal. My filofax generally doesnt leave the house so size isnt really a problem. So if anyone has a pink Finsbury or pink A5 malden they want to sell? (any excuse for a new Filofax) :-) Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-04-10 16:57:50)

Oh, a band-wagon I’m more than happy to jump on! I hope it isn’t a hole-punch in the end! 

[posted this twice, but the first time it got posted in a completely random place...]

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 17:50:28)

Paul there might be some mileage in splitting this up as you suggest and you could file it all under customer name in an A-Z format. However you may prefer to use an A4 type binder so you can record more info - it depends

on the volume of calls and order of course. Could you use a web based CRM (customer relationship manager)

system? Something like Capsule for example? 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-10 17:52:48)

Mine was just cancelled - with no explanation ... 

Not sure if they just ran out or if they realised their mistake. 
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Babs (2012-04-10 18:22:44)

Likewise Alison and the item is now listed as unavailable on the link. Ah well. Win some, lose some! 

Unknown (2012-04-10 19:56:14)

Yes, I am one of those horrible suckers who bought a Temperley Filofax (I got mine off of eBay, if that makes anything better)... What I was wondering was if anyone thought it might be possible to switch out the Personal rings for A5 rings, as the Affair is A5 and I prefer the A5 size for writing. 

Thanks for any and all feedback! 

Esmé

Shanananana (2012-04-11 03:06:36)

Bit late - has anyone here got a Personal Kendal and can weigh the empty binder, and post the weight in grams or ounces? 

I know it’s a lot to ask and probably won’t get a reply but my work tote is weighing in at a hefty 7lbs now and that’s with a nylon Fax, I want a Kendal off e-Bay badly before they become impossible to find new but I need to know the weight first, because if it’s too much more I might have to re-think... I’d go in the shop with my scales except the ones I checked at the weekend had no Kendals left... 

Hope some wonderful kind angel can help! :o)

Jotje (2012-04-11 03:19:06)

You could ask Josh to weigh his Kendal??? 

Jotje (2012-04-11 03:23:50)

Stupid me! Steve made a document comparing the weight of the empty binders. An empty Personal Kendal

weighs 258g. 

Here’s the link to the document:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AhlmQ-9jjqX0dERzQ2pvMlo 1NHBqMjlucHl3LW9qVWc &hl=en

GB #gid=0

Alison Reeves (2012-04-11 04:12:55)

Esme - I’m sure Tim has done this with a flex. If you get no comments here, try reposting on Friday (it’s free for all Friday) and I’m sure he will see it and respond. 

Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-04-11 04:32:04)

Ditto. I guess if things are too good to be true, they’re too good to be true. 

At least they didn’t send me a hole-punch! 

:-)

Tim (2012-04-11 12:46:53)

Esme/ Alison - I’ve switched Filofax rings in an A5 Kendal (25mm instead of 30mm) and have fitted 17mm Time Manager (TMI) rings into my A5 Holborn. I’ve also fitted a 13mm slim ring mech into an A5 Flex. 

It is fairly easy, WITH CARE, to ease back the rivet edges to remove and replace an A5 ring mechanism with

another A5. (The rivet centres are 175mm apart). However, you can’t do that with an A5 into a Personal as the rivet centres are only 110mm apart. With the price of Temperley, I would think twice before carrying out major sugery anyway! 

Whilst I’ve long thought it a good idea to combine Flex ideas into some Filofax products, I’m at a complete loss as to why they designed Temperley for personal Filofax pages but for an A5 Flex notebook. 

Unknown (2012-04-11 14:43:56)

Thanks so much for your input, Alison and Tim. I’ll stick to the Personal rings, I suppose – and I agree, Tim; I have no idea why they mixed the Flex notebook with personal Filofax pages. 
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Cazzle (2012-04-11 17:01:24)

So YOU”RE the one who outbid me by £5.00!! haha I knew it would be someone from here! Well if you change

your mind about it I would be more than happy to take it off your hands! x

Steve Morton (2012-04-12 10:02:47)

The Amazon Finsbury picture has changed to one of an organiser but is now unavailable

LJ (2012-04-12 16:28:46)

The good news is, none of us were sent a hole punch that we would then have the hassle of returning :o)

Jotje (2012-04-13 05:00:28)

Tim, could you make a tutorial on the replacement of the ring mechanism? Also, where would one get a 13 mm

ring mechanism for the A5? 

I’m most intrigued, to say the least ... 

Tim (2012-04-13 07:51:58)

Jotje - I’m going to write a guest post on this subject when I get chance! 

Shanananana (2012-04-14 05:48:40)

Oh that is magnificent - as a part-timer round here I didn’t know about that at all, thanks SO MUCH!! 

Meet The Baroques - Guest Post - Doris (2012-04-11 00:00) - Steve Morton

A big thank you to Doris for sending us this detailed post about her Filofax Baroques. 

(Thanks to my daughter who very kindly lent me her black Personal for this photo. And a warning:

picture-heavy but not great photography.)

It was love at first sight with the Filofax Baroque. I just had to have one after I saw the gorgeous

embossing, which I thought was so unique. I at first thought it was made of PVC, but after I found out it

was leather, I was hooked. 
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[1]

[2]

I first held one in my hands after I bought my daughter a black Personal for Christmas. I hoped she’d

like it, and she loved it. Next came my turn to hunt for one for myself. Knowing it was discontinued

almost everywhere didn’t make it any easier. How providential that I looked on Adspot on Philofaxy and

Leilani was selling her Pocket in turquoise. Perfect, I tell you! The waiting was agony, but a few weeks

later, it was mine! (Thanks Leilani!) And because I wanted to round out the Baroque family, I got the

Rose mini during the Italian sale. (I’m a sucker for pink.)

The Pocket

I moved into the pocket as soon as I received it. I simply emptied out the Malden so the setup is practically 51







the same. The only new things are the Filo tabbed MO2P, and one tab for quotes that I put in my

handmade cards. I made dividers to match the turquoise and was already using them in the Malden so it

was a quick and easy move. I sometimes get tired of color though, so I’ve since used the standard dividers

in cream. Clean and simple. 

[3]

[4]
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[5]

[6]

The Malden and Baroque seem to be the most similar in card/pocket layout of the models I’ve seen

online, which is probably why I have both. There are a few subtle differences, however, in both size and

configuration. 
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[7]

1. The left hand side. The Baroque has the more common credit/business card pockets vs. the

Malden’s more static’ layout . I put some cards into the pockets so you can better tell. The zipped

pocket on the Baroque is bigger and seems easier to get to than the Malden. It’s probably due to the

softness of its leather. 

[8]

2. The right hand side. Both have notepad slots which I love. The Baroque, however, doesn’t have

the extra pocket behind it which the Malden has. 
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[9]

3. Floppiness. If you think the Malden is a floppy Filofax, the Baroque is even floppier. It can double

up on itself if you let it. This may be a deal-breaker for some who write on their Filo on the go, in a

queue, while walking, etc. I myself don’t mind. The Malden doesn’t, and has never, lain flat. 

[10]

4. External full-width wallet pocket. The Baroque doesn’t have one. I didn’t know this at first, and

if I had intended to use this as a wallet/purse, I would have been disappointed. 

5. Size. The Baroque is about the same size width-wise as the Malden, but the Malden is about 1 cm

taller. 
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[11]

6. Capacity. Although they are virtually the same, with the same size rings, the Baroque seems to

be able to hold more paper-wise than the Malden. However, the Baroque’s side tabs are closer to the

edges when it’s closed, so if you intend to keep two pens there, it’s a tight squeeze. I can do this with the Malden with a little bit of wiggle room. I can’t explain this, sorry, but it is so. (Could it be the size of the spine? or the soft, soft leather?)

[12]

Verdict: Dare I say it?!? I think I love the Baroque more! There’s something about it – it’s sooo soft, 

smooth, squish-y, and very simple on the outside, but the embossing inside is so pretty. I’m glad there

are only three Baroque colors or I’d be in deep, deep trouble. 

Weekly/Monthly sheets. I’ll take this opportunity to show you some pages to the Diary portion that

helps me see at a glance what I need to do for the day, without cluttering up my WO2P. I handmade two

monthly sheets to capture (1) birthdays/anniversaries with one box per month, and( 2) a by-day sheet to
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capture recurring monthly events like bills due and monthly chores. Bills that come on different times of

the month get written on small white sticky labels so I can move them around. Others get written in

pencil. I also made a weekly sheet to write down TV shows I watch on a regular basis. I flip to these

pages first thing in the morning so I know what I need to do during the day. They’re all right next to the

Diary tab. 

[13]

[14]

Speaking of Diary. I’m using Steve & Ray’s pocket 2012 Enhanced TM Weekly view and I’m liking it

so far. It forces me to “check off” my to-dos for the week so I don’t have to rewrite them the next week. 

With the moveable flyleaf list, I knew it was easy to move it week-to-week so I wasn’t forced into actually doing them. Lazy much? (:
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[15]

Now, onto the Mini

These

posts

([16]http://paperpensink.blogspot.com/2011/02/mini-baroque-fil

o-purse.html

and

[17]http://vanjilla.blogspot.com/2011/12/great-mini.html) helped me decide whether the mini would

work for me as a wallet. I got a test’ mini in the Portobello on eBay for $7, shipped, but it was black, 

and the coin pocket is a little stiff, and near the pen loop. (Any excuse!). Hence, the mini Baroque. 

[18]

The mini’s setup. Since its main purpose is as a wallet, I first made sure that I could fit in all the

cards I need in the Portobello. So when I moved into the Baroque, the set up was the same. I use the

left side pockets for bank cards. At the very back of the rings are four side-opening plastic envelopes for loyalty cards, photos and receipts. I didn’t know these were just side opening, so I snipped off the top so I could access the contents easily. I hesitated at first (sacrilege!) but I’m glad I did. I put notes/cash in the notepad slot or behind the zipped pocket and coins are in the zip. 

58







[19]

However, this is, after all, a Filofax, so of course we need to fill it up – inserts, tabs, pagemarkers, blank sheets, etc. I made tabs to add even more color to its already hot pinkness. Not a lot of blank sheets

though to lessen its heft. 

Notes: just some sticky notes stuck on the divider (more on how I use Notes below)

• To Do: long-term items only, short-term to-dos are in the Pocket

• Shop: categories on each page and a shopping wish list, and

• Lists: top tabs for (1) Media (books, movies and websites) and(2) Home (around the house to-dos)

Finally, a MO2P for when I don’t have my pocket with me. It still closes, yay! I treated myself to

cotton-cream paper for my mini and I love it. 

[20]
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[21]

A short explanation on the Notes section in all my Filos – all I keep in it is a few sheets of sticky notes to write on. It keeps me from making a mess and wasting Filo paper. I then re-write it neatly later in the

right section, or just toss that sheet out when I’m done with it. 

[22]
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[23]

All in all, my systems work. I keep the pocket nearby and the mini in my bag. The only duplication is

the Home to-dos but I want those in both so it works. However, nothing is perfect. I’m debating moving

my Media lists to the Pocket. 

Bigger pen loops please. As with most Filos, the pen loops are never big enough for the pens I like to

use. Since I carry around 2 fat Coletos in the Pocket (8 colors, pencil AND eraser), one is clipped to the

notepad, and the 2nd in the rings, but I’d prefer if it wasn’t there. The Leuchtturm pen loops solved that

problem. I keep the 2nd pen in that when it’s not closed and my pens always have a place. I only have 1

pen in the Mini but it’s still fat so I clip it to the notepad slot as well. 

[24]

On a pen hack note, I recently did a hack on my Pilot Coletos. I discovered that Uniball Style Fit inks are waterproof (love!) but the barrels were too fat for my fingers and they were slipping because of the lack

of a rubber grip. I was able to put the Uni inks in my Coleto pens and I am now a very happy camper. If

you’re interested in the hack, drop me a line. 

So there you have it – my Baroque family and how I use them. I now have one in every size and every color

(though technically, the black Personal is my daughter’s), and although I’m happy with them, there’s a

plethora of models out there (and the Amazonas called to me, but that’s another review). I’m so glad the

Temperley is nowhere near my price range! Maybe I can re-create the Flex/Filo combo myself. Hmmmm

– project! 
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[25]

[26]

This has turned out to be quite a long review. I apologize if I bored you to tears. If you’ve read this far though, a BIG thank you! 

(I also want to credit some bloggers for some of the ideas that inspired me to use and pimp my Filo. 

There are quite a few so if I missed anyone, I apologize. Here goes: Whimsicality, PaperPensInk, Vanjilla, 

Zoe, Jotje. Whoever invented the top tabs, thanks a million. Another lifesaver is the transparent flyleaf

as dashboard/weekly to-do list/post-it holder. There are many, many more, sorry if I can’t list everyone. 

So, a blanket “Thank You” to Filo fans everywhere who have fanned the flames of my obsession.)

Thank you Doris, great to see how you are using the two sizes in tandem and the details and comparisons. 

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-hUzcfjNeLpA/T3jMnUWu52I/AAAAAAAAKog/3hYRdaNxmW4/s1600/PHOTO-A.JPG

2. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-_P4wKK935yo/T3jMrW9z1pI/AAAAAAAAKoo/KDS5fshQ-XY/s1600/PHOTO-B.JPG

3. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-QLPBD6LTrsI/T3jMvOlnXCI/AAAAAAAAKow/dBiwIK4wBJM/s1600/PHOTO-C.JPG

4. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-wbsR4MPFSG4/T3jMy8S_qYI/AAAAAAAAKo4/Qdf0aBGBsF4/s1600/PHOTO-D-1.JPG

5. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-NtxrY67HauY/T3jM2mAEbZI/AAAAAAAAKpA/2z4LDufMJ_s/s1600/PHOTO-D-2.JPG
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6. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-c3Gjo2y9-2I/T3jM_AR7ByI/AAAAAAAAKpQ/e5uBwTj0Oow/s1600/PHOTO-D.JPG

7. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Ar5xIerWMEk/T3jM7StQPII/AAAAAAAAKpI/fHNNRh4G5jw/s1600/PHOTO-D-3.JPG

8. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-eQAE1fhW3Xk/T3jNCxYDqyI/AAAAAAAAKpY/FBnWVHi-u4I/s1600/PHOTO-E.JPG

9. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-qVzlsj-8npI/T3jNGg9V8xI/AAAAAAAAKpg/rUITjeqtumA/s1600/PHOTO-F.JPG

10. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-e377hjg-J2c/T3jNKX4p0oI/AAAAAAAAKpo/VgYO2dtIx8M/s1600/PHOTO-G.JPG

11. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-kuGCR_V8FDs/T3jNPYo6v6I/AAAAAAAAKpw/t1QKXL3qd88/s1600/PHOTO-H.JPG

12. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-E8AfdA4pzD8/T3jNTJVaDSI/AAAAAAAAKp4/FFwwPsIIkss/s1600/PHOTO-I.JPG

13. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-u08K85ItpD8/T3jNa9DQCkI/AAAAAAAAKqI/ccJ_LvoZ34M/s1600/PHOTO-J.JPG

14. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-X7e74lAxHrg/T3jNW8IDf0I/AAAAAAAAKqA/uyvy_M2fOT0/s1600/PHOTO-J-1.JPG

15. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-7vd4fvhZ9Zc/T3jNelj2PBI/AAAAAAAAKqQ/QhvT124EMds/s1600/PHOTO-K.JPG

16. http://paperpensink.blogspot.com/2011/02/mini-baroque-filo-purse.html

17. http://vanjilla.blogspot.com/2011/12/great-mini.html

18. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-DF1UNh7CyUk/T3jNig_nJlI/AAAAAAAAKqY/wwHmR8OQ72A/s1600/PHOTO-L.JPG

19. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-G6z3Sa5uqck/T3jNvZtXUUI/AAAAAAAAKqw/mNmCfsJDCPs/s1600/PHOTO-M.JPG

20. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-5vv81kwdwI4/T3jNmbk65qI/AAAAAAAAKqg/opOHnhfmXAA/s1600/PHOTO-M-1.JPG

21. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-LQ4pXynd0Vo/T3jNqNX2SfI/AAAAAAAAKqo/Y2Wj9GH5HBA/s1600/PHOTO-M-2.JPG

22. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-V8RHxxFMgUk/T3jN3e26-BI/AAAAAAAAKrA/TbK5zi7R_To/s1600/PHOTO-N.JPG

23. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Q0wgxB_t4jM/T3jNzgVdKfI/AAAAAAAAKq4/31YAYxJHNHU/s1600/PHOTO-N-1.JPG

24. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-1Fy06vkqc3A/T3jN7DOBV7I/AAAAAAAAKrI/IjK8SJI4zEg/s1600/PHOTO-O.JPG

25. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-gPNjt7v6kSs/T3jOAbHC5eI/AAAAAAAAKrQ/RHnNV1LJHBc/s1600/PHOTO-P-1.JPG

26. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-TFbY4k7deFE/T3jOFUfEhwI/AAAAAAAAKrY/pWToTfRx1hA/s1600/PHOTO-P.JPG

Butanben (2012-04-11 00:30:41)

I just love your Baroques so much. I saw one at a Philofaxy meet up and I must admit, I fell in love with its softness and the beautiful embossing. Your set up is superb. You now have me wondering if I could move from an A5 to a pocket!!!!!! Thanks ever so much for this post, I enjoyed reading it. 

Lime Tree (2012-04-11 02:03:18)

WONDERFUL post! I also have a Baroque and I just adore it! I wish I had snapped a pink one as well :)

Congrats on that beautiful family of yours! 

Anita (2012-04-11 04:39:37)

These are gorgeous & thanks for sharing them with us :)

Saffy (2012-04-11 04:49:22)

Excellent post. I also have a family of Baroques and the softness and floppiness is one of the things I like the most. 

The Baroque is the first Filofax I owned that lay flat out of the box. It made me realise how useful and important that feature really was. 

I will look forward to the Amazona review too. 

doris98 (2012-04-11 04:59:21)

Hi, I basically run my life with this pocket, the 19mm rings really are enough room. Barring a lot of note-taking, I say ”Go for it!” (:

doris98 (2012-04-11 05:01:53)

Thanks! The Baroques are lovely, aren’t they? I saw yours, and I’m wishing a got Personal size for myself. 

doris98 (2012-04-11 05:06:18)

Hi Saffy, I would love to take a peek into your Family as well. (:

doris98 (2012-04-11 05:08:38)

Thanks Anita! 
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The Peripatetic Wanderer (2012-04-11 06:28:38)

I have a personal turquoise baroque and I just adore it. It was my first ever Filo and I love it so much. I dream of finding an A5 Baroque to bring home and call my own - I don’t think they even exist, but it’s a dream okay?! 

I also have an ochre pocket malden which I love too, I haven’t had it as long as the baroque so maybe that’s why I don’t love it QUITE as much (but don’t tell her!). 

curiouser (2012-04-11 07:20:23)

I love your handdrawn weekly list. Do you use a masterlist for the household maintenance over the year? 

Jotje (2012-04-11 08:05:05)

That was a wonderful review! Not too long at all (I wouldn’t have minded if you had been going on like that for a bit longer. You now have me wondering how the black personal of your daughter is set up ....). 

Oh, and regarding the pocket Malden: that one WILL lay flat! I have a black one that bends backwards, just as your Baroque does. Time ... time ... time ... 

Filofreak (2012-04-11 13:16:18)

What a fabulous review! And, I thought your pictures were very well done. A nice little ”family” indeed! 

doris98 (2012-04-11 19:36:29)

Hi! I’ve only just started the monthly lists, so no masterlist for now, and because it’s mostly for when bills are due, I don’t know if I want to see it over the course of a year (: You’ve given me an idea though. If I find a use to maintain it over the year, I may create one. Thanks! 

Scoot (2012-04-12 15:03:24)

I love the Baroques too, real style in themselves. I also like the multi-coloured approach to the faxes which is well balanced, not overdone at all. 

I have never understood how such imprinted fax designs were not more popular. 

doris98 (2012-04-12 19:14:44)

Hi Jotje! Thanks for the tip! I’ll reuse the Malden and train it, as you suggested (:

My daughter made me promise not to show the insides. But she did ask me to make her some dividers. 

doris98 (2012-04-12 19:16:29)

I suppose the Baroques have had their run, I’m just late in the game in getting them. But I agree, I love the color saturation they did on them, and the embossing should be brought back. Thanks for the comment. 

Vanjilla (2012-04-14 17:53:07)

Doris, I just read your amazing post for the zillionth time... 

and I think you have helplessly infected me

with the pocket size...! :) Really and again, thank you for your post - when will I finally get to read your filo-blog?? ;) doris98 (2012-04-14 19:34:03)

Aww, thanks Vanjilla! You got me into minis as well with your Amazona. Don’t hold your breath about the blog though - I don’t think I have the commitment to do that, yet. (: Thanks again. 

How do you? - Studying (2012-04-12 00:00) - Steve Morton

This weeks ’How do you’ question comes from reader Graham who asks:

I am about to commence some Open University first degree studies and wondered if there

are other followers who are currently carrying out such studies and who use a Filofax to plan

and coordinate their studies who would be prepared to share just how they do it? 
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I certainly recall a few people setting up Filofax organisers specifically for their studies, and there are plenty of students amongst our readers. 

Dredging back through my very vague memory, I recalled the following posts:

• [1]Reader question: How to organise/write a dissertation - The Life of the Perpetual Student

• [2]PhD Planning 102- How to organise your To-Do lists - Musings of a Caribbean Princess

And I’m sure there are many others I’m sure... so please step forward and post some links people... 

Thank you. 

1. http://thelifeoftheperpetualstudent.blogspot.fr/2011/08/reader-question-how-to-organisewrite.html

2. http://www.caribbeanprincessmusings.com/2011/03/phd-planning-102-how-to-organise-your.html

Josh (2012-04-12 00:10:07)

I don’t have any links to share, but can say that I am currently in paralegal studies and track it in my one filofax which I use for everything. I write assignments on post-it notes and stick them to the daily diary page several days before I need to complete the assignment, to make sure it gets started. I draft out my plan on paper outside the filofax for when I will fit in what school work, and then copy it into my diary and notes once the kinks are worked out. This helps a great deal to prevent the diary pages from becoming a mess of scratched out junk. Writing things on post-its makes it easy to move them from day to day. I also write projects on the little colored tape flags on the filofax sticky note insert, and move them each day to keep a reminder to keep the project in mind. I find that the reminder helps me make a little progress each day, sometimes just 10 minutes per day can save a great deal of trouble closer to deadline. 

I suppose, essentially, I treat my studies simply as another project in my life, and they are managed in the filofax the same way I manage my work and home projects. I *really* like using the sticky notes for a lot of this, it’s easy to move things around and rearrange etc. 

Butanben (2012-04-12 01:03:06)

The very best advice my tutor gave me was, plan your time and your assignments in your diary and planner and then double the time you think you will need. He was utterly on the button with that pearl of wisdom, especially when it came to my master’s dissertation. Diary in your working plan, deadlines etc, but allow bags of time. 

Also remember it is a marathon not a sprint, so chip away at the work little by little and keep mailling it to your tutor for tutorial feedback, before your final submission. I’ve got a few pro- formas I used, which I’ll share if you mail me at je.mccourt@virgin.net.... may or may not be of use.... each of us is individual in our working methods. I used a lot of box files for my reading materials and notes and memory sticked everything and saved assignments rigorously as I went along. You do NOT want to lose a dissertation through computer fail or lost laptop at the very last hour!!! Keep your fees receipts VERY safe, and your mark sheets and second assignment copies for external examiners,.... a darned nuisance to do additional copies later for an external examiner when other work piles up. Universities can need these slips of paper as proof you have completed the course and have paid everything up front, or rather mine did, before you could graduate. All the best.... and enjoy the course. 

Ray Blake (2012-04-12 02:30:06)

I’ve made some pages to support the Cornell Note taking method:

[1]here is the link. 

1. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.co.uk/2012/02/cornell-notes-templates-for-filofax-a4.html

Rabbit (2012-04-12 04:37:52)

I’ve been studying at uni for years and have never heard of the Cornell notes system - it would certainly straighten up my notes, however, so I’m going to be implementing it ASAP. Thanks for the heads-up Ray. 
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I use an A5 Domino (so lightweight + 30mm rings) to keep track of all my class papers and lec-

ture/tutorial/assignment notes, keeping a separate notebook for reading notes and assignment drafting. 

Classmates marvel at my A5 printouts...certainly not an idea for those who can’t stand small print. 

I always had trouble writing over the rings...until an insanely simple idea came to me: I use scissors to snick through the paper from the edge to the ring-hole...the pages become instantly removable (a bit like the Today page-marker) so that I can flip them over to write (saves time, but also spares everyone else the constant clicking of rings opening/shutting in class). These pages are also remarkably stable and need a solid tug to be removed. 

Babs (2012-04-12 04:49:39)

I started my MSc last September and originally had 2 personal filofaxes - one for ”personal” stuff and one for MSc stuff. I quickly moved over to a single consolidated A5 Finsbury which I find much better. 

I use the TM inserts. You can see my set-up here http://www.flickr.com/photos/ babs /6788303367/. On the

right hand page I have personal things, plus at the top I have a count-down to any important deadlines (essay, exam, assignments, etc) and a general ”to do” list for the week. On the left hand page I have my course reading, split into topics (so if you can make it out, in the picture I have 10 chapters / papers of T &D reading and 3

chapters / papers for PHRM). It’s then easy to keep track of what I need to do that week and score off when I’ve done it. 

I did set up another A5 as a revision Filo for my up-coming exams, but the narrow-ruled paper doesn’t work

for me taking lots of notes, and I still can’t find an alternative at the moment, so I’ve moved over to an ARC

notebook for that as it’s a bit more manageable. I can heartily recommend using the Cornell notes system, though, as it’s an excellent tool. Have a look at http://incompetech.com/graphpaper/cornelllined/ for a free tool to design and print your own Cornell templates on A4. 

The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-04-12 05:14:57)

I use a Dodopad A5 filofax inserts to plan my time for uni assignments. In the first column I write deadlines for that specific day. In the rest of the columns I write what work to do that day- I plan it by looking at the deadlines that week in the first column boxes and working out when to do the work to finish by the night before at the latest. This works for small assignments- presentations/powerpoints that are due in, language assignments etc. I don’t tend to do this for essays etc as these big assessments are always on my mind, I don’t need to write them down to remember them! But because the big assessments are at the front of my mind, I have to make sure I don’t forget the small ones! 

Laurie (2012-04-12 05:34:13)

I used a Personal size Filofax throughout graduate school and it worked well for me. I used the week on 2 pages to track assignments and deadlines and month on 2 pages for the larger overview to keep linger-range assignments from creeping up on me. I also used the address section for my contacts and professors’ info. 

I personally can’t recommend using a Filofax (even A5) for class notes. I kept a separate notebook and folder for each class’s notes and papers. A Filofax would not be able to hold all of your notes, then you’d have your notes separated which wouldn’t be a good idea either. 

I’ve posted this before but it’s worth saying again: create a section in your Filofax to record and track all of your degree requirements. Keep lists of all the classes you have to take, all the required papers, etc. Then you can check them off as you complete them. Also, it’s best if you can get all of your advisers to agree on paper (or at least via email) on your requirements for graduation, then keep close track of this. In my final semester my main adviser tried to tell me I should take two more classes. I was able to show her what she had agreed upon at the beginning of my graduate work and so avoided an additional unnecessary semester of classes. 

Best of luck in your studies! 

Babs (2012-04-12 05:34:36)

I should qualify my statements in saying that my MSc is a part-time, distance learning course that I need to fit round day-to-day life as well. You may find that the set-up you need varies depending on what kind of course it is, is it FT or PT, etc. I would definitely recommend printing out some diary sheets, etc, to trial before-hand before spending lots of money on them until you find out what kind of set-up you like best. 
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Laurie (2012-04-12 07:58:56)

That should read ”longer-range”! 

007 (2012-04-12 12:45:38)

I would consider a Personal Filofax that you are fond of; you will want it out and with you all the time. As a university professor (in the US), my most successful students (graduate and undergraduate) write things down. As you may know aalreaddy, writing by hand boosts neural activity enhancing the learning process (vs. e-devices). 

Perhaps Doane notebooks are my favorite for notetaking. 

Scoot (2012-04-12 15:35:44)

”...writing by hand boosts neural activity enhancing the learning process (vs. e-devices).” 

I didn’t know that, but I suspected something of the sort. 


http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_Vertical_Week_View/2013_merged_Vertical_Week_per_view_Personal_

Personal.docx

26. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_Vertical_Week_View/2013_merged_Vertical_Week_per_view_Personal_

Personal.pdf

27. 

http:

//philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal%20MonthView/2013_mergedMonth1Pages_PersonalPageSizePrintOnPersonal.docx

28. 

http:

//philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal%20MonthView/2013_mergedMonth1Pages_PersonalPageSizePrintOnPersonal.pdf

29. 

http:

//philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal%20MonthView/2013_mergedMonth2Pages_PersonalPageSizePrintOnPersonal.docx

30. 

http:

//philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal%20MonthView/2013_mergedMonth2Pages_PersonalPageSizePrintOnPersonal.pdf

31. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/1dayperpage/2013%20merged%20Personal%20DPP%20print%20on%20A4.docx

32. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/1dayperpage/2013%20merged%20Personal%20DPP%20print%20on%20A4.pdf

33. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/1day2page/2013%20merged%20Personal%20DPV%20print%20on%20A4.docx

34. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/1day2page/2013%20merged%20Personal%20DPV%20print%20on%20A4.pdf

35. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_TM_Week_View/2013%20merged%20Personal%20Enhanced%20TM%20Week%

20View.docx

36. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_TM_Week_View/2013%20merged%20Personal%20Enhanced%20TM%20Week%

20View.pdf

37. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_Vertical_Week_View/2013_merged_Vertical_Week_per_view_Personal_

printA4.docx

38. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_Vertical_Week_View/2013_merged_Vertical_Week_per_view_Personal_

printA4.pdf

39. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Personal%202%20days%20per%

20page%20lined.docx

40. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Personal%202%20days%20per%

20page%20lined.pdf

41. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Personal%202%20days%20per%20page. 

docx

42. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Personal%202%20days%20per%20page. 

pdf

43. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Personal%202%20days%20per%

20page%20lined%20with%20icons.docx

44. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Personal%202%20days%20per%

20page%20lined%20with%20icons.pdf

45. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal%20MonthView/2013_mergedMMPP_PersonalPageSizePrintOnA4.docx

46. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal%20MonthView/2013_mergedMMPP_PersonalPageSizePrintOnA4.pdf

47. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal%20MonthView/2013_mergedMthPerView_PersonalPageSizePrintOnA4.docx

48. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal%20MonthView/2013_mergedMthPerView_PersonalPageSizePrintOnA4.pdf

49. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/YearPlanner/2013%20merged%20Personal%20annual%20planner.docx

50. http://philofaxy.com/inserts/YearPlanner/2013%20merged%20Personal%20annual%20planner.pdf

51. 

http:

//philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_TM_Week_View/2013%20merged%20Pocket%20Enhanced%20TM%20Week%20View.docx

52. 

http:

//philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_TM_Week_View/2013%20merged%20Pocket%20Enhanced%20TM%20Week%20View.pdf

53. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Pocket%202%20days%20per%20page%

20lined.docx

54. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Pocket%202%20days%20per%20page%

20lined.pdf

55. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Pocket%202%20days%20per%20page. 

docx

56. 

http://philofaxy.com/inserts/Personal_2_Days_Per_Page/2013%20merged%20Pocket%202%20days%20per%20page. 
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pdf

57. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

58. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/

59. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Babs (2012-04-25 03:52:25)

Quick question - are the docx files the source files or did you use some kind of database merge to create them (eg excel data merged with word template)? I want to print off the enhanced TM inserts but want to make a small change first. 

Thanks so much Steve and Ray! These are great and very useful! 

Steve Morton (2012-04-25 04:04:54)

The original source files here: http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/free-diary-inserts.html have been updated so you need to download the word and excel file, change the Word file and then do the merge again. 

In this post the Docx files are the merged files and likewise so is the PDF. Ready to print. 

Hope that helps. 

Jotje (2012-04-25 04:05:42)

Thank you Steve and Ray!! 

I actually discovered this morning that Franklin Covey offer a free sample of 31 UNDATED days of 2PPD inserts for the Classic size. You would need to print it out and punch it yourself. 

Here is the link to the PDF:

http://www.franklincovey.co.uk/resources/view/31

Also - no idea if I’m allowed to post this here - I have the Filofax Time Management weekly inserts for 2012 on sale on ebay (search for Filofax Professional). 

I see that Filofax had introduced the 2013 refills on their website, but there’s nothing in the Time Management section ...? 

Babs (2012-04-25 04:38:29)

Fantastic! Thank you Steve. Sounds like the ideal rainy day project. Shall I send you back the amended file in case anyone else wants it too? 

Joey Quinton (2012-04-25 08:54:06)

Love them!!! Thank you guys for all of your hard work...it is MUCH APPRECIATED!!! 

Joey Quinton (2012-04-25 08:56:27)

Judith, I really love your YouTube video on your A5 Adelphi! I have watched them several times and picked up some ideas from you. Thank you very much! 

Steve Morton (2012-04-25 09:40:05)

You can please. I’m always interested in feed back particularly on the design. You might notice I’ve tweaked the design of the Enhanced TM Week Per View insert already compared to the 2012 version, this was based on my

own use of this insert over a period of a couple of months, sometimes you don’t get things 100 % right first time and you need to adjust things a little bit. 

I think the inserts will evolve over time, a tweak here and there. 

Steve Morton (2012-04-25 09:40:36)

Thank you. 

Jotje (2012-04-25 10:04:52)

@Joey: Thank you for your kind comment! 
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Butanben (2012-04-25 11:45:20)

Thank you guys for all your hard work and of course the band of little office helpers. I am using the amended TM

diary for A5 and have made a few adjustments. Took me ages to do, but well worth the effort. I have changed the today to Memo, have bolded the lines in colour, and have added paint and fill in pale blue to the headings and weekends.So it is more of a bold print and light blue version. I can send a copy to anyone who would be interested in my amended version for 2012. Haven’t thought about 2013 yet!! Thanks again to both of you. It is a superb diary format and the proof of the pudding is that I have not changed diary formats once this year!! Brilliant stuff!! 

Sandra (2012-04-25 11:56:33)

I’d love to see your colored version! Skhen at hotmail dot com. Thanks in advance! ;)

Jen M (2012-04-25 12:02:48)

Hi Steve -

I am newly returning to my Filo after years away because I love its flexiblity. I do, however, really like Planner Pads format but they are too big for my A5. Do you have any plans to develop a similar one? 

Thanks - Jen

kari Soursa (2012-04-25 12:16:07)

I bought a pocket filofax to help me structure my days about 6 months ago. It really helped me to reach closer to the goals i set for myself. A really helper on my way trying to change things. 

Then i found this blog, and the people here...... Offcourse i had to have a A5! 

I printed out the DPP , and its just great! 

I am impressed by Ray and Steve, and others who make this effort , and give it away free to use. Thank you ever so much. It is VERY useful, better then the original inserts from my point of view :)

Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-04-25 15:12:17)

I have been struggling with my pocket-size set-up but I think the pocket TM diary may well be the solution! Gone to track down the 2012 version and try a week or so (great bonus to be able to try out and if it doesn’t work, try another without massive expense!). 

Yet another brilliant thing about Philofaxy! Steve, Ray, you are stars! 

HM (2012-04-25 15:21:14)

Thanks so much to the little people! Please tell them we appreciate very much their work and love using their templates :) Thanks again!!! 

doris98 (2012-04-25 20:41:41)

More toys to play with in 2013. (:

Butanben (2012-04-26 00:20:12)

Steve, I love the days of the week on the to do side of the new 2013 Amended TM diary for 2013. Just one

question. Would it be possible to have a version with the 5 lines as they were before in the 2012 diary?? Only this seemed just right for me personally for my number of to dos each day. Afraid I don’t know how to use the 2012

original to create a 2013 version in Excel or Word. 

Steve Morton (2012-04-26 02:44:49)

Yes I will do a ’5 line’ version later today

Steve

Jotje (2012-04-26 05:33:10)

Jen, you could use the A5 column layout that Steve and Ray created. If you use the doc source files you could adapt the layout to mirror the PlannerPad pages. But layout as it is now would also offer the Funnel option! 
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Butanben (2012-04-26 09:08:16)

Thank you ever so much for that Steve. I am just so very grateful for that. I think I have found planner Nirvanah in Ray and your TM A5 diary. The 2012 format was perfect in 5 lines and the addition of days of the week I

think will be so useful.... a great tweak.Touching wood madly here.... it has been working very well for me so far.HUGEST THANK YOUS. XXXX

Steve Morton (2012-04-26 16:32:52)

I’ve now done a ’5 line’ version which is now available. 

Regards

Steve

Jen M (2012-04-26 22:22:53)

Thank you for the suggestion I haven’t seen that file - could you point mien the right direction? 

Many thanks again! 

Steve Morton (2012-04-26 22:27:38)

The Vertical Week View one.... 

We have avoided copying exactly existing inserts so that we don’t come up against copyright issues. 

So in answer to your question I don’t think we would make an exact replica of the Planner Pad, although I’m sure we could do something ’similar’ ! 

Steve

Butanben (2012-04-27 03:41:00)

Steve, you are not just a star, but a SUPERSTAR!! Thank you, thank you, thank you!! 

Jen M (2012-04-27 22:15:24)

I totally understand re the copyright. If there is a possibility though of a similar set up I am certain quite a few Filofaxes would love it too :)

How do you - Freelance? (2012-04-26 00:30) - Laurie

I’m glomming onto Steve’s excellent How do you use? series to ask the freelancers in our Philofaxy

community, how do you use your Filofax to keep track of it all? 

I’m on the verge of having multiple freelance opportunities (hooray for me!) and I want to be organized

about it all right from the beginning. 

I’m thinking of using my A5 Filofax this way: A tabbed section for each client with content ideas, notes

and records of conversations; a month on two pages calendar to track blog posts and other deliverables

(color coded for each client), and maybe a day per page diary to keep a record of what work I do each

day, record billable hours, phone calls and other communications, etc. again color coded for each client. 

But is this the best way to go about it? Do you freelancers out there do things a different way? 

And I still haven’t figured out how best to track billable hours, deliverables and especially invoices and

payments separately for each client, to make sure I’m meeting my quotas and getting paid on time. 

I would love any suggestions! 

Cazzle (2012-04-26 04:54:13)

I’ve been thinking about the same thing; I’m just about to graduate and embark on a career as a freelance

illustrator (hopefully). 

What kind of work do you do? 

I’m considering a spread sheet for tracking payments, which I will print off for my filofax. You may need to track different things from me, but my columns will be:

Date, invoice number, client ref. number (if they supplied one) client name, gross fee, sales tax/VAT, net, date 127



paid. 

Don’t know if this helps, I’m really interested to see how other people manage this stuff too! 

Clamball (2012-04-26 05:14:02)

I think a section for each client is a good idea, plus a calendar to track deliverables. 

To record each clients work I would prefer to do that in the tabbed section for each client, perhaps undated day per page dairies so that you can record date and other items per client. All data for each client would then be in one section. If you record all data in one day per page for all clients then at some stage you will have to collate all that info per client. 

Jotje (2012-04-26 05:28:21)

First of all: congrats Laurie on this opportunity! That’s great! 

Then: For tracking billable hours you absolutely need Rays new tracking sheets. They are extremely easy to use and you can track several clients/activities etc. on the same sheet. I love this! 

As for tracking payments: I mark in my calendar when a payment is due. If it hasn’t been paid, I mark that I mailed or sent a reminder and when the new due date is. 

The pay date itself is recorded on my pc (in excel). 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-26 06:20:07)

OK - I have a different take on this. I’ve been freelancing for around 17 years now, although I will admit I am not the worlds most organised person. Some of the ideas here are good and I might adopt some - but I’ll list my preferences. 

First off, I don’t have a section for each client or anything like that - I keep all my client files in a seperate folder -

these are filed in a filing cabinet and are all A4/foolscape size. I just lift the folder out when I want to work on it or when I have a meeting with that client. The reason for this is that clients come and go - I never need all my info on the go and you will end up archiving some of the clients or their info anyway. The other thing is that I often end up with things my clients have sent to me, or sample of brochures I have designed and created for them and these are usually A4. All these are kept in the main client folder. 

I invoice using an excel template and mark on my calendar when each payment is due and I can check if it has been paid. I use my accounting system (such as it is) to keep all the info - with sections for bank account, business card, VAT, invoices, receipts. I record all the receipts and my payments onto an excel spreadsheet in a format agreed with my accountant. 

I’m a bit hit and miss with recording my timekeeping which is why I designed the tracking sheets (I found I was undercharging as I started estimating and erring on the side of safety) that Ray kindly took and made look very pretty, and converted into different size formats. You can use one side a day and record several customers (or if required a different task for a customer) and mark off the time in 15 minute segments. 

I use the Filofax Time Management weekly and daily sheets for more detailed planning. Odd things that crop up that have to be done that day can be recorded on these as well. 

I use Filofax month to view for overall planning (I also conduct training courses for direct clients and agencies) so I can see the pattern over the month and if someone asks for a date I can try and spread my days out a bit. Also depending on venues some fit together better than others. 

I plan to get more organised with my blogging on what will be my two websites (when they are completed) so I will use a month to view to plan this out - I will most probably print out one from Philofaxy for this. (The new diary’s only came to Philofaxy after I had bought my current set, so I’ll have to decide which to use next year). 

The one area where I struggle is todo lists and project lists. The reason is that I want to see my todos/projects together and by customer (or business area for my own projects) which is a challenge and I haven’t quite got around that yet. If anyone can come up with a good way to do this please post! 

Sorry this is so long and I have probably forgotten some stuff I do - will post again if something springs to mind. 

I’m hoping that I’ll learn some neater ways to handle all this - just because I’ve been doing it for so long - it doesn’t mean I have got it right - it’s so easy to fall into doing things one way and not looking up to see better ways of doing it. Also when you work on your own you don’t always get chance to share ideas with others - which is why Philofaxy is so brilliant! 
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Scoot (2012-04-26 08:14:32)

I’d keep the notes of conversations in the client file, since you’ll no doubt have a professional/legal duty of care such will likely have to be done anyway, but that doesn’t stop you initially recording notes of A5 paper and afterwards putting them into an A4 client file. 

What I believe is essential to resolve from the start, is to set a clear diving line between the purpose of the fax and the record being the client file. 

For each client, in the fax I’d certainly be happy to keep a copy of the principal details/parameters specific to each client (inc contact details); a simple journal/timesheet of events for each client; a planning/to do sheet for each client. I’d certainly want to be able to generally advise a client by a quick check of the contents of the fax alone, preferably by just looking at a few key facts, and certainly have avoided wasting time through just duplicating the contents of the actual A4 client file. 

Colour coding is great, but can sometimes be a pain when under artificial light, or if a particular shade of colour runs out and you’re not near a stockist that is open. If you have a lot of clients and a unique colour for each client then you’re likely to end up making compromises that undermine any colour coded system. 

Neil (2012-04-26 15:52:42)

If I’m going to a meeting, I take my A4 zipped Lyndhurst. I’m probably going to be given some stuff in A4 size, and the Lyndhurst keeps everything safe. But if I’m travelling light it’s easy to fold A4 paper in half and slip it into the full width pocket of my pocket sized Kensington (it just sticks out an inch or so). 

se (2012-06-01 01:00:13)

Hi, this blog is really instructive. I would like to know more about this. 

[1]A4 Zipped Binders & Folders

1. 

file://localhost/mnt/ext/blogbooker/tmp/zg8xs5tq/www.sevenk.co.uk/index.php/products/

leather-folders-binders-a4.html

Free For All Friday No. 180 (2012-04-27 00:05) - Laurie

For folks in the northern hemisphere, summer is just around the corner! 

Those of us who are parents with kids in school are starting to realize how busy the next month or two

will be. The end of the school year is always a flurry of performances, class parties and assessments, and

fitting it all into our already-busy schedules can be a challenge. 

These next couple of months will be very busy for me in another way too: in June we are moving back

to Scotland, so my Filofax is working overtime with preparing for the move, sorting out logistics, and

planning lots of fun things to do when we get there! 

Are you using your Filofax to schedule your very busy May? Are you starting to make plans for this

summer? Will you [1]travel, head to the beach, [2]work in your garden or just generally enjoy the long

warm days? 

And for the folks in the southern hemisphere, are you making your winter plans? 

As always on Fridays, feel free to contribute any Filofax-related questions or comments. 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/03/how-do-you-use-travel.html

2. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/03/how-do-you-use-gardening.html

Lily (2012-04-27 02:17:06)

I thought you might like to read my blog post abut mt new Filo :)

http://theprettychallenge.blogspot.co.uk/

queendelesa (2012-04-27 02:31:08)

Hi Laurie, yes you’ re right. My personal Classic pink one is stuffed with all deadlines concerning my french lessons, the deadlines of my sons school business, business appointments etc. Holiday planning is in there, too, but 129



to be honest I’ve bought the personal Mode in Aqua for our holidays this summer in South France - blue ==> Côte d’Azur! And I have to say, I love the Norwegian inserts! (will post on flickr a.s.ap.) Wish everybody out there a happy and sunny weekend, as we might have here in Berlin..... 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-04-27 03:54:55)

Placed my first order on City Organizer for my first ever Filofax. So excited! I asked for opinions on getting an A5 on Tuesday but in the end I couldn’t justify the cost and I can’t wait around for one to pop up on eBay, it’s rather urgent. I’ll soon be the owner of a Personal Metropol in Kingfisher Blue. I hope, though part of me doubts, that it’ll be enough to cover all of my needs (job, teacher certification exam, lots of journaling and personal goals/reflections, social life and daily todos). 

I think I’ll get an A5 Cuban Zip off somewhere at some point anyway, if only for the sole reason that I’ve been dreaming of it at night! For now, my Personal Metropol will have to do. 

industrious housewife (2012-04-27 04:27:20)

I love the Kingfisher Blue colour. Congratulations! 

David Popely (2012-04-27 04:28:14)

Hi Ruby, congratulations on your purchase! you’ve done a Good Thing. 

Do you use the GTD (Getting Things Done) system for keeping track of tasks and projects? If not, you might

like to take a look at it. There’ a post in late December 2011 from me on my GTD setup (which I run from a

personal-sized Malden FF) - run a business, a busy personal life and several non-work involvements using it, and I’m very happy with it. If you want to email me at any time, feel free to do so! Always happy to talk task management :) The Perpetual Student TPS (2012-04-27 04:54:47)

This next month is going to be extremely busy for me too. I have my last 3 essays due in in less than 4 weeks, and then I will be moving into my new uni house for the summer. As soon as that finishes I have to make some serious progress on my dissertation, which is due in mid-September at the latest, but I also want to apply for my PhD in late June, for which I need to do tonnes of research, a brilliant research proposal, a really good draft chapter of my MA dissertation and a clear and concise overview of the content and structure of my MA diss too. I have to impress an extremely hard-to-impress Professor!! So yes, my Filofaxes will be working over-time!! 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-04-27 05:01:00)

Hi David! 

Yes I’ve read your posts about the system and watched the vids. I might take some elements from it (if it takes less than two minutes, do it now and write things down so you can focus on the doing and not the remembering most specifically) :)

Industrious Housewife, I went for one of the cheapest to be honest as I’m a red/bordeaux girl myself but that meant full price. The cheapest was actually in Lavender but somehow the blue seemed more attractive, and I like the name :)

Don’t know why Metropols don’t seem to get much love, it seems to be all about the Malden! 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-04-27 05:05:06)

Sounds like you have a lot on your plate indeed! I did a Master’s some time ago, somehow with no organizer

whatsoever besides the occasional piece of paper. I got a 2:1 so I must have done something right! 

Good luck with your studies :)

David Popely (2012-04-27 05:05:32)

The Malden certainly seems to be a cult all of it’s own - I’m a member, and I wouldn’t swap it for any other model. But there are a lot of factors - price, colour, capacity (ring size), and no one binder is going to serve all. 

Good luck with your various enterprises! 
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Scoot (2012-04-27 05:28:08)

Such expectations! I hope you will be very happy together. 

doris98 (2012-04-27 05:29:05)

Hi, I’ve been on the prowl for pink personal Classic myself and have had no luck. Don’t want to pay full price for it. 

Does it lay flat? How does it hold up? I’d love to see pictures if you have any. 

Steve Morton (2012-04-27 05:47:09)

There’s a Pink Personal Classic in Ad Spot (Readers Ads) for ¬80 I think:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/readers-ads.html

May be make an offer if that price is too high... 

Steve

doris98 (2012-04-27 07:37:52)

Oooh, I forgot about that. I’ll think about it, thanks for the tip. 

Missus Aka (Christa) (2012-04-27 08:13:52)

@DORIS98 i have a personal classic available for £45 brand new in the box with 2012 diary as well, contact me @

delectabledesigns@hotmail.co.uk

Sarah (2012-04-27 08:58:25)

Does anyone have any tips for finding Filofaxes that aren’t available on the US website, but are available

in other countries? 

I was thinking about getting the new Finsbury in yellow, but after looking at photos

on the web I don’t think its the color I was hoping for (I wanted something closer to the Metropol - Amber

color...and the Finsbury looks more like a true yellow). After looking at the Japan and Korea sites I really like the Finsbury (personal) in Teal and Tangerine, but I haven’t been able to locate either color online. Any suggestions? 

Romina (2012-04-27 10:35:35)

Ruby could you please share pictures of your blue Metropol when you get it? I am eyeing it but really want to know how nice it is in person. Thanks :)

Gemma Seymour-Amper (2012-04-27 10:48:23)

I’ve no been round in some time, and it looks as if a few changes have been made around here! Well, I saw Steve’s link to the free organiser pages this morning, and it got me thinking. Since it’s Free-For-All Friday, why don’t I just drop this idea here? 

I’ve been thinking this morning that perhaps it might be nice if Filofax were to offer interactive software, now that tablet computers and smartphones are becoming ubiquitous. While calendaring and scheduling is fairly well handled in the system software of iOS and Android, the two systems are incompatible with each other, with Google and Apple both using non-standard protocols that are not easily accessible by the other system or other platforms. 

However, I’m not really talking about Calendaring & Scheduling, which you might think odd for a proposal for Filofax to get into, or really, get back into, the interactive software market. What I envision is a recreation of the other functions for which we have all used our Filofax organizers over the years. Right now, I am typing up this idea in the well-known note management application, Evernote, on my Mac OS X laptop, but I also have the

application installed on my iPhone and on the Amazon Kindle Fire I bought this Christmas and on which I have installed a more-fully featured version of the Android operating system called CyanogenMod. 

For many years, I have generally used a programmer’s text editor, such as Bare Bones Software’s BBEdit or its freeware version, TextWrangler (formerly BBEdit Lite) to spawn notes the way I was accustomed to keeping my Filofax close at hand as a notebook in the days before portable computing became truly useful. As a technology consultant, however, I move through different systems so quickly that maintaining my archives can be something of a challenge, and synchronization between devices can be another challenge. Some time ago, I discovered the Dropbox application for this purpose, and then recently, after having downloaded and not deployed it at multiple points in the past, I finally gave Evernote a shot. Dropbox has changed their application several times, and it 131



doesn’t work for me as well as it once did for the purposes of notebooking. I find that Evernote does well enough, though I have yet to explore the program fully. 

(to be continued)

Gemma Seymour-Amper (2012-04-27 10:49:26)

Some of you may be aware of the Paige Paigen product line which I designed about two years ago and sadly, 

have let languish since, while I attempt to put my life back into some semblance of order. I have been inspired by many different ideas from every organizer company I have investigated, creating designs for many different types of organizer pages, but there are many types of pages which I have yet to explore, types which have been formerly available as products from Filofax and other companies. Perusing the free organizer pages here that Steve linked on Facebook gave me a little burst of energy this morning, and I found myself imagining a software application that would encapsulate far more than the typical calendaring, scheduling, and contact management software packages that seemed to nearly do in the very idea of a paper organizer during the 1990’s, an application that would capture the sorts of task for which paper organizer pages were commonly employed in the past. 

I also found myself thinking of the joint initiative from Apple and IBM in the 1990’s working toward a new

modular standard for software development called OpenDoc, that was briefly available on MacOS and quite useful. 

I thought of this, because from my initial impression of Evernote, I had thought it actually did a lot more than it does. For example, ledger pages, or checkbook register pages have always been a popular item in organizers. What if we had, as did OpenDoc, a Filofax application that incorporated a lightweight, limited spreadsheet application? 

For the sort of uses that we would employ a portable device or paper organizer, we don’t need Microsoft Excel, we need something far more simple. 

There are many, many more uses I can envision, from diary layouts to menstrual calendars to travel records

to tasting notes, and many, many more. There are applications to cover all of these areas and more available nowadays on both iOS and Android, as well as other, less prominent platforms, but although I have just woken and not really investigated, I am not aware of any integrated packages which offer all of these features at once, nor do the modern smartphone operating systems offer the advantages of the much-maligned Apple Newton OS, which stored data in ”soups” that were available to the whole system for ease of integration. As much as people joke about the Newton, it was far ahead of its time in ways that have yet to be duplicated today, and still has a small, but dedicated following. If I am not much mistaken, there is a lot of functionality that can be easily grafted in via third-party interfaces, such as having access to Google Maps and similar sites. I also cannot help but think of the conceptual videos leaked concerning the Microsoft Courier project some time ago. 

I am not a programmer, myself. If I were, I might have just gone ahead and built this beast myself. This would be a substantial project, and would require an organization which has the resources to commit to long-term

development. While the current owners of Filofax might not be willing to make such an investment, wouldn’t it be great if they did? 

Sincerely, 

Gemma Seymour-Amper

Designer, Paige Paigen

http://www.paigepaigen.com/

(Currently having a DNS thing because I haven’t logged in to my website in so long I didn’t realise that between Yahoo! Domains and Posterous, something isn’t working right. Hope to have it fixed shortly.)

Gemma Seymour-Amper (2012-04-27 10:50:08)

So, when exactly did the site get passed off to Steve? 

Sandra (2012-04-27 11:22:12)

I don’t believe it has. The Philofaxy Triumverate seems to be in place. Laurie posted today’s FFAF... 

Nan (2012-04-27 11:58:07)

It is indeed, Sandra! I just haven’t posted for a while. 

Hi Gemma! 

132



Nan (2012-04-27 12:07:39)

I’m looking forward to hearing more, Gemma. The reason I returned to Filo after about 6 years with Palm devices was that I couldn’t find a way to sync notes among my computers and Palm T3. The last things I remember

trying were StickyBrain and CircusPonies Notebook. 

I also remember using something called Missing Sync from Mark/Space, which filled in the gaps in iCal and Palm Desktop. iCal was so buggy back in the mid-00s that it lost most of my years of information. I never use iCal for anything anymore. I finally went back to Palm Desktop for everything, even though Palm had stopped supporting it. I was spending one 8-hour day a week just trying to sync and troubleshoot. Then when the Notes application on the Palm started crashing every time I tried to sort the notes, I gave up on electronic organizing completely. 

Once bitten, a million times shy, I guess. Just typing the word iCal gives me the chills. I’ve never bought an iPhone because I’m afraid I’d start to use it for calendaring. 

Steve Morton (2012-04-27 12:11:11)

No definitely not... I’ve just got more time on my hands these days. But Nan and Laurie are there behind the scenes, helping and supporting, putting forward suggestions and helping out when they can. For which I’m very grateful for. 

Steve

Filofreak (2012-04-27 12:12:48)

Hi Steve/Laurie

The email to philofaxy keeps bouncing, so I’m posting this here:

I have a proposition for you. I am looking to simplify my life (as well as save for a trip to Ireland next year for my 20th wedding anniversary ) and would like to sell 70 of my Filofaxes. I am selling them at just about half cost and many below that as a lot of them don’t have the guts inside, although they’ve never been used. I know this is a lot of work/time for you to list all of them. However, if you’re willing to work with me on this, I will donate 10 % of my proceeds towards Chimwemwe. Let me know what you think and I can send you a list with the prices. I would like the buyers to pay shipping as many are oversees. Happy Friday! 

Erin

LucyLastic (2012-04-27 12:30:50)

Are you serious??? You have 70 Filofaxes?! HOLY COW!!! 

doris98 (2012-04-27 12:59:17)

I, for one, would LOVE to see what you’re selling. I’m looking for a personal Amazona and a pink personal Baroque. 

gdigesu (2012-04-27 13:05:24)

Filofreak, hi. I am interested in an Osterley with 15mm rings, if you have one. I am also interested in Winchesters with 30mm rings and Cavendishes with 30mm rings. Let me know. 

Alison Reeves (2012-04-27 13:24:51)

And I’m interested in any A5 ones - especially if they have larger ring sizes! Wow this is a big decision and I’m sure you will feel like a new person once you have simplified (I’m guessing that the filofaxes are not the only thing you are simplifying!) I’d just like to wish you luck and I hope you will raise plenty of money for your trip. 

LucyLastic (2012-04-27 13:31:20)

Do you have any slimlines??? If so, which ones? 

Steve Morton (2012-04-27 13:43:14)

I have the list from Erin, it will be on the page tonight please be patient. 

Steve
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Filofreak (2012-04-27 13:47:34)

@gdigesu

Are you looking for A5 or personal Osterley? I don’t have on my list I gave to Steve, but I’d be willing to sell the one I have. It’s an A5 size in plum. I’m not sure of ring size, will check if you’re interested. 

Erin

Romina (2012-04-27 13:56:07)

How about international sales? *wink wink*

kari Soursa (2012-04-27 13:59:00)

I saw a pocket baroque here some time ago. If i ever find a black one i have to have it. So if you sell one , i would be very happy to buy it :)

Steve Morton (2012-04-27 14:02:35)

List is now on line here:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/readers-ads.html

Happy hunting... buying... etc

Steve

Amanda (from Paper, Pens and Ink) (2012-04-27 14:35:48)

Thank you so much for donating 10 % to Chimwemwe. We are in the process of building a centre that can act as an emergency hostel to get the kids off the streets (while we find a proper home and community for them) and the funds will help enormously! 

Thank you!! 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-04-27 16:56:54)

Romina I don’t have a camera but I’ll figure something out and report back! 

Sarah (2012-04-27 18:25:35)

Erin - you are my new favorite person. You should send us photos from Ireland. We will send you photos of your Filofaxes in their new and loving homes. 

Rabbit (2012-04-27 18:38:27)

Warning: Enabling :)

FYI Denmark’s online FF store has extended its 50 % off sale to personal and pocket Kendals. 

Trivia: if you live outside of Denmark the cost of the actual FF is even a little lower as you don’t need to pay the local tax on the item (so this means the international postage doesn’t hurt so much). 

I also have a question about a personal Filofax Buckingham? I know nothing about this model (release date etc) but it was for local sale on ebay for a total of $12AUD in excellent condition, so I couldn’t resist despite there being limited photos. Anyone know anything about what I can expect? 

Filofreak (2012-04-27 19:21:47)

@Sarah Ahhh ,you are so sweet! Yes, I’ll send pictures of me with my hubby with one or 2 of my remaining Filos

” 

in Ireland. Also, I’d LOVE to see where all of the Filos I’m selling wind up. I don’t worry with the bunch on this group as we’re all Filo lovers! 

LJ (2012-04-28 01:27:45)

Congratulations on your first filo!!! You will never look back :o)

Filofreak (2012-04-28 01:58:59)

@Amanda: I’m very happy to be donating to Chimwemwe as i’ve been very fortunate in my life and it’s very little to be giving back. Plus, I’ve had a wonderful reply so far from the Philofaxers and the planners are selling like 134



hotcakes. Don’t worry, there are enough for everyone”””” 

@Alison: Yes, it’s a wonderful feeling to be clearing things out and making people SO very happy with their new Filos. Next are purses””” 

Louise Oakden (2012-04-28 04:33:36)

Are they Filofax purses??? Now theres one of them I’m looking for!!! 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-05-04 07:47:23)

Romina, 

I

hope

you’ll

read

this. 

Here’s

a

pic

of

my

Personal

Metropol

in

Kingfisher

Blue:

http://i264.photobucket.com/albums/ii197/OyPoodles/Photo4.jpg . 

Now I took this with my webcam -

I took about 7 different photos in different lighting and this is the one that showed the colour best. Sadly, it’s still not true to colour! I would describe it as a green blue, more so than a straight blue, if that makes any sense. It’s not super bright, it’s an elegant yet cheerful colour that reminds me of a swimming pool for some reason :p I can take pics of the inside if you want me to, of course (though I haven’t even started writing in it yet)! 

Out of all the pics I can find online, this one shows its true colour the best : http://tinyurl.com/cdyb7vr It looks like leather and is very smooth and round. I think the Personal is too small for me though but I’m keeping it, it’s very pretty. 

If you have any questions at all, please do let me know and I’ll do my best to help :)

Web Finds - 28 April 2012 (2012-04-28 00:01) - Steve Morton

So another busy week for me and in the world of the Filofax blogs, and some new blogs we haven’t

featured before, so we can sneak up on those and say hello/bonjour... and boost their stats just a little! 

• [1]My A5 Finsbury set up / GTD - Serendipity

• [2]Filofax Family Photo - The Life of The Perpetual Student

• [3]It’s baaaack & Filo-no-Fax - Filofax Fixation

• [4]new feature: my filofax this week {16/04/12 } - Paper Lovestory

• [5]Another option for your Filofax Post-It index tabs - My Life All in One Place

• [6]At Work - Filo-Manie

• [7]New Messenger Bag - Bags - Can you ever have enough? 

It can take 2 A5’s.... 

• [8]My Enigma Love - Rapunzel’s World

• [9]Home again, Filofaxilly - The Crazy Suburban Mom

• [10]Colour Co-ordination for Filofax - Imysworld

• [11]Why I changed from Personal to Pocket Filofax - Rapunzel’s World

• [12]Organised and ready to go! - Just an Essex girl

• [13]Filofax Update: Back in the Slimline Finsbury - Cat’s Corner

• [14]Victoria Plum - Decision Inspired

• [15]Nachtrag: At Work - Filo-Manie

• [16]Is it Planner Fail - Paper Pens Ink

• [17]A Perfect Marriage of Two Stationery Brands - Filofancy
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• [18]Live’s a Filofax! - Filofancy

• [19]My new Songbird Personal Filofax! - The Pretty Challenge

• [20]Spotted: Malden Zip! - Princess Tyger

• [21]Penloop hack for my A5 Finchley - We really didn’t need another Filofax blog

• [22]Revisiting my Filofax Flex - Planet Millie

• [23]Mind Tools helps you use your Oxford Notebook - Mind Tools

• [24]New Arrival - A5 Chameleon Filofax - Lady Tamlynn

• [25]My Filofax as a travel companion - MacPsych

• [26]An Altered Filofax Art Journal - Creative Flourishes

• [27]Miss Aston gets even prettier - Paper Pens Ink

• [28]My Filofax A5 Cuban - Joseph Quinton

• Your blog post could appear here next week... Please email us if we missed you this week. 

The grand Filofax sale is still going on over here at [29]Philofaxy, don’t miss out on some great organisers. 

Please also scroll to the bottom of the page and look at the Wanted Ads too. Enjoy

1. http://serendipity-art-journaling.blogspot.fr/2012/04/my-a5-finsbury-setup-gtd.html

2. http://thelifeoftheperpetualstudent.blogspot.fr/2012/04/filofax-family-photo.html

3. http://filofaxfixation.wordpress.com/2012/04/21/its-baaaack-filo-no-fax/

4. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/04/new-feature-my-filofax-this-week-160412.html

5. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/04/another-option-for-your-filofax-post-it.html

6. http://filo-manie.blogspot.fr/2012/04/at-work.html

7. http://bagsey.blogspot.fr/2012/04/new-messenger-bag.html

8. http://icclewu.blogspot.fr/2012/04/my-enigma-love.html

9. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/04/home-again-filofaxilly.html

10. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/04/colour-co-ordination-for-filofax.html

11. http://icclewu.blogspot.fr/2012/04/why-i-changed-from-personal-to-pocket.html

12. http://justanessexgirl.blogspot.fr/2012/04/organised-and-ready-to-go.html

13. http://www.cathryncook.co.uk/blog/2012/04/filofax-update-back-in-the-slimline-finsbury/

14. http://decisioninspired.com/?p=130

15. http://filo-manie.blogspot.fr/2012/04/nachtrag-at-work.html

16. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/04/is-it-planner-fail.html

17. http://filofancy.blogspot.fr/2012/04/perfect-marriage-of-two-stationery.html

18. http://filofancy.blogspot.fr/2012/04/lifes-filofax.html

19. http://theprettychallenge.blogspot.co.uk/2012/04/my-new-songbird-personal-filofax.html

20. http://princesstygerouttatheblue.blogspot.fr/2012/04/spotted-malden-zip.html

21. http://notanotherfilofaxblog.blogspot.fr/2012/04/penloop-hack-for-my-a5-finchley.html

22. http://mslogica.com/2012/04/revisiting-my-filofax-flex/

23. http://www.mindtools.com/oxford/

24. http://ladytamlynn.blogspot.fr/2012/04/new-arrival-a5-chameleon-filofax.html

25. http://macpsych.me/2012/04/22/my-filofax-as-a-travel-companion/

26. http://creativeflourishes.blogspot.fr/2012/04/altered-filofax-art-journal.html

27. http://paperpensink.blogspot.fr/2012/04/miss-aston-gets-even-prettier.html

28. http://josephdavidquinton.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/04/my-filofax-a5-cuban.html

29. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/readers-ads.html
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Millie (2012-04-28 05:18:45)

Thank you for including me, Steve! 

JohnofJenkins (2012-04-28 23:26:40)

I tried the ”erincdale” site several times but my server would not let me go there - maintained it was a phishing site. Pity, I wanted to buy an A5 I liked. 

Steve Morton (2012-04-29 01:38:50)

It’s only another page of this site John, click on Ad-Spot at the top of the page. 

What was claiming that the page was a phishing site? Your browser or security software? 

Steve

JohnofJenkins (2012-04-29 06:10:37)

We believe it was from my browser that didn’t like the site and it’s not the ad-spot site it’s the contact site or the link that seems to be the problem for me

Steve Morton (2012-04-29 08:59:43)

That’s odd because it’s only a page on the blog. . 

The

blog

address

being

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/

and

the

adspot

page

is:

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/readers-ads.html

What browser and operating system are you using, I might see if I can replicate the problem here. 

Is there a link to override the warning? 

Thanks

Steve

JohnofJenkins (2012-04-29 21:04:44)

No it’s nothing to do with your page but at the end of the list of items for sale it reads ”contact erincdale@yahoo.com” 

and that’s where I have the problem

Steve Morton (2012-04-30 01:39:28)

But it’s written as text John like this: erincdale[at]yahoo[dot]com so I can’t see how that could be making your browser think that our page is a phising site? It’s an email address, not a web address, but not displayed as an email address to reduce the chances of the address being harvested by the Spam bots. . 

JohnofJenkins (2012-04-30 03:26:28)

I don’t know but this is an Apple not a PC so perhaps that might have something to do with it. Anyway, we

disabled the system for a little while and tried again. My son is a Systems Engineer and he has this habit of playing around with my computer trying to make it like his and this can be frustrating at times. Sorry for all the confusion and thank you for your patience. 

JohnofJenkins (2012-04-30 18:19:29)

I have been in contact with Erin and purchased the Cuban A5 - again, thank you. 

Date For Your Filofax 6th May 2012 (2012-04-29 00:00) - Steve Morton

New York

London
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Paris

Jakarta

We are going to run another conference round-table voice chat using Skype. 

I’m sure we are gradually getting to know each other’s voices, but I will make a point of going ’around

the table’ to get everyone to introduce themselves this time. 

So...When, Where, What, Who and How? 

When? - Sunday 6th May from 10am (US East Coast time), 3pm London time, 4 pm Paris time etc. 

See the clocks at the top of this post to see roughly what time you should be on line. 

Where? - an on-line chat using [1]Skype. 

What do I need? - just a micro-phone and some head phones(in ear phones work fine) and a free Skype

account. Using headphones reduces ’echo’ on the call. 

Who - All of you... connect up with Philofaxy and we will attempt to get as many of us linked in to

the audio conference as possible. 

How -

1. Connect to Philofaxy by firstly searching for Philofaxy inSkype, I will then add you as a contact. 

2. Then ’Start Chat’, I will then add you in to the chat room. 

3. Then if you request it, I can add you to the audio conference as well. But if you just want to chat

via keyboard that’s fine. That way it’s slightly less hectic for me! 

Come and join in the fun, even if you only pop in to say hello... 

As with previous round-tables there will also be a parallel text chat room going at the same time as the

voice conference. 

If you need any assistance setting up Skype, please pop a comment in this post and I will try and help

you get one line. Skype is free for computer to computer calls.... 

Here is my post on how to [2]improve your Skype audio with headphones or a headset. 

Hope to be chatting with you on Sunday 6th May 2012. 

1. http://www.skype.com/

2. http://steve-morton.com/2011/07/30/improving-your-skype-audio/

Filofax Address Book Software - New Version... (2012-04-29 01:00) - Steve Morton

As you might recall I’ve been using [1]this software for a little while now. I finally got to grips with it last year to keep my contacts pages up to date in my A5 Filofax. 

At that point I didn’t alter too many settings. However a few people have commented about how small

the writing is on my contact pages and I have to admit it’s not easy to read some days. So I thought I

would look in to the settings. 

One thing I noticed straight away was my pages were set to 9 contacts per page, this would be ok on

an A4 page, but on A5 I think 7 or even 6 per page would be better. So the software has the option of

changing the number of contacts per page, but if I changed it from the default value, whilst it made the

text bigger and the number of contacts ’on’ the page changed, the excess sort of over flowed beyond the

page, which was a bit odd. 

I checked what version of the software I was using and it was version 4.762, I then emailed Filofax UK

to see if there was an update or if they knew what the fix was for this problem. 

I was pleasantly surprised to get a reply within a couple of days thanking me for reporting this issue. A

new version is out which cures this problem and a few others. 

To get the updated version of the software you just log in to your account on Filofax UK and click on the

link to download the software again. Make sure the software isn’t running, then reinstall it. It will install 138



the new version over the top of the old version. But it preserves your data files, I store these in Dropbox anyway now to make sure I have a back up. 

Starting the new version and checking what version it was (Help, About) it is now up to version 4.802

and then checking to see what happened when I changed the number of contacts on the page. Bingo the

issue has gone and I’m now able to reprint my contact pages a bit bigger! 

Before I do though I want to run through them and make sure I have added in all the hand written ones

out of my organisers. 

1. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2011/03/filofax-address-book-software.html

Video Web Finds for April 2012 (2012-04-30 00:30) - Steve Morton

Some Filofax videos from April. 

IFRAME: [1]http://www.youtube.com/embed/PVMhR7lj WM

IFRAME: [2]http://www.youtube.com/embed/hIxdfU-rslQ

IFRAME: [3]http://www.youtube.com/embed/H5 8HfFgCa0

IFRAME: [4]http://www.youtube.com/embed/7AffZXNNUk0

IFRAME: [5]http://www.youtube.com/embed/5wEdCvigkbg?rel=0

IFRAME: [6]http://www.youtube.com/embed/0LoyQpDQKuk

IFRAME: [7]http://www.youtube.com/embed/Tv2GbjqLtEc?rel=0

IFRAME: [8]http://www.youtube.com/embed/aq1mgpvJL9Q?rel=0

IFRAME: [9]http://www.youtube.com/embed/BVH3ONCddzU?rel=0

IFRAME: [10]http://www.youtube.com/embed/qedfmk0d4xw?rel=0

IFRAME: [11]http://www.youtube.com/embed/4SixMTE-gn0?rel=0

IFRAME: [12]http://www.youtube.com/embed/-H2kVn94dKM?rel=0

Enjoy

1. http://www.youtube.com/embed/PVMhR7lj_WM

2. http://www.youtube.com/embed/hIxdfU-rslQ

3. http://www.youtube.com/embed/H5_8HfFgCa0

4. http://www.youtube.com/embed/7AffZXNNUk0

5. http://www.youtube.com/embed/5wEdCvigkbg?rel=0

6. http://www.youtube.com/embed/0LoyQpDQKuk

7. http://www.youtube.com/embed/Tv2GbjqLtEc?rel=0

8. http://www.youtube.com/embed/aq1mgpvJL9Q?rel=0

9. http://www.youtube.com/embed/BVH3ONCddzU?rel=0

10. http://www.youtube.com/embed/qedfmk0d4xw?rel=0

11. http://www.youtube.com/embed/4SixMTE-gn0?rel=0

12. http://www.youtube.com/embed/-H2kVn94dKM?rel=0

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-04-30 06:55:07)

I saw that penloop hack the other day, it’s fabulous! 

mppaul2 (2012-04-30 09:43:19)

i agres :-)
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gdigesu (2012-04-30 11:46:07)

The paperback and pen loop hacks are very good! 

Louise Oakden (2012-05-02 13:58:52)

I just love the sleeping dog in the penultimate video!!! 

1.2

May

Free For All Tuesday No. 65 (2012-05-01 00:00) - Steve Morton

A misty Tuesday morning here in France, which makes a change from rain! 

But I’m sure we will cut through the mist and be able to shine some light on your questions.... yes it’s

Free For All Tuesday so let’s here all those Filofax related questions and answers. 

JasJan (2012-05-01 02:22:46)

Just wanted to share my excitement. I have ordered an organiser from Glenroyal after reading Gerard’s review back in December. Can’t wait ! 

Steve Morton (2012-05-01 02:40:25)

Look forward to hearing how you like it and how you set it up. 

Steve Morton (2012-05-01 02:44:39)

You might have noticed that the last couple of weeks or so, posts aren’t always appearing on the blog when you might expect them to appear, yet they are still showing the time of 00:00 or similar..... 

This is due to an ’issue’ with Blogger that it is not publishing scheduled posts at all. The issue is fairly wide spread across blogspot.com and it has been raised with Google, but so far no response from them or a fix for this issue. 

So although we still keep scheduling posts up to a week or two weeks in advance, it has to wait until one of us realises that the post for today hasn’t been published and we go in and do it manually. 

Sorry for any disappointment that this causes. 

queendelesa (2012-05-01 05:16:48)

sorry for the weather in France; send you some sunshine from Berlin/Potsdam as well as my appreciation about your work on adspots actuality! (lots of work, isn’ it?)

Alison Reeves (2012-05-01 07:07:18)

Pouring with rain here again in the West Midlands of the UK. Bit fed up with it now! Soggy dogs as well! Even they are objecting to going out in it!! 

Don’t worry about the late posts Steve - we all appreciate your collective efforts to keep us all entertained with everything Philofaxy! 

Did anyone hear of the outcome of City Organisers meeting with filofax? They said they were planning to post an update but nothing has been forthcoming. Just interested on how the ideas went down! 

Laurie (2012-05-01 07:16:28)

Good question Alison! I’d like to know too if you have any info Steve. 

I was just flipping through my old Filofax pages from awhile back and noticed the deadline for submitting designs for the Filofax design contest (which I never did enter). Has anyone heard anything about whether they did or will ever do anything with the winning designs? That contest had a lot of hype and then I never heard anything about it again. 

Steve Morton (2012-05-01 07:27:20)

A bit brighter here now... even a chance of cutting the lawn or should that me meadow by the end of today! 
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Steve Morton (2012-05-01 07:28:45)

I have a copy of the CO meeting notes, I will ask to see how much of it can be published. 

The US design contest, not heard a thing and I’ve asked a couple of times. I wonder it it got quashed by FF UK, not wanting to dilute the range even further? 

Romina (2012-05-01 10:02:54)

Hello! I was wondering if anyone has used Uni-ball Jetstream ballpoint pens on Filofax paper and how that has held up? Thanks :)

Sirpa-Kaarina (2012-05-01 10:10:03)

I’m a one planner / one notebook person. If the planner doesn’t work the way I want, I try to find a better planner next year. 

I would very much like to know what do you do with those refills and notebooks that are not quite right. 

ONutter (2012-05-01 10:21:22)

I keep them as ”clutter” paper. I go through an amazing amount of clutter paper each month. Paper that generally is thrown in the trash, once I’m finished. It can be reminders like ”call x” or quick little calculations. Things, simply, that I don’t want to keep in a notebook/planner. 

mstraat (2012-05-01 10:42:12)

You’ll find lots of ideas on this in a recent post at Plannerisms

http://www.plannerisms.com/2012/04/what-do-you-do-with-half-empty.ht ml

Nicole (2012-05-01 10:55:25)

After a few months, the Jetstream ballpoint show-through on the back side of the page has a slight greenish tint to it. 

The ink isn’t waterproof either. My water bottle leaked on my bag and the ink (on foolscap paper, thankfully water didn’t get into my Filofax) smeared. 

Sydney (2012-05-01 11:57:41)

West Midlands -that’s me too! Constant rain combined with roadworks just outside the house - you’d think I’d be grumpy... but no.....I received my A5 Malden today. All is well with the world. 

Sydney (2012-05-01 12:02:07)

I would like to take this opportunity to add my thanks for the diary inserts. 

I have been using the ’Enhanced TM Week Per View’ for my pocket Malden for a few weeks and it is just spot on. 

I don’t really use it as intended but it suits me perfectly anyway. 

missjms (2012-05-01 12:08:28)

Anyone familiar with the compact size? I am finding my slimline too slim and I think the personal size would be too bulky for my hand bag. Would love to find something in between but not sure if the compact would work or not, doesn’t seem to be a very popular size. 

Thanks, 

Jennifer in Los Angeles

Romina (2012-05-01 13:58:42)

Thanks Nicole. I saw a real nice Uni multipen at JetPens but i’ve never used their Jetstream ink. 

Yu (2012-05-01 14:59:08)

Hi Jennifer! I’m currently using a Luxe personal compact. It’s still on its first week of ”trial-run”. But it’s working fairly well so far. (My ideal Filofax would be something between personal size and A5 in paper size, though... ) but the compact size is ideal in that it isn’t too bulky, yet still substantial. As a law student I really want to use 141



the A5 size because it’s a good size for university work/schedules. But it gets far too heavy. The personal size gets too bulky to fit in the book bag (or the law book’s bag) and the slimline is far too puny. The personal compact size fits into my bags and doesn’t weigh too much, although I have to carry around an additional notebook. I hope this was of some help and not just me rambling... 

Nikki france (2012-05-01 16:48:32)

I am slightly going through a planner fail myself at the moment!! 

I am totally in love with my A5 but it is overstuffed, and is way too heavy to lug around. I still pick it up and fondle it with regret :((

I borrowed my fathers old filofax personal that I bought for him in the 80’s and have tried that for a month, but it is such a strange size, and the pages are so hard to design, with them being so narrow. I have now decided to try FC, and a friend in US has sent me an old one of hers that she no longer uses. I am really hoping that the extra little bit of paper width will help me to get along with a personal size. Will see how it goes!!! If not, it will be back to the A5, and put up with the shoulder aches lol

Nikki france (2012-05-01 16:52:36)

BTW I forgot to say, the leather on this binder is lovely, but it seems to have like hard card or plastic inside it, so it does not have any flexible quality about it, which is such a shame. It has a zip closure that I find nice to use, and useful arrangement of pockets, and VERY large pen loops. It does however only have the 23mm rings, and I am thinking I need bigger!! 

missjms (2012-05-01 23:29:09)

That does help Yu, thanks! I think I’m sold on a new Compact Filo. 

Filofreak (2012-05-02 00:35:19)

Hi Laurie and Steve

I wrote to Filofax about the design contest (because I entered it) and have never heard a word back. Don’t know if they dropped it or just didn’t reply but it would be nice to know. Is there a contact person? I would be willing to try. 

Erin

kanalt (2012-05-02 06:07:17)

I use the Jetstream RT Roller Ball as my main pen - I love it! - have been using it for a few years now. I have not had a problem with it and feel that it writes very nicely on the Filofax paper. If you’re talking about the general ballpoint version though, I have not tried that one. I love the RT so much I emailed the company and requested different colors of this pen, but they still have only stuck with blue, black and red. If you want a ballpoint that writes like a gel, you might want to look into the RT. 

kanalt (2012-05-02 06:12:11)

I too use the compact (Regency). I have been using it since October. I love it! Like you, I was looking for something between the slimline and personal for just the reason you said - personal was too bulky and slimline not enough. If you want to see how much my compact holds, you can read about it here:

http://wellplannedlife.blogspot.com/2012/01/2012-setup.html

I also use a personal Malden for all of my extra information - it always stays home. You can read more about using the two here:

http://wellplannedlife.blogspot.com/2012/02/at-home-with-malden.html

Good luck! 

Nicole (2012-05-02 12:18:57)

The rollerball version is waterproof. It’s odd - usually ballpoints (rather than rollerballs) are waterproof. 

I don’t really rate it highly because here, I have other pens (at half the price) to compare it with. In Asia, Uni-ball is just one of the few hybrid (called oil gel or semi-gel) ballpoint pens out there that write smoothly with intense colour. 
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http://www.faber-castell.com.my/products.php?sp=generalwritingandmar king &ssp=ballpointpens

http://gsoftpen.com/index.php?view=prod &ref=14270 &lang=en

LucyLastic (2012-05-02 12:59:11)

Hi Jennifer! 

I use a compact Finsbury in raspberry and I love it. Here’s a post of my setup:

http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.co.uk/2012/04/my-new-filofax-set up-with-diy-templates.html

And this post contains a photograph of a comparison between the compact and personal in terms of size:

http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/my-new-gorgeous-fi lofax-but.html

Hope this helps. 

missjms (2012-05-02 18:39:00)

Thanks Lucy & Kanalt, great photos and set ups! I will be ordering my Compact Osterly in wine this afternoon, soooo excited!! 

doris98 (2012-05-02 19:18:49)

@kanalt: The idea of a Master/Satellite filo system is inspired! I’ve been toying with the same idea but couldn’t quite put my finger on it. This cements it for me. I think the Filosophy videos talked about something like too. 

I’ll work on doing the same thing. 

I’m still undecided between the Slimline and Compact. A Slimline I think may work now for a ”satellite”. 

@Lucylastic: I’m thinking I should have gotten the raspberry instead of the pink Fins. (:

Yu (2012-05-02 19:39:08)

@missjms - Oh, that binder is gorgeous! <3

I would have loved a compact Finsbury (aqua) for the summer since it’s such a bright and cheery color, but they probably never existed in the first place XD; 

What’s In My Filofax - Kristin (2012-05-02 01:00) - Steve Morton

I’ve attended enough Philofaxy meet ups to know what joy can be observed when two people who have

never ’met’ before in real life, get to sit next to each other and share their Filofax contents with each other. 

It is a real joy to see the smiles and joy on their faces as each page or section is turned. So when we get a ’What’s in my Filofax post offer.... we always say ’yes please’ And thank you to Kristin for sending in

her contribution this time. 

Hello everyone! 

I feel so honored to be able to write a ’What’s in my Filofax’ post! 

As I’m sure you can all guess, I’m obsessed with all things Filofax. My obsession started out with general

office supplies, notebooks, and pens. Then I moved onto planners. In the past year I have used a Staples

planner, an Erin Condren Life Planner, a Franklin Covey zip around binder with a Jean Chatzky insert, a

Filofax Personal Finsbury, a Filofax Pocket Finchley, a Fillofax A5 Finsbury, a Filofax Personal Finchley, 

and a Filofax Personal Chameleon. I have finally settled into the Chameleon and absolutely love it

(although it’s only been two weeks, so who knows what can happen). 

I found this website while searching for planners on-line and on You Tube. Imy from Imysworld came

up on You Tube and I started watching her videos. They led me to Kate, The Perpetual Student’s blog

and her videos, and then my Filofax obsession grew. I must go through Filofax blog posts and videos

at least a hundred times in one week. I can’t explain why, really, because I’ve seen them all a thousand

times already! I guess I just love seeing how others use their Filofaxes and I love copying their ideas on

organization. 

I should mention that it’s taken me a very long time to settle into my current Filofax. Living in the US, 

it’s not easy to go out and pick up a Filofax. I don’t like ordering on-line because I’m so picky, and I

need to see and feel the item before buying it. I have returned four or five Filofaxes in the past month. 
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With that said, here are some photos of my Chameleon in Raspberry. 

[1]

I love this Vera Bradley pen, and how it matches the Chameleon so well. 

[2]

Inside I keep my bank cards, my license, and some post-it notes in the pockets. I love the set up of the

inside cover, and I love the full length pocket. Holding my daughter’s picture on the inside is a Tartan

Oli Magnetic Paper Clip from The Container Store. I have two of these and love them! They hold things

together for me and don’t bulk up my Filofax. Under the fly leaf (with Mickey stickers from our recent

trip to Walt Disney World) are the Filofax sticky labels and post-its. I keep the fly leaf over them because they were starting to stick up and bend a bit. 
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[3]

I use lots of tabs and move them around all the time. I’m currently planning my daughter’s first commu-

nion so I have a lot of labels under that category. This helps me find what I’m looking for very quickly, 

like when I’m on the phone with the caterers and need to open up to the ’food’ section. 

[4]

Next is the month on two pages, which I love because I need to see the month at a glance. I couldn’t do

without this, ever! 
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[5]

Here’s the week on two pages in cotton cream. I wish they made the monthly calendar in cotton cream- I

love it so much more than the white paper. At first, I did not like that the week starts off with the ’this week’ box. I was very confused and would start writing things in that spot thinking it was the ’Monday’

box. Now that I’m used to it being there, I love it. I love jotting things down at the top of the page so

when I need to make a quick reference of the week I can see my important events at the very top. I use

little stickers for special dates and events, also purchased from The Container Store. No one around me

sells the Filofax stickers! 

[6]
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[7]

I have the map that came with the Filofax, as well as a zippered sleeve, a top opening envelope, and a

credit card sleeve. I use all three of these constantly. They’re great for receipts, coupons, photos, and

keepsake items. 

[8]

Here are some of my pens- I have quite the collection. I love my Bic 4 Colors Fashion pen, and my Pilot

pens. We don’t have any stores that sell the famous Pilot Coleto multi-colored pen that I see almost all of you using. I wish I could get my hands on one of those! I would also love to purchase some of the pretty

dividers that I often see in these posts. They look beautiful. 
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[9]

And lastly, here is my beautiful Filofax standing up. I love it! Thank you so much for reading! Also, I’d

love some tips on organization or some blog links on how to better organize your Filo. I feel that mine is

a bit sloppy and I’m always looking to tidy it up a bit! 

Thank you Kristin for your excellent post, love the photos and I’m sure fellow Philofaxy readers will love

it too. 

1. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-HVH3wmKgGTE/T5cLvC3-45I/AAAAAAAAK0k/EH0IUSqPhQ0/s1600/photo+1.JPG

2. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-iF04lLGYBhE/T5m5aPEMieI/AAAAAAAAK2Q/lYEORSyOd-4/s1600/photo+1.JPG

3. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-nBMCO3fFdeU/T5m5hhPfCoI/AAAAAAAAK2g/idZfr3tGAeM/s1600/photo+3.JPG

4. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-VD5HxyE244E/T5m5mnid4TI/AAAAAAAAK2o/dy1igeKbPy8/s1600/photo+4.JPG

5. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-J4ZIsnBMJmQ/T5m5q5ME-BI/AAAAAAAAK2w/YXNu2Yhp8P0/s1600/photo+5.JPG

6. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-M_FkAl7WfE8/T5cL6HWKohI/AAAAAAAAK1M/cvg48KJY1kw/s1600/photo+6.JPG

7. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-XH7ZthmaD8A/T5cL8g31rwI/AAAAAAAAK1U/Jgn6bptcmDM/s1600/photo+7.JPG

8. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-rSaSMgc8nfA/T5cMAUUfQVI/AAAAAAAAK1c/_aNtSNqJlsw/s1600/photo+8.JPG

9. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-rU1xZQiXp70/T5cMDAxb92I/AAAAAAAAK1k/B_pJK1TAwe8/s1600/photo+9.JPG

Anke (2012-05-02 01:50:06)

Kristin, the Coleto isn’t available in Germany either, but I ordered some from an excellent seller on eBay. If you want me to give you their username, let me know. I have ordered three times there and I’ve always found them very helpful. 

Babs (2012-05-02 02:06:05)

Beautiful filo! Thanks for letting us have a nosey! 

queendelesa (2012-05-02 02:40:57)

Hi Anke, I would love to get the username as well, pls. 

Lime Tree (2012-05-02 03:30:09)

Beeeeaitiful Filofax! 

I just got the container store stickers last week, it is so cool to see someone else using it! Good to know it goes 148



well on a personal size too as I am planning on moving back to it over the summer (I’m currently using an A5). 

And I totally hear you on te online ordering thing. I returned a personal chameleon twice because of my pickiness. 

I was very tempted to return a third time by thought maybe I should just deal with it. And It is not easy I must say! LOL I look at the faded spot (for me seems faded, DH says its not) every day and it bugs me! Oh well! 

Great post! Beautiful Filofax! 

doris98 (2012-05-02 04:07:40)

Hi Kristin! Thanks for your post, and lovely filo! Like you, I’m outside the UK, and there are even less resources (actually, ZERO) in Manila for me to get my filo ”fix”. Thank goodness for the internet. 

Stationeryart.com is another good source for all kinds of pens. I’ve ordered from them before and shipping was very reasonable. Prices are better than Jetpens, too (sorry Jetpens!) although there will be no free shipping on their site. 

Ashleigh (2012-05-02 04:38:40)

Hi Kristin, I love your Filofax all the lovely colours make it look very pretty! Where did you get your top tabs from? I have been looking for some for ages now. I totally relate to the whole blog and video watching I’m

obsessed with all things Filofax and no matter how many times i watch them I just can’t get enough! 

Thank you for sharing your Filofax with us! 

Anita (2012-05-02 08:38:24)

Hi Kristin & thanks for sharing your colourful filo! 

I hope you fall in love with the Malden that I’ll be sending you soon :)

Katy (2012-05-02 08:39:58)

Beautiful Filofax!!!! I am so getting those stickers this weekend! 

Kristin (2012-05-02 08:42:50)

That would be great! Thank you! 

Kristin (2012-05-02 08:45:44)

Hello! Thank you! The top tabs are from Staples and they’re the post-it brand. They come in the orange-pink-green, and then a red-blue-purple pack. I love them. I pull them off and re-stick them over and over again and they hold up really well. I’m sure they have them on Amazon, too! 

Kristin (2012-05-02 08:47:14)

I can’t wait for the Malden! I’m sure I’ll be asking to send in another post after I get it all set up. I’m soooo excited!!! 

Kristin (2012-05-02 08:48:33)

Thank you! I would love to try the Filofax stickers. Hoping to get my hands on some soon. 

J (2012-05-02 10:58:10)

Yay! I’ve been waiting for this post since our Twitter chat! Love your set up- very personal and family oriented. 

And totally hear you on not being able to see binders before buying in the states. Luckily, I saw Sandra’s Malden before buying, although then I was hooked! I’m sure you’ll love yours! 

LJ (2012-05-02 12:50:56)

Love this post. Such a beautiful filo and such pretty bits and bobs in it :o)

LucyLastic (2012-05-02 12:52:40)

Lovely Filo Kristin! Must ... not ... order ... raspberry ... chameleon ... immediately ... 

Filofreak (2012-05-02 12:53:43)

Thanks for a wonderful and detailed post! I too love to look at the same pictures/videos over again because I like 149



to see how people organize. 

Ashleigh (2012-05-02 14:02:35)

Found them thank you - the Malden is a beautiful Filofax I love mine! il look forward to seeing how you make it your own

Brenda (2012-05-02 15:04:36)

Thank you for the tour of your Filofax!! I know you said you don’t like to order online. But I just saw the Pilot Coleto pens and refills on www.jetpens.com yesterday. They have free shipping on orders over $25, and great service!! 

Kristin (2012-05-02 15:19:12)

Thanks everyone! Thanks for your suggestions as well! 

Lime Tree (2012-05-02 21:49:02)

Anita, that is so great, you found a home for your Malden too! 

Snake Domino is doing well BTW. It is so pretty! Still debating if I want to put it to hard everyday labor or just home-sitting with a few records to keep. :)

Joey Quinton (2012-05-03 16:13:05)

Wonderful post and I thoroughly enjoyed it. I have a Cuban, but I am quickly learning that there is a Cult of Malden...perhaps I need an A5 Malden! 

Tflower11 (2012-05-04 17:51:03)

Wow kristin thats probably the best filofax ive seen i really luv that cute lil stickies sticking out and its like so cute and that vera bradley pen just so matches, by the way does anyone know where to get vera bradley stuff in the UK? 

froileinschmidtmann (2012-05-05 15:20:36)

Hi Kristin! 

I LOVE your post, and i really like that you obviously used Instagram for the pictures! (I’m an Instagram

addicted!)

I’m so jealous because in Germany we can’t get these Magnetic Clips and the Stickers. :(

I’ve got the Organised Mum stickers but they are so.. uuum.. ja. ;)

vishae (2012-05-22 13:13:14)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

vishae (2012-05-22 13:14:25)

I currently order my pens + refills from [1]Stationery Art, perhaps they ship to where you are? 

I’m currently using the [2]Uni Style Fit, which has a wide range of refill colours as well

1. http://www.stationeryart.com/advanced_search_result.php?keywords=Coleto&sort=3a&page=2

2. http://serendipity-art-journaling.blogspot.com.au/2012/03/uni-style-fit-meister-review.html

Reader Question - Paper Recommendations (2012-05-03 00:30) - Steve Morton

Thank you to Helen for her question, I too will be interested in all of your responses. 

I love the diary pages you and Ray have produced and was thinking about getting some

nicer paper to print them on. The trouble is I am not sure what to buy. 

So some recommendations on weight, fountain pen friendliness etc would be really helpful. 
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Butanben (2012-05-03 06:04:19)

I am using WH Smith cream smooth paper. A little expensive at £8.99 for 100 sheets. It comes in A4 and I am trimming it to A5.However, maybe not that expensive when I consider that Philofaxying is one of my hobbies and so enjoyable.The paper is just lovely to feel and to write on. I’ve printed Ray and Steve’s A5 Amended TM diary-5 line version and it is the first diary I’ve stuck to.... so working for me. One word of warning though I had to take 1 faulty pack of paper back as it was behaving like blotting paper and looking smudgy!! All the other packs have been fine though. I use Uni ball eye fine gel pens to colour code my diary. No bleed through. The paper is an 80 weight/thickness. Good luck with it. xx

Babs (2012-05-03 06:22:28)

I use a ream of A5 white paper from Staples. It’s 80 gsm so not great (I’d prefer 100) but it’s easy to print on. 

Especially as I’m a perfectionist for perfect edges and my guillotine just doesn’t do it well enough. 

I don’t use a fountain pen so can’t comment on that. 

Scoot (2012-05-03 07:41:05)

Getting the correct combination of paper, nib and ink is a personal journey and I am afraid I can’t summarise it for you. Too many subjective elements in the process. 

Paper specifically designed for handwriting, rather than an inkjet or laser printer, may be your best option; but I am often surprised by whatever cheap copier paper I buy via Staples etc. If you work in an office then try the odd sample, also ask other people for sample papers as many will often have a few that they’ve bought for CV’s etc terriknits (2012-05-03 12:16:46)

I’m using Staples laser printer paper, 24 lb (90 gsm?) and I really like it. It holds fountain pen and liquid ink nicely with no bleed/show through. I did obtain some 28 lb (105 gsm) paper that’s sort of a cream colour, but I don’t like it that much. It’s quite slippery for my tastes. I like a bright white page (like the Staples) but if the cream paper were less slick, I’d like it much better. 

Neil (2012-05-03 14:36:31)

In my local Staples store, they often have paper that you can try before you buy. 

Joey Quinton (2012-05-03 16:03:45)

I have been thinking of ordering some Clairfontaine paper from www.gouletpens.com. I think it is 90 grams and is wonderful paper for a fountain pen. Brian Goulet has a lot of videos on his website where he tests pens,ink, and paper! 

DEM (2012-05-03 20:01:37)

I love Goulet Pen Company and the Clairfontaine and Rhodia paper. I bought an A5 pad of Rhodia Dot Pad and

sacrificed the cover and back of the pad to get individual sheets of paper. Hole-punched and now I have fabulous paper in my A5 Aston! Much better than the FF paper! I say, ”Go for it!” 

Joey Quinton (2012-05-04 07:48:02)

DEM, i am loving Filofax more and more. Last evening, I learned that Filofax owns the company that produces Yard-o-Led fountain pens........my ultimate dream is to own a Yard-o-Led Retro!!! 

Gemma Seymour-Amper (2012-05-04 09:04:40)

In my extensive testing, the papers which performed best were all from Crane & Co. My preference is Crane’s Thesis, followed by Crane’s Bond, and Crane’s Crest. From my article:

”There were two samples which performed better than all others with a variety of inks, Crane’s Bond, and Crane’s Thesis Paper. I had also tested Crane’s Crest and Strathmore Writing Pure Cotton. Both of these papers were very similar in performance. 

All three of the Crane & Co. papers are 100 % cotton wove finish papers, but have varying degrees of hardness to their finishes. In order from softest to hardest, they are Crane’s Crest, Crane’s Bond, and Crane’s Thesis. Overall, 151



the Crane’s Thesis paper performed best. All three are available in a 24 lb. weight. 

Crane’s Crest is available in A4 size, but the others are not. Crane’s Bond is not available in White. Crane’s Thesis seems to be only available in US Letter size in retail packaging of 100 or 500 sheets, but I haven’t yet contacted Crane & Co. to find out if there are other sizes and packagings available. 

What would be ideal, I think, is Crane’s Thesis in a 16 or 20 lb. weight, with a whiter color that the standard White.” 

http://gcvsa.posterous.com/crane-and-co

Gemma Seymour-Amper (2012-05-04 09:08:13)

I should also mention that the testing was done with fountain pens, mainly my Pelikan M800, and a variety of inks, probably including Mont Blanc, J. Herbin, Pelikan, and Noodler’s. The testing was done over two years ago, so I can’t remember it precisely

Free for All Friday No.181 (2012-05-04 00:30) - Nan

I was recently reminded of a time I lost my Filofax. I left it by my seat at a nightclub where I was

watching my brother perform, and drove home without it. Someone found it while cleaning up after the

show, saw my name inside, and gave it to my brother. He drove to my building (it wasn’t far away), and

instead of waking everyone in the house, slipped it through the slightly open window of my car. I woke

up the next morning, and panicked when I realized my Filofax was missing. Of course, it was in the first

place I looked – the car! Whew! (I didn’t find out until later how it got there!) Have you ever lost (or

thought you lost) a precious Filofax? (Since it’s Friday, all other topics are welcome, too.)

Ray Blake (2012-05-04 02:09:44)

Yup. I lost my Malden a month ago. It had the Filofax ’If you find this organiser’ page right at the front, so I was hopeful it might find its way back to me. For the last few weeks I’ve been slumming it in an old binder, but this week I decided the Malden wasn’t coming home and seized the excuse to buy a new Holborn to replace it. 

Laurie (2012-05-04 03:44:31)

Oh no Ray that’s horrible!!!! I hope somebody does the right thing and returns it to you. In the meantime, enjoy your new Holborn! I’d love to know what you think of the Holborn compared to the Malden. I have a Holborn but not a Malden, and I’m interested in how they compare. 

Steve Morton (2012-05-04 04:29:18)

Sorry to hear that Ray, hope it finds its way back to you. I once left mine on my desk at work and realised how lost I felt without it at home over the weekend. 

Hope you are enjoying the Holborn

Cat Burchmore (2012-05-04 04:32:22)

I think I’d be devostated if I lost my filofax... which reminds me I need to create a ’if you find this filofax’ page... 

On a completely different subject I have lost the lid to my Lamy Safari. I think it must be at home, but it’s not in my bag with my filofax & pen and now the pen won’t write. I presume it has dried up without the lid, but does anyone have a solution to get it going again for my day at work so I don’t have to move to a biro.... 

Scoot (2012-05-04 04:48:25)

Be cautious. If you openly display the owner of an Organiser then the contents will often be of great use to a thief. 

Even if you don’t have bank or other like passwords etc, dairy entries could indicate times when you’ll be out of the house &. Which gives a suitable time for burglary. 

Even within a diary, use initials and abbreviations wherever possible. 
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JohnofJenkins (2012-05-04 05:19:28)

Yes I ”lost” my Filofax only last week. I searched the house and my case and the car and I had a horrible feeling that It was gone. Then I remembered that I was using it in church to write down notices that I thought were relevant and when I had finished I put it in the pew in front of me. At the end of the service I left it there and went for coffee then went home. Had to get the church opened up (thank you) so I could get it.I really felt lost without it. 

Docmel (2012-05-04 05:32:25)

During the late ’90’s I had a job which involved a load of travel. All I used to take on the plane with me was my trusty Filofax Balmoral - which had everything I needed to organise my working life. Stupidly I left it on the seat of a shuttle bus between the plane and the terminal. I thought that it would be handed in so kept checking with Lost Property but no luck and a week or so later bought another - but it took me weeks to recover and even then I reckon I only managed to cobble together around 75 % of the missing information. 

Lesson learned? - I never keep all my data in one place - Friday afternoons now become sacrosanct in terms of transferring important notes, contacts etc from my filofax across to Microsoft Onenote which I use purely as a dumping ground - equally following a few ruined hard disks I don’t trust digital 100 % either so all my important PC files get backed up daily using a superb free program called ’Vice Versa’

paranoid? perhaps - but I have no wish to go through the sheer panic I felt stood in a foreign airport terminal with all of my information gone! 

Alison Reeves (2012-05-04 05:40:03)

On no Ray - that is awful. Funny thing is that it is the binder that would encourage someone to keep it rather than do the decent thing, but it’s often the contents that we really miss! I hope you are able to re-create your life in the new Holborn. 

Alison Reeves (2012-05-04 05:42:07)

Cat, you could try dipping the nib in some water, or just squeezing the converter or cartridge a tiny bit to get it running. Chances are you will get ink everywhere anyway, so I’d be inclined to give up for the day! 

Alison Reeves (2012-05-04 05:45:44)

Docmel - you make an interesting point. Many people use a filofax because they have been let down by digital, but it can work either way. Of course you can remove something from your digital backup accidentally and your automated back up systems can then delete the item in your backup system as well. We can’t be full proof - just aware and careful. 

Yu (2012-05-04 06:08:37)

Soak the pen (not just the nib) in water (I’m not sure if there should me something in the water or not) overnight. 

Then do the regular maintenance. This is especially important if you write with darker ink, which can crystalize within the feed. :)

Yu (2012-05-04 06:09:35)

O O never thought about that. 

Anita (2012-05-04 06:26:36)

Oh, I’m sorry to hear that & hope it gets returned to you! And it was a Malden too :(

Docmel (2012-05-04 06:32:04)

Alson, 

...which is why I like vice versa so much - although I could run it automatically I ensure this is the last thing I do before I finish work each day. The program shows the current state of both ’parent and child’ folders and amends only new or amended files - and I just have a brief check on those and any I delete before pressing teh ’go’ button. 

....of course I could get really paranoid and back up my remote back up but then that is getting too silly..... 
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industrious housewife (2012-05-04 07:28:16)

Just slotted a Rhodia top-spiral-bound notebook into the back of my A5 Domino. Stationery joy. 

Ray Blake (2012-05-04 07:28:16)

Thanks all. I was able to recreate all the important parts. The loss made me grumpy for a day or two, but buying a new binder has made it all better. The Holborn leather feels very similar to the Malden’s but somehow if seems a more businesslike binder. 

The internal configuration suits me better than the Malden’s did, and I’ve been attracted to the Holborn for this reason for ages. But I only need one daily-use binder. Maybe the Malden’s loss wasn’t really a mistake at all, but my unconscious finding a way for me to justify a purchase. 

industrious housewife (2012-05-04 07:30:05)

Sorry for your loss Ray, fate’s way of bringing you to the Holborn though as you say. 

Paul B (2012-05-04 08:49:10)

Binder addicts: Scroll past this post. 

Just noticed there is 50 % discount on A5 Chameleon organisers on Filofax UK site. I’m feeling more and more unenthusiastic about my A5 Finsbury in Brfown. It feels very..........staid, busionesslike and boring. I’m thinking of A5 Chameleon in Aqua, but a little scared it will be too bright, vibrant or dare I say it, girly. Decisions....... 

BTW, does anyone know if the outrageously expensive Smythson of Bond St organisers match the Filofax Personal and A5 rings? 

Butanben (2012-05-04 10:22:51)

Sorry to hear that Ray... it must be so annoying to lose all your appointment details, birthdays etc. What a nuisance. Still I hope that the Holborn makes up for it!! 

I love the Maldens, but I really need 2 pen loops, along with my Quiver as I use 5 slimline gel pens to colour code my routines. Hope the contents at least find their way back. 

mppaul2 (2012-05-04 11:04:09)

Wow, when does Filofax USA have such great sales??? 

Filofreak (2012-05-04 11:49:19)

Sorry to Ray and Docmel for loss of Filos. That’s horrible! I haven’t lost one but I did have one stolen, I think by a coworker with a gambling addiction. I can’t prove that she took it, but I believe it. I don’t know if it was out of spite or if she thought she could sell it, but I still miss it. When I’m at work now, I keep my Filo locked in a drawer unless I’m using it. Sad but true! 

Paul B

,the Chameleon in Aqua really isn’t too bright in person and is quite a lovely blue. I dare say you

” ” 

wouldn’t seem too ”girly” with it, especially at 50 % off

,I’m such an enabler! 

” ” ” 

Babs (2012-05-04 12:07:12)

It’s really not that bright at all. There’s a lot of black mixed through it which tones it down. Mine is still unused but I’m slowly coming round to it! 

LJ (2012-05-04 12:10:22)

Get the aqua, it is lovely, and definitely not too bright :o)

LJ (2012-05-04 12:19:48)

I lost my A5 aqua Finsbury which I was using for work at the time. I’d only been using a filofax for work for a few months at the time and had loads of planning in it as I’d had a trip to the UK so did loads of planning in the airport and during the flight. 

I took my laptop bag and a large handbag on the train to work with me a very kindly put my laptop bag in the overhead rack so it wouldn’t annoy the other people sitting in the same section as me - never again. I got off the train, waited for the tram, and as the tram arrived went to hoist my laptop bag onto my shoulder properly (clearly 154



just out of habit), and that was when I realised I didn’t have my laptop bag. 

I ran back to the train (it was at it’s ending station) and ran through the carriages looking for my bag and it was gone. I reported it missing but it never turned up. I was gutted :-(

Obviously my work were more concerned about by non-encrypted laptop than my Filofax, but I don’t think they realised quite how much work I had done in my Filofax. The guy who works for me found it quite amusing that I was totally lost without it, seeing as before I had the Filofax my desk and work always looked to be in complete chaos and yet I still managed to get my work done, but once I’d got organised (even though only for a short time) without the Filofax I just sat there trying to work out what the hell I was supposed to be doing :o)

Paul B (2012-05-04 12:43:44)

I’m now looking at a couple of options. Its just the price on the Chamelwon is a compelling argument. I have one major gripe with the Finsbury, although it may be climate related. I used it for 3 years while working in Afghanistan. There is now a worn patch around the popper, where the top surface of the pimpled leather seems to have worn off. I can’t help thinking the Chameleon looks a similar finish, and might wear off. Although I concede it may well have been the extremes of temperature in Afghanistan that contributed. Its hard to know. I love the look of the oiled surface on the Kendal, although I know that the way I treat my Filofax, it would scratch in seconds. 

Back to scrollingthrough A5 options....... 

LucyLastic (2012-05-04 12:53:09)

Not sure if anybody’s interested but I found some real bargain Filofaxes and Filofax diaries today. I’ve blogged about it here:

http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.co.uk/2012/05/bargain-filofaxes- filofax-diaries-what.html

Nia (2012-05-04 13:57:41)

Luckily I’ve not yet lost a Filofax! and I’m always extra cautious about not putting very many personal details into mine, at the most it would be name and an email address on my ’If lost, please return to..’ page. I’ve always been a little paranoid about things like this, and never keep a written record of passwords or anything. 

I wanted to give the Danish Filofax website a little mention! I’ve ordered from them a few times now because they always have much better sales on than the UK site - I’ve been after a compact Chameleon for ages! and as the other Chameleons are on sale I assumed that the compact size would be as well (at Neal Street) - no such luck. 

So I looked on the Danish site and found they were still on 50 % off! and postage is incredibly reasonable, fast delivery as well. 

LJ (2012-05-04 14:04:02)

My Finsbury which is loved, but not overly used, has a similar issue. The finish on the Chameleon is completely different though. Much softer than the Finsbury, in fact it doesn’t feel like leather, but it definitely is - it smells so good :o)

LucyLastic (2012-05-04 14:16:56)

Nia - I would absolutely love a compact chameleon! But how much are they in pounds and what about postage to the UK??? I’m a bit nervous about ordering from them because of the language barrier though . . . 

John (2012-05-04 14:23:19)

I haven’t lost one recently, but in organizing my archives for a recent relocation, I came across a stor-

age binder and loose sheets of Pocket journaling and project notes from approx 1997-1998. I don’t currently have a Pocket binder, and for life of me don’t remember buying or handling one, though that was a long time ago. . . 

Joey Quinton (2012-05-04 14:59:48)

I am so sorry, Ray! 
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Missus Aka (Christa) (2012-05-04 15:00:36)

Steve - do you know if city organiser would do the 15 % discount that they do online in store when we go for the philofaxy meet up? 

Joey Quinton (2012-05-04 15:02:14)

Cat, take the nib and feed off and use a baby syringe to force water through the feed. 

Joey Quinton (2012-05-04 15:06:13)

Lovely idea! 

Steve Morton (2012-05-04 15:08:30)

The promotion code finished at the end of April. I’m not aware yet of a new code for May onwards. But email CO

and ask. No harm in asking... Steve

Planic (2012-05-04 15:27:59)

Hi folks

I have been following this blog for quite some while now (in DK there is no site similar to this) - and I must say it is fantastic to see how others are managing their life.. both privately and work related.. 

- and also, you all have so many good ideas that one must try :)

But- here is my problem.. 

I have been using a Domino personal for several years now - and I have figured out a way to manage my work/-and personal life in a way that fits me perfect.. you might get a insight into this one day :)

But anyways.. I am now considering exchanging the personal size with an A5 size as the amount of projects I am managing is increasing.. but I still want the Domino style as I really like the flexible string.. 

BUT.. is it true that I can get any fill for A5 in the standard yellow filofax colour? 

/Pia

Nia (2012-05-04 15:45:23)

I paid £37.37 in total (converted by Paypal from Danish Krone) which included the cost of the compact Chameleon itself, and the postage which was around £6. I’ve had no problems at all ordering through the site previously, but I’d imagine that they will have english-speakers working for them is something were to go wrong! And if you use the Google Chrome web browser, it will translate the whole site for you into English so that’s no bother. 

I’m much happier ordering from them than paying £58 for a full price compact Chameleon from the Neal Street store, and potentially having to pay £7 on top of that for them to post it to me! 

Alison Reeves (2012-05-04 16:01:57)

Yep - if you want to clear the pen rather than just get a quick ’write’ out of it, I’d disassemble the whole pen and put it into some water overnight. If you don’t have a syringe, you can repeatedly blow water through the nob assembly, but only after you have soaked for a while to loosen any dried in ink. Your pen will be sorted once there is no more colour coming out when you soak it in water. I bought a lovely pen from ebay with dried up ink inside and it took me the best part of a week to get it flushed clean! 

Steve Morton (2012-05-04 16:06:51)

Pia... 

Welcome to Philofaxy... 

May I ask the address of the Danish site? 

Steve

Alison Reeves (2012-05-04 16:08:01)

Paul the Kendal is very resilient. I had one for ages, then gave it to a good friend who is a contractor in the building industry so it gets some heavy / dirty use! It just looks better for that and very rugged! Depends on the look you are going for! 
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Consiliumque (2012-05-04 16:21:20)

.. Thanks Steve

- but as I tried to say there is NO site similar to this.. Unfourtuantly :(

Steph (2012-05-04 16:35:27)

I have not had the misfortune of losing my filofax, and to those that have my condolences. I couldn’t imagine being without mine. 

On a side note I am waiting for my compact Chameleon to arrive, I ordered it almost 2 weeks ago from the filofax US site, and it still isn’t here. I am growing impatient. I can’t wait to see it. I have never had to wait this long for an order from there before. 

I also wanted to thank everyone and Steve especially for checking out my blog post on my filofax a few weeks ago. It really meant a lot and boosted my confidence greatly. So thank you again. I love being a part of this filofamily! 

Steve Morton (2012-05-04 16:37:56)

Ah sorry I misread the comment!! 

LucyLastic (2012-05-04 16:57:11)

Ooooooooo thanks Nia, I’m so tempted now!!! I use Firefox and find it only translates the homepage, so I’ll try Chrome. Thanks for the info x

Oje (2012-05-04 17:15:28)

Lose my Filofax? That’d be a nightmare! Since 1988, I’ve always used one - I’m not sure what I’d do... 

By the way I just bought a great (so far) A5 6-hole punch on ebay (http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/390311233082?-

ssPageName=STRK:MEWNX:IT & trksid=p3984.m1497.l2649)

Tflower11 (2012-05-04 17:44:16)

Hi everyone- My fist comment- been reading this blog for like 3 months lol wats up anyway wow i think id feel really upset if i lost my filofax maybe i’d cry

Tflower11 (2012-05-04 17:56:13)

my first spelling error, i meant to say ” My first comment” not fist

Steve Morton (2012-05-04 17:57:16)

It’s ok we all make the odd typos... and it’s rude to point them out..... 

Nan (2012-05-04 18:08:30)

Re: Soaking fountain pens in water: Be careful if the pen has any metal parts, such as the clip. These can rust if left in water overnight. I’d limit it to a few hours. 

Steve Morton (2012-05-04 18:12:54)

I wonder if Isopropyl alcohol would be better. You can use it for cleaning tape heads and other similar delicate electronic things so I would think it would be ok on a pen, may be with a tiny amount of detergent. Then flushed through with clean isopropyl alcohol and then left to dry. 

I have some cleaner for my Rotring technical drawing pens I will see what it says on the packet. 

terriknits (2012-05-04 19:27:01)

aaahhhh - having massive ”monthly calendar” fail for my work A5. My hacked Month on Two Pages Horizontal is not working! Trying to see how I can tweak Outlook to make it all better. 

Yu (2012-05-04 19:29:35)

About the metal part (nib). It’s a Lamy, so just remove the nib and clean it separately and do the overnight on the rest. But yes, beware of rust. I have three Lamy fountain pens (Logo, Safari and Vista). I use the
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full-soak-and-flush method on the plastic ones, after removing the nib, and it’s been working so far. But it really depends on how dried up/crystallized the ink is. Like someone said; the water should be clear before you stop. :) Yu (2012-05-04 19:35:56)

This comment has been removed by the author. 

terriknits (2012-05-04 21:18:11)

Steph, did you check out Pens & Leather before you bought? I think I told you in an email that I’ve had horrible service from FFUSA because to ship in Canada, they have to go through Letts Canada and their customer service is atrocious. I would rather go without a Filo than have to order from them. Pens & Leather have treated me like gold. Anyway, I hope it arrives soon! Looks like a lovely Filo! 

Arnold.DeRoy (2012-05-04 23:26:35)

Sorry about the lost of your Filo. 

Had mine stolen from my car (broke the window). and was beside myself. Had all the contact info, if found etc. 

even had my passport in the rear pocket (work related travel to US). Have not been able to recreate the full contains (daily notes, future appointments etc). 

Now have to replace a Scada which is no longer available for a Holborn. Will have to start backing up notes (photocopy or scan) just in case. 

LJ (2012-05-05 00:30:23)

So frustrating - you’d think someone would return it :o(

Paul B (2012-05-05 00:38:41)

Alison, I think we all need more friends like you!!! 

doris98 (2012-05-05 01:02:27)

To those who have lost their filo, I can only imagine the heartbreak/ache. I’ve never lost mine, thankfully. I’m working on a ”project” right now though to create a Master filo that stays at home, with a Satellite filo for just the contents that are needed when out and about. It could be as simple as lifting the contents of the Master into the Satellite, depending on the time away from home, and the purpose of the trip, whether meeting with someone, shopping, or what ever else. 

I don’t work full-time, so this will be a different scenario for most. And it may work to keep ”unduplicatable” 

data/contents at home, in case I lose my filo. 

Does this make sense? Hope I was clear (:

LucyLastic (2012-05-05 09:04:21)

The old code is still working . . . I just tried it . . . sssshhhhhhh! 

Tflower11 (2012-05-05 16:23:00)

ok safe for tellin me didn’t know that lol

Rabbit (2012-05-05 19:12:37)

The issue with the Finsbury’s popper-colour-wear is the biggest problem I have with that make. I bought a

second-hand aqua a year ago and was so disappointed to see the tiny ’white’ faded leather on the popper rapidly grew as I ran my hand over it. I’m going to be extremely careful with my latest Emerald finsbury and won’t dare introduce any leather/moisture product to for fear of the same happening again. 

As for the A5 Chameleon in Aqua...just Wow. I only tried it out because of the sale and I was stunned by the result. 

Not bright at all, a very deep and lovely blue thanks to the black contrast throughout. I found this picture of it to be the most accurate I’ve come across: http://louloudorsetsmusings.blogspot.com.au/2011/03/super-organised-day-out.html
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Rabbit (2012-05-05 19:21:24)

Oh and I have to agree that the Kendal is an excellent binder - the trouble is finding it in A5. But nothing boring or overly business-like about that binder...I like to think of it as Indianna Jones making a pitch to a room of suited colleagues for an extension on his field-trip grant *sigh*

Shanananana (2012-05-07 07:42:44)

Security: you could consider having a unique e-mail address you set up, maybe with Gmail, that you ask the

person finding your Fax to use - set it to forward to your main address and never use it for anyone else. And maybe mention a modest reward, eg $20 / £20? 

And I’m sorry to hear your news there Ray, I hope it turns up against the odds, I can imagine how upsetting it is! 

LucyLastic (All Things Stationery) (2012-05-29 09:33:47)

I did it! After waiting patiently for nearly a month, I ordered one last night! Fingers crossed it will arrive in one piece. Total was £36.78 including overseas shipping, very impressive! Now to sell my Teal Personal Finchley to fund it. Thanks for the tip Nia x

Web Finds - 5 May 2012 (2012-05-05 00:30) - Steve Morton

I hope you have time this weekend to sit down and spend some time working your way through another

list of excellent posts we have found this week. 

As always I enjoyed discovering and reading through these myself. 

• [1]The Culture of Philofaxy - Well Planned Life

A must read... 

• [2]My Filofax week #2 - Paperlove Story

• [3]Filofax Turbo Task now for the Personal Size - My Life All in One Place

• [4]Inside my Filo - Decision Inspired

• [5]30 day list - Just an Essex Girl

• [6]30mm Rings, a Couple of Moves and a Nice Surprise!!! - LJ’s Blog of Stuff

• [7]Filo-Fail? Filo-Frenzy! - Stationery Happiness

• [8]Black vintage beauty! - We really didn’t need another Filofax blog

• [9]Love At First Sight - Filo-Manie

• [10]What’s in my Pocket Finchley Filofax? - Imysworld

• [11]Anniversary, Filofax store, and shopping! - Bluebonnet Reads

• [12]Edward de Bono: On Filofax Hacks - The Crazy Suburban Mom

• [13]Filofax for studying - Students Spy Glass

• [14]Nothing to see? Or seeing double - Filofax fixation

• [15]Wedding Planning: Malden Strikes Back - The Crazy Life of J

• [16]Bargain Filofaxes & Filofax diaries - what a savvy shopper! - All Things Stationery

• [17]Quick and Easy Filofax Dividers - My Life All in One Place

• [18]More 30mm Rings andi Birthday Surprises - LJ’s Blog of Stuff
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• [19]What’s in my Filofax - Hard Corps Love

• [20]I want my Filofax - My Once Upon the Moon

• [21]Getting Organised - Mikes Mind

• [22]Filofax!! - Masha’s Blog

• [23]Time to Make Space...? - LJ’s Blog of Stuff

• You blog could appear here next week, if we missed you this week, please email us a link. 

And as always...... enjoy... 

1. http://wellplannedlife.blogspot.fr/2012/04/culture-of-philofaxy.html

2. http://www.paperlovestory.com/2012/04/my-filofax-week-2.html

3. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/04/filofax-turbo-tasks-now-for-personal.html

4. http://decisioninspired.com/?p=187

5. http://justanessexgirl.blogspot.fr/2012/04/30-day-list.html

6. http://ljsblogofstuff.blogspot.fr/2012/04/30mm-rings-couple-of-moves-and-nice.html

7. http://stationeryhappiness.blogspot.fr/2012/04/filo-fail-filo-frenzy.html

8. http://notanotherfilofaxblog.blogspot.fr/2012/05/black-vintage-beauty.html

9. http://filo-manie.blogspot.fr/2012/05/love-at-first-sight.html

10. http://imysworld.blogspot.fr/2012/05/whats-in-my-pocket-finchley-filofax.html

11. http://bluebonnetreads.wordpress.com/2012/05/02/anniversary-filofax-store-and-shopping/

12. http://www.crazysuburbanmom.com/2012/05/edward-de-bono-on-filofax-hacks.html

13. http://studentspyglass.com/2012/04/18/filofax-for-studying/

14. http://filofaxfixation.wordpress.com/2012/05/01/nothing-to-see-or-seeing-double/

15. http://thecrazylifeofj.blogspot.fr/2012/05/wedding-planning-malden-strikes-back.html

16. http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.fr/2012/05/bargain-filofaxes-filofax-diaries-what.html

17. http://mylifeallinoneplace.blogspot.fr/2012/05/quick-and-easy-filofax-dividers.html

18. http://ljsblogofstuff.blogspot.fr/2012/05/more-30mm-rings-andi-birthday-surprises.html

19. http://www.hardcorpslove.com/2012/05/whats-in-my-filofax.html

20. http://myonceuponthemoon.blogspot.fr/2012/05/i-want-my-filofax.html

21. http://mikesmind.co.uk/2012/04/getting-organised/

22. http://marialikhanyan.com/?p=270

23. http://ljsblogofstuff.blogspot.fr/2012/05/time-to-make-space.html

LJ (2012-05-05 00:48:07)

Woohoo!!! Time for a read - I love Saturday mornings :o) Thanks for including my posts Steve :o)

Izzie (2012-05-05 01:46:33)

This Link:

30mm Rings, a Couple of Moves and a Nice Surprise!!! - LJ’s Blog of Stuff

leads to again to the article of ”Well Planned Life” ;-)

Thanks for the list! 

Steve Morton (2012-05-05 02:08:15)

Sorry about that, now fixed. 

Steve
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Babs (2012-05-05 04:10:19)

Thanks Steve. Another great Saturday morning read! :)

Faith (2012-05-05 13:30:39)

Hi Steve, just wanted to say thank you for featuring my post :)

Steph (2012-05-05 20:28:07)

Thank you Steve for posting my blog. It means a lot. 

doris98 (2012-05-05 21:24:23)

Thanks Steve! 

Welcome Anita (2012-05-06 00:01) - Steve Morton

[1]

We would like to introduce you to Anita our new Philofaxy contributor. Anita you might recall recently

became an [2]A5 Filofax convert, so no doubt we will be hearing how that is progressing. 

Anita also attended the last Philofaxy meet up in London. So a few of you will have met her already. 

And a few months ago Anita was one of our ’[3]readers under the spotlight’

We will look forward to her future posts I’m sure..... 

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-_CUWz75fdBs/TiIsk-7osUI/AAAAAAAAJZw/OhwnFGYA1Vw/s1600/P1010163-1.JPG

2. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/04/all-change-on-filofax-front-guest-post.html

3. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2011/07/reader-under-spotlight-anita.html

Lime Tree (2012-05-06 00:24:47)

Yay Anita!!! 

Nan (2012-05-06 00:52:24)

A big welcome, Anita! 

Ro (2012-05-06 01:38:20)

This is such great news! 

Ray Blake (2012-05-06 02:51:29)

Good news. I’m looking forward to your posts. 

Anke (2012-05-06 03:05:42)

Looking forward to A5 posts! :)

queendelesa (2012-05-06 04:22:56)

Well, well, welcome!!! 
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Alison Reeves (2012-05-06 04:56:03)

Excellent - looking forward to more A5 posts! 

Butanben (2012-05-06 05:17:47)

Fabby!! I really look forward to your posts Anita,especially A5 related. 

Joey Quinton (2012-05-06 07:31:32)

Hello, Anita. I am very pleased to meet you. 

Lynne Dove (2012-05-06 07:49:59)

Welcome

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-05-06 07:52:35)

Yay! 

Sandra (2012-05-06 08:09:57)

Hooray Anita! 

Laurie (2012-05-06 10:40:10)

Welcome Anita!! 

SSA (2012-05-06 11:09:26)

Welcome Anita :) looking forward to your A5 posts - I have an A5 Holborn sitting unused on a shelf waiting for a good use... 

mywormy (2012-05-06 11:48:47)

Welcome to our exclusive group Anita!! 

Anita (2012-05-06 13:50:38)

Thank you for your kind words of welcome, & I’m excited & honoured to be joining as a contributor! 

My A5 is a bit of a mess currently, so I can share with you how I’ll be sorting it out :)

Yu (2012-05-06 17:58:25)

Yay! :D looking forward to your posts! 

DEM (2012-05-06 18:14:45)

Congratulations, Anita! Looking forward to reading your posts!!!! 

Globetrotting Cacti (2012-05-07 14:12:46)

Welcome to your new role Anita. Looking forward to reading your posts.... 

kanalt (2012-05-08 06:27:08)

Yay! Welcome Anita! Looking forward to more Filo love!!! 
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Filofax Sellers Guide (2012-05-07 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

From time to time I’m sure you all look at your little collection and think... I should really sell that

organiser...it is only gathering dust on the shelf and I really fancy that new colour/model that Steve has

been ’enabling’ about... 

Well Philofaxy is here to help sell your Filofax organisers and accessories... is this negative enabling? 

We have our [2]Ad-spot page for readers adverts, firstly here are the rules for placing ads on the page:

• Filofax items only please... obvious really! 

• No parallel Ebay adverts, if you have put it on Ebay, then please don’t ask us to advertise your

items as well. 

• We are serious when we request that you donate to our [3]chosen charity, so please consider giving

some form of donation if you are placing an item on the Ad-spot page. Consider what it would have

cost to sell on Ebay, Philofaxy is visited by more than 1000 people every day... and they are an

informed and targeted audience. 

• Adverts will be on the page for no more than 12 weeks, if it hasn’t sold in that time it will be

removed. 

• Please tell us when your item has sold so it can be removed from the page. 

So those are the rules, nothing complicated and all very fair. 

So what to include in your advert. Please make your advert as clear as possible, it should include:

• Details of the Model, size, colour, age if you know when it was originally bought

• Your location so an estimate on the cost of shipping can be estimated. You only need to go to

country level. 

• Condition, is it new, never been used, been in daily use, well used, broken in etc. 

• What is included in terms of inserts, diary inserts etc. 

• Where you are willing to ship the item to. 

• Your contact details, an email address. 

• Some photographs, but please limit it to three photos per item. Please email these with your advert, 

or alternatively send us the links to your pictures. For better pictures please read [4]this post on

how to improve your pictures of Filofax Organisers. 

• And price.... 
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The price... I’m often asked ’how much should I ask for an xyz in Personal size’... I’m not the [5]Quentin

Wilson of the Filofax world, but here is some suggestions/tips on pricing... 

• You can set the price to what ever you want it to be, I’m not going to stop you.....but...... 

• If the item is new but you have never used it, then I would suggest 20 % -25 % under what you

paid for it. Remember the buyer might be able to buy one for same or less than the price you paid. 

If you have to add the price of shipping on top of the cost and remember some retailers offer free

shipping. Look around at the prices that that item is available for, not just what the price is on the

Filofax UK or USA site. We have all seen grossly inflated prices on Ebay for items... that didn’t

sell! 

• If the item is used or may be not on current sale, then take a look at Ebay and look at completed

sales to see what the average price has been on that particular model/size in the past. 

• If you want the item to sell quickly be prepared to allow for some bargaining on your price. 

When you have agreed a price for your item and you start to receive enquiries via Email, please try to

answer them promptly. We suggest that you do any money transactions via a secure method, PayPal

generally seems to work very well these days, it’s very quick and secure. 

When you come to despatch the item to your lucky buyer, do be careful and pack your Filofax organiser

well. Plenty of padding inside and outside of the organiser, I’ve repaired one or two and advised on others where they have become damaged in transit. Straightening out the ring mechanism after it’s been trodden

on is not easy! 

If you are posting just inserts, then the ’Printed Paper Rate’ is often considerably cheaper than conventional post. For instance I recently posted an A5 insert from France to the USA and it only cost ¬1.50 to post

and only took 4-5 days to arrive so it doesn’t appear to be any slower. 

And once your sale is complete.... don’t forget to tell Philofaxy of the completed sale so the advert can

be withdrawn, we will acknowledge your instructions. 

All that is then left to do is to sit back and decide..... now what Filofax can I buy to replace the one I’ve just sold..... Enable Enable.... well there is a space on that shelf isn’t there.... 

1. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-_IU8wy8WtDc/TslqhjdNtYI/AAAAAAAAJzs/01uMISt8dRc/s1600/IMG_0633.JPG

2. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/p/readers-ads.html

3. http://www.chimwemwe.net/help.html

4. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2011/08/photographying-your-filofax-collection.html

5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quentin_Willson

Lime Tree (2012-05-07 00:22:09)

Thanks for putting these guidelines! I was actually thinking of emailing philofaxy about 2 organizers that I want to sell. That post answered most of my questions. Pics are coming your way pretty soon :)

Filofreak (2012-05-07 01:37:17)

GREAT post Steve. thanks! 

Erin

Filofreak (2012-05-07 01:54:36)

A question

,any advice on how to price older models that you don’t remember what you paid for ? I have a few

” ” 

that aren’t on either USA or UK Filofax site anymore and want to offer at fair prices, but don’t remember how much I paid, even though they’re not used. Thanks! 
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Steve Morton (2012-05-07 02:14:31)

I would guess look for a similar equivalent model in today’s catalogue and use that price, but allow for inflation, prices have increased over the years. 

Scoot (2012-05-07 05:02:49)

When you use the word ”Filofax” do you infact mean any personal organiser or is it just the brand of ”Filofax”? 

Steve Morton (2012-05-07 06:27:58)

The brand or accessories that will fit a Filofax, so third party items are also ok. What we don’t want are things like boats and cars... to take it to extremes! 

Jotje (2012-05-07 14:10:38)

Darn, just when I was planning to put my house on sale in your Adspot. Well, thanks a lot!!! 

Free For All Tuesday No. 66 (2012-05-08 00:30) - Steve Morton

Tuesdays seem to come around quicker these days... it might be because I’m being kept busy here in

France! 

But that means we get to deal with your questions and answers that bit more often. I really enjoy seeing

you all helping each other out. Puts a smile on my face! 

So let’s have those Filofax questions.. don’t hang back... step forward and fire away. May be you haven’t

commented before.... break your duck today with a question. 

Alison Reeves (2012-05-08 02:51:19)

Only you guys will appreciate this. Yesterday I decided I was fed up with iCloud syncing my PC/ipad/iphone

as it is not consistent and seems to choose which files and appointments it updates! So, following advice from the internet I went about removing - the result? I completely lost ALL my contacts from my PC (business and personal). Fortunately I had switched off the sync on my iphone so was able to do an old fashioned sync and get them back (albiet they need a but of editing for some reason). 

Now I want to do the same with my calendar, but my nerves wouldn’t take anymore - I’d had enough stress for one day! 

I know you can lose your filofax (as evidenced by our discussions on this topic last week) so I suppose a belt and braces job would be the best option. Now if anyone knows how I can extricate my diary intact from iCloud -

answers on a postcard ... 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-05-08 02:55:49)

Has anyone received anything from Erin yet? I’m really nervous though it’s only been a week and I’m overseas. 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-05-08 02:57:58)

Oh Alison that’s terrible! Did you have a backup of your contacts somewhere else or are they just gone forever? 

Silver Elixir (2012-05-08 03:03:46)

I have been going back and forth between my Personal Kendal and A5 Kendal for the last few months. I have had the Personal in use for the last three years, so I am very familiar and at home with it. After a bit of hunting I managed to get an A5 Kendal online. After moving house I set it up and moved in. But then... I got to thinking. 

I like the portablity of my personal. Yet I have so much space in the A5 - so much more real estate! I am not bothered by the weight of carrying around the A5 - it came it at around 1.1kg. So after a few switches back and forth, I am back into my A5 - hopefully for the remainder of May at least. I would like to know if anyone has any advice on sticking to upsizing. I am very much a one-life-one-Filo type girl. I keep EVERYTHING in my Filofax. 

I would appreciate and advice or experiences anyone could offer! Thank you. 
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industrious housewife (2012-05-08 03:22:27)

What a pain! I was just thinking this morning about backing up my macbook. I’m going to try and do it routinely. 

Which I can make a note of in my Filofax, of course. 

industrious housewife (2012-05-08 03:25:56)

Last night I switched out my two weeks per page for a day per page, but now need a month to view for that

necessary overview, but discover filofax don’t sell them in A5! What’s that all about?? 

What diary/calendar combos does everyone use? 

Alison Reeves (2012-05-08 03:41:09)

I back up my PC using Carbonite which has been a life saver in the past, however iCloud actually stores your data

’in the cloud’ and the only thing on your PC/MAC is a temp file it uses to display the contents. So no matter how much backing up you do, it doesn’t include iCloud items. This is something I hadn’t realised when I started using it. 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-05-08 03:50:42)

I have a Personal right now and use a day per page + week on two + month on one. It’s a bad combo for me as I never write on the monthly and barely anything on the weekly. I’m thinking of changing that to a day on two and week on one. 

doris98 (2012-05-08 04:13:00)

I recently acquired a Slimline and am not sure if it takes all Personal-sized inserts. I’m making some dividers ”in anticipation” but wasn’t sure how big to cut them. 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-05-08 04:13:34)

Hopefully someone here will understand the problem. 

I’m currently using a Personal but will switch to an A5 soon. 

Here’s how I want to use my Filofax:

Year calendar has got holidays and days when I’m not at home - this is the thing I look at to know where I am geographically at any given time. I also schedule in any important dates that I constantly have on my mind -

exam dates, back to school day. This is also the place where I have my Year Goals and my Personal Overview in which I decide what areas of my life need improving/changing, etc, this is where I brainstorm, using categories and questions (I got inspiration for that when I read Laurie’s post about the Woman’s Success Planner). 

Monthly - I don’t really use the calendar pages (only for tax days, birthdays, Bank holidays, appointments and tests for my students so I know I’ll live on no sleep for 3 days while I grade the papers) but this is the part where I have my monthly goals, my review of the month, my monthly quotes, my project management breakdown which is

basically my monthly goals flushed out, my fruit and veg in season and my finance sheet. 

Then is the weekly, again the calendar has appointments, Bank holidays, books due back, my sports schedule of the week and housekeeping stuff that I do weekly like laundry and change towels. It also has my shopping list, my menu plan for the week and my skincare routine for the week so I know where I am. 

Finally, the daily, which has basically my timetable for the day, my to do lists and lots of journaling (regular, food and exercise and a separate one for tea)

Ok so now that I’ve explained all of that, here’s my problem : the pages all have the next day/week/whatever behind each day/week, so I can’t add much. What can I do? 

Let me explain again. Take today, which is Tuesday 8. I have all of my timetable on the one page but then I run into the problem of I can’t add more sheets behind Tuesday for Tuesday journaling and to-do list and general things that belong to Tuesday because behind it is Wednesday. Does that make any sense? I should probably say here that I’m using the day on a page insert so I don’t know how it is for the day on two, for example. 

Same goes for weekly. My Filofax is turning into chaos because I can’t have everything I want for one given day/week in one place. 

Is there any solution to my problem, apart from designing my own pages with a blank page behind each day and a blank behind each week so I can stick things there? 

I didn’t mean for this to be such a long post, I’m so sorry! 
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doris98 (2012-05-08 04:14:37)

I actually meant ”in anticipation” of its arrival. I haven’t received it yet but am already planning how to use it. 

Thanks in advance. 

industrious housewife (2012-05-08 04:27:38)

I really like the look of Day on Two Pages. 

Missus Aka (Christa) (2012-05-08 04:40:19)

have you thought about putting a blank pages inbetween monday 7th and tuesday the 8th so you would have one extra side of paper for each day and basically work as 2dpp? so on monday you would have blank paper on the right and tuesday you would have blank paper on the left, if that makes any sense

Neil (2012-05-08 05:00:22)

One way around this common dilema, if weight isn’t a problem, is to carry two personal sized filofaxes. Place them together and you’ve suddenly got the equivalent of a fax with 46mm rings, with more insert availability than you get with an A5. An alternative is to go A4, and slip your personal fax inside - a great solution if you’re dealing with a lot of A4 paperwork, but prefer a personal sized fax for domestic stuff. This is what I love about filofax - there’s so many options to choose from. 

Neil (2012-05-08 05:03:33)

I have been using filofaxes for over 20 years and find the standard templates too restrictive. Plain paper is the way to go, imho. 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-05-08 05:08:53)

Does anyone know the exact size of A5 and slimline Flex refills? The binder sizes are everywhere but I can’t seem to find the size of the refills. 

Thanks everyone! 

Tracy

Neil (2012-05-08 05:12:10)

Can’t remember who it was, who asked about Frixion ink, but my friend is sitting on a beach in Turkey as I write this and the Frixion ink in his moleskine is disappearing after 30 minutes direct exposure to the sun. I asked him to perform this experiment for me while he was away. 

Babs (2012-05-08 05:51:58)

I use the A5 TM week on two pages and a month to view for a quick glance at what I’m up to. I printed the

month on two pages from here! 

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/02/free-monthly-2012-diary-sets-t o.html

Babs (2012-05-08 05:53:24)

The standard filofax size guide is your friend! :)

http://www.filofax.co.uk/sizeguide/

Silver Elixir (2012-05-08 05:57:43)

Hi Neil, 

I like your idea of two personal Filofaxes.... You’ve got me thinking now. I have enough personal refills to start my own shop. I could use one Filo for my Info and one for my day to day stuff. I would love an A4 but have yet to buy one. How do you Filofax? 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-05-08 05:59:43)

Is it the same for flex? 
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Steve Morton (2012-05-08 06:07:34)

The Flex slim is different in size to Filofax Personal. A5 is the same. 

This link will help

http://www.filofax.co.uk/flex/about.asp #sizeguide

Steve Morton (2012-05-08 06:09:08)

I only use iCloud sync, but I’m a Mac user so it’s syncing to iCal as well. The other thing to remember to do when you start using iCloud is to turn off contact and calendar syncing in iTunes otherwise you end up in a right mess with duplicates everywhere! 

lululucy (2012-05-08 06:20:13)

Hi, all, my Bank Holiday weekend shopping trip produced two finds that I had to enable, I mean share with you. 

First, these adorable ’to-do’ sticky notes from Muji, ideally sized (10 cm long x 4.5 cm wide) for use in any size FF, http://www.muji.eu/pages/online.asp?V=1 &Sec=14 &Sub=61 &PID=4964. They also have a version with several ’frame’ per page. Both come with a plastic slipcover, so you could even anchor the pads in a credit card or notepad slot with no trouble at all. 

Second, the Trafford Centre John Lewis has the personal-size index dividers with plastic tab slots/colour paper inserts, the kind where you can write, insert, replace your own tabs? (Is there an official name for that style?) I think they must have dug them out of storage. Well, I bought several packs because I never see them any more, but I left a few packs for other Northwest Philofaxers... 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-05-08 06:22:41)

@Missus, this is a good idea in theory. Frankly I’d rather look at my schedule first and then all the journaling/whatever second but until I make my own inserts I suppose this is the best solution, thank you! 

@Neil, exactly. I’m thinking of having just blank sheets of paper for everything and customise as needed. My planner should work for me, not the other way around. 

lululucy (2012-05-08 06:25:33)

Oh, and the Muji sticky note to-do pads also fit perfectly into the zip pocket section of a personal Malden, or just behind the zip pocket. It is as if they were designed specially for us Philofaxfolk. 

Laurie (2012-05-08 06:27:23)

Filofax normally sells a month on two pages diary insert for the A5, maybe they are just out right now. 

lululucy (2012-05-08 06:40:04)

Hi SE - I haven’t upsized but what has helped me stay happy and compressed into my current Filo is to convert as much as I can into to computer-printed pages: Addresses, personal info, and pages that get frequent use (such as my travel info page w/ frequent flyer numbers, travel insurance details etc). I update details as needed in handwriting on the printed pages (changes of address for instance) and then every so often update the computer files and print fresh pages. 

This helps me get more info on each page, as my handwriting is big and hideous. In turn, that keeps the number of pages (and thus weight) down a bit. I can even laminate pages that get tons of use. It also looks neat (as I said, ugly handwriting) and makes me happy to look at, so that keeps me satisfied w/ my set-up, even when I see all those lovely, lovely A5s with their wonderful big pages. 

I bought the special pre-perforated FF paper so I could do this for my personal, but it would be so much easier to do w/ an A5, since you could use normal A4 paper and just chop in half. (And this is what tempts me to switch out to an A5...)

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-05-08 06:46:04)

Oh shoot, I saw that page yesterday and thought the sizes were for the binders! Just re-read it and realized it’s the inserts. Now I feel just silly... 

Tracy
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doris98 (2012-05-08 08:00:03)

I’ve been dying to buy those dividers for a long time. The only place I’ve found them was on ebay UK, but they don’t ship overseas! I checked the John Lewis site but they don’t have them online. What’s a girl to do? (: Babs (2012-05-08 08:50:18)

City organiser have some similar ones

http://www.cityorganiser.co.uk/acatalog/6 Blank Subject Tabs

coloured

- Personal Size.html

Lostwithoutyou (2012-05-08 09:56:20)

doris98, I’d be happy to help you out, I can see if I can get some and ship them to you if you like? Email me at charlotte@stwcreation.com :)

Neil (2012-05-08 09:58:43)

@ Silver Elixir08 - that’s exactly what I do (ie one or more faxes for info and another for day to day stuff. Look for GTD on Philofaxy and you’ll see some of my videos that Steve kindly posted. 

Although there are several advantages to using an A5, one thing that often occurs is that we write with more of of a flourish, rather than squeezing more writng onto the page. With two personal sized faxes, we not only end up with far more (albeit smaller) pages than a single A5 fax, but we also have room for lots more dividers (and we all love dividers, don’t we?). Two standard ring personal faxes will hold over 300 sheets and 20 dividers, you won’t need to change all your paper. Of course, if you like the idea of using quality A4 sheets cut in half, then you could always go for two A5 faxes instead. 

industrious housewife (2012-05-08 10:12:02)

Do they? Hmm... Might have to have a go at printing some then. 

lululucy (2012-05-08 10:30:52)

doris98, I just checked the reference number (131624) and they are the same ones as City Organiser has, so you could order those. 

Boy, do I feel DUMB. I never realized the ones at CO were the type with changeable tabs you could insert, which I had never seen in the shops before. It’s very hard to tell the detail from the picture and description on their and FF UK’s websites. I always thought the ones they have in stock were the kind where you write *on* the actual tab itself, and thus are pretty much stuck with what you write on them. (I’ve had those kind before.) But then again, if they’d been described more fully on CO’s or Filofax UK’s website, maybe they would sell better... 

David Popely (2012-05-08 10:47:31)

I’m firmly in the one-organiser camp, and it’s my personal Malden. After a *lot* of trial and error last Year (and the year before!) I’ve got it down to a GTD system which I can run entirely on plain/lined paper (cotton cream throughout)and which will cover work *and* personal between one set of covers. 

David Popely (2012-05-08 10:50:32)

week on two pages (Personal) - cotton cream...thoughtfully FF only do the standard layout in Cotton Cream, so that’s what I’m using, but it’s OK and I can manage

David Popely (2012-05-08 10:57:08)

Agreed about plain paper (or lined).....that’s how I can keep with cotton cream throughout. 

Filofreak (2012-05-08 11:16:35)

Ruby Scarlett

ive ordered from overseas and it can take 2to 3 weeks to receive. Please be patient. Your Fill will be there soon! 

Erin
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DEM (2012-05-08 11:17:45)

I wonder if she mailed the Filos with tracking. Wouldn’t hurt to ask. I purchased one from her as well but it’s only been 3 days... 

mstraat (2012-05-08 11:24:28)

Yes, received my package with a beautiful A5 from Erin within a few days. We are both in the U.S. 

Anita (2012-05-08 11:55:20)

I have recently upsized from a personal to A5 Malden. It’s very early days, but I’ve already made a definite decision to stick with it. To encourage this I’m in the process of selling the personal binder & pretty much all of the inserts/accessories. Hopefully it’ll help me to not be tempted to go back, as I’d need to purchase items again! :) Neil (2012-05-08 12:06:04)

@ David Popely. 

I’m with you on the plain paper. 

If I hadn’t got such a huge stash of white paper I’d

be using the cotton cream, cos it sort of matches my moleskine paper (I use 140mm x 90mm moleskine

paper and Frixion blue 0.7 in my day to day pocket fax, plain or lined white filofax paper and Pilot V5

in my personal sized master index faxes, and 90gsm printer paper and fountain pen in my A4 Lyndhurst. 

Like you, my own GTD system has evolved over time and, for paper based systems, filofaxes are ideal in my opinion. 

Sarah (2012-05-08 12:48:36)

Yes! My friend and I have both received our packages from Erin. Were both in the US, so I’m sure that is why shipping is taking longer for you. I purchased one of the Cubans and she bought the Lizard, and they are both beautiful and in perfect condition - worth the wait!! 

Alison Reeves (2012-05-08 12:52:46)

@ Ruby - if you would prefer laid out sheets (as opposed to blank) - have you thought about printing Steve and Rays time management diary sheets? As they come as PDFs you could print out specific months, weeks, or days -

Possibly even in a coloured paper to differentiate between calendar/planner and other pages. There are various versions of these planners they have developed so you can choose which one suits you best. You could just print them out a few at time and see if it works. Hope this makes sense. 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-05-08 12:57:10)

That’s lovely to hear everyone, I can’t wait to get mine! 

Ruby Scarlett (2012-05-08 12:57:57)

No problem Erin, thanks for replying, I guess I’m just overexcited! 

T-na (2012-05-08 13:09:54)

@Ruby Scarlett I print the TM weekly insert from Philofaxy but NOT back to back. That way I have a blank

page before the week for my tasks for that week and a blank page at the end of the week for my week review notes. 

I use the printed task side to keep track of the active projects for the week – not as a daily task list. 

Maybe the same can be done with the daily page – don’t print back to back and you will have the back side for overflow. Of course, that will make for a thicker calendar/diary. 

Amanda (2012-05-08 14:31:19)

Hi All. I’ve enjoyed philofaxy for ages and have been using Filofax

since the 1990’s. I’ve grappled with Filofax sizing for ages. from

Personal slimline (the first) to zipped personal, to personal, to A5

to zipped A5 to personal to personal slimline to pocket and then back

to personal and my current setup is Cuban zipped A5 and a (now

resting) Guildford Pocket. 

Now, it is sacrilege I know, it seems that I have found what may be

the perfect size. Marketed by www.diarylover.com, the make slimline A5

170



and also a version they call ’A6’. Not really A6, but 142mm x 173mm

(A5 is 148x210). It is about personal plus a half. Ring spacing is

perfect for filofax inserts and my hole punches and accessories don’t

go to waste, but the main feature is the large writing space. Not

quite A5 but as good as any journal writer needs. (Actually I think

the size may be based upon Louis Vuitton or somesuch planners). 

Quality is about as good as low end Filofax, main thing is a

satisfying ’click’ on the 20mm rings. They don’t appear to have a high

end product but I’m doing a bit more investigating so if I get an

answer I’ll let you know. I don’t know if they ship overseas, but if

you have a friend visiting Bangkok you can buy them there. 

No doubt I’ll end up with filofax again, once they make a decent

slimline A5, but for the interim I’ll be happy enough with this new

setup. Paper is of filofax quality, so if you wished to upgrade then

you’d have to go to Staples and have then cut down and hole punch a

ream of your chosen paper quality. You could also print your own of

course. 

Please Filofax I want you to make this ’A6’ size. It’s almost perfect

- only problem is it’s not a Filofax. 

Sydney (2012-05-08 16:25:39)

In case anyone is interested:

I was in Tesco yesterday and they have some A4 and A5 notebooks that are from £7 to 87p and £5 to 61p

respectively (might be a couple of pence out can’t remember exactly). I bought quite a few as I quite like the paper inside -lined cream. At this price it is a bargain. I’m not hugely fussed by the A5 paper becoming a

bit smaller once cut and punched, but the A4 is so cheap you could cut that down to make exactly A5 if you so desire. 

Ashleigh (2012-05-08 19:08:10)

Hi everyone

I’m having a major crisis and need some help!! I have a Malden in vintage pink and tonight when putting he pen back in the loop I have accidentally drawn on the leather!!! I thought the pen had been closed! 

Does anyone have any suggestions as I have scrubbed it for about 30 minutes now!! 

doris98 (2012-05-08 19:42:15)

@Lostwithoutyou: Really!?! Yes, please, and thank you!!! I’ll email you. (Your user name is so appropriate, ha ha ha.)

doris98 (2012-05-08 19:45:24)

You’re right, they’re not described properly at all, and the photo is misleading. The tabs should be clear plastic, and the labels colored. Thanks for the heads up! 

indigogarden (2012-05-08 21:27:16)

Wow. I keep looking at the frixion inks, but I had wondered about heat/sunlight issues. I live in Southern

California and dealing with heat and sunshine is a real issue here. Maybe I’ll stick to my fisher space pen! 

doris98 (2012-05-08 21:36:47)

@lululucy: I wrote both CO and FFUK to ask if they are indeed what you think they are (not that I don’t believe you). I’ll let everyone here know what they say. 

Not dumb at all, when their description is misleading. I myself would never have thought they were what I was looking for if you hadn’t pointed it out. 
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doris98 (2012-05-08 22:41:41)

I’ve read that hair spray works on removing ink on leather. Dampen the qtip with the hair spray and lightly rub the ink stain. Try to test is somewhere first though, and rub very lightly so you don’t take too much color off. 

Good luck with the stain. 

Organized Mommy (2012-05-08 23:56:00)

I was using the personal week on two pages, with my appointments on the left 2/3 of the day and tasks written on the right 1/3 ( with a line to divide them) because I like to see a whole week at once. HOWEVER, it’s just not enough space, so I bought the day-per-page for everyday and week-per-page for an overview and will try that for awhile. 

lululucy (2012-05-09 04:45:14)

I’ve used hairspray for ballpoint/biro ink on *fabric* before and it did work for me - but thankfully haven’t had to try it on leather. If you try hairspray/alcohol, I’d do so with a Qtip and just at the end of the mark, very carefully, then wait and see what it does to the colour of the leather before doing the whole mark

Most web sites say actually to use isopropyl alcohol, which doesn’t have all the other chemicals that hairspray does. (hairspray apparently works because it has a high alcohol content)

If the mark is from a gel pen, who knows. Is that ink different chemically? 

doris98 (2012-05-09 06:17:12)

Both CO and FFUK have already replied, and they have confirmed that it is indeed the same dividers/tabs. For everyone’s info. (:

kanalt (2012-05-09 06:17:51)

@Doris - the slimline does take personal size paper. The difference between the two is the ring size. Some slimlines are also a little narrower as far as width goes, but I believe they still hold the personal size paper without a problem. If you’re making some inserts you should be fine making them the same dimensions as the personal

inserts from Filofax. 

industrious housewife (2012-05-09 11:55:20)

Baby wipes have removed all marks I’ve tried them on, standard pampers seem to work best. 

I haven’t tried them on anything leather or precious (apart from baby) though. 

doris98 (2012-05-09 18:56:07)

Thanks kanalt! They’re done except for punching the holes cause I wasn’t sure about the width. Happy to know all personal inserts will fit. Regards. 

London 2012 Sporting Icons & Line Burst - Review (2012-05-09 00:30) - Steve Morton

Full Disclosure: Filofax have sent Philofaxy these samples to review free of charge, we did not pay for

them. However we have not let this ’free gift’ influence our review of their products. 

The London 2012 are now less than 100 days before they start. With large events like this planning where

you are going to be to see which events, be it at the event or on TV requires something and what better

than a Filofax to help you enjoy the events that only happen once every 4 years. 

Filofax are one of the London 2012 merchandise suppliers, they all have to be authorised by the London

2012 Olympics organisation. 

The organiser it self isn’t that posh, but it’s rugged enough and reasonably well made. Similar to the

Domino I suppose. The Sporting Icons organiser features full height pockets in the front and pack covers

with colourful sporting icons covering the internal lining. The closure is an elasticated and features

’London 2012’ on it. 
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[1]

I was more interested in the inserts that Filofax have developed for these organisers. Whilst some of the

pages will be familiar to you. The business part of this organiser have been adapted and customised to

suit the purpose. 

[2]

The diary insert for instance is a Week Per View, but in the style of a Week Per Page on the left hand

side and notes and tasks on the right hand side. At the foot of the pages are notes and facts about the

Olympics including a count down to the events. 
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[3]

Then during the games themselves the diary changes to a day per page format, so you have plenty of

room to record your memories of the games or the events that particularly interest you. 

[4]

The diary then swaps back again to the Week View format after the games. It’s quite a clever idea and

shows how flexible a Filofax diary can be and how it can adapt to the needs of the user. 

[5]

In addition to the diary there are a lot of information sheets. A page for each of the Olympic sports with
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details of dates and history of the events and other key facts. There is also a ’Jargon Buster’ section on

each sport, and at the foot of each of these pages is a ’Getting Involved’ section. 

[6]

The ParaOlympic games are also covered and the events for this section of the London 2012 games are

also covered in the same depth. 

[7]

There are then some fitness planner pages for people that like to take part in sport, not just watch it. 
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[8]

There is then a fold out planner showing the dates of the events and there are also a set of maps and

other information pages about the history of the Olympic games

[9]

These include maps of Olympic park, a London transport map, and events map. 

[10]

There are also some colourful notes pages, which you can move to other parts of the organiser of course. 
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[11]

The dividers are quite interesting too. Shown together here, they are labelled Plan, Play, Events, and

My Events

[12]

There’s two pages of stickers too!! I know a lot of you that like stickers... 
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[13]

The Today marker is also a unique design with key places in London included on a frosted marker. 

[14]

The Lime Burst editions shown here in Pocket size are also available in Personal size too. 

The pocket size organisers feature the same inserts but they have been scaled down to fit the pocket size. 

Like the Sporting Icons organiser, the Lime Burst editions feature elasticated pen loops. 

[15]

Here is the Filofax video that shows full range of London 2012 organisers. You can buy them [16]here
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IFRAME: [17]http://www.youtube.com/embed/vhdo73uDn M

Again thank you to Filofax UK and SlamPR for providing us with samples of these organisers for us to

review. 

This review doesn’t end here though..... visit Philofaxy tomorrow to find out how you can win one of

these London 2012 organisers. 
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3. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-q4PvRXpLjzU/T6Gs_zkCWvI/AAAAAAAAK5I/UNESAdh6V4k/s1600/IMG_0790.jpg

4. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-1XVrNSSPqPk/T6GtEKuTyPI/AAAAAAAAK5Q/kj3Kxyhi0o4/s1600/IMG_0791.jpg

5. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-KnUVl48DMu4/T6GtIh85pAI/AAAAAAAAK5Y/iRMBy3HU1zw/s1600/IMG_0792.jpg

6. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-KiBshEGV6DE/T6GtOASwBLI/AAAAAAAAK5g/Q9xo14VoOb8/s1600/IMG_0793.jpg

7. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-17m81LgLJ5w/T6GtTY7LelI/AAAAAAAAK5o/wLFYdZ9HwmA/s1600/IMG_0794.jpg

8. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-IdIavFgwPo0/T6GtYg0gigI/AAAAAAAAK5w/llodNIRzxBg/s1600/IMG_0795.jpg

9. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-vejH3ysZwPU/T6Gtebe43YI/AAAAAAAAK54/ifDnyFJqcns/s1600/IMG_0796.jpg

10. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Glp_yYHuDAY/T6GtmsY2a0I/AAAAAAAAK6A/wWKuGSHGXi0/s1600/IMG_0797.jpg

11. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-TjTxZ5mKoYQ/T6GtrZq_FjI/AAAAAAAAK6I/W7Bdj6TL0hs/s1600/IMG_0798.jpg

12. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-NTj4_R-diV0/T6GtwUu3RZI/AAAAAAAAK6Q/RdOkAPXPFcg/s1600/IMG_0799.jpg

13. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-oqhVlCElo4E/T6GtzDc90II/AAAAAAAAK6Y/EkYou7EXdE0/s1600/IMG_0800.JPG

14. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-2BPessLWB7k/T6Gt1ItwLOI/AAAAAAAAK6g/jgIv5gIExWA/s1600/IMG_0801.jpg

15. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-bZHTJsDjSvI/T6Gt8Mfwe_I/AAAAAAAAK6o/FVjUxE9Fado/s1600/IMG_0802.JPG

16. http://tidd.ly/242a74bd

17. http://www.youtube.com/embed/vhdo73uDn_M

LucyLastic (2012-05-09 04:00:45)

Good review! It’s nice that they’ve done different inserts for this planner. You can buy them for a song in Staples at the moment! There’s a link on my blog post here:

http://allthingsstationery.blogspot.co.uk/2012/05/bargain-filofaxes- filofax-diaries-what.html

Alison Reeves (2012-05-09 04:31:04)

Thanks Steve - I think these are great organisers to give to young people who are excited about the games - and of course it can develop into an interest in organisers once the games are over. I wouldn’t buy one for myself, but I think the inserts are very well thoughtout. 

Steve Morton (2012-05-09 04:38:20)

That’s a silly low price isn’t it. 

Anyway we have 6 of them as prizes to give away tomorrow... 

Steve

Babs (2012-05-09 04:52:45)

I wouldn’t buy the filofax, but I *love* the today marker! What a shame they don’t sell them individually (and in A5 size!)

Scoot (2012-05-09 05:00:25)

I generally agree Alison, but with the paper so thin and the binder appearing cheap I don’t think they have any chance of competing with a smart phone or any other classy product that children want. 

Still, with so many on sale at knockdown prices it is worth a punt for parts such as the marker, the stickers, the odd insert, or even just a cheap ring mechanism that can be then fashioned into an organiser of custom design. 
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LucyLastic (2012-05-09 05:51:24)

Wow, exciting! Free is much better than a bargain! 

Shanananana (2012-05-09 05:56:37)

I agree, the marker’s the only thing I like, mind you I’m biased because I think these Olympics might be as financially ruinous to us as they were to Greece... which is too off-topic to go into! 

I made a plain marker out of some flexi-plastic the other day for my Personal, maybe you could do something with the outline of the London skyline (or NYC, or anywhere else distinctive) in paper printed both sides, affix it with clear covering film to some flexible punchable clear plastic, and have your own version? 

I might try something along those lines, because the design above does look pretty darned tasty... 

industrious housewife (2012-05-09 06:01:19)

I hadn’t realised they had special inserts in. I’m interested now, for Olympic learning and planning of viewing with my little boy. Hmmm.... 

Shame the inserts aren’t available separately. 

Shanananana (2012-05-09 06:10:51)

”...a cheap ring mechanism that can be then fashioned into an organiser of custom design.” 

Please, anyone doing this, call it FrankenFax!! 

Seriously, this is something I’ve wondered about doing, and never really explored... might have a search online, thanks for the reminder! 

Anita (2012-05-09 06:24:11)

Thanks for a great review, Steve. 

I agree it’s a shame that you can’t buy the inserts & today marker separately. 

I do like them & am

glad Filofax have decided to create something a bit different. Think they could make quite a good rugged

binder for going travelling with, or when you just want to chuck one in your bag & not worry about it getting bashed. 

industrious housewife (2012-05-09 06:31:10)

One to chuck in the gym bag certainly. 

Butanben (2012-05-09 06:40:26)

Already got the date of the Olympic Torch coming to our area firmly written into ye olde Filofax. Quite excited about that!! Shame you can’t buy the page markers and stickers separately though. Love those bits and the sports design icons on the front cover. 

Scoot (2012-05-09 08:20:13)

In the UK (like others) our postal service releases themed postage stamps every month or so, which could be anything from flowers, birds or the Olympics. Google have themes, though more frequently. It is a shame Filofax couldn’t release special editions of certain limited products every so often, even if they are merely cheap/easy/quick to produce custom pens, page markers, stickers etc. Reading users posts, week after week, there is clearly a market for such. 

Alison (2012-05-09 08:42:43)

I bought one of these in pink, personal sized, they are lovely only problem mine had gaps in first two rings and the page marker wouldn’t move around the rings, maybe I was just unlucky but didn’t want to risk a replacement!! 

Sydney (2012-05-09 12:50:32)

I bought one of these at Staples. I will use the filo for storage and have put the marker in my Malden. I had to repunch it though as mine didn’t move around the rings either. I have put some of the sheets in my holiday filo as we will be away for some of the events and it will be good to keep track. My daughter and I love athletics in particular and someone from her athletics club may well be competing. Indulgent to buy it just for that

but it made me happy and cost less than the pints my husband has when he goes out so feel justified in a twisted way! 
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Steph (2012-05-09 14:53:01)

I have been wanting to buy one for quite some time, but I still can’t get any answers about whether or not as a Canadian I would have to pay duties on a shipment from the UK. Hopefully I will be able to get one soon...before they disappear. But I do have to agree with some of you. I wish they just sold the inserts. 

JJ Hitt (2012-05-09 15:16:23)

I’ve recently seen a lot of craft ideas that use duct tape as the primary building material. And with the tape now available in colors and patterns, I might just have to see if I have a damaged binder I can canibalize for the rings. 

Saffy (2012-05-09 16:14:47)

Steph, if you like I will order one and post to you in Canada. Generally I think duty is charged if the item is over a certain amount. Your local post office would know the amount. 

Shanananana (2012-05-10 05:52:22)

They’re an incredible bargain at that price and you won’t be able to change your mind and buy one in 18 month’s time, so it’a not really that indulgent, especially if you’re genuinely interested in sport and athletics! 

I’ve not travelled much, but on a couple of major trips abroad I tried to be ”sensible” and not buy that many souvenirs, I regret it like crazy now of course because they’re just not available in London! Anything with a limited time span, carpe the diem, y’know... you’ll at best end up having to patrol e-Bay, at worst kick yourself and never find it again - I say stock up while you can! 

Shanananana (2012-05-10 05:55:53)

Step, have you tried contacting the Canadian postal service, or customs, and Filofax UK? They have an

international number on their website, and e-mail contact forms as well, and you can’t be the first Canadian ever to buy off them, so they might have some idea. Same with Staples as well of course. 

I don’t know anything about Canadian shipment but I generally find if you shake enough trees, so to speak, you usually get some useful info eventually - so don’t give up! :)

kanalt (2012-05-10 06:35:04)

Interesting. While I watch the Olympics, I’m not a huge follower of all the sports and athletes. However, if I was I might be tempted to buy this just for the inserts. What a great specialty binder (minus the quality factor, as it does look more like ”pleather” than leather). 

Saffy (2012-05-10 07:57:27)

Steph, a google search has found the following info. Hope it helps. http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/import/postal-postale/duty-droits-eng.htm l

Scoot (2012-05-10 10:52:53)

Here is a You Tube link showing a leather wallet being made, using many skills relevant to the manufacture of an Organiser. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8A03e-AhJE &list=FLKuifglWVZSY9-27YagFMDQ &index=1 &fea-

ture=plpp video

Neil (2012-05-10 13:48:51)

Whatever one’s views regarding the Olympics, this is a fantastic application. If my children were younger, or my grandchildren older, I would have used this product to make their trip to London more involving, by cramming it with additional material specific to the events they would be watching. Incidentally, you can use the same idea for other trips too, by using something like a pocket Domino. Start ’em young, that’s what I say. 
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Philofaxy Awards (2012-05-10 00:00) - Steve Morton

[1]

At the end of yesterdays [2]review I mentioned that you could win one of the review samples. 

We would like to hold the Philofaxy Awards and we need your help. 

These awards are in the following categories:

• Best New Filofax Blogger (Sporting Icons Personal Organiser)

• Best Video Blogger (Line Burst Blue Pocket Organiser)

• Best Filofax Photography (Line Burst Blue Pocket Organiser)

• Most Artistic Filofax/ Blog (Line Burst Pink Pocket Organiser)

• Best Business/ Professional Organizer (Sporting Icons Personal Organiser)

• Best Family Organizer (Line Burst Pink Pocket Organiser)

• Best Commenter - The person you look forward to reading their comments because they are

informative/fun/sensible (Dodo Pad Acad Pad)

The awards will work like this:

1. Each reader can nominate 1 blog or person for each category listed above. 

2. Each category will have a separate vote (all voted on at the same time) with people being able to

vote for one entry in each category. 

3. People can nominate themselves. 

4. Nominations by Email only to philofaxy at gmail dot com with the category as the subject of the

email. Include the name of the person and the name of the blog (if applicable), a link to the site, or

to the person’s Flickr pictures if they don’t have a blog. 

5. Prizes have been pre-allocated to each category as indicated above. 

6. Voting to run for 10 days

7. The awards are open to everyone no matter where you are in the world...as long as you have a postal

service. 
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Nominations must be received by 12 noon (UK time) 15th May 2012 for inclusion in the voting process. 

We look forward to receiving your nominations. 

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-DfWjmIyNiV0/T6GuERHmhsI/AAAAAAAAK6w/lafTfVfm1hM/s1600/IMG_0803.JPG

2. http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/05/london-2012-sporting-icons-line-burst.html

icclewu (2012-05-10 01:33:58)

Wow. How exciting :) xx

pseudonz (2012-05-10 02:46:06)

Um. There’s a category for video blogging? {quick YouTube search } Oh. My. God. There goes the rest of my

evening. Thank you - it had never occurred to me to look there for my filo fix! 

Jotje (2012-05-10 03:12:21)

I miss the most important category! 

Best Filofax Enabler. 

(though there would be very many contesters ...)

Steve Morton (2012-05-10 03:15:42)

Who would have won?? 

Steve Morton (2012-05-10 03:16:57)

We do a monthly post as well.. 

http://philofaxy.blogspot.com/2012/04/video-web-finds-for-april-2012 .html

Alison Reeves (2012-05-10 04:35:32)

Great Steve - will have to give this some thought as there are many options for each category! 

Tracy Reinhardt (2012-05-10 07:35:43)

Oh this is fun! Thanks :)

Neil (2012-05-10 07:38:46)

I think Steve should get a prize for all the work he puts into Philofaxy. 

Alison Reeves (2012-05-10 08:00:43)

Totally agree! 

Yu (2012-05-10 09:40:19)

Yep! 

Anita (2012-05-10 09:47:47)

Hear, hear! 

Steve Morton (2012-05-10 11:18:53)

People, thank you, but I have you all as friends. That to me is worth a lot more than any prize you could give me. 

I can’t put in to words how grateful I am for all of your support and kind words in the last 3 years it’s been a brilliant phase in my life... and long may it continue. 

Regards

Steve

Sandra (2012-05-10 11:28:56)

ahem*
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Butanben (2012-05-10 11:52:02)

I agree with that too!! I think Ray and Steve should also be included in an additional stand alone best ever self-print diary category.... such hard work went into those. 

LJ (2012-05-10 13:45:41)

Totally agree - Steve & Ray for global domination :o)

Globetrotting Cacti (2012-05-10 15:14:59)

Totally agree, Steve is fab and puts in so much time and effort (and support for general tech related queries too). 

There should be a special category for him... Thanks

Nikki france (2012-05-10 17:36:15)

here here!!!!!!!!! 

Filofreak (2012-05-10 18:15:27)

Yes, Steve should definitely win an award! 

